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3-D KEYS NEW ROADSHOW PIX BIZ 


ATUISES /ABC.TV Quest for Major Stars 


Death of Private Eye Snarls 
Secret Probe of N.Y. Legit Tix 





Death last week of Harold L.+ 
Groves, a private investigator who 
was conducting a secret ticket 
probe for the League of N. Y. The- 
atres, has presented a dilemma for 
the managerial organization. No 
decision has been reached on what 
to do with the evidence complied, 
reportedly implicating 25 brokers 
and numerous boxoffice men on 
charges of ticket code violations. 
‘Groves, who had been a film the- 
atre checker for some years, was 
engaged by attorney Arthur Gar- 
field Hays, representing the code | 
authority of the League, to investi- 
gate reports of widespread ticket 
abuses on the part of Broadway 
brokers and b.o. men: in an effort 
to keep the probe secret, the 
League board of governors was not 
informed of the scheme. 

Word of the investigation grad- 
ually began to get around among 
brokers and theatre treasurers, 
however, and there was consider- 
ablé resentment expressed at “‘en- 
trapment” methods used. Members 
of the League board who heard of 
the situation apparently took vary- 
ing views of the situation, in some 
cases being critical, on the ground 
that’ as usual only the small fry 
were being caught on infractions 
and that no evidence was being 
obtained involving higher-ups. 

Decision on whether to drop the 
whole probe, at least for. the pres- 
ent, or whether to proceed on the 
basis of progress so far, or even 
to hire a new top investigator and 
start anew, is up to the code au- 
thority, in whieh the League and 
Actors Equity are represented. 


Dusk-to-Dawn Ozoners 
(Passion Pits With Pix’) 
K.0.d by San Antone Clergy 


San Antonio, March 31. 
Following a blast by local clergy- 
men, “moviethons” at a number of 
ozoners here, in which film show- 
ings continue into. the early hours 
of Sunday morning, have been dis- 
continued. Churchmen complained 
uae young people attending the 
Shows stayed out so late they could 
not attend Sunday school or other 
unday morning church services. 
According to one minister, some 
- the outdoor theatres were show- 
& their main feature twice after 
midnight “and teenagers are: not 
interested in seeing the same pic- 
ture twice just for the sake of 
Seeing a movie,” 
2 in’ Prgtaes} ait of a total of 
; ad been operatin 
a a dusk-to-dawn policy. Ops of 
“Ne ozoners not following the all- 
. (Continued on page 95) 








Same Prices Since ’17! 
Chicago, March 31. 

Despite lifting of controls 
and rising prices, there is one 
indie house that refuses to 
take advantage of the situa- 
tion. 

New Strand Theatre, owned 
by Clarence Leider and John 
Nainick, which has just been 
redecorated, has had the same 
admission price since 1917; 20c 
for adults and 9c for children. 


50G TV Packag 
With Name Talen 








In 17-City Swing 


A widescale show biz operation, 
designed to sell live name-star TV 
programs to loeal and regional ad- 
vertisers in 17 cities, is being teed 
off this week by four N. Y. radio- 
TV ad agency execs. 

Development, which looms as 
something approximating a TV-era 
Keith-Albee circuit, is backed by 
an estimated $500,000 and a closed 
corporation, TV Roadshows, Inc. 
Novel concept involves packaging 
name star shows in N. Y., and send- 
ing them on two-week tours to TV 
stations. At a talent cost of $6,300 
to $12,900 per stanza, depending on 
the number of TV sets in the area, 
local advertisers win the merchan- 
dising and ballyhoo prestige of 
bankrolling their own live glamor 
program once every four weeks. 

While no contracts have yet been 

(Continued on page 69) 


N.Y.-TO-D.C. TOUR-JETE 
FOR DARVAS & JULIA 


Darvas & Julia will be doing a 
long-distance bicycling act starting 
next Tuesday (7). Duo will double 
between the Palace Theatre, N. Y., 
and the Shoreham Hotel, Washing- 
ton. 

Dancers had been booked for the 
Shoreham date last November be- 
fore their current date with the 
Danny Kaye show had been set. 
With steady extensions of the Pal- 
ace. date, terpers claim they 
couldn’t get out of the Shoreham 
commitment. Thus they'll catch a 
plane at the conclusion of their 
Palace show at 9:30 p. m. and hope 
to get in Washington in time to 
do the 11:45 show at the hotel. 
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While still in the 
stages, emergence of a “hierarchy” 
of super-deluxe roadshow houses 
specializing in widescreen offer- 
ings is intriguing observers. 

Development, which takes on 
the character of an industry within 
an industry, could seriously affect 
the current exhibition pattern 
whereby many of the majors now 
draw some 80% of their revenue 
from 1,000 to 1,500 first-runs. 

“Elite” circuit is shaping with 
|(1) the gradual jexpansion of Cin- 
|erama, which plans to limit strict- 
| ly number of theatres where it will 
'play, and (2) deliberate confining 
|of Magna Theatre Corp.’s new 65m 
| Todd-AO widescreen process to no 
‘more than 500 showcases con- 
| trolled in the main by the Joseph 
|M. Schenck-George Skouras inter- 
lests in Magna. 

Distrib execs agree that, for a 
while at least, this may make for 
an unhealthy situation, with wide- 
screen showcases 
cream of the available biz and 
other houses suffering. Growth in 
the total of these special houses 





Hurok May Run 
Monte Carlo Deal 


Negotiations are pending be- 
tween Sol Hurok, N. Y. concert- 
legit impresario, and~Aristotle S. 
Onassis, Greek shipping magnate 
who controls the Casino and Opera 
House setup at Monte Carlo, for 
Hurok to take over the directorship 
of the Riviera resort’s show biz ac- 
tivities. 

Onassis, who recently bought 
control of the Societe des Bains de 
Mer, which owns most of the re- 
sort activities, is anxious to re- 
vive the cultural prestige and draw 
of Monte Carlo, Which has suffered 
from competition of other resorts 
and festival areas in recent sea- 

(Continued on page 90) 


Christine on TV 

Christine Jorgensen will make 
her first TV guest appearance 
Sunday (5) on the “Arthur Murray 
Show” over DuMont. 

She’ make a two-minute pitch 
on. behalf of the Damon Runyon 
Fund and the American Cancer 
Society. On Walter Winchell’s TVer 
recently she was shown in the audi- 
ence. 














(Pages 32 to 55) 
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Sparks Battle of Webs for Talent 





Zukor Biopic? 

Paramount apparently is 
considering an Adolph Zukor 
biopic. Outfit has registered 
the title “Mr. Motion _Pic- 
tures,” listed as. an original 
feature, with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. 

That’s the’ title conferred 
| upon Zukor, who was recently 
feted on his 80th birthday and 

50th year in the film business. 











Berle’s Play 2, 


} 


Lay Off 1 Sked 
For Gen. Motors 


General Motors has placed a ten- 
| tative order with NBC-TV, via the 
|Kudner agency. for an alternate- 
;}week sponsorship of the Milton 
'Berle Tuesday night TV _ show, 
which Texaco is relinquishing. GM 
has been sponsoring the. “Buick 
Circus Hour” on an every-fourth- 
week basis during the past season, 
but this will be dropped. 

Meanwhile, efforts are still being 
made to wrap up a second client 
for the Berle stanza, which will 
have an approximate $70,000 tal- 
ent-production nut next season 
(plus the $60,000 charge for a full 
hour of time). 

It’s reported that Berle may in- 
crease his layoffs next season from 
once every four weeks to every 
third week, which would pose the 
problem again of finding the alter- 
nate 8 to 9 attraction, as in the case 
; of “Circus Hour.” 


IKE DINING GOLDWYN; 
06 ’ 

LATTER’S ‘GUYS’ TALKS 

Samuel Goldwyn has a dinner 
'date tonight (Wed.) with President 
|Eisenhower at the White House. 
{It’s an informal session which has 
its origin in the filmmaker’s sup- 
port of Eisenhower during the 
presidential sweepstakes last No- 
vember. 

Goldwyn will return to N. Y. fol- 
lowing the D. C. conclave and still 
has plans to embark on a European 
trip April 21. Monday (30) in 
Gotham the producer had an in- 
formal luncheon-session with news- 
paper critics. He revealed he’s ne- 
gotiating. for the rights. to “Guys 
and Dolls” with co-author Frank 
Loesser. 
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+ With a rejuvenated ABC-TV net- 


work (offshoot of the United Para- 
mount Theatre merger) serving no- 
tice that “the sky and the stars 
are the limit” in its bid for preemi- 
nence in show business, a new 
inter-network battle for talent con- 
trol is taking shape. 

Until now ABC has been run- 


|ning a poor third in the coast-to- 


web rivalry, but with its 
acquisition of valuable properties 
in recent weeks, topped by the 
Danny Thomas-Ray Bolger-George 
Jessel pacts, the “full speed 
ahead” signs are posted. 

That NBC-TV is already alerted 
ABC “Grand Opening” 
scheduled for the fall is evident 
from the fact that Frank White & 
Co., despite previous indications of 
curbing excessive talent demands, 
are moving in to strengthen the 
NBC talent roster. 

That NBC is agitated over the 
ABC eagerness to grab off top tal- 
ent availabilities is gleaned from 
its acquisition this week of Tom 
Ewell, with a deal imminent for 
the pacting of Betty Hutton. 

Ewell, star of the Broadway hit, 
“Seven Year Itch,” has a long-term 
radio-TV exclusive which will per- 
mit him to do plays and films. First 
deal will be a half-hour situatiog 
comedy filmed in New York. 

Miss Hutton, arriving in New 
(Continued on page 29) 


Shubert the Younger 
Orders Lopoff of All 
Hired Hands Over 65 


Expressing a long-standing man- 
agerial gripe that many veteran 
stagehands are too old to do satis- 
factory work in legit, theatre own- 
er-progucer J. J. Shubert last week 
ordered the dismissal of all em- 
ployees over the age of 65, includ- 
ing not only grips im the Shubert 
houses, but those working in the 
firm’s costume, scenic and service 
departments. 

Edict is figured likely to have 
little or no effect, as stagehands are 
-not hired individually but are as- 
signed by the union, while em- 
ployees in the costume and scenic 
shops and storehouses are covered 
by seniority contracts with their 
respective unions. 

Informed of the Shubert order, 
a representative of the stagehands’ 
New York local suggested that any 
65-year limit also apply to mem- 
bers of the League of N. Y. Thea- 
tres. According to Who’s Who in 
the Theatre, J. J. Shubert is 73 
and his brother Lee is 78, but both 








th ANNIVERSARY 


are generally believed to be sev- 
eral years older than that. 
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Paris ’53 Baedeker to the Bistros; 
~ New Fun, Same Slogan: Bring Money 





By GENE MOSKOWITZ = 


Paris, March 31. 

Biz not so hot is the verdict of 
the Syndicat Des Cabarets -here. 
This strictly voluntarily joined 
and obeyed union has most of the 
boites here under its emblem, 
which adorns the walls of most of 
its members. Plaque, giving the 
name of the org in bold face, js 
supposed to insure customers and 
tourists that clippo practices are 
not followed. here and that the 
average cabaret charge is adhered 
to without sleight-of-hand tactics 





in re half-filled champagne bot- 
tles, ete. 

Average price for a bottle of 
champagne for two should not 
come to more than 4,600 francs 
($11.50) according to the Syndi- 
cat prexy. He adds that prices are | 
about the same as last year though 
costs have risen. He says this is 
due to shaky nitery biz, and the 
desire of owners not to antago- 
nize the clientele, Object of the 
Syndicat is “to do away with. over- 
charging and be able to convince 
foreign patrons,” he _ continued, 
that Gallic cabarets are out to en- 
tertain rather than fleece custom- 
ers. 

Syndicat’s topper finishes with 
fact that not all boites fall into the 
desired eategory and the biggies, 
of course, charge more due to the 
size of floorshow and overhead. 
However, he feels that ‘most of 
the members stick to the unbinding 
code. 

Nachat Martini, Pigalle nitery en- 
trepreneur, is back here after drop- 
ping a wad in his try at purvey- 
ing Gallic nitery fare to the New 
Yorkers. He dropped a chunk at 
the French Casino (old Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, off 
Times Square) and is now here | 
sticking to his two nudey boites | 
in Montmartre-—Le Pigalles and | 

(Continued on page 20) 


Big Show Biz Flavor To | 
% 1y° * 9 
N.Y.’s ‘April in Paris’ Ball, 
Jose Ferrer, Zsa Zsa Gabor and | 
French imports Suzy Delai# and 
Renee Jeanmair® are among the 
entertainers slated to appear at the 
second “April in Paris” Ball set 
for April 20 at the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y. A total of seven 
tableaux will be presented at the 
ball with socialites and profes- 
sional performers handling the 
thesping chores. Legit producer 
Gilbert Miller anf Barbara War- 
ner, daughter of Jack L. Warner, 
are also scheduled to take part in 
individual tableau productions. 
Ferrer and Miss Gabor, along 
with a group of Can-Can girls, will 
present scenes from the film 
“Moulin Rouge,” in which they 
botii appear. Miss Gabor will also 
do her songs from the pic. Miss 
Delair, chanteuse and actress, due 
in from Paris April 8, will offer a 
program of songs. French drama- 
tist Marcel Achard is writing a 
sketch for Miss Jeanmaire, in 
which she'll sing and dance. Henri 
Sauguet, French composer, will 
also appear in a tableau written 
by him and choreographed by 
Mme. Yvonne Frank, of the Paris 
Opera. Costumes will be provided 
by leading Parisian couturiers. 
Claude C. Philippe, veepee of 
the Waldorf-Astoria Corp., is sec- 
retary and sparkplug of the Ball 
committee. Elsa Maxwell is chair- 
man of the entertainment commit- 
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Festive Birthday Party 
é >? 4 
For ‘Okla.’s’ 10th Anni 

Washington, March 31. 

National Theatre is setting to- 
night (Tues.) for a festive birth- 
day party for “Oklahoma,”* which 
opened exactly 10 years ago at the 
St. James in New York. Scheduled 
to be here for celebration are one 


of the play’s authors, Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d. Co-author Richard 
Rodgers has a bad leg and can’t 


|come. This marks the 10th year 


of their collaboration. 

Others scheduled to be here 
are Theresa Helburn and fellow 
Theatre Guild producer Lawrence 
Langner, and associate producer 
Armina Marshall; Agnes De Mille, 
who composed “Oklahoma’s” bal- 
lets; Alfred Drake, Bambi Linn 
and Rod Alexander of the original 
east; Richard Aldrich, Richard 
Myers and Louis Lotito, operators 
of the National, and other Broad- 
way notables. 

Party is to be held in the Na- 
tional’s new lounge, which opens 
tonight. 





Nitery Tax Receipts Up 
6106 for 8 Months; Amus. 
Biz Skids by $19,500,000 


Washington, March 3% 
General admissions tax collec- 
tions for the first eight months of 
the U. S. fiscal year, commencing 
July 1, 1952, were approximately 
$19,500,000 back of figures for the 


comparable period of a year 
earlier, according to Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue figures just an- 
nounced, It’s estimated that 75 to 
80% of the tax take comes from 
motion picture theatres. 


Thus the drop largely reflects a 
decline in film theatre attendance. 
At the same time, there has been 
a booming market in the sale of 
radios, TV sets, and phonographs. 
For the eight-month period, the 
U. S. excise tax take in this cate- 
gory zoomed by $22,235,000. Large 
bulk of this undoubtedly came 
from tele receivers. Phonographs 
helped the category very little, 
because there was a drop in the 
tax receipts on records. 


February admissions tax receipts 
(for the last of the eight months) 
were down no less than $3,250,000 
from the same month in 1952. 
February figures generally reflect 
January at the b.o. Month's teke 
came to only $20,636,600. How- 
ever, unlike the tax bite on gen- 
eral admissions, the 20% levy on 
nitery checks has held its own. 
For the eight-month period, this 
tax yielded $31,634,000, which was 
$610,000 over the preceding year. 
In the month of February, the re- 
ceipts of $4,248,000, ran about 
gry ahead of the same month 
in ‘ 


In New York’s 3rd Internal Rev- 
enue District—all of Manhattan 
above 23rd St.—the general admis- 
sions tax brought $3,728,000, which 


“was $150,000 back of figures for 


the previous month. However, the 
sock $861,000 nitery tax receipts 
ran double the figures for the pre- 
vious month. 
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Urge Film Biz To 
BR. Oscars on TV 


While pleased with the impact 
of the televised Oscar awards show 
March 19, exhibs are nevertheless 
divided on ‘whether or not it 


would be wiser for the industry to | 


Cry Guy’s Drummer Barred 


go ahead and sponsor the presenta- 
tions itself on TV next year. 

It’s generally conceded that, de- 
spite minor production flaws, the 
show was the public relations job 
of the decade, spotlighting in the 
public’s eye the glamor and the ex- 
citement that goes with Hollywood 
and its personalities. 

At the same time, there are 
some who feel that an added ad- 
vantage could be gained from 
keeping the entire event “in the 
family.” It’s felt that this would 
create an opportunity to plug the 
pic biz more forcefully and direct- 
ly rather than by _ indirection 
through the awards themselves. 

There were a number of com- 
ments pointing to the advisability 
of building the televised Oscars 
strictly around the glamor and 
production side of the industry 
and of finding time to dramatize 
happenings beyond the element of 
suspense about who would get an 
award. It’s pointed out that, from 

(Continued cn page 27) 


BBC Chief Show Biz Loser 
On Queen Mary’s Death; 
No Change in Coronation 


London, March 31. 

There was no general shutdown 
of entertainment as result of the 
death of Queen Mary, but all legit 
and picture theatres will stay dark 
until 6 p.m. today (Tues.), day of 
the funeral, as a mark of respect. 

At the passing of King George 
VI last year, all branches,of show 
biz turned out the lights day of his 
death, with partial closing also 
during the period of the funeral. 

There has, however, been some 
modification of arrangements. The 
London preem of “Stalag 17,” 
which had been set for last Thurs- 
day (26), has been postponed until 
next Saturday (4). This was a joint 
decision by Jack Hylton and Sam 
Byrd, who are co-presenting the 
play at the Princes. 

Prince Phillip had to cancel ar- 
rangements to be chief guest at the 
world preem of “The Cruel Sea,” 
proceeds of whigh were handed 
over to a naval charity. Cabarets 
are carrying on as usual in hotels 
and restaurants, although many of 

(Continued on page 95) 











Shufflin’ Shirley 


Shirley Booth took the spot- 
light twice at the American 
Theatre Wing’s Antoinette 
Perry award dinner at, the 
Waldorf Astoria, N. Y., Sunday 
(29) — once for her thesping 
ability and again for her terp 
agility. Actress copped a Tony 
for her starring performance 
in “The Time of the Cuckoo” 
and later on in the evening 
took over the dancefloor in a 
jitterbug session. 

Actually, she’s an old hand 
at the Lindy-hop, having rub- 
berlegged it with the visiting 
servicemen when she was a 
hostess at the Wing's N. Y. 
canteen during World War II. 





Floorshows Not Frenchy Enough; — 
Paris’ Lido Acts Now Only 507% Yank 





-—+ Pierre Louis-Guerin, 


D.C. Helps Mary Pickford 
Launch Her Bond Drive 


Washington, March 31. 

Mary Pickford came to town yes- 
terday (Mon.) to repeat a patriotic 
role she played 35 years ago when 
she embarked on a tour for Uncle 
Sam to sell Liberty Bonds. This 
time, she is taking to the road for 
six weeks to push a Bond-A-Month 
plan among professional and other 
self-employed people. She will 
speak to some 10,000 women’s club 
leaders in 13 states. 

In launching her campaign, 
Miss Pickford, now nearing 60, 
spoke from the Capitol steps, at- 
tended a luncheon given in her 
honor by House Speaker Joseph 
Martin and was guest at a tea 
given by Mamie Eisenhower. At 
the White House affair, attended 
by wives of Supreme Court justices 
and Cabinet members, guests were 
shown a “Mary Pickford Caval+ 
cade” containing scenes from the 
star’s silent films. 

Tour, arranged by Jacob Mobel- 
ever of the Treasury Dept.’s Bond 
Division, winds up May 13 in San 


Francisco. : 





At Palladium Bow; Union 
Objects to ‘Wandering’ 


London, March 31. 
Three hours before Johnnie Ray 
made his British debut on the 
stage of the London Palladium last 
Monday (23), the Musicians Union 


informed the management that 
they could not grant permission 
for his American drummer, Sam- 
my Fede, to appear with him. 

The Cry Guy, who is partly 
deaf, relies upon his accompanying 
drummer to give out with a 
strong beat, and the MU’s pronun- 
ciamento was regarded so seri- 
ously that, at one time, there was 
even talk of. the theatre closing 
rather than give way. 

Palladium boss Val Parnell went 
so far as to suggest, in a press 
interview, that MU probably ex- 
pected Ray would be unable to ap- 
pear without his own drummer. 
Union called this suggestion 
“scandalous,” and _ said: “The 
management told us that the the- 
atre might have to close.” 


Fede has a _ working permit 
granted by the British Ministry of 
Labour, in view of the special cir- 
cumstances regarding his useful- 
ness to Ray, but MU has its own 
ideas. During afternoon rehearsal 
for the first show, it squawked 
about Fede playing on the drum- 
kit belonging to the _ resident 
drummer of the Skyrockets’ Or- 
chestra (Palladium house band). 
Another kit was sent for. 


A few hours later, the decree 
forbidding Fede from playing at 
all was issued. 


During the first house, the Sky- 
rockets’ drummer accompanied 
Ray while Fede (garbed in a 
cerise jacket like all the other 
band-members) sat by his side, 
whispering instructions to him as 
Ray changed the- tempos. or 
switched his program. Union al- 
lowed this for one performance 
only. 

The MU statment on the sub- 
ject says, “We will not have it as- 
sumed that foreign musicians can 
wander into a British orchestra 
freely. A British drummer would 
not be allowed, under similar cir- 
= to play in the United 

ates.” 


It was pointed out to the MU 
that, aniong others, Danny Kaye 
brought pianist Sam Prager to the 
Palladiumr with him; Frankie 
Laine brought Carl Fischer; Billy 
Daniels brought Benny Payne, and 
that an American drummer was 
actually allowed to accompany 
Jimmy Durante at the Palladium. 
Other accompanists have been al- 
lowed in from time to time. 

MU replied: “Where the union 
has been satisfied that the foreign 
musician is an integral part of an 
act, his appearance has been ap- 
proved. Where such permission is 
given, we cannot accept an obliga- 
tion to justify our action to any- 
body but our own members.” 
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Paris’ Club Lido and also the Em 


pire Theatre, flew back to France 
last week after a‘ three-month 
scouting tour of Havana, Miami 
Beach, Hollywood, Las Vezas and 
New York. Rene Fraday, who pro. 
duces his shows, departs on Fri. 
day (3), to be followed by tie 
| S. talent, sailing April 24 on the 
Mauretania for the new 


L 
“Voila,” which opens May a" 
It will again be a mixed ice- ang 
regular floorshow, but Fraday 


this year, intends to put more ac. 
cent on the.French componente 
About 50% of the personne] will 
be Yank talent, where heretofore 
it was 80% which, while liked by 
the natives, has been criticized by 
American and British tourists vis. 
iting the Continent as not be 
ing “Frenchy enough.” 

For the first time, for instance, 
a native can-can troupe of danc. 
ers will be part of the Lido, which 
is on the Champs-Elysees, now 
that the Bal Tabarin, dark for 
some time, will veer more to a 
vaudery, a la the Moulin Rouge, 
also in the Montmartre sector. The 
Bal may revert to its traditional 
pattern, when its new show next 
December goes in rehearsal, that 
being more for the French pro- 
vineial audiences it wsually at. 
tracts. 

The terping’Cabots, two men and 
a girl, recently at the Versailles, 
N. Y., the acro-dancing Lane Bros. 
(2), and Romayne & Brent, adagio 
iceskaters recently at the Roxy, 
head the Yank acts. The boy skat- 
ing-dancing line will also be from 
New York, but the eight dancing 
girls will again be from England, 
as will the showgirls and nudes 
from Paris, numbering 24 in all, 
it’s the biggest femme line to 
date at Le Lido. Donn Arden, as- 
sisted by David Nilo will again 
stage the dances; last year Arden 
had Ron Fletcher with him, but 
the latter has since stepped out on 
his own with TV chorus lines and 
specialists. 

Sinatra in June 

Per usual, an occasional name 
will further punctuate the Lido 
proceedings, as with Yma Sumac, 
Carmen Miranda and Lena Horne 
in seasons past. Frank Sinatra will 
probably officiate this season in 
like manner, at least for a week in 
June, during the peak post-Corona- 
tion influx. 

Marionettes Lafeyn, from the 
the Quatre Saisons nitery in inti- 
mate Left Bank boite, will be the 
featured French act along with a 
native magico named Danny Raye 
(sic!). Lafeyn’s act comprises five 
people, and utilizes life-size pup- 
pets. He has been mentioned for 
the London Palladium, but Fraday 
states that Lafeyn is tied to the 
Lido for a solid year. 


Lido Show’s U. S. Tour 
Paris, March 31. 

The William Morris agency is 
trying to set a U. S. tour of an 
“official” Lido Club show start- 
ing next December, but there's 
nothing specific yet. 

Plan calls for one month’s book- 
ing in Havana, three months in 





Miami Beach, and two months be-_ 


tween Reno dnd Las Vegas. Ac- 
cent would be even more on the 
Gallic talent, a reverse on the 
Lido’s inclination towards U. S. 
acts, 


‘Grassroots’ Editors Now 
In USSR for ‘Town Hall’ 


Nine U. S. “grassroots” editors 
now visiting Russia were tapped 
over the weekend by ABC and 
Town Hall, producer of “America $ 
Town Meeting,” to participate in 
an exclusive radio-TV discussion 
program on their return from Mos- 
cow. 

Deal was arranged by Town Hail 
radio-TV topper William,.R. Traum 
in a trans-Atlantie phone call to 
James Wick, publisher of several 
U. S. dailies, who is now heading 
a junket of 25 editors through Eu- 
rope and the Middle East. 

ine members, selected by lot, 
got an okay from the Russian Em- 
bassy in London to penetrate the 
Iron Curtain—first such group the 
Soviet Union has admitted in many 
years. Among them are John Bid- 
die of WCPA, Clearfield, Pa.; Re- 
becca Gross, Look Haven, Pa.; 
Martha Hoiles, WFAH, Alliance, 
O.; Bennett Knudson, KATE; and 
other news reporters. 
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Magna to Bow With Super-Roadshow 
Musical; One-Year B'way Run Seen 





Theatre Corp. will launch 
i ae Todd-AO widescreen sys- 
tem with a musical extravaganza in 
color and pudgeted at from $3,000,- 
000 to $4,000,000. Cameras should 
roll in July or by Aug. 1 at the 
latest, and the super-roadshow at- 
traction is skedded to preem at 
New York’s Rivoli Theatre during 
January, 1954. “It is hoped it will 
be a Rodgers & Hammerstein 
property, is the cautious statement. 


For the present, Magna plans 
call for only one picture to be pro- 
duced. It’s expected to be good 
for a one-year run on Broadway. 
During 1954 it'll also be roadshown 
in 24 to 28 leased houses, most if 
not all of them a part of United 
Artists Theatres, which has a 40% 
interest in Magna. 

Joseph M. Schenck, Magna board 
chairman, and showman Mike 
Todd, who along with the Ameri- 
can Optical Co. gave the new sys- 
tem its name, last week (26) clari- 
fied some of the questions about 
the process which has been de- 
veloped in great secrecy. Trade 
and press demonstration showings 
are skedded for May or June at a 
theatre which.-Todd said would 
definitely be outside New York and 
near one of the American Optical 
plants. 

The Todd-4O method breaks 
down into two parts. One involves 
application of 65m film, a special! 
lens and use of a wide screen 
made of radically new material. 
The other, still under wraps since 
patents on it have just been filed, 

(Continued on page 29) 


PAR PROFITS STEADY; 
$5,900,000 FOR ’52 


Paramount's profits are holding 
steady, figured at about $5,500,000 
for 1952, or. about the same as in 
1951, .on the basis of comments 
made by president Barney Balaban 
in a report to stockholders. Chief 
exec’s letter accompanied: checks 
for 50c per common share, repre- 
senting the first quarter’s (1953) 
dividend. 

Par’s annual report for 1952 will 
be published within the next few 
weeks, said Balaban. 


Topper also disclosed that the 
Palm Springs, Cal., demonstration 
of Telemeter, home _ subscription 
TV system in which Par has a 50% 
interest, is now skedded “within 
the next few months.” It had been 
planned for this spring but more 
time is required to wire a suffi- 
cient number of homes in the 
Palm Springs area for the special 
hookup. 


Century’s Schwartz Eyes 
RKO Theatres Stock 


Fred J. Schwartz, head of Cen- 
tury Theatres, N. Y., admits he’s 
interested in possibly taking over 
control of RKO Theatres via stock 
deal with Howard Hughes, but 
adds there’s nothing “solid” in the 
way of negotiations at this time. 
Several groups are pitching for 
the RKO chain, in the belief that 
Hughes is willing to unload his 
24° ownershipR but so far Hughes 
hasn't talked specific terms with 
any bidders. 


On another front, Schwartz re- 
lates he has a survey underway of 
the physical dimensions of all Cen- 
tury locations and plans to install 
20th-Fox’s CinemaScope facilities 
where adaptable. 











R. Lehman’s Stock Moves 


Robert Lehman, member of the 
20th-Fox directorate and partner in 
Lehman Bros., N. Y., investment 
bankers, and some Wall St.~asso- 
Ciates, have been active purchasers 
wrk oe ee stock issue 

recent period 
financial ceuress: Dias eis 

n February, Lehman himself 

bought 2,500 shares, according +o 


the latest 
pert, st N.Y, Stock Exchange re- 


R&H’s Optional Out 


Unless there is an effective 
demonstration of Magna Thea- 
tre Corp.’s Todd-AO wide- 
screen system by Aug. 1 at 
the latest, Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
have the right- to withdraw 
from the setup. Both are on 
the Magna board and are in- 
vestors in the company. 

Under their agreement with 
Magna’s board chairman Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, the Rodgers 
& Hammerstein team will pro- 
duce musical pix exclusively 
for Magna distribution. Rod- 
gers said Monday (30) that 
there had been no decision 
re the first Magna production 
and that there could be no 
R & H participation in one 
until their new musical, “Me 
and Juliet,” was launched. 














Exhibs Gotta 
Jom in 3-D 
Trial-&-Error 


Hesitancy on the part of theatre 
owners to equip themselves for 3-D 
or one of the large-screen processes 
is being rapped by distrib execs, 
despite the obvious dilemma which 
exhibs are facing over -which 
system to choose. Film officials are 
plugging the systems endorsed by 
their own companies, respectively, 
of course, but the point they em- 
phasize is that the exhibs, regard- 
less of the hazards involved, must 
make the 3-D plunge in some form 
in order to give the public the 
opportunity to decide which is best. 

A distrib v.p. was riled last week 
at comment by a prominent circuit 
operator after seeing 20th-Fox’s 
CinemaScope; Warners’ 3-D’er, 
“House of Wax,” and Paramount’s 
method of giving 2-D pix the “feel’”’ 
of third dimension via wide-screen 
projection. Chain owner said: 
“These Hollywood boys ought to 
get together so we'll know which 
way to turn.” . 

Observation riles distribs for the 
reason that, they feel, it reflects 
that many exhibs “are asking to 
be taken by the hand through the 
3-D confusion instead of acting on 
their own and coming up with some 
of the answers as a result of their 
own experiences.” 

It’s clear that thousands of thea- 
tremen are keeping up with the 
times either with plans to equip 
for 20th’s CinemaScope or adjust 
for the 3-D pix such as “Wax.” It’s 
also apparent that numerous others 
are holding back on any decision 
with the hope that the “right” 
system will present itself eventual- 
ly and, in the meantimg, they'll 
not be risking an investment in 
a 3-D approach which may prove 
non-productive. 


Got Goldstein-Fox Job, 
Sez Ferry in 756 Suit 


Hollywood, Mareh 31. 

Felix Ferry agency filed suit in 
Superior Court against 20th-Fox 
producer Leonard Goldstein Mon- 
day (30), seeking $75,000 “reason- 
able compensation” for allegedly 
wangling a 20th pact for the pro- 
ducer. 

Ferry contends Goldstein, while 
at Universal-International, told 
him he wanted to ankle UI for 
20th. He promised compensation 
if Ferry got him the job. Ferry 
claims he told Goldstein he had 
contacts at 20th, and “might be 
able to do Goldstein some good, 
providing (Darryl F.) Zanuck was 
approached at proper time.” 

Ferry alleges he worked on the 
deal three months and “paved the 
way”: for negotiations resulting in 
Goldstein’s getting a seven-year, 








| $2,000-a-week pact last September, 


+ CONVERSION 
COSTS HEAVY 


By FRED HIFT 

Race to bring 3-D and wide- 

screen advancements to the public 

during the next couple of years 

stands to cost American exffibs in 

the neighborhood of $110,000,000 
in new equipment. 


Figure, based on the conserva- 
tive assumption that only about 
12,000 houses will convert to new 
projection systems, could mush- 
room into a much larger windfall 
for the equipment manufacturers 
should the public whim force a 
parallel development of three di- 
mension and large screéns. 

Provided the 3-D bubble doesn’t 
burst—and observers point out that 
the majors’ accelerating pace of 
tri-dimensional production should 
act as a brace against any sudden 
b.o. reversal — the larger part of 
the country’s theatres will have 
to outfit themselves for the new 
age. In that case the overall ex- 
hibition bill may well top the 
$200,000,000 spent by theatres in 
the late ’20s and early '30s in con- 
verting to sound. s 

Exhibition’s $110,000,000 outlay 
for 3-D and panoramic screen sys- 
tems during the next three to five 


| years breaks down something like 


this: 5,000 houses with 3-D, $6,000,- 
000; 3,000 houses with 3-D and 
stereophonic sound, $36,000,000; 
3,000 with CinemaSeope, $57,000,- 
000, and 1,000 with miscellaneous 
systems, $5,000,000. 

In addition, there are other fac- 
tors, such as the possible overlap 

(Continued on page 27) 


SCHARY SHORT TO PACE 
ANTI-20%, TAX DRIVE 


Hollywood, March 31. 

Film industry’s pitch to combat 
the 20% Federal admission tax 
will be spearheaded by a 22-minute 
short produced by Dore Schary at 
the request of COMPO. It will be 
shown at Congressional hearings 
on the tax problem. 

Picture, scripted by Herman 
Hoffman, shows actual figures dem- 
onstrating the plight of motion pic- 
ture theatres throyghout the 
country. After the showing in 
Washington, the pictures will be 
made available to theatre circuits. 





100,000 GAMBL 








Backstage Moves on Several Fronts 
To Unseat Pix Mgts.; Stock Deals Big 





~+ Power to control several film biz 


Loew’s Leads Divvies 

New yearbook published by 
the N. Y. Stock Exchange, 
listing corporations which have 
paid dividends consecutively 
for 20 years or more, shows 
that Loew’s has the top spot 
among film companies. 

Outfit has been sending out 
checks to stockholders unin- 
terruptedly since 1923. In the 
related field, Eastman Kodak 
has the lead, with divvies dat- 
ing back to 1902. 


Oldies’ ‘New Look’ 
Via Par Process 


Cues Re-Run Kick 


Race for technological improve- 
ments in projection techniques may 
lead to a spate of reissued films via 
adaptation of Paramount’s new 
widescreen system, which is de- 
signed to give added values to 
standard 2-D films. 


Process, availabie to all studios, 
at first was touted as “protecting” 
the backlogs of new product. It 
was to give the recently-made 
2-Ds the “feel” of depth dimen- 
sion with the widescreen approach. 
The 2-Ds would thus be on a com- 
petitive footing with 3-D-ers. 


Par plan, additionally, is now be- 
ing appraised for its application for 
bolstering old pix, mainly those of 
large production scope which lend 
themselves to the expanded-screen 
treatment. First commercial test 
of the system may be with Par’s 
“Greatest Show on Earth,” skedded 
for full-scale reissue within the 
next couple of months. If this goes 
through in click fashion, it’s re- 
garded as a certainty that numer- 
ous oldies will be dusted off for re- 
handling. 

Process, as demonstrated at the 
Par studio March 21, involves 
changes in-the aspect ratio of the- 
atre screens. The conventional 


(Continued on page 27) 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Exhibs Mark Time Awaiting Easter; ‘Peter Pan’ 
Back in Ist Place; ‘Sheba,’ ‘Hans’ Next 


With many exhibitors just mark- 
ing time before bringing in fresh, 
strong product for Easter, current 
session is offish. Reports from key 
cities covered by VARIET® show 
that the films doing strong or sock 
trade are the exception with even 
the moderately stout pix lagging. 
Moderate weather and heavy rains 
in numerous keys are proving a big 
handicap to the pre-Easter week. 

“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney) moved 
back into first place after being 
edged out of No. 1 spot last week 
by “Come Back, Little Sheba” 
(Par). “Sheba” is winding up sec- 
ond. “Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO-Goldwyn) is third, same as 
a week ago. i 

“Moulin Rouge” (UA) is climbing 
to fourth pesition, being big to 
smash in most locations. “I Con- 
fess” (WB), which was fourth a 
week ago, finished fifth. “Naked 
Spur” (M-G) again is sixth, same 
as last week. “Blue Gardenia” 
(WB), a newcomer, is capturing 
seventh spot, mainly by dint of 
some 10 playdates. 

“Kettles on Vacation” (U) is 
pushing up to eighth place, pic just 
being launched to any extent this 
week. “I Love Melvin” {(M-G) is 
managing to land ninth position 
while “Jeopardy” (M-G) rounds out 
the Big 19. 

“City Beneath Sea” (U) and 
“Destination Gobi” (20th) are run- 
ner-up.pix in that sequence. 


Of the new strong fare, some of } 





it just starting out this stanza, 
“Call Me Madam” (20th) and 
“Salome” (Col) seem to show the 
greatest potential. “Madam” is 
great on opening week at the N.Y. 
Roxy, smash in-Philly, where it’s 
the ace new pic, and smart in L.A. 
“Salome” is socko in its preem 
week at N.Y. Rivoli. 


“Hitch-Hiker” (RKO), okay in 
Toronto, shapes as stout in L. A. 
where it’s outstanding. “Off Lim- 
its’ (Par) also looms nice, being 
neat in Washington and fine in 
N.Y. on initial dates. “By Light of 
Silvery Moon” (WB) looks very 
good on first session at the N.Y. 
Music Hall. ° 


“Down Among Sheltering Palms” 
(20th) is disappointing on three 
dates this ‘stanza. “Sombrero” 
(M-G), also new, light in K.C. and 
Buffalo, is okay in Frisco and trim 
in Philly. “Lady Wants Mink” 
(Rep) looms oke in Denver. 

“Androcles and Lion” (RKO) is 
rated fair in Boston. “The Star” 
(20th) okay in Frisco, is slow in 
Indianapolis and Cincy. “Clown” 
(M-G) shapes strong in Balto. 

“High Noon” (UA), back to cash 
in on its Oscar, is fine in Port- 
land, fancy in Minneapolis and 
Washington but mild in Detroit. 
“Stars Are Singing” (Par) looms 
okay in Omaha and St. Louis. 

“Seminole” (U), nice in Toronto, 
is rated fairish in L.A. “Battle Cir- 
cus” (M-G) is mild in Pitt. 


(Complete Bozxoffice Reports on 
Pages 13-15) 


corporations is at stake via new 


backstage maneuvers taking place 
on a variety of fronts The intrigue 
on the part of new interests, seek- 
ing to unseat present managements, 
clearly is at least partially respon- 
sible for recent heavy trading on 
the New York Stock Exchange. 


Principally involved are RKO 
Pictures, RKO Theatres and 20th- 
Fox. The outcome of the stock 
buyups and an assortment of pro- 
posed deals conceivably could 
affect the future course of each 
corporation via liquidations and pic 
sales to TV, in addition to exec 
personnel makeup. 


To what extent any group has a 
chance of upsetting the corporate 
status quo is a matter of conjec- 
ture at this time. But so far as the 
RKO circuit is concerned an over- 
haul appears definitely threatened 
by David J. Greene, according to 
one of his Wall St. associates. As 
a result of his proxy battle with 
management last year, Greene now 
holds two seats on the six-man 
board. 


Financial source linked with 
Greene said that Greene and in- 
vestors aligned with him now own 
750,000 shares of the RKO Thea- 
tres common issue. This is still 
short of Hughes’ controlling block 
of 929,020 shares, which are trus- 
teed, but it’s pointed out that any 
further full-scale proxy solicitation 


(Continued on page 24) 


FINNISH OLYMPIC PIC 
READY FOR U.S. DISTRIB 


Official feature-length version of 
the 1952 Olympic Games in Hel- 
sinki, Finland, has finally reached 
New York. The seven-reel pic, all 
in black-and-white, was put togeth- 
er for the Finnish government by 
Suomi Filmi Oi. . 


Herman Lippsett, who on past 
occasions has flacked for the Fin- 
nish government, is rep on the 
pic. He's seeking theatrical dis- 
tribution but is also considering 
sale to TV. 
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Pan’ March B.0. Champ; 
Hans’ 2d, ‘Rouge’ 3d, ‘Sheba’ 4th 





Generally a sluggish month at 
film theatres because of Lent and 
Federal income tax headaches, 
March this year proved as desul- 
tory as ever at the@nation’s box- 
office. Trade at first-run theatres 
obtained a nice boost from the 
Academy Awards near the end of 
the month. But otherwise, only the 
hardiest grossers made much head- 





way during the month. : 

“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney) cop- | 
ped first place at the boxoffice, 
soaring from third place in Febru- | 
ary to a dominating position in the 
last 31 days. It wound up with 
nearly $200,000 better than the 
nearest b.o. rival in four weeks. 
“Pan” was the only pic to come) 
near the $1,000,009 mark in that 
period. 

“Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO-Goldwyn), fourth in the pre- | 
ceding month, finished second in| 
March. Danny Kaye starrer held in | 
second slot nearly every week in ' 
the month. } 

“Moulin Rouge” (UA), with a. 
lift from the Oscar awards, nabbed 
third position by a narrow margin. 
“Little Sheba” (Par) was a close 
fourth, with Shirley Booth, star of 
the film, winning the Academy best 
actress award. Academy hypo was 
sufficient to boost the pic to its 
highest ievei at end of the month. 
Prior to that upsurge, it never rose 
above fourth position. 

“I Confess” (WB), new Hitchcock 
meller with Canadian background, 
won fifth money, although a bit 
spotty some weeks. “Ihe Stooge” 
(Par), February boxoffice winner, | 
wound up sixth. The fact that it} 
had completed most of its first-run | 

(Continued on page 20) 


20th-Fox Pix Rentals Up 
17.67, in ’53; $93,166,603 
Take Registered in 52 


World-wide film rentals of 20th-' 
Fox for the first 10 weeks of 1953 | 
are 17.6% ahead of the same pe-| 
riod in 1952, according to 20th | 
prexy. Spyros P. Skouras’ report 
to the stockholders last week. Film 
rentals in 1952 came to $93,166,-' 
re compared with $92,489,357 in | 

Company and its subsidiaries 
showed a consolidated net of $4,-| 








747,587 for the year ended Dec. 27, | Mervin Hauser.. 
1952, representing an improvement 


of $439,156 over 1951. Two factors, | 


! they'll now encounter in preparing | 
; 


March’s Top 12 
“Peter Pan” (RKO) 
“Hans Andersen” (RKO) 
“Moulin Rouge” ‘UA) 
“Little Sheba” (Par) 

“I Confess” (WB) 

“The Stooge” (Par) 
“Bwana Devil” (UA) 


DWN 





PNIAY 


“Naked Spur” (M-G) 
9. “The Star” (20th) 
10. “Jeopardy” (M-G) 
11. “City "Neath Sea” (U) 
12. “Niagara” (20th). 


RKO Ad Dept. Cuts 
Cue More Lopoffs 


Virtually clean sweep of the ad- 
vertising department at the RKO 
homeoffice. is regarded by persons | 
close to the operation as the fore-/| 
runner to other personnel changes | 
in the interest of economy. James | 
R. Grainger, RKO prez, is bent on | 
cutting administrative costs in the 
face of continued fed-ink entries 
on the books, it’s said. 

Decision was made some time 
ago to switch the ad department ! 
to the studio. However, it was also ' 


} 
' 








‘said that a limited staff would be | 
| kept on in N. Y. Lét-out of eight | 
|}persons last Friday 


(27) conse- 


| quently came as a surprise and had 


reps of indie producers releasing | 
through RKO doing a burn. Their | 
concern centers on problems which | 
a quick ad for, perhaps, trade 
papers in the absence of artists at | 
the film company. 

Only persons remaining at the. 
h.o. are Ben Grim, ad manager, and | 
Lou Gaudreau, who has handled | 
the business end of the depart- 
ment. Released were Carl Moss, 
Stanley Sherwin, Jack McCarter, | 
Hal Sloan, Frank Samfelippo, | 
Lucy Robinson, Muriel James and | 
Vivian Moses. } 

In another switch, Milton Mohr | 
has been named RKO’s assistant | 
publicity manager in N. Y., effec- 
tive April 6, moving from the Par-| 
amount h.o. flackery staff. He'll | 
work under eastern publicity head | 

Spot was left open when Fred | 
Goldberg exited two weeks ago to | 





Proxy Stockholder-Dip 
Into Pix Corp. Treasury 


A recent N. Y. court ruling, per- 
taining to , stockholder-corporate 
relations, is seen by industry at- 
torneys as having a far-reaching 
effect on film companies. The de- 
cision follows, in essence, a 1950 





Delaware ruling, which stipulates 
that successful insurgents in a 
proxy fight for the election of di- 


rectors could pay their freaury.| 


orgotten’ Theatre TV Still Stirring: 


out of the corporate treasury. 
Major film comipanies are incor- 
porated either in New York or | 
Delaware. 


With film stockholders increas- 
ingly needling management (espe- 
cially at 20th-Fox where a serious 
challenge to the present regime 
will be made at a May meeting) 
the N. Y. and Delaware corporate 
laws could make serious inroads 
on corporate funds. In addition, 
it's believed that chance of recov 
ering expenses may induce a larger 
number of shareholders to- chal- 
lenge management policies. 

N. Y. decision stems from a case 
involving Fairchild Engine & Air- 
plane Co. A principal stockholder 
felt that an employment contract 
between the corporation and one 
of the directors was unfair to the 
corporation. When an attempt to 
get the corporation to modify the 
pact failed,» he formed an in- 
surgent stockholder committee 
which proposed its own slate of 
directors. 

Both management and _ insur- 
gents undertook an expensive cam- 
paign to present their arguments 
to the stockholders, with manage- 
ment shelling out $33,968 and the 
insurgents $127,556. The insur- 
gents won; the disputed contract 
was cancelled, and the expenses of 
both groups were paid out of the; 
corporate treasury. 


WHO WILL ‘SADIE’ GET: 








YUL, CHARLTON OR JOSE? 


It’s a tossup among Yul Bryn-| 


however, preclude accurate com- | become publicity director of Italian | ner, star of the Broadway hit, “The | 


parison between the two years. 


procedures to bring foreign earn-| 
ings to the same date as domestic 
operations. Previously they had 
lagged behind by five weeks. 

2. 1962 results include only 39 
weeks of earnings of domestic the- 
atre subsidiaries, totaling $1,491,- 
715. Theatres in 1951 netted Fox 
$2,180,192 for a 52-weeks’ op- 

(Continued on page 24) 


Stereo Sound Seen 3-D 
Bonus by U’s Rackmil 





| Films Export. New IFE setup, in- 
1. The 1952 net includes $1,077,- | a P 


755 as a special credit, represent- | 
ing an adjustment of accounting | 





Stereophonic sound is emerging 
@s one of the bonuses from the) 
eurrent 3-D and widescreen excite- | 
ment, Milton R. Rackmil, Universal | 
prexy, said in N.Y. yesterday 
(Tues.), following his return from 
the Coast. . 

Stressing that U is gearing itself 
to compete in all the various di- 
mensions while not neglecting its 
2-D output, Rackmil disclosed that 
his studio too is at work on a 
widescreen process. Rackmil re- 
turned from the studio over the 
weekend with U exec v.p. Alfred 
Be ne ro Charles Feldman, U 

ral sales manager. The 
been to the Coast to digmess coe. 
duction, in the light of 3-D devel- 
opments, and to set releases 
through the rest of the year. U 
has one stereo pic, “It Came From 
Out of Space,” completed and an- 
— pe the works. 

rriving in. N. Y. Mon 
were William Goetz, U ee 
chief, and Al Horwits, studio ad- 
Pub topper. Goetz, who had seen 
20th-Fox’s CinemaScope on the 
Coast and is enthusiastic over it 
commented that it was a mistake 
to try and compare Cinerama and 
CinemaScope. He expects to leave 
ont Wafer. his wife Edith for 

o-week cruise a 
| ee one board a, yacht 


cidentally, now has “Bernard Lewis | 
as coordinator of promotion for | 
Italian pic production and distri- 
bution. 


—— 
Rep. Heller Joms ‘Repeal 
- e > 
207, Admish Bite’ Solons 
Washington, March 31. 

Still another bill to repeal the 
20% admissions bite was. dropped 
in the hopper of the House of Rep- 
resentatives last week by Rep. 
Louis B. Heller (D., N. Y.). 

In .an accompanying statement, 
Heller said the tax was “a wartime 
measure which still remains on our 
law books, although it was to have 
been automatically repealed six 
months after the conclusion of 
World War IL” 

Heller said the Federal yield 
from the admish tax has “declined 
from $505,000,000 to only $312,- 
000,000 in 1952—a decrease of 
nearly 40% within six years.” He 
said the tax was _ responsible 
for the shutting down of many 
theatres. 








Coyne’s N.Y.-D.C. Bicycle 


Routine-on COMPO Biz 


Robert W. Coyne, special coun- 
sel for the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations, is spending 
more time in Washington than at 
his New York headquarters lately. 
He returned to home base over the 
weekend after cnother in his series 
of stays in the nation’s capital, and 
expects to be off to D. C. again 
shortly. 

In addition to work on the in- 
dustry campaign for repeal of the 
Federal 20% admissions tax, Coyne 
is on the lookout for opportunities 
for the film trade to lend its co- 
operation to the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration, such as the defense 








effort, U. S. bond campaigns, etc. 


+ Two Sides to Upped-Scale Hassle 


increasing 
terms which lead to 


advancing admission 
must up ticket prices when distribs insist 


number of films sold at. renta} 


Say th 
top percentage 


upoa 
serves to spotlight the arguments advanced on both sides. It's , 
hassle that began years ago and seemingly is unending, for the 


producers adamantly reject theatremen’s reasoning re tilted 


SCales 


and the exhibs, in turn, with equal vigor brand 4s invalid the 
r-distribs. 


position taken by the 


produce ; 

Exhibs say that a policy of steady admission prices is the only 
sound one; a fluctuating admission range confuses the public. 
Further, it conveys that the pic for which adyanced prices are 
charged is a worthwhile entertainment and that the pic bringing 


the standard tariff rate is so-so. 
companies collect a percentage greater than standard 


Also, it’s asked, why should the 
with above- 


standard pix when they don’t accept a cut lower than standard 


with sub-standard product? 


The distrib side is—in any other field the “quality” commodity 
brings top money; why not films? Any hard and fast rule against 


upped scales would discourage 
pensive pix. The returns are in 


the production of important, ex- 
on numerous films—“Quo Vadis” 


“Greatest Show on Earth,”—establishing that the public will not 


balk at increased prices. 


This, of course, is all apart from the legalistics involved. Dis. 


tribs are enjoined from forcing 


advanced scales. 











Eyeing B’way Musicals, Ballgames 





Flock of Screens 


Flock of new screens, espe- 
cially designed to meet 2-D, 3- 
D and. widescreen projection 
requirements, is being offered 
by manufacturers. RCA Victor 
announced one using a silvered 
suriace last week, and so did 
the Trans-Lux Corp., which in- 
dicated the cost of its screen 
is “substantially higher” than 
ordinary screens. 

Sol Lesser Productions has 
acquired U. S. distribution 
rights for the  British-de- 
veloped Stableford screen, 
which will be manufactured by 
Donford Corp. of Kansas City 
and is concave in shape. 


Spec Lack Balks 
- British ‘Bwana 


London, March 31. 
There is a feeling of frustration 
at London h.q. of United Artists, 
as prospects of a record gress for 
“Bwana Devil” are being thwarted 
by inability to provide polaroid 
viewers for audiences. There are 





+ Almost forgotten during the ad- 


vent of the 3-D and widescreen 
era, theatre television still has a 
hard core of advocates. However, 
even among this group, serious 
concern is developing since not a 
single closed-circuit event has 
been offered to exhibs since last 
December’s telecast of the Met- 
opera’s “Carmen,” excepting a 
cuffo educational event in three 
New York theatres. 

With none of the so-called the- 
atre TV promoters, such as Thea- 
tre Network Television, Tele-Con- 
ference and Closed-Circuit Thea- 
tre Television, putting forth an at- 
traction, exhib forces, sparked by 
‘S. H. (Si) Fabian, are attempting 
to line up presentations on their 
own. Leo Rosen, of the Fabian org, 
is spending full-time on closed cir- 
cuit activities. 

Rosen has a file full of proposed 
events, both of the entertainment 
variety and ones geared for pres- 
entation during off-hours. The dif- 
ficulty in finalizing pacts, based 
mainly on cost factors and salaries 
|for union help, has seriously de- 
| layed advancement of the medium. 
Both Rosen and the theatre TV en- 
trepreneurs have discovered that 
producers of events being consid- 
tered for telecast have an exag- 
gerated opinion on the value of 
| their attractions. Complaint is that 





| King and I,” Charlton Heston and | enough spectacles in the country) they are demanding astronomical 


Jose Ferrer for the role of Rev.' to service the four theatres where | figures, forgetting that they are 


Davidson in Columbia's “Miss! 
Sadie Thompson,” 3-D_ musical | 
version of Somerset Maugham’s | 
“Rain.” | 

Brynner takes leave of the 
Broadway musical shortly and re- 
portedly can have the role if he 
wants it. Col execs were highly 
pleased with his tests. 

Starring Rita Hayworth, the 
Jerry Wald production will be 
filmed on location on the island of 
Kauai in the South Seas. Shipping 
of equipment will start almost im- 
mediately, with the majority of 
the c and crew being flown to 
the lo€ation site. Curtis Bernhardt 
is set to direct. 


Ontario Drops Age on Kids 
Attending Films to 14 


Toronto, March 31. 

Amendment to the Theatres Act 
has reduced from 16 to 14 years 
the minimum age whereby chil- 
dren in Ontario may attend film 
showings without an adult after 
6 p.m. 

Plan whereby the 14-year-olds 
and under may attend Saturday or 
legal holiday matinees is un- 
changed. . 


N.Y. Film Trade to Assist 
On Catholic Charities 


Total of 55 film tradesters in 
N. Y. have been named to serve 
as part of the Cardinal’s Com- 
mittee of the Laity in the 1953 
Catholic Charities drive, John J. 
O’Connor, Universal v.p. and chair- 
man of the motion picture com- 
mittee, announced. 

George J. Schaefer, indie pro- 
ducer’s rep, is treasurer of the 
drive and L. Douglas Netter, Jr., of 














Altec Service, is v.p. 


the 3-D film is now playing, but 
no prospects of adding to the stock 
for some time to come. 

If the picture could be given 
normal distribution, UA reckons, 
its British gross could amount to 
over $1,300,000, but that figure 
could only be attained so long as 
it is able te exploit a novelty. Once 
that aspect is lost, the film's poten- 
itial gross will doubtless be af- 
fected. 


Since its opening a week ago in 
four key Rank theatres in London, 
Birmingham, Leeds and Glasgow, 
“Bwana” has been playing to rec- 
ord biz. In London the Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch is likely to gross as much 
as $17,000 in the first stanza; with 
four performances a day, it has 
been playing to 3°2 capacity houses 
daily, while both Sunday shows 
were at SRO level. This business 
has been repeated in other situa- 
tions with the exception of Glas- 


(Continued_on page 29) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


James R. Grainger 
Otto Preminger 
Joseph M. Schenck 
Sam Taylor 

Mike Todd 


Europe to N. Y. 
Ned Clark 
Katherine Dunham 
Louis Hayward 
Samuel Matlowsky 





N. Y. to Europe 
Art Buchwald 
Virginia Bolen 
Arthur Freed 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Jascha Heifetz 
Edward G. Robinson 
Sam Spiegel 
Lana Turner 
Robert Whitehead 


| pricing the show out of the reach 
| of the ordinary theatre-goer. 

Rosen has been bullish on a pro- 

posed telecast of a Broadway musi- 


(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Anne Baxter 
Milton Berle 
Earl Blackwell 
Bernard Charman 
Charles Coburn 
Al Daff 

Arlene Dahl 
Brad Dexter 
Howard Dietz 
Dan Duryea 
Tennessee Ernie 
Charles Feldman 
Roger Ferri 
Gracie Fields 
William Goetz 
Paul Gregory 
Milton Grossman 
Al Horwits 
David Jacobson 
Lamont Johnson 
Robert Kintner .. 
Lisa Kirk 
Fernando Lamas 
Karl Malden 
Joseph L. Mankie 
Gene Markey .- 





Jack L. Warner I 
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PICTURES 5 


CENSORS ON THE MARCH AGAIN 


Set 7%, Deals With Exhibs On 
Marciano-Walcott 3-D Bookings TO NEW MOVES 





-ance bookings by United Art-+ 
Moga 3.D pix of the Rocky Mar- 
j no-Jersey Joe Walcott heavy- 


pare A »championship fight are 
being set on a percentage basis. 
Exhibs signing up for the film have 
indica ed they intend to play it in 


junction with a feature picture 
shi h they'll get at a flat rental. , 

Meanwhile, preparation for 
shooting the film, being produced 
by Nate Halpern for UA release, 
got under way yesterday (Tues. ) 
with the first units from Hollywood 
arriving at Marciaro’s Holland, 
Mich., training camp to film pre- 
pout activities. The unit moves to 
Chicago today (Wed.) to obtain 
Walcott footage. Former eee 
also pulls into Chi today for wind- 
up training prior to the April 10! 
pout in the Windy City. 

Pic, to be filmed in the Stereo- | 
Cine process, will be shot by Hol- | 
lywood cameramen. It’s believed | 
to be the first time that a Coast | 
crew has ever covered a bout, the | 
shooting usually being done by the | 
newsreel photogs. John Boyle will 
serve as director of photography 
and Leslie Winik as production 
supervisor. Both recently worked 
on Sol Lesser’s “3-D Follies,” also | 
filmed in the Stero-Cine process. | 
Camera crew will employ nine cam- 
eras to record the bout, with two | 
cameras operating from ringside | 
positions. Permission from the | 
promoters, the International Box- | 
ing Club, has been received to 
work from the ringside stations. 


UA expects to have the film in| 
theatres two or three days follow- | 
ing the tussle. Key city houses | 
can expect the footage on April 13, 
company indicated. Unique aspect | 
of the film is that it is causing 
newsreel theatres to install 3-D 
equipment. 


Quickie Stripix 
In Fast Returns 


With a minimum of coin outay: | 
hefty returns are being realized | 
by producers of quickie exploita- 
tion-type pix, with films dealing 
with burlesque proving among the 
most successful. Most concrete ex- 
ample is the experience of the 
appropriately-named Sensational 
Films which, in five days, turned 


out a 74-minute bump-and-grind 
feature film. 


Brought in at $16,000, it’s figured 
the film can gross between $80,000 
and $100,000. This estimate is 
based on the experience of pro- 
ducers who have made similar pic- 
tures in the past. Sensational’s 

Strip-Tease Holdup” is currently 
in its sixth week at the Times Sq. 
Theatre, one of the three theatres 
in N. Y. handling this type of 
product. House gave the distrib- | 
utor, Union Films, a $2,000 guar- | 


antee against a 20 to 25% arrange- | 
ment. 


Simil 














bade ar deals, involving guaran- | 
ees and percentages, can also be 
or with other theatres, it’s 
aimed. It's estimated that there 
are approximately 1,000 houses in 


(Continued on page 29) 


Hassle Looms Again 
On SWG’s Dues Bite 


Retentio t uywood, March 31. 
Por yd by the Screen Writers 
se of 1% dues, being voted on 
April so at membership meeting 
tate nowt, PPears likely to precipi- 
of lacy” controversy, in an echo 
Spiserse "Ss attempt by Leonard 
a gy? to cut the bite to one- 
to h rs 1%, ‘ Spigelgass attempted 
of Sony, 2, ceiling put-on dues, first 
Unde 0, then $300, but was beaten. 

*rstanding is that a pitch may 
Mt the again for a ceiling. 
““, le same meeting, an agree- 





e mad 


B’way’s 3-D Race 
Columbia yesterday (Tues.) 
closed the deal by which it 
will beat Warner Bros. with | 
the first Broadway opening of | 
a 3-D pic from a major studio. 
Col’s “Man in the Dark,” | 
Edmond O’Brien-Audrey Tot- | 
ter costarrer, was pacted to 
preem at Harry’ Brandt's 
Globe Theatre next Wednes- 
day (8). WB’s “House of Wax,” 
with Phyllis Kirk and Vincent 
Price in the leads, is skedded 
to bow at the Paramount the 
following Friday (10). 











— 4 between the exec board and 
Seenecea® will be voted on, and a 
SWC. py OPerational -plan of | 

'S TV writers. \ 


RKO Has Its Own 
Sweepstakes: 2 Pix 
Pushing $8,000,000 


In a unique situation for any dis- 
tributor, and particularly RKO in 
view of its unsettled condition of 


| recent past, the Howard Hughes 


outfit has two films on its own re- | 
leasing sked competing for the 
tallest coin among all current pix | 
in circulation. On the basis of 
returns so far, Samuel Goldwyn’s 


“Hans Christian Andersen” and 


Walt Disney’s “Peter Pan” will 
bring in domestic distribution reve- 
nue of about $8,000,000 each. 


Goldwyn figures “Hans” at $7,-| 
000,000 to $8,000,000, the latter | 
amount being the more likely if 
the production holds to its current 
sock b.o. pace. On the Disney side, | 
it’s said that $8,000,000 for “Pan” 
is a “conservative estimate,” that | 
the cartoon entry could go well 
beyond that level. 


The two films are selling at ad- | 
vanced admission price scales gen- | 
erally via 60-40 deals with exhibs, 
that is, 60% of the gross going to 
the distrib. 


Incidentally, it’s claimed that al 


i 


study so far of the audience divi- | 
sion with “Pan” shows a_ 65-35 


| adult-children ratio. Greater per- 


centage of adult admissions is im- 


|publishing circles. 


|revised measure pointing to 
| tightening of censorship in the 


| With the industry preoccupied | 
with technical changes, the éensors | 
| are on the march again, according | 
| to informed filmites. Although the | 


sound of snipping shears hasn't 
reached nationwide proportions, 
there have been indications of re- 


newed blue-pencil activity in vari- | 
| ous communities. The censors, con- | 
| Sisting of either officially-backed 
| boards or local pressure groups, 
| are not only aiming their scissors at 


films but are also attacking books, 
with the pocketbook edition re- 
ceiving the main barrage. 

With the scissors wielders again 


| flexing their muscles, serious con- 


cern is being expressed in film and 
Chairmanned 
by playwright Elmer Rice, the Na- 


| tional Council on Freedom from 


Censorship, an affiliate of the 
American Civil Liberties, Union 
meets tonight (Wed.) to map a pro- 
gram in an effort to halt the march 
of the censors. According to a re- 
liable source, the confab will make 
specific mention of censorship 
problems confronting films. 
Indication of the renewed activi- 
ty is a bill before the New Jersey 
legislature empowering communi- 
ties to set up local censoring 
boards. This is the first new meas- 
ure involving film censorship to be 
introduced in a state in the past 


|22 years. Exhib forces in New 


Jersey, sparked by the Allied The- 
atre Owners of N. J., are marshall- 
ing their forces to defeat the bill, 
with appeals being made to both 


| the lawmakers and to Gov. Dris- 
coll. 


Maryland Revise 
In Maryland, where fiims have 
often run into censor difficulty, a 


state has been introduced in the 


| assembly. Bill has the approval of 


Sydney Traub, chairman of te 

State Board of Censors. Adding the 

word “profane” as a reason for re- 
(Continued on page 29) 


Arnall Asks Data On 
Italo-U.S, Pic Pact; Seeks 
Indies’ Own Bank Acc’ts 


Charge of “discrimination” was 











Re-Discovered 

It apparently takes acclaim 
in a Broadway show for a film 
star to receive special recog- 
nition. Rosalind Russell’s mar- 
quee value has been upped be- 
cause of’ her performance in 
the musical hit, “Wonderful 
Town.” 

Terrace Theatre, on New 
York’s West 23d St., bills star 
| as “Broadway’s Newest Sensa- 
| tion.” House is showing a re- 
| vival of “My Sister Eileen,” 
film version of yarn on which 
the legituner is based. 


TOA Gets Senate 
Bid to Discuss 
Distrib ‘Abuses 


Theatre Owners of America has 
received an invitation from the 
Senate Small Business Committee 
\for officials of the exhib org to, 
j}make an appearance before the | 
group when hearings open in Wash- 
|ington later this month on alleged 
|distrib trade practice abuses. 
| Whether TOA will accept the in- | 
vite, based on voluntary accept- | 
/ance, is a matter for the board of | 
| directors of the exhib outfit to de- | 
|termine. Board action, it’s indi- | 
' cated, will not be set until the re- | 
turn from a European trip of TOA | 
| prexy Alfred Starr. Latter is due | 


| 











s | back about April 15, almost coin- | 


|ciding with the time set for the | 
opening of the Senate probe. 
| TOA’s policy, as expressed in the | 
| past by Starr and other TOA top- 
| pers, has been to avoid seeking 
| Government intervention in intra- 
trade disputes. Starr has frequent- 
|ly declared publicly that “we have 
no plans to call in the cops.” How- | 
ever, an indication that TOA might | 
| be changing its tune was a recent | 
| blast issued by Starr and executive 
veepee Walter Reade, Jr., condemn- 
ing the recent trend in film réntals 
| and the increase in the issuance of | 
| pre-release pictures. While not| 


portant for the obvious reason that | leveled against the Italian govern-/| stating so specifically, there was | 


the youngsters pay 50c at the b.o.| ment Monday (30) by Gov. Ellis} an intimation in their charges that 


whereas the tab for grown-ups runs 
to about $1.20 or higher. 


General Precision In 
100% Net Profit Hike; 
$54,326,849 in Sales 


With its sales volume up 82% | 
to $54,326,849 in 1952, General | 
Precision Equipment Corp. and | 
subsidiaries yesterday (Tués.) dis- | 
closed a more than 100% increase | 
in net profit, from $596,546 in 1951 | 
to $1,255,278 in 1952. 


Company’s annual report further | 








showed that the number of di-| Picture Assn. of America prexy | spotlighting new techniques in its 


Eric Johnston and the Italian in-| first 3-D effort, including the War- 


rectors on the board last month | 
had been increased from 17 to 21, 
with the resulting vacancies to be 
filled at the annual stockholders 
meet April 28. 


General Precision prexy and | 
board chairman Herman G. Place 
said overall sales had been boost- 
ed despite the fact that sales of 
motion picture equipment and sup- 
plies had dropped from $14,721,000 
in 1951 to $13,728,000 last year. 


Major portion of the sales gain 
stemmed from increased activities 
of several subsidiaries operating 
in the fields of mechanics, optics, 
hydraulics, electricity and _ elec- 
tronics, essentially for the Armed 
Services and heavy industry. The 
backlog of orders at the ciose of 
1952 was $106,900,000 compared | 
With «$32,000,000 in 1951. 


The $1,255,278 net in 1952 | 





equalled $1.88 per common share, | Coast next week to further explore | 


compared with 99c. per common 
share earnings in 1951. Profit be-| 
fore taxes was $3,130,578 as against | 
$1,055,969 in 1951. } 


Arnall, Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers prexy. 
His criticism was based on the 
Italians’ refusal to make establish- 
ment of separate bank accounts 
for the indies part of any new 
Italo-U. S. film deal. 

Arnall is in Washington this 
week sounding out the State Dept. 
on “what would happen if we 
did't go along with the proposed 
agreement.” He said SIMPP was 
“bitterly disappointed,” since the 
org had been given to understand 


| by the Italians that there would be 


separate bank accounts. 

He said he was “puzzled” by 
several aspects of the pact negoti- 
ated in Rome last week by Motion 


dustry. One point Arnall would 


like clarified is whether the new | 


“loan,” amounting to 10% of 
American earnings in Italy, should 
be considered a subsidy, and if 
not, why not. SIMPP has taken a 


dies, and has stated that it will 
not go along with any agreement 
that provides for them. 

In announcing’ reduction 
financial aid to the Italians from 
124%2% to 10%,, Johnston said, in 
Rome, that the arrangement was 
being continued “although a ma- 
jority of the American companies 
oppose the program.” 

SIMPP’s plans for establishing a 
foreign department, with a rep 


headquartering in N. Y., are tak-| 


ing shape and were discussed in 
N. Y. last week, according to 
Arnall. He expects to go to the 


the project with SIMPP members 
and also to look around for some- 
one with a suitable background ‘o 
fill the post. 


| individual members of TOA might 
seek relief from the Dept. of Jus- 
tice. The invitation to TOA was 


(Continued on page 27) 


WB Out to Overcome 
Beefs Re Early 3D-ers, 
Bills ‘Wax’ as ‘First’ 


In view of some public resent-| 
ment brought about by early films| 
| in the 3-D medium, WB is labeling | 

its introduction of “House of Wax” | 
las a “first.” Aimed to overcome | 


|any resistance, the company is 











'nerphonic sound system. 

| Witn the knowledge that the 
Warner film may have far-reaching 

effects on the future course of the 


/company as well as the industry, | 


| WB’s technical staff is keeping a 


‘resolute stand against any subsi-| careful eye on installations, espe- 
/pially as regards the sound equip- | 


| ment. In some quarters, the intro- 
| duction of stereophonic sound, al- 


of though overshadowed by the new 


| sight effects, is regarded. almost of 
|equal importance. It’s felt that 
| despite the outcome of the 3-D 


versus widescreen race, stereo 


/sound will become standard equip- | 


| ment for all theatres. 
| Meanwhile, theatres set to play 
|_“Wax” are proceeding with the 
| sound installations. In New York, 
| technicians are working round-the- 
| clock to ready the Paramount for 
| April 10 preem of the picture. 
Technical staff moyés into the 
| theatre immediately following the 
last show and works until the 
_ house opens its doors for,the early 
| trade. 


PIXE ne AIERTE Italo US. Pact May Pour $6,000,000 
In US. Pix Purse, Hamstring [FE 


+ Indie distribs in N.Y. this week 
| expressed satisfaction over the new 


14-moenth Italy-U.S. film deal which 
specifically bars use of American 
funds in Italy for subsidized dis- 
tribution of Italian pix in -this 
coyntry. 

Proposed pact ups dollar remit- 
tances from the former 3712% to 
40° of American distrib earnings. 
It is seen as a possible blow to 
Italian Films Export, which dis- 
tributes as well as promotes Italo 
product here, Under the former 
deal, 1242°%—now reduced to 10% 
—of U.S. earnings went to main- 
tain IFE. The current pact expires 
June 30. 

New deal agreed on in Rome last 
Friday (27) between Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America prexy Eric 


| Johnston and the Italian producers 
group, gives U.S. 
| money; imports are retained at the 


distribs more 


225-pix-a-year level, with additional 
permits for the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
Also, 50% of American earnings 
remain frozen, as in the past, but 
can be channeled into “wider uses” 
which, Johnston commented, “we 
think will be beneficial to the Ital- 
ian industry, people and govern- 
ment.” 

Agreement, which runs to Aug. 
31, 1954, is still subject to Italian 
government approval which, ac- 
cording to an MPAA spokesman in 
N.Y., is expected to be forthcom- 


British Exhibs 
Go Slowly on 3-D 


London, March 31. 

An appeal for all-industry talks, 
including policy discussions with 
Hollywood, to probe the possibili- 
ties of 3-D standardization before 
exhibitors become involved in a 
permanent installation, is made in 
a confidential memorandum being 
circulated among British exhibs. 
Feature of the memo is an analysis 
of the known 3-D systems by«the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
technical expert, L. Knopp, plus 
some practical observations on 
questions of policy and application, 

The current stampede in Amer= 
ica, it is suggested, may be charac- 
teristic of that country. With the 
conflict of systems, the report 
urges an immediate approach on 
standardization. As a'tentative sug- 
gestion it is proposed that this 
standardization should determine 
the practical maximum wic¢ of 
screen in conjunction with stereo- 
scopic projection and a suitable 
projection. 

It is pointed out that very few 
British theatres could accept a 
screen of the proportions being 
adopted by Cinerama and Cinema- 
Scope without most unsatisfactory 
reduction in screen height. An- 
other aspect of the excessive 
screen width is the loss of seating 





| accommodation which would in- 


volve the removal of some seats. 

In his summing up, the CEA’‘s 
| Kopp argues that since both siereo- 
scopic and larger screen presenta- 
| tion represent a considerable ad- 
vance in picture technique, future 
progress and standardization shoulg 
aim at welding these two into a 
single system. 





| Landy Victor in % 
Suit Vs. Small Agency 


Hollywood, March 31. 

Paul Small Artists was ordered 
to pay literary agent George Landy 
a percentage of commissions col- 
| lected from writer Laslo Vadnay as 
long as Vadnay is with the agency. 
| Order favoring Landy, who sued 
| Small, was made by Bevhills Judge 
| Henry Draeger. 

Landy had contended his pact 
with the agency called for con- 
tinued payment for pacting Vad- 

nay, even though he had exited the 
| office. 


; 
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am release of Robert I. Jacks 
(Gerd Oswald. associate) Stars 
F March. Terry Moore. Gloria 
Grahame, Cameron Mitchell ea y 
Sherwood from stery by=Neil Paterson. 
music, Franz Waxman; camera, 
tration Hagen; director 
T N. Y., March 27, S3. 
Running time, 105 Mi 
Karel Cernik .........--- March 
Tereza Cernik ... yrs, Moore 
Zama Cernik ........-- Gloria Graheme 
Joe Vosdexk .......--.- Cameron, Mitcheil 
boghe asd oéuouaste Adolphe Menjou 
Marevil «-ccccocceccesess Robert Beatty 
Budelpht  .. ..-cscccccsese Alex D'Arcy 
Krofia ‘a ..Richard Boone 
Konradin Pat Henning 
Jaremir Paul Har.man 
The Chief bees Jehn Dehmper 
Cirkus Cernik . The Brumbech Circus 
Duchess ‘ Dorothea Wieck 
The Sergeant Philip Kennezdiy 
Vima Konradin ......< Edelweiss Maichin 
Caplain -aacees-William Castello 


Mrs. Jaromir Margaret Slezak 


“Man On a Tightrope” is a taut 
“chase” for OK b.o. in all situa- 
tions. The chase, in this instance. 
is an entire circus, a shabby enough 
troupe but, nonetheless, a burden- 
some commodity to “sneak” across 
any Iron Curtain frontier. But 
Fredric March does achieve this 
as he maneuvers his one-ring cir- 
cus from Czechslovakia into the 
Western Zone and freedom. 

The political overtones are un- 
derplayed but the manner in which 
police state obligation is thrust 
upon even ap itinerant group of 
mountehanks has been graphically 
scripted by Robert E. Sherwood. 
It depicts the last remnants of a 
once great circus until “the people 
and the state” took over its tech- 
nical ownership, and_ permitted 
March to manage and operate it 
under governmental sufferance. 

Director Elia Kazan has limned 
his characters with proper mood 
and shade, as the red-tape of the 
Reds becomes mountingly obstruc- 
tive. He has projected beaucoup 
romance against the general back- 
ground, including a willful daugh- 
ter (ferry Moore) and a flirtatious 
second wife (Gloria Grahame), un- 
til the return to the spirited man 


that March once was renews her | 


affection for the reinvigorated hus- 
band whom she thought too 
solemn for happier domestic rela- 
tions. 


Terry Moore is equally volatile 
in her affections for Cameron 
Mitchell, an itinerant deckhand 
whom March suspects as the spy 
for the Czech secret police until 
it is revealed that he is, in ac- 
tuality, an American GI, caught 
behind the Iron Curtain by freak 
of circumstance. } 

There is effective suspense in 
Adolphe Menjou’s interrogation, 
as an officious propaganda minis- 
try attache whom John Oecehner 
and Phillip Kenneally resent for 
overstepping his authority in their 
domain of secret police probings. 

Robert Beatty, as a rival circus 
owner who seemingly enjoys 
greater elan with the Commie au- 
thorities, emerges as the showman 
first, in a capitally staged fight 
seene with March as a cover-up for 
the spy or spies within March's 
own circus. The renegade turns out 
to be Richard Boone, the seemingly 
loyal bossman of the equipment. 

The bold daylight manner in 
= the —— _ oy calliope 
style, para right auxiliary 
frontier guards and plans its diver- 
sion tactics for escape into the 
American zone, has been plausibly 
staged by Kazan. Much of this 
footage was shot in Austria and 
Germany and bespeaks authentic 
flavor 

Every detail of the freedom-hun- 





Wi 
Greer, Mitzi Gaynor, David Wayne 
Gloria De Haven; features Gene k 
hart. Jack Paar. Alvin Greeman. 

Gilbert, Henry Kulky. Directed by Ed 
, mund 2 ing. Screenplay. Claude 
| Binyen, Albert Lewin. Burt Styler: based 
on a story by Edward Hope: camera 
} (Technicolor), Shamrey; editor, 


Louis Loeffler: musical direction, Lionel 
Newman: songs, Harold Arien. Ralph 


The Paris Express 
“The Paris Express,” Tech- 
nicolor British-made 


tion starring Claude Rains and 
Marta Toren, was reviewed in 
Variety from London in the 


title of “The 
Watched the Trains Go By.” 
Myro said of the pic adapta- 
tion of the Georges Simenon 
novel that a “strong cast, 
pleasing color and an in- 
triguing yarn are the major 
selling qualities of this new 
Anglo-American film. Pic is 
strong énough to merit some 





Blane. Previewed March 25, 53. Running | 


lime. 86 MINS. } 
Capt. Bill) Willeby William Lundigan | 
Diena Forrester Jame Greer 
Kozouila ..Mitzi Gaynor 
it. Carl O. Schmidt . “David Warne 

Gloria De Haven | 


Angela Toland 


Gene Lockhart | 


I Mike Sloan Jack Paar 
Care Eee an. cccdscea Alvin Greenman 
Mimg Jilowild ......cccesse Billy Gilbert 
ist Sergeant Henry Kulky 
Major Carwin : Lyle Talbot 
iA. Everly ....-Ray Montgomery 
14. Homer Briggs .. Ceorge Nader 
Kadio Operator . Charlies Tannen 
Wen. 4 cathoedwns Claude Allister | 
ee, TOGGe cccestaese Edith Evanson ‘{ 
Col. Parker .. Pay Roope | 
Witelh DDGGBEE <cecccsackase vid 
RR ees Sialofi Jerry Tale 


Aide to Colonel 





The smailer, more general runs 
offer the best chances for “Down 
Among the Sheltering Palms,” a 
mild little service comedy with 
musie that features so-so tunes and 
hit-and-miss humor. As a program 
booking it can go either top or bot- 
tom of the bilL 

The cast, while willing and com- 
petent enough, is more or less 


wasted in the weak, dated materia! | 


dished out in the script. Edmund 
Goulding’s direction doesn’t help 
the unfoldment much. Fred Kohl- 
mar’s production uses Technicolor 
tints to dress up the presentation 
of a story about a tropical island 
paradise, where occupation troops, 
eager to woo willing native girls, 
are hamstrung by non-fraterniza- 
The script, by Claude 
Albert Lewin and Burt 


‘tion rules. 
| Binyon, 


; 


; 
| 
i 


ag Popular showing in the 


Reviewer added that “the 
script does not consistently 
keep to the expected level, but 
the skill of the artists glosses 
over the writing defects. Ba- 
‘sic situation is adroitly han- 
died while slick editing gives 
the story forceful suspense.” 
Pic, which Raymond Stross 
produced in association with 
Josef Shaftel, is being dis- 
tributed in the U. S. by George 
J. Schaefer. 








Ssiatnanieaeatiieldll 


and will be liked by most general 
audiences outside the top key 
situations. 

The Howard Christie production 
features fine scenic values, lensed 
on location near Durango, Colo., 
and these aid the film's accept- 
ability. Picture is unfolded with 
interest under George Sherman’s 
direction and, as with most Me- 
Crea outdoor starrers, the em- 
phasis is on western authenticity 
and flavor, rather than helter- 
skelter oater action. Joseph Hoff- 
man scripted plausibly from a 
story by Irving Ravetch. 

Plot concerns McCrea and his 
young son, Jimmy Hunt, who come 
to Timberlane and buy a small 
farm, obstensibily to make an 
honest, but meager, living from 
the soil They tind the commu- 
nity plagued with holdups and 
killings, but, even after the son 








Styler, from a story by Edward'has witnessed the killing of a 
| Hope, is very lightweight, but does | 


manage to get a few titters here 
and there in contrived situations. 
William Lundigan commands a 


|troop of GIs sent to occupy the’ 


island of Midi in the South Pacific 
at the close of World War II. Be 
cause of the non-fraternization 
regulations, he tries to set an ex- 
ample for his men by restraining 
| his feelings for Jane Greer, niece 
| of Gene Lockhart, a missionary on 
the island. Emphasis is on frus- 


Pinkerton man by outlaws, dad re- 
fuses to join a vigilante group that 
is trying to bring law and order 
to the town. McCrea teams with 
the outlaws to rob a stage and with 
his share of the loot buys things 


| for the farm and marries neighbor 


Barbara Hale. Soon, 
McCrea’s mysterious comings and 


| goings, timed with new robberies, 


alienate him from his family and 


iit is not until the finale action 


tration all around and the situation | 
isn't helped any when Gloria De) 


Haven, sexy newspaperwoman, 


ithe outlaws. 


that his son and wife discover he 
is*an undercover Pinkerton man 
trying to smoke out the leader of 
The latter is dis- 


visits the island and has her ad-| closed as Charies Drake, affable 
vances spurned by Lundigan. She | and respected horse rancher who 
ireveals in her column that the | heads the vigilantes. 


|island king had gifted the com- 


i 


McCrea takes his starring role 


|manding officer with a princess) in stride and gives a good account 


played by Mitzi Gaynor, thus stir- | of himself. 


Miss Hale is properly 


‘ring up an official investigation | sweet as the bride and young Hunt 


/and further unrest among the GIs. | excellent as the son. 
| When the linen has been washed,! and Jim 
| however, Lundigan is cleared and | skullduggery as Drake's 


;the non-fraternization rules are 


Alex Nicol 
Arness contribute able 
chief 
henchmen and the latter is a dis- 


| abolished so everyone is happy at! arming villain. Roy Roberts, Frank 


|the fadeout. 
Co-starring with Lundigan and 
the Misses Greer, Gaynor and De 


Haven, is David Wayne, as a lieu- 
| tenant. The foursome tries hard 
| but needed a better script and 
\firmer guidance. Lockhart, Jack 
| Paar, Alvin Greenman, an amusing 
/corporal; Billy Gilbert, the native 
‘king, and Henry Kulky, a top sarg, 
| are among the featured players. 
Harold Arlen and Ralph Blane 
| contributed “I'm a Ruler of a 
South Sea Island,” sung by Lundi- 
|gan and Wayne; “Who Will It Be 
| When the Time Comes,” nicely 
‘done by Miss Greer, and “What 


gry troupers in their coup is plausi-| Make De Difference?,” sung by 


bly performed and presented. Even | 
the side byplay of the Czech sen-. 


tries and the Yank counterparts 


come across in the right key, never | 


overdone yet maintaining the 
proper pitch and excitement. All 
the components, from March, who 
is capital as the proud owner of 
a once proud circus, through the 
rest of the cast, al with the 
Robert L. Jacks-Gerd ald pro- 
duction auspices, are big ee. 
c 





Coast Paramount to 3-D; 
‘Wax,’ ‘Fort Ti’ Lead Off 


Hollywood, March 31. F 
Fanchon & Marco's Hollywood 


Paramount, a 1,439-seater on Hol- 
lywood Bivd., is the first major 
firsi-run theatre in this sector to 
adopt an exclusive 3-D policy. 
iouse has Warners’ “House of 
Wax” and Columbia’s “Fort Ti” 
booked through June 17. 


Hollywood Blvd., now has two ™ 


major theatres exclusively devoted 
to new process pictures. The War- 
ner Hollywood, currently remode!- 
ing for Cinerama, will open late in 
April with “This Is Cinerama.” 


Miss Gaynor. The title tune is 
reprised several times and Miss De 
Haven sings the oldie, “All of Me.” 
An unimpressive native dance is 
_terped by Miss Gaynor. Technical 
credits are okay. Brog. 


The Lene Hand . 
(COLOR) 


Well-made program western 
feature in color with Joel 
McCrea. 








| Hollywood, March 27. | #27 
ward Christie 


| Universal release. of 


, Zachary 
|Sarah Jane 
Jonah Varden 
, George Hadley 


eee eee. 2 





ee eee eet aee 
i 


Joel McCrea 
this well-made 
feature im Technicolor that makes 
‘a direct pitch to the famiiy trade 


heads the cast of 


; 
i 


Ferguson and young Wesley Mor- 
gan are among others doing their 
share in the plausible plotting. 
Maury Gertsman is responsible 
for the fine scenic values in the 
lensing. The editing is not quite 
as smooth as it could be. Brog. 





Fert Vengeance 
{COLOR) 





Fair outdoor programmer for 
smaller situations; formula 
plotting and presentation. 








_| er situations, 


Hollywood, March 


30. 
Allied Artists release of Walter 


| Wanger production. Stars James Craig. 
| Rita Moreno, 


Keith Larsen: features 
——_ ag Charies irwin. Morris 
. Guy Kingsford, Michael Grang- 
er, Patrick Whyte, Paul Marion. Emory 
Parneil. ected by Lesiey 
Written by Dan Ullman; camera (Cine- 
Neumann; editor. 
Dunla 


eee eee ee 


ee ee 





This is a rather placidly-paced 
outdoor programmer for the small- 
where its formula 





western program! b 





plotting and presentation will draw 
a fair reception. 

Lesley Selander directed the 
Walter Wanger production from a 
screen story by Dan Uliman. Pic- 
ture isn’t equipped with as much 
excitement as desirable in this type 
of yarn and, as a consequence, the 
footage is inclined to walk more 
often than it runs. Basically, the 
story is okay, plot dealing with two 
rothers, one good and one wild, 
who flee into Canada from the 
States after a card-game scrape. 


however, | 


James Craig, the good one, talks 
his brother, Keith Larsen, inte 
ee ee Ce ee 


Brothers are useful to 
Mounties, headed by Reginald 
Denny, because of their knowledge 
of Sitting Bull’s Sioux Indians, 
who also are in Canada trying to 
stir up the peaceful Blackfeet, led 
by Morris Amkrum. Larsen’s wild- 
ness continues and, with the aid of 
a crooked trapper, he steals furs 
from Ankrum’s son, Paul Marion. 
To prevent exposure, he kills the 
trapper and Marion is accused. To 
save Marion and uphold the tradi- 
tional fairness of the Mounties, 
Craig goes after his brother. The 
latter is killed by an arrow from 
an Indian and Craig brings in the 
body in the nick of time to save 
the falsely accused redskin and 
prevent an Indian uprising. 

Performances follow the formula 
handling. In addition to those 
named, other principals 
Rita Moreno, 
daughter of Emory Parnell, Irish 
trader, Charles Irwin and Guy 


Granger as Sitting Bull. 





| processed in Cinecolor, and the 
| hues are not particularly good. 
| Editing by Walter Hannemann and 
the music score by Paul Dunlap 
are okay. Brog. 








Woman They Almost 


Lynehed 
(SONGS) 


| Lghtweight, talky feature for 
boekings in the lesser situa- 
tions or aS a programmer. 


Hollywood, March 30: 

Republic release. Stars John Lund, 
Brian Donlevy, Audrey Totter, Joan Les- 

| lie; features Ben Cooper, Nina Varela, 
Jim Davis. Reed Hadley. Ann Savage, 
Virginia Christine, Marilyn Lindsey, 
Nacho Galindo. Directed by Allan Dwan. 
Screenpiay, Steve Fisher: based on Sat- 
evepost story by Michael Fessier; camera, 
Reggie Lanning: editor, Fred Allen: mu- 
sic, Stanley Wi ; songs. Victer Young, 
Peggy Lee, Sidney Mitchell, Sam Siepi. 
Previewed March 27, ’53. Running time, 








90 MINS. 
Lance Horton ..........- John Lund 
SEE <n 0580500 oceck bet Brian Donlevy 
Kate Quantrill ........... Audrey Totter 
ST Ma 506 6 h660000006u Joan Leslie 
Pree Ben Cooper 
EE GD 3. 60 no 2 sed waas James Brown 
Delilah Courtney .......... Nina Varela 
an Wn 435 i6 dake eee beak a Elien Corby 
Er ae Fern 
ae Minerva Urecal 
Ce WOE so vccccsctccs Jim_ Davis 
Bitterreot Bill ............. Reed Hadley 
Glenda ...... Ann Savage 
SY SP ere rrre Virginia Christine 
SN ols tha ¢6 ot aine oSkae arilyn Lindsey 
Sn PT + sonessevec Nacho Galinde 
DE “ws bveckbinseea Richard Simmons 
ED ances @e4<é ace rdon Jones 
Bartender eee ee Frank Ferguson 
MOE one escvoscccccson .--.Post Park 
Quantrill’s Henchman ..Tom McDonough 
uta coeéede ge 6eneus oaae Ryan 
SE Seas: mat Onas-oa Richard Crane 
Ph. Absibes nace tan .-Carl Pitti 
DEEL Satsees $60 cacscesant Joe Yrigoyen 
Sy <dithwad ste conde ke Jimmie Hawkins 
Olé Man ...............James Kirkwood 
Bill Anderson .......... Paul Livermore 





Lightweight entertainment val- 
ues are offered in this awkwardly 
titled costume feature, which is 
headed for bookings in the lesser 
situations, or as a lowercase pro- 


| 90 minutes of footage is long for 
| that classification. Names are fa- 
miliar, but will mean little as far 
as ticket saies are concerned, — 


Promise of strong action is held 
out as film opens, but the “e 
soon peters out into a round of 
talk that~- gets nowhere. Allan 
Dwan's direction is best when 


tion scenes, but can’t master the 
illogical script and excessive dialog 
that makes up most of the running 
time. Neither can the four stars. 
John Lund, Brian Donlevy, Audrey 
Totter and Joan Leslie, nor the 
other cast members. 


Presentation, without « producer 


treme and a straight plot line is 
hard to sort out of the welter of 
story tangents and characters to 
be found in the Steve Fisher 


evepost yarn by Michae! Fessier. 
Setting is an Ar Missouri 
border town which is kept neutral 
in the War Between States by a 
lady mayor and lead mine owner, 
Nina Varela) To Border City 
comes Miss Leslie on a surprise 


_visit to her brother Reed Hadley. 


bawdy-house keeper and drunk. 
the latter because of his lost love 
for Audrey Totter, now the wife 


Lund’s part in all this is that of 
mine foreman for Miss Varela, but 
really a Confederate officer smug- 
gling lead wo iis forces. 


,_ Script keeps the characters mill- 
ing around in an unorganized fash- 
ion that makes ‘ttle sense and the 


Lund, switches suspicion from hi 
to herself and is almost hung for 


saved, however, by Miss Totter. | 
who by now has felt the softening | 


influence of the good girl and is | © 


sorry for her past crimes. Donlevy | 
has already fled by the time ail 
this is happening and Miss Totter 





include | 
the Latin-looking | 


Kingsford, Mounties, and Michael | 
Harry Neumann did the lensing, | 


grammer elsewhere, although its | 


credit, is pretentious to the ex- | Frend 


script, which was based on a Sat- | Fricso 


of Donlevy, who is seen as Quan- 
arnell | trill, leader of the outlaw gang. | S¢ 


] 


title is drawn from th ati; 
Miss Leslie to find happiness after | lamtic, based on Nicholas Monsat- 


iene oe 


gets eee away, leaving Lund ang 
Miss to 
Miss Leslie to dnd happines eel 


very uneven, staging of th 
two songs sung by Miss Totter is 
ludicrous. Numbers are “Ho. 
Strange” and “All My Life” zng 
the oniy purpose they serve is + 
slow down the Slow pice. 
Reggie Lanning’s lensing and t},. 
a technical credits are stanc- 


Brog. 





Fear and Desire 


Arty war drama; a natural for 
art houses, possible companion 
feature for general bockings. 











Joseph Burstyn release’ of Siani+y 
Kubrick production. Features Frank < 
vera, Kenneth Harp. Paul Mazursky 
Coit, Virginia Leith, David Allen 
rected, photographed and edited ; 
Kubrick. Screenplay, Howard O. Sack) 
music, Gerald Fried; associate produce: 
Martin Perveler; assistant director. Ste: 
|} Hahn. Previewed in N.Y., March 26. >; 
Running time, 68 MINS. 


Steve 


MAC --nnnvcsccccessacnsees Frank Silvera 
COTBy 2. cccccvccsesccece Kenneth Harp 
| Sidney ode etbes sabucéaeds Paul Mazursky 
| Fletcher Cod occecceseoccoes Steve Coit 
1 Girl... .crcccccvecsccscce Virginia Leith 
| Narrator a ny eee David Alien 





| “Fear and Desire” is a literate, 
| unhackneyed war drama, outstand- 
ing for its fresh camera treatment 
and poetic dialog. It’s a natural for 
the art house circuit. and a possible 
off-beat companion feature for gen- 
eral release. 

Pic is work of Stanley Kubrick, 
22-year-old ex-Look magazine pho- 
tographer, who produced, directed, 
photographed and edited the film 
on a $100,000 sheestring budegct. 
Film is written by 23-year-old poet 
| Howard O. Sackler, like Kubrick a 
| fairly recent graduate of Taft High 
| School, Bronx, N.Y. He has con- 

fected a blend of violence and 
| philosophy, some of it half-baked, 
j and some of it powerfully moving. 
| Individual scenes stand out in im- 
| pact, but the overall effect is not 
| fully realized. 

Story deals with four GIs 
stranded six miles behind enemy 
lines and what happens to their 
moral fibre as they try to escape. 
| Kenneth Harp, presumably repre- 
i senting a glib intellectual. grows 
| weary with his own sophistication. 





3, | Paul Mazursky, over-sensitive to 


| violence, is a weakling who tries to 


is| befriend a captured enemy girl, 


Miss Leith (a toothsome dish’; 
| shoots her, and then goes insane. 
| Steve Coit is a level-headed South- 
lerner who also winds up confused 
|about his values. Frank Silvera 
| plays the one character who fulfills 
| himself—a tough, brave primitive. 
|who purposely draws the fire of 
j the enemy on himself on a river 
|raft, so that Harp and Coit can 
| shoot an eneniy general and escape 
| in a captured plane. 

Silvera, only vet actor in the 
| cast, offers the most genuinely con- 
| Vincing characterization. But most 
| deserved honors go to Kubrick for 
| his versatile directing and lensing. 
| Kubrick shot the entire 68 minutes 
| of film in the San Gabriel Mts. and 
jat a river at Bakersfield on the 
| Coast, and he uses mists and tree 
leaves with telling effect. 

Music has been interpolated 
dramatically by Gerald Fried. 24- 
year-old Juilliard composer. While 
“Fear and Desire” may contain 
some pretentiousness and unneces- 
sary interpolations by narrator 
David Allen, it is definitely out of 


dealing with the few brawling ac- ; the potboiler class one would ex- 


pect from a shoestring budget. 


The Cruel Sea 
(BRITISH) 
London, March 24. 
Stadics- 


GFD release of Ealing Michael 
Balcon p Stars Jack Hawkins; 
features Donald olm Ellicott 
Virginia McKenna. by Charles 

.. Screenplay, Eric Ambier, from 
beck by onsarrat; camera, 
on Dines; editor, Peter Tanner; mu 
sic, Alan At ° i- 


cester Square, London. 
Running time, 120 MINS. 





 .60560000000000b0%2 Jack Hawkins 
END. cebu s6vesecdeuey Donald Sinden 
PUNE. 66 cowdeces ceccuie John Stratton 
DEE &00nb560000 408 nee Denholm Elliott 
SED ci cvcbocdicdbacdes anley Baker 
BOD: 56000400806 066 sushi John Warner 
MEE ananeaeeseneecqaeegn Bruce Seton 
tee a © 000000000006 eees- nd 
fy ” eer Virginia McKenna 
DEE nccescecece a Moira Lister 
Doris Ferraby June Thorburn 
Tallow’s Sister ...........- Jenki 
Yeoman Wells ........ Edwards 
Tn: ce dehawhenakhaéted G Houston 
ROMMEMEED 26 6000000a0ee6d Al McCowan 
Wain: esece bee Phillips 
i Ps Havard 
CET sas0scecbses eceee- Fred Griffiths 
ee seeeeegss Laurence Hardy 
occ ... Sam 
Gray . Ode cdcecsces: John Singer 
RE ae Barry Steele 
Chalk up a major credit for a 
British studio. ing has broken 





Ealing ‘ 
from its traditional light comedies 
|to offer a serious, authentic recon- 
struction of the battle of the At- 
de- 


rat’s bestseller. Production, 


; |spite its overlong running time 
being a Confederate spy. She's | 2d other faults, emerges as a pic- 


ture of dramatic intensity and au- 
thenticity, which should be reflect- 


in hefty b.o. grosses wherever 
it is shown. 


Much of the original novel's ac- 
(Continued on pe 24) 
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“1 Pact Scribes Lopped to New Low Parlay of 2-D, 3-D, Widescreen, TV 
ws = 
he ac MY ay of 2-D, 3-D, een, 
Amid Studio Economy, Uncertain 
y, LY) PROMPTS SALES Seen Potent Hypo for Theatre Biz 
. March 31. +— 
| ith Pye ae on economy, P F a * With a hassle obviously brewing 
bern hearing of contract writ- Don’t Wait, Pard Policy of major theatre chains | Color Sch between studios advocating the 
= gener. the majors, an ailtime low This week’s candidate f to lop off marginal houses as a olor ocheme | wide-screen medium as against 
eF53 pact seribblers now exists, a] the film title most likely to be | MeaRs of enhancing the economic) “It's easy to spot a film man | those pitching 3-D requiring the 
we of yf g Poe survey disclosed changed: “If I ent Ce structures of the exhibition com- these days,” comments Charles {use of polaroid specs, one group 
by sue e  (Mon.). An estimated 156] Back. Read This.” ome |panies was further spotlighted| Boasberg. “He's wearing a | of industryites is taking the un- 
; yesterday ate, connate 4 , 4 : within the past week on several] green glass over one eye and usual view that there is no need 
a writers, the majority working on Charles K. Feldman listed front S eow's df : a wet : 
ae. riters, week basis, are toiling at it as an original feature with ronts. oew’s disposed of a few; a red one over the other. for standardization. The feeling 
; week byw this figure repping an- the tithe senteteation bs f neighborhood spots; RKO Theatres | RKO sales chief is more _ | is that both methods offer differ- 
the majors, ; registration bureau 0 board has adopted a policy of ter-| concerned over 3-D than ever | ent values, giving the industry a 
ra other alltime low. the Motion Picture Assn. of minatin leas f at ight pix h fit’ h nage * « 
“ tl - io hesntash-one America. j mun 8 eases of properties; since eight pix on that outfit’s chance for the first time in its 
kr Pact writers got . oith-Fox | which do not contribute to the|  sked are depth pix. history to offer patrons a variety 
~~ in the en Cen . profitable socsetinn 36 the busi- of entertainment. 
en where 16 CO ; ; 3 e ness,” an t Jnited Para- y ing ‘4. 3 
month ago slimmed a to “oes, Whit l| mount Theatres and National The-| Pg firy. fee ey an 
te, There are 35 scribblers at | me KL es atres similarly have been re- reen eatens | ventional flat fil d theat 
ss mber in town but the li ishi : | ver lat films and theatre 
. highest nu weet rit- inquishing non - money - making | TV, these tradesters maintain that 
nt new policy there emphasizes wr! “ | houses. ; | theatre t forth th 
or ; for weekly or assignment basis, 8 : | ’ eakres can put forth the most 
le meri ed S e ote Circuit operators have taken the | | Potent array of entertainment ever 
2 not pacts. — F ‘bbl F position in many instances that the- | = 0x la | offered to the public and multiply 
Metre sped. 38 Sue on oad 2 +atres wale operate in the red| | the reason for theatre attendance. 
k, 32 to 26 in the rd talemated in negotiations for a °V€r any lengthy period are too! : , They argue that producers will 
0- still leads with pacters, with 19. new pact for New York exchange | Much of a burden and might just Ra gt cars that Charles Green, have to use the utmost discretion 
d Warners also is pinkslipping writ- employees, the Motion Picture | 2S well be sold or shuttered. Con- chief protagonist in a threatened in determining which story proper- 
’ , ty Sse 11. vo : Bs : hi Meng: 3 proxy fight at 20th-Fox, might have |,;__ a 4 
m ers, cut from 18 a month ago to “- | Homeoffice Employees Union, Lo-| clusion being drawn is that, as a called it it his meed ties are most suitable for particu- 
et. Of these, three have producer- | o1 1-63, repping white collarites, |Tesult of market changes over re- Svtention to tapole the 20th man. | lar medium, be it 2-D, 3-D. Cin- 
et writer pacts. Columbia, _ with @ has requested permission from the | cent years, it’s too difficult, and ademas wa yoo lled last i ok emaScope or the new Todd-AO 
a heavy production sked, is going parent organization, the Interna-| iten impossible, to somehow con- Be - , ee process. 
Eh lon t even keel with 26 ;: : ; ae “ ; (26) when he told the Customers 4 ; 
along at an tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage | Vert a losing theatre into an in- Brokers Asen in N.Y. that rexy It’s pointed out that the only 
"4 scribblers employed, ee, four Employees, to take strike action. | the-black operation. letter embodying _ his obs vaints standardization necessary would 
d under pact, and a a Peale Ul Pending a reply from IA prexy| Commenting on this in his an-| against the management tenet be | be that involving similar equip- 
g. dag Gee —s sane o> Sn tant Richard F. Walsh, the union has | nual report, UPT president Leon-| filed with the Securities and Ex-, ™°"t for each particular medium. 
n- has 25 writers, co owned “| agreed to hold another confab with | ard Goldenson said: “The industry | change Commission some time this | U"4€ Present conditions, these 
ot month, six under con! . ___| the film companies, with Commis-|seems to be evolving toward a | week filmites note that most theatres in 
Paramount is holding to 17, five sioner Louis Stone of the Federal | situation where fewer theatres Green who didn’t appear par-| the U. S. can be equipped for 
Is under pact. Republic has none / Mediation and Conciliation Service | will exhibit better pictures. Nu- ticularly anxious to talk about 20th | polaroid 3-D because of the com- 
ny under contract. RKO’s three of last | sitting in. Meeting is slated to take | (Continued*on page 95) lat the start, preferring to recall | parative low cost. CinemaScope, 
ir month have been cut to two, neither | place this week. | nis past proxy battles at the Twin | they maintain, appears to be at 
ot under contract. The figures empha-| according to the union, film-| | City Rapid Transit Co. in Minne-| Present a medium for the larger 
om size the fact that part of the gen-| eries have completely rejected all E Str 1 & Dis o | apetie and the United Cigar-Whe- | KeY houses, although, it's conceded, 
4 eral es gee gm — the demands, including’ a 374-hour ye ain tortion |lan Stores, was quickly drawn into | '* coe the « c+ dg hee the 
to Hollywood, caused not only Dy th€| week wage hike and three-week | ° |a discussion of his plans re 20th. | T@28¢ Of the smaller situations. 
. falling b.o. but by the uncertainty | vacation after 10 years’ employ- | Of Stereo Lensing Are Pinpointed by ‘ane brokers, he/| .. Despite enthusiastic exhib recep- 
rl, due to 3D and widescreen pictures, ment. Union claims that the only | . ‘informed them that his group had | 0 Of 20th-Fox’s CinemaScope, 
1's the studios are reversing the for-| counter-offer made by the film! Eased in New 3-D Camera offered Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th there was no indication that thea- 
e. mer policy of stressing termpacts, | companies is for extension of the | ri, production chief, the company | ‘T€ men would junk the present 
” preferring hiring writers for spe-| recently-expired pact for another | A new 3-D camera which can be | presidency “if he wants it;” that 3-D systems. In fact, there are 
aie ana ; ' a |adjusted to zero inter-ocular sepa- | , ; (Gontinued on page 29) 
od cific assignments two years. Russell Moss, Local H-63 | ti a tom he di : | he had a slate of officers for the | 
ra topper, declared that the filmeries | Prvpny ane takes the distortion out! company all drawn up in case he | — 
Is rr did not cite iffability to pay but |‘ Sted in’ NY. Momian 130) be its | Should win his fight, and that he 
of Allied Likes the First pointed to upcoming difficulties |inventor, Floyd A. Ramsdell, | ‘#usht he owned as much stock A0 Expands Its Board 
er ’ ° facing the industry. Union con-! worcester Film Corp. prexy Rams. | 2 the company as its president, | . 3 
n Nat'l Drive-In Conv. So | tends ‘it is seeking the same con-| geit‘on ‘March 10, "38, was issued | SPITS P. Skouras. | But No Menition’s Made 
i” M h i'll ¢ On Y | patent a at ag - a 20th stock is a matter of consider- | Of Sch k-T dd Ti 
” uc 0 Une-a-1 ear camera which actually consists of| ale speculation since he's been | CNCK-10G0 11e€s 
n- Milwaukee, March 31. | A Fed Court Denies single casing . 2h, (Continued on page 95) | Brief annual stockholders meet 
a Highly pleased with its a Na- ° F : SO te pti eahiii tute jof iss Optical _ .—— 
tional Drive-In meeting held here : = . . | Bridge, ass. yesterday ues.) 
g. last week in Pheer B with the Injunction Vs. Rouge ,at right angles, with a movable Par Process Cleanses | voted to expand the AO board to 
4 annual: convention of the Allied Los Angeles. March 31. b ger mares Pn ean them. | : | 14 members with the addition of 
1e Independent Theatre Owners of| Injunction asked by Moulin | ror tae ‘cnementiosal.. ie 3-D Viewers for Re-Use sous mew trustee. Welter A. 
1@ Wisconsin, Allied States Assn., the | Rouge Montmartre of Paris to stop | Rls coe ie | Ghia the | Stewart was reelected prexy of the 
; parent body, has determined to) distribution of the film, “Moulin! other works oe the reflected | ,. Etective means of sterilizing po- optical outfit which is making the 
d hold a separate ozoner parley each | Rouge,” was denied by Judge Leon | jmage larized glasses to permit their re-| equipment for the Todd-AO 65m 
4. rear. jf | ge. use in viewing 3-D pix has been | widescreen process. 
bi R. Yankwich in Federal Court.} , Pp bes : 
le Plans are already under way for | pjaintiffs were given 30 days to! Ramsdell illustrated the prob-| developed by Paramount. Appara-| Totai of .56,000 shares were 
in setting up next year’s meeting. Al-|amend their complaint and file|/¢™ Of obtaining correct inter-| tus, in which Par has no invest-| repped at the meet at which AO’s 
S- lied’s feeling is that its members | again. ocular. The mirror is adjustable | ment, will be distributed by a new tieup with Magna Theatre Corp. 
or who operate ozoners require a sep- Defendants included Jose Ferrer, | '° place the picture to be lensed | company, Steriloptics, Inc. |mever came up. Trustees elected 
of arate confab to discuss issues per-| John Huston, United Artists and | its proper relationship to nd, Outfit is owned by a group of to the board were John S. Cole- x 
” taining to specifics in the drive-in | others. Judge made his decision | ©@™¢€™@. Where other cameras have | industryites, including Herman | et, peney. oF. Coe Suarenees 22S t 
business. after viewing the pic in the cor rt-|@ minimum inter-ocular of three-| Goldstein, prexy of Electro-Aire, | ing Machine Co. Detroit; Dr. 3 
With more than 700 ozoner ops | room. quarters of an inch, his can be | which built the apparatus for Par's Brian O'Briea, American Optical 
from every state, in addition to moved to absolute zero, Ramsdell! experiments; Izzy Rappaport, Bal-/| v.p. in charge of research; E. Wel- 
reps from Puerto Rico and Canada, showed. Elimination of eye-strain | timore exhib, and Joseph P. Ken- | don Schmaucher, vp. in charge of 
m get-ogetier here covered every as-| Hakim Gets U.S Rights jis part of the resultant improve-| nedy Industries. | AO operations, and Donald F. Val- 
$3 pect of ozoner operation, includ- eP Fie ap , | ment. | Important aspect of sterilization | ley, general v.p. and director of 
it. ing development of 3-D and wide- To British-Made ‘Dare’; He disclosed he was discussing | is that insurance cos may refuse to | the National Bank of Detroit. 
= Screen projection. Former 20th-Fox producer Andre | USe Of the camera “with several | honor liability risks unless viewers; Officers elected with Stewart 
a Herbert Barnett, prexy of the | Hakim, who recently organized his | Studios,” and that he was building | are cleansed to avoid eye infec-| were George E. Baskie, v.p. for 
ie Society of Motion Picture and Tele-! own outfit, has acquired the United Others. Arthur DeBra of the Mo- | tions. _ | finance and treasurer; Irving W. 
3, vision Engineers, told the group! States sales and distribution rights tion Picture Assn. of America has, Par’s purpose in experimenting Wilson, v.p.; Henry S. Woodbridge, 
that endless problems of 3-D pro-!to the currently-shooting British |? financial interest in the new de-| with germ-killing equipment was v.p. for biz research and biz devel- 
= jection remain to be solved prior | film, “They Who Dare.” | vice which, it’s said, should be of to forestall a shortage of polarized opment; Rodgers Donaldson, secre- 
m to 3-D's becoming standard with | Being produced by the Mayflow- | 8reat importance in the developing viewers. Unit peddied by Steril-| tary and general counsel; John A. 
- ozoners. ler Co. (Maxwell Setton and Au- 3-D field. ‘optics uses a high concentration of | Richitelli, comptroller, and E. D. 
er On the questi a - Rari : : = Demonstration Monday involved ozone to destroy germs. Method | Mitchell and W. H.. Rogers, as- 
- question of trade prac-| brey Baring) in partnership with : . : ‘= 
4 tices, the ozoners were warned by! Sir Alexander Korda, the film is 0th slides and color film. While was devised by Dr. Leon Warshaw, | sistant treasurers. 
na (Continued on page 87) |currently shooting on location in| the Ramsdell camera is in 35m, Par medical director, according to; American Optical annual report 
~4 — Cyprus with Lewis Milestone ai- | test. footage shown was in 16m. Par v.p. Paul Raibourn. issued three weeks ago showed net 
ns recting. A Technicolor production, | Various scenes, emphasizing the sales for 1952 at $17,000,225 and a 
~ SKOURAS SPEEDS UP it concerns the activities of Brit.|2PPlicability of the camera for Social Maneuvers For |net of $2,407,504, equalling $2.96 
n ish Commandos in the Mediter- !0™2 and medium shots as well as - 3 . | per common share. 
ps SUPPLY F ranean during World War II. | ‘Closeups, were screened. Polarized ‘Titanic’ Bow at Norfolk 
~ 0 LENSES Company expects to spend 10 bet are needed to get the 3-D Bally tying in the world premiere | , 
4 _ Hollywood, March 31. | weeks in Cyprus and another six | © eet. of 20th-Fox’s “Titanic” with an COURT T0 DECIDE WHO 
~ ——— numbers of lenses for | weeks - aaa a eeers. un —_— Pry A -_ 2 OWNS ‘SECOND F ACE’ PIC 
MaScogve j i amiro as a lea role . . 
. tors at an outty ~~ pad Bh cme ver othe picture. 9 Distribs Fete Cravenne | the Norfolk, Va., naval base April 
¥ Spyros Skouras at i Robert Cravenne, rep of the/ 11-12. A group of stars from N.Y. Los Angeles, March 31. 
n C s at a meeting of = : , . ; 
- the Motion Picture Industry Coun- ‘ le’ French Unifrance org which pro-/and Hollywood will attend, along Suit to establish ownership of 
. cil. The 20th-Fox prexy also an- Zsa Zsa Out of ‘Female’ | motes distributian of Gallic prod-| with mag reps and trade and lay | the motion picture, “Second Face,” 
te nounced that more theatre equip- Hollywood, March 31. /uct abroad, will be the guest of | press. formerly titled “Skin Deep,” was 
fe ment for CinemaScope than was | Pix producer Albert Zugsmith| honor and will deliver a report; Top-ranking Navy and Army | filed in Superior Court by Sunset 
pe Originally expected will be avail-| dropped negotiations with Zsa Zsa|today (Wed.) at a luncheon|brass are skedded to attend.|Securities Co. Film co-starred 
ie able this year. Gabor for the starring role in “Fe-| thrown for him by the Independent |Among the officers are Admiral| Bruce Bennett and Ella Raines. 
ce Meanwhile, 20th-Fox will install|male of the Species” because of | Motion Picture Distributors Assn.|W. M. Fechteler, USN, Chief of Defendants are Nassour Studios, 
ie CinemaScope sereens in three sizes | her demands for choice of a direc-| at 21 in N. Y. Naval Operations; Gen. L. C. Shep- | ELJ Productions, Eagle Lion Clas- 
t- for demonstration in the-| tor and leading man. French: film exec, who's here to| herd, USMC, Commandant U. S.|sics, RCA, United Artists, Consoli- 
nd atres in key citi the| Lili St. Cyr has been inked for | arrange for a French Film Week|Marine Corps, and Gen. J. R.| dated Film Industries, Edward J. 
es ty. Instalfations will be in| the role instead. Pic rolls in June/in October, is skedded to report| Hodge, USA, Chief, Army Field | Leven, Ella Raines, Eugene Vale, 
arge, middle and gmall-sized|in Majorca. Victor Stoioff will | on conditions in the French indus-| Forces. Pic stars Barbara Stan- | Roland D. Markson and H. A. Gins- 
houses, direct. \try and on the production outlook. | wyck and Clifton Webb. burg. 
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Minneapolis, March 31. 
Ai ibe: at “Peter 


iming specifically 
Pan” during its current RKO-Or-. 
engagement here 


+ 


4 


Morning Tribune paid display 3 
which, generalizing. omitted its: 
desired attack on the Disney offer- 
ing and the RKO showhouse, and 
simply purported to reveal the al- 
leged harm being done to neighbor- 
hood and small town theatres by 
the current policy of prereleasing 
pictures at advanced admissions. 

In effect, the newspaper refused 
to accept the original ad submit- 
ted by NCA. That ad called “Peter 
Pan” a “cartoon;” branded the 
RKO-Orpheum admission prices 
“unfair-” declared that if the pub- 
lic patronizes “Peter Pan™ other) 
companies will be encouraged to 
boost admissions on pictures; and 
effect would be to put many small 
neighborhood theatres out of busi- 
ness. It also claimed “there is ab- 
solutely no justification for this 
huge price increase.” and carried 
the heading, “Why Pay These 
Prices to See ‘Peter Pan"?” 

Newspaper advertising depart- 
ment “suggested” changes in the 
ad's copy that eliminated almost 
all of the aforegoing and resulted 
in a much watered-down general 
statement of the NCA position re- 

i pre-releases. NCA accept- 
ed the “suggestions,” and the three 
column 10-inch ads ran two days 
after “Peter Pan” opened at the 
Orpheum. 
Cutting ‘Pan’ Terms? 

As result of continued blasts at 

RKO and Walt Dismey for terms 





demanded on “Peter Pan,” exhibs | 
report that the distrib and the pro- 
ducer have shown an indication to 
come dowp in their terms in cer- 
tain situations. 

It's reported that RKO has 
agreed to accept a 35% rental for 
subsequent runs. Company's origi- 
nal asking price was as high as 
70°C. 
‘ ? 

CAESAR’ N.Y. SHOWCASE, 

With a twoaday readshow pol- 
icy set for “Julius Caesar,” Metro's 
filmization of the Shakespeare 
classic, company is reportedly on 
the prowl for a legit-type theatre 
for its Broadway showcasing. Ne 
gotiations, it’s reported, have been | 
held with the Shuberts as well as. 
other legit theatre ops, with a May | 
opening date in view. Talks with | 
the Shuberts also involves houses | 
in other cities. 

Presentation of film versions of | 
the Bard's efforts om a roadshow | 
basis have proved successful in the 

Both “Henry V” and “Ham- 
up substantial returns 
to audiences. 


‘extraordinary 
picture, third time in 27 years that 
a film has received the honor. 
Christian Herald is also readying 
an accolade. 


St. Louts Trade Zone 
To Get 25 New Ozoners 


St. Louis, March 31. 
There are 25 new ozoners build- 
ing or planned in the St. Louis 





trade area, with possibility of more | 
being readied for the 1953 season. | 
At the end of last year, there were” 


more than 100 ozoners cperating 
im this area. LeRoy Baston and 
John Kirby, Effingham, Lil, have 
let a contract for a $75,000 ozoner 
wear Casey, Ill. 

Other spots in southern [linois 
where new czoners will be con- 
structed or are about to be started 
are near Beardstown, McLeansbor, 
Vienna, Breese, Carlyle, Anna, 
Belleville, Cobden Mt. Carmel and 
Jonesboro. In St. Louis county and 
Outside Missouri, 10 or more new 
ozoners are. being built while in 
northeastern Kentucky, also in St. 
Louis trade area, plans have been 


/neapolis downtown first-run thea- 





April m 
“House of Wax,” company’s initial 
3-D effort. 

Following “Wax” unveiling, War- 
ner heads for England for the 
Coronation. 


UPT’s Mpls. Divorcement 
Fling; Nixes Renewal Of 
Z Nabe, 2 1st-Run Houses 


Minneapolis, March 31. 

Apparently embarked on a policy | 
of divorcing itself from a number 
of its Twin Cities downtown and 
neighborhood theatres as fast as 
it can, United Paramount Thea- 
tres (Minnesota Amusement Co.) is | 
not renewing its now expiring leas- 
es on two important local nabe 
houses, the Granada and Arion. 
and a pair of St. Paul shuttered 
downtown first-runs, the Strand 
and Tower. 

Circuit previously had sold -an- 
other of its local neighborhood ; 
houses for commercial purposes. 
It's known to be desirous of relin- 
quishing the lease on a closed Min- 





4 


tre, the Aster, and it has tried to 
peddle its lease on still another | 
local loop firstrun house, the Cen- 
tury, on condition the latter be 
converted to commercial uses i 


and Arion, UPT will be left with 
four neighborhood and a similar 
number of loop theatres in opera- | 
tion here. In St. Paul it now is 
operating five neighborhood and 
two downtown theatres. 

Granada and Arion revert to 
their owners, Abe Kaplan and 
Charlie Rubenstein, who also own 
and operate several other of their 
own Minneapolis and St. Paul 
neighborhood theatres, one of 
which latter they recently shut- 
tered and then leased out. They 
state their plans regarding the 


Granada and Arion are uncertain. | 


but that both houses will be kept 
dark in May and June at least. i 

The Strand and Tower are in- | 
volved in a suit. In compliance 
with the consent decree, Para- 
mount sold them to a group which | 
now is suing to have the deal’ 


| rescinded and to recover the $75.- | 


000 of the $150,000 purchase price | 
already paid. 


3-D to Dominate 2-Day 
Confab of Ohio Exhibs 


Columbus, March 31. 
It'll be a 3-D convention when 





| Little Sheba” and has been playing 
'elose to capacity. Monroe, which 


| feature, brought in “Anna” for six 
excellent weeks and is doing okay 


| Vickers, which has been owned! 








the Independent Theatre Owners 


of Ohio 
two-day meeting April 7 at the 
Deshler-Wallick Hotel here. 


ety of Motion Picture En- 
gineers prez; Ralph Heacock, RCA 
theatre product manager: J. W. 
Servies, veepee of National Thea- 
tre Supply and of SMPE. Martin 
Quigley, Jr., is also scheduled for a | 
brief talk. i 

Banquet speaker will be Arthur 
L. Mayer, author of “Merely Co- | 
lossal.” 

Regular film clinics, a feature 
originated in Ohio, are also sched- 
uled. Drive-in Clinic will be led | 
by T. L. Mendelssohn, of United | 
Booking Service in Indianapolis; | 
Small Town Clinic by William A. 
Carroll, general manager of Cara- 
van; and Subsequent-Run Clinic 
oe Snaper, national presi- 


Metro Delays ‘Rope’s End’ 
Hollywood, March 31. 
Unable to decide in what process 
the upcoming “Rope’s End” will be 
shot, Metro postponed start of the 
film from Thursday (2) to next 
Monday ‘6). 





| con 6) 

gather for their annual | PAA. ana “aa 9 hoe ¥ 
‘ i 

; V-D., 

| MPAA pitch is that there is a nat- 

-'ural tie-in between ACL and 

| MPAA aims. 


; Paying dues of $50 a year. There's 


|company labs and of Technicolor 





_ Studio is considering Metrovi- 
sion, the Metro-owned widescreen | 
system, and CinemaScope. 20th-| 





made for five new ozoners. 


ee 


Fox's system offered to all studios, ' 











‘Pan’ Runs Pace Loop Bid 
For Extended Showings 


Chicago, March 31. 

Number of outlets available for | 
the extended showing of films in 
the Loop is continuing to grow. 
While Balaban & Katz houses and 
the Grand are still limited to two- 
week showings of releases down- 
town, this has been almost voided 


; 


‘by the granting of extended show- 


ings. For example, “Peter Pan™ just | 
had a sock eight weeks at the B&K } 
State-Lake, and is being followed | 


| by a similar eight-frame grant for) 


“Moulin Rouge.” Grand starts 
eight-week run of “Salome,” wi 
a $1.50 top April 4. 

Palace has been showing only 
two-week bills, but is bidding for! 
extended run product. It also has 


an: 
th. 


hopes for an end to the hassie; 


about Cinerama with the motion / 
picture operators’ union. Ziegfeld, | 
which has been playing import 
product, took over “Come Back, 


had been playing sub run double 


with “Androcles and the Lion.” 
“Sombreo” follows after Easter. 


Latest possible entry is the Mc- 





jointly by Balaban & Katz and the) 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer organ- 
izations. House has been a double 
feature policy with A product, but 
ILS has bought out, for undis-' 
closed sum, the interest of B&K. 
However, house has 2,200 seats 
which would make it attractive to 
producers who wanted large capac- 
ity for their long runs. At present, 
no steps have been taken towards 
bidding for top products, now that! 
it is not affected by the terms-of! 
the Jackson Park decree. 








With the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America showing interest in the | 
newly incorporated Assn. of Cin-! 
ema Laboratories, Inc., which 
brings together indie labs on a na- 
tional basis for the first time, pos- 
sibility now icoms that the lab 
group will be widened to include 
the so-called “captive” or com- 


and prexy of ACL. disclosed in 
N.Y. Monday (30) that he's been 


meet with Ralph D. Hetzel, MPAA 
in N.Y. later this week. 


Next ACL meet of the group's 
15 charter members is skedded for 
April 20 in N.Y.. when the mem- 
bership will be asked to approve 
the association’s bylaws. Labs are 


to be another meeting in May, pos- 
sibly in Los Angeles, in conjunc- 
tion with the Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers 
convention, when ACL officers 
will be elected. 





Current slate has Stott as prexy. 
Russell Holslag as treasurer and 
Harry Sale as secretary. Indie labs | 
would welcome the entry of the’! 


' 


into their association, since it 
would strengthen their position 
vis-a-vis the industry, 





210G Finnish Divvy . 

Film companies are currently in 
the process of divvying $210,000 
of accrued earnings remitted from 
Finland. Transfer clears out all of 
the American distribs’ frozen funds 
in that country. 

Motion Picture Assn. of America 
members recently divided a $200,- 
000 melon from Sweden, which 
-_ cleared out their balances 








~- 


—— 


hour Oscar sweepstakes telecast, resulted in pro-Hollywood reaction 
beyond any anticipated horizons. ‘ 

While Folsom had instructed NBC's west coast veepee John K, 
West to bid for the Academy TV rights as 2 natural move. becauce 
he felt this was an important enough “show,” the resultant RC4 
Victor dealer and distributor enttusiasm also parred the Hollywood 
phase by its large-scale reaction. The dealers felt that events of this 
scope, size and glamor are “made to order for TV” and was a we!. 
come hypo to the retail trade. Many so ex themselves in 
letters to RCA board chairman David Sarnoff, to Folsom and other 
company execs. 

Schary was particularly volatile that “of all the anti-TV companie<, 
little did ‘I think I'd be there on behalf of Metro participating in 
such a video event.” adding, however, that this telecast was “a biz 
plus for the film industry.” 

Folsom is of the private opinion that the RCA commercials were 
slightly overdone, although well within the time allocations, and 
“this would be something I'd be inclined to watch, personally, mo; 
closely in the future.” 





Technicolor is rated as having a “strong industry position” in an 
analysis made last week by the Wall St. house of White, Weld & (o. 
Its special report cites the tint firm’s stock as offering a “possible three. 
way play in two-dimensional motion pictures, ime@nsional movi--< 
and color television.” Traded on the Ameriean Stock Exchange, Tech. 
nicolor common hit a 1952-53 high last week of 30°% following <i<. 
closure of healthy profits in the company’s annual report for the rear 
ending Dec. 31, 1952. 

Due to plant expansion and a rising demand for Technicolor prod- 
ucts and services, the White, Weld report opines, anticipated earn- 
ings for 1953 will be “substantially” above the $2.19 per share return 
in 1952. Analysis also expresses the belief that no outside financing 
will be required in order to carry out company plans to boost print 
capacity to 750,000,000 feet annually. Other salient advantages indicated 
in the report stress the fact that Technicolor holds 2a $7,000,000 con- 


\ tract with Cinerama and it’s “contemplated” that 20th-Fox will employ 


the Techni process in its CinemaScope presentations. 





With industry interest at a peak for the use of TV as a means 
of pitching current films, Demby Productions, packaging outfit, is 
peddling a 15-minute stanza to video outlets. Titled “What's Playing,” 
show is keved to lecal release dates of pictures. Show's format con- 
sists of a six-minute clip from one film plus a prepared script for use 
of local emcees. Package is being offered to one station in each city 
for local sponsorship. Distrib participation is offered at no cost, with 
the filmeries providing the clips which Demby cut down to 16m for 
shipping to stations. Current idea stems from the half-hour stanza 
presented over WABC-TV in September, 1951 with Magzi McNellis 
as femcee. Although show ran for 39 weeks, it ran into difficulty in 
lining up clips, due to distrib resistance at that time. 





Statement attributed to RKO sales chief Charles Boasberg has 
North Central Allied wondering if the company intends to sell a 
couple of reissues.on a roadshow basis. Boasberg’s comm<at, as re- 
layed in an NCA membership bulletin, was that the program of 
“Fort Apache” and “Blood on the Moon” “will not be available to 
small towns until it has played the key cities in the proper order 
of their progression.” Replied NCA: “RKO has seit some kind of a 

by roadshowing a cartoon (‘Peter Pan’) on a reported 70-30 
basis. Is it now going to roadshow reissues?” 

Amount involved in the deal by which Paramount bought the righ's 
to Sam Taylor's play, “Sabrina Fair,” actually could go higher than 
the $75,000 purchase price reported last week. That's the minimum 
sum in -the pre-production arrangement. Par is called upon -to sheil 
out, additionally, a royalty for every week the play runs on Broad- 





| Way, plus other coin for every week's run of a touring company. The 


ceiling price is $200,000. 





Columbia is playing up the news, emanating from Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, that a Japanese whaling ship, 
in the Antarctic ice pack and abandoned by its crew. The same 
thing happens in “Hell Below Zero,” the Alam Ladd starrer currently 
filming in London, for Columbia release. 


Production stills in 3-D, plugging “The House of Wax.” will be 
made available by Warners to first-run houses for use in their lobbies. 
Ten panels, each equipped with three viewers, will show 30 different 
3-D scenes. Panels will also be made available to merchants for 
window displays 





A Palisades, N. J., exhib is using 3-D pix as am enticement to bring 
customers in to see the more prosaic “flats.” Every night the 


theatreman hands a pair of tix to Cinerama to the holder of a lucky 
number. 





“Forbidden Games,” French import, is released by Times Film Corp. 
and not Arthur Mayer-Edward Kingsley as noted in the Vasurry list- 
ing of Oscar winners last week (25). 


'L. de Rochemont Preps 
N. H. Documentaries 


Concord, N. H., March 31. 
Louis de Rochemont of Newing- 
ton, producer of “Lost - 





Lyons, Camera Vision 
Stock Suit Settled 
Hollywood, March 31. 

Federal Judge Ernest Tolin yes- 
terday (Mon.) okayed a settlement 
whereby Arthur S. Lyons gives up 

. P * and 

some of his shares to Camera — Paes: Nene Sees 8 

Vision Productions, Inc. and| make a documentary picture de- 

waives $15,000 due in divvys, in| picting life in New Hantpshire 2s 

the suit br t by Mrs. Gilda part of the stepped-up “Sell New 

Dahlberg. N.Y.. and Mrs. Rose K., Hampshire” campaign. 

John Brennan, of the State Plan- 


Davis of Hawaii against CVP prexy | 
Lyons and directors Edgar Morris | ning & Development Commission, 
and Prof. Austin Oiney, 


and Edward Flynn. director 
Women sued, contending they in-/ of the audio-visual centre at U. of 
vested $120,000 in the company.| New Hampshire, in Durham, will 
They declared that Morris kept| co-operate in providing material 
incomplete books and demanded an | for the film. Some of this i 
accounting. They accused Lyons ef | including 
“misappropriating” funds and act-| Fish & Game Dept, is already 
ing “fraudulently.” Corporation | available. 
was formed to develop a special 
camera invented by Jack Strauss.| shooting a short film featuring the 
Judge Tolin orderéd a board of. school orchestra 


directors meeting April 20. _  jand band in Rochester, N. H. 
a 
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2 she’s the toast of Broadway! 
: . 
- eee de e e now at the Winter Garden 


(BREAKING ALL EXISTING RECORDS) 


= | ___ j, WONDERFUL TOWN 
3 aha — 
a oe mn 





eee deo eat the Astor, starting April 16 


(DOING HOLD-OVER BUSINESS ALL OVER THE U.S.A.) 
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and the WIN NER Of the 
. Anloinele Perry Mead 


ROSALIND 
RUSSELL 


fer her lislinguished fevvomance 





rn the musical flay, 

















RECORD BREAKING RUNS INC 


NEW YORK...19"™ WEEK! 
BOSTON...15™WEEK! © 
LOS ANGELES...15™ WEEK! 
PHILADELPHIA...9™ WEEK! 
CHICAGO. ..8™ WEEK! 








SEATTLE...7' WEEK! 


SAN FRANCISCO...7™ WEEK!@ 
WASHINGTON...7™ WEEK! 
LOUISVILLE ...4™ WEEK! 
MONTREAL... 3"° WEEK! 
DETROIT... 3°°>WEEK! 
CLEVELAND...3"° WEEK! 








.. anat 
SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S — 


“TANS CHRISTIAN: 
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TY AFTER CITY AFTER CITY! 
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12 VARIETY Wednesday, April 1, 1953 













the trade press is calling: “Tops in tension!” 
Hollywood Reporter; “A genuine sleeper. . . 
a ‘natural’!” Boxoffice; “Has out-hitched 
Hitchcock!” Showmen’s Trade Review. 


+ Seven top showmen give you their ideas in 
.._ the show-packed press book. Get it today! 
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Have you ever 
picked up a 











hitch-hiker ? 
; 
: - You won't 
with on uproised thumb! _ ever... 
The some kind of stronger im after you 
whose story mokes this picture ‘ see this 
; the yeor’s supreme suspense sensction! picture! 
aomee FULMAEERS PRESIET 


FRANK LOVESOY EDMOND O'BRIEN WILLIAM TALIMAN 


: =) 
+ ioerod by HDA LUPINE ~ semenyzy by COLLIER YOURS ona A LOPING Fer 
| fe 


, f 
Hove you ever picked up 
o hitch-hiker? We 
qvorantee you won't ever... d 

citer seeing this picture! 
% screams with thrills! 


a ¥ 
: FRANK LOVEJOY- EDMOND O'BRIEN - WILLIAM TALMAN 
= sows sme mca hibamee dente — nemo 


Some of the ads, backed : f ©: ce 
by exploitation, that boomed 











n't ever...after 
e this picture! 


Pere PRP eh ohm 







His story is cs 
blood-chilling...cs 
suspense-crommed 












sterring 


OND TRRIER 
> WILLIAM TALMAR 





os ony the screen 
has ever known! 





> oe af é: K © 2 
the RKO Boston’s grosses re WILLIAM TALMAR as 
to 18-months’ tops! t oye Oo Sonke & eg ee See 
Ae ee a Ge a eck oe ee is 
ABIES So anes oa Sane 2 eee 
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PICTURE GROSSES 18 





(hi Loaded With H.0.s; ‘Beneath Sea’ 


Ace New Film, Great $14,500, ‘Spur’ 
Stout 186, ‘Confess -Joni 386, 2d 





Loop picture houses currently 
are not hit as much 9s Gpecter 
githouch business is is off. 

influence comes from the 


offset ing 
2 holdovers, there 
anh ny entries this week. 


ay ‘So fairly well. “City Be- 


i 


sath Sea” and “Gunsmoke” at 
Dee pvelt shapes great $14500 
wile ‘N Naked Spur” and “Rogue's 
~ eeeh” at United Artists should hit 
ages 00 
. a S18 with “I Confess” and 
* Gaie > and Ralph Marterie on- 
“an id get asmash $38.000 to 
Son 2 second-weekers. “Battle- 


rst boldov 
mn” at the ‘Pal ace appears slim. 
“Come Back Little Sheba” has a 
fourth week at the Ziegfeld in 


ye eaL ic) 


-— “androciles and Lion” at 
Ronroe shapes fair in third week. 
*Niagara” at Woods still is okay in 






ame. “Peter Pan™ ends its 
seht weeks at the Sfate-Lake with 
fine tot: 

Fctimates for This Week 

ea SKK? (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
(WB) 
h Marterie orch on- 
Sock $38,000. Last 


fess 


‘Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
*Rattlecround” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk Tall et $9,000. Last week. 
$17.00 Salome” (Col opens 


*androcies and Lion” (RKO) 3d 
wk. Moderate $4500. Last week. 
e2 3p 

~ Oriental (Indie) (3,400; $8-$1.2 
— “Hans Christian haderera™ 

RKC 7th wk). Fine $17,000 or 
near Last week, $20,000. 

Palace rites 2.500; 95 — I 
Love M-G) (2d wk’. Lean 
$! eek. $14,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-98)— 
a Ben h Sea” (U! and “Gun- 
smoke sreat $14500. Last 
week n Night” (U) and 
“Dan all Girls” (Indie) (2d wk’. 
$10.0% 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 96- 
$125\—“Peter Pan” (RKO (8th 
wk. Ends eight-week stay with 
beftry $13.000. Last week. $25.000. 


Surf H&E Balaban) (685, 98)>— 
“Member of Wedding” (Col) Gd 
wk _Smart $4,000. Last week, ' 





with Joni | 


ilooms dull at 
} being yan sked 


“Menree (Indie) (1,000: 55-38)— 


i 


$4 50 

$8 — Naked Spur” and “Rogue's 
March’ (M-G). Fast $18,000. Last, 
week. “Treasure Goldon Condor” 
— and “Taxi” (20th) 2d wk, 

Woods Essaness) (1,073: 98)—¥j 
“Niagara” (20 3d wk’. Neat $13,- 
000. Last week. $18.000. 

World ‘Indie 587; 98)—*“For- 
bidden Games” (Indie) (4th wk). | 
Nice $4200. Lest week. $5.000 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (485: 98)— 


* Little Sheba” (Par? (4th wk). Lush 
$7.000. Last week. same. 


Sheba’ Rousing $12,000 
In L’ ville; ‘Face’-‘Jekyll’ 
Hot 136, ‘Gunsmoke’ 46 


Louisville, March 31. 
Current session is bullish, with 
downt ‘own area teeming with athe 
Easter “shoppers, despite coolish 
Weather over weekend. Downtown 
Stores report Saturday preceding 


Palm Sunday as one of the year's 
biggest days 





“Gunsmoke” | 
“Woman's. ~ 


Estimates for This Week 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 50-75) 
— Gunsmoke” (U) and “White 
Lightning” (AA). _ Lively _ $4,000. 
Last Week. " «{U) and 

Girls In Night” (U), $4,500. 
Mare oe oases (People's) — 
Fair $5000. Last wae “Back O On 
— way’ (WB) (24 wk), about 
a Fourth Avenue) = 

2— ~ Little Sheba” (Par). 





i 








come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, aoeun as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 


Madam’ Torrid 
$26,000 im Philly 


Philadelphia, March 31. 
Combination of Holy Week and 

















Passover is sloughing film biz here | 


to a great extent this stanza. “Call 
Me Madam” shapes loud in first 
week at the Fox. with a subsequent 
upbeat expected. “Blue Gardenia” 

Mastbaum and is 
aft er a week. “Girl 
Had Ey rerything” faded after a 
bright start at Randolph. “Cleo- 
patra” is a surprise with a fine 
session at the Stanton. 

Estimates for This week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: ye os 
“Sombrero” (M-G!. Trim 
Last week, “Quiet Man” 
nice $7.500 on return date. 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1 
“Bad and Beautiful M-G 
wk Okay $7.000. Last 
$8,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360: 
“Peter Pan™ 
wk’. Sturdy 
$11,000. 

Fex (20th) (2.250: 85-$1.30' — 
“Call Me Madam” (20th). Loud 
$26.000. Last week, “Silver Whip” 
(20th’, mild $10,000. 


Geldman ‘Goldman 
99'\—“Last Comanches” 


9 


99-$1.30' — 
RKO-Disney 6th 
$10.000. Last week 


(1,200; 50-/ 
Col). Big | 


- |$12,000. Last week, “Battle Circus” 
1 { 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55-/ (24 wk), $13,000 in 10 days. | 
50-99 — | 
“Blue Gardenia” (WB'. Drab $10.- 


M-G 


Mastbaum (WB (4360: 


000. Last week. “Stars Singing” 


; (Par) (2d wk), $12,000. 


Christian Andersen” 


$10,000. Last week, $11,000. 
Randeiph ‘Goldman) (2,500: 30- 
99:'\—“Girl Who Had Everything” 
M-G'. So-so $12,500. Last week, 
“Jeopardy” (M-G) (3d wk), $8,500. 
Stanley (WB: (2.900: 50-99) — 
“Back on Broadway” (WB) (2d wk). 
Sluggish $7,000. Last week, $10.000. 
Stanten (WB) (1,473: 50-99) — 
“Cleopatra” (Par) (reissue). Fancy 
$8,500. Last week, “Ride Man 
Down” (Rep', $6,000. 
Pn (T-L) (500; 90-$1.50\— 
Rouge” (UA) (4th wk). 
crea # $14,000 or near. Last week, 
$17,000. 


‘GOBI’ MODEST $7,000, 
PROV.; ‘MELVIN’ NG 96 = 


Providence, March 31. 
So-so pic fare is levelling biz 
this week. Loew's State's “I Love 
Melvin” getting top coin but minor 





at the Kentucky. \ total “Little Sheba™ is still good 


000. ! 
reissue in_ second week at Strand. RKO (T-L) (600: 55-$1)—| 


“Destination Gobi” is fair- 
Gar- 


| Albee’s 
iish while Majestic’s “Biuve 


(Fay) (2200; 44-65)—'. 


Gardenia” 
“Daughter of Darkness” 
Average $5,000. Last week “Law- 
less Breed” (U} and “Ma, Pa Ket- 


SiogheTe Relbing ths ane- Srey | O40R, Vasaten” 0) sold $2.00 

en” (BK Love “San An- 

at 99. “XO) 2d wk), swell eel ae Sen “$9,000. Last 
a: week, “Battle Circus” (M-G) and 

watt e Loew's) (3.000; 50-75\— | “Oid Overland Trail” (Rep), $9. 

hep 7S, Face” OM-G)' and “Dr. 

ise, “29 Mr. Hyde” Q4-G) (re- 

$i: . [orTor combe looks sock 65\—“Little Sheba” (Par) and 

Cu. »&y big for oldies. “The Serenade” (Par) (2d 


Por: Indie), $11.000. 


MG) and “Battles Chief | wk’. 
i socke $12,000. 


Nice $5.500. First week was 








ans 


| vaude. 
] “I Love Melvin” GM-G) plus vaude. 
Midtewn (1.200; 85-$1.50 —“Hans | 
(RKO) (8th/ 
| wk). School holidays helped to big | —“Destination , Gobi” 





‘A&C TO MARS’ LOFTY 
146 IN FAIR DENVER 


Denver, March 31. 
Brightest newcomer here this 
session is “Abbott-Costello Go to 
” which is big at Paramount. 
| “Lady Wants Mink” is rated fairly 
okay in two spots but “Tall Texan” 
is only fairish in three locations. 
“Peter Pan” is holding at a fancy 
in second 
Heavy snow yesterday (Mon.) put 
a damper on biz that night. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aladdin ‘Fox! (1,400: 50-85) 
“Tall Texan” (Lip) and “Fru Get 
You” «Lip). Fair $6500. Last 
week, “Bwana Devil” (UA:, $6,000. 
Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750: 50-85) 
—*“Little Sheba” (Par i3d_ wk’. 
Okay $8500. Last week. $f3.000 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 50-85: — 
“Lady Wants Mink” (Rep! and 
“Ride Man Down” Fairish 
. “Seminole” 


Esquire ‘Fox! (742: 50-85) — 
“Lady Wants Mink” (Rep) and 
“Ride the Man Down” (Rep). Okay 
$3.500 or near. Last week, “Semi- 
nole” (UL), $2,800 

Orpheum ‘RKO) (2.600; 76-$1.20) 
— “Peter Pan” (RKO; (2d wk). 


| Fancy $17,500. Holding again. 
y is week, $23.500 


Paramount ‘Wolfberg) (2.200: 


| 50-85. Abbott & Costello Go To 


Mars” (U! and “Savage Mutiny” 
Col) Rousing $14,000 or close. 
Last week, * ‘City Beneath Sea™ ‘U 


and “Girls in Night” (U), $13.500 

Taber (Fox! (1,967: 30-85 — 
“Tall Texan” — and “Ill Get 
You” (Lip Fair $6,000. Last 
week. on reissues 

Webber (Fox 50: 50-85'\—“Tall 
Texan” (Lip) and “I'll Get You” 
Lip). as Aladdin, Tabor. Fairish 
$3,000. Last week, on reissues 





_; Limits’ Lively 
| 12,000, D.C. Ace 


ashington, March 31 

Cu — session is a prevue of 
Holy Week. with lack of sock first- 
run pix adding to gloom. “Of Lim- 
its” at the Warner. by far the 
sturdiest of the newcomers, is 
pleasing, but not up to hopes for 
a Bob Hope starrer. “Down Among 
the Sheltering Palms” 


off, except for “High 
Lopert’s Dupont and 
at the Playhouse. 


| Noon” at 
“Littie Sheba” 


both of which are still riding the | 


| crest of the Oscar wave. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Capitel (Loew's) (3,434: 55-95'— | 


“KC. Confidential” ‘UA! plus 
Slow $14,000. Last week. 


$21,000. 
Columbia (Loew's) (1,174: 55-80 
(20th) (2d 
wk). Pleasing $5,000 in 5 days 
after solid $9.000 last week. 


) (372; 55-$1— 


Noon” (UA) (13th wk). 


Keith's (RKO) (1.939: 90-$1.25)— 
“Peter Pan” ‘{RKO-Disney) (7th 
wk). Sturdy 


Metropolitan (Warner) (1.200; 
90-$1.25)—Hans Christian Ander- | 

sen” (RKO) (6th wk). Trim $8,000 
- $9,000 last week. Hodis. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 55-85—_ 
“Down _———— rich $12,000. Palms” 


(Tth wki. 


Neat $12,009. 
but well below expectancy. 
week, “Blue Gardenia” (WB’, $10.- 


“Member of Wedding” ‘Col! (3d 
wk). So-so $3500 after $4,000 last | 
week. Holds another round. 





‘Gardenia’ Bright 9G, 


Baff.; “B’way’ $12,500 


Buffalo, March 31. {$27 


9 days. 
Paramount (Par) (3.000; 40-70'— 
Broadway” (WB) and. 
(Continued on page 24) 


week | 


looks slug- | 
| gish at the Palace. Holdovers are: 
generally 


$8,000 after $9.000. 
| last week. Stars on to get Easter 
| trade. 


y 69174: 55-85)— 
Last —“The Promoter” ‘U) 


Ps New Entries Brighten B’ way; 
Moon Bright 1366, ‘Off Limits’ 276 
Bright 1366, 

Five new, strong bills are giving | now set for April 26. Steady gait 
Broadway first-run business a nice | of this vaude lineup is sensational. 
| lift this session despite the Holy} pParameunf (Par) (3.664: 80-$1.80) 
| Week — ae had to|/_. “] Confess” (WB) plus Patti 
conten wit steady ownpours | erry Vv 
for two days. with the springlike | | Beas. . a a! 
weather which followed cutting in’ wk). 
on trade especially last Sunday} next Friday _ (3) continues very 
(29 Easter Week vacations start; strong at $63,000. Goes a third. 
for N. ¥. schools next Friday (3)) First week was big $75,000, slicht- 
but many colleges already have be- ly below hapes. “House of Wax” 
gun their vacation periods. i (WB). first 3-D pic to play Par 

The outstanding newcomer is | flagship, is due in April 10. 
“Salome” despite being rained on| Paris (Indie) (568: $1.25-$1.80'\— 
opening day (Wed.). Initial week “Hans C. Andersen” (RKO? (19th 
at the Rivoli looks like smash $65,-| wk’. The 18th frame ended Mon- 


000 or near. The $2 top for week-/day (30) held with $6,100 aiter 
end night shows is a big help, | $6.500 for 17th week. 





naturally. Riveli (UAT) (2,092; 95-$2) — 
Just about as strong are the | “Salome” (Col 2d wk). First 
Roxy and Music Hall. “Call Me) Stamza ended last night (Tues.) 


soared to a smash $65,000 or near. 
Hurt by rain opening day just 
when it started out ahead of 
“Snows Kilimanjaro” (20th! record- 
holder here. Looks in for longrun. 
Opened March 25 after elaborate 
|preem Tuesday (24) night. In 
| ahead, “The Star” (‘8th wk-6 days’, 


Madam” with iceshow looks giant 
$96,000 at the former, with rave) 
reviews a hypo. The annual Easter 
Stageshow with “By Light of Sil- 
very Moon™ is heading for a very 
good $136,000 at the Hall with 
matinees especially big. 


“Off _Limits” figures to take a $5,500 but winding up a very nice 
nice $27,000 in its initial frame at run here " 
the Astor. “Naked Spur” hit a Radi a Music Hall (Rocke 
fine $24,000 opening week at the Setiers) “1 &, "900-$2 rr “ a 
State » | S€tseeS 2; “oe — > 
nie = atti Light of Silvery Moon” (M-G) with 
I Confess with Patti Page. Easter stageshow. First week ead- 


Jerry Wald and Bobby Sargent top- 
ping stage bill held at big $63,000 
in second week at the Paramount. 
“Lili” continues its record run at 
the Trane-Lax 52d Street. landing > 
a 9 big $13.700 in third session 
oulin Rouge” still is holding 

in smash fashion at ‘the Capito! 
being great $38.000 in seventh 
Stanza after $49,000 for sixth week 
It is now schedul - to stay at least 
10 weeks “Ann si till is okay! | 
with $8,500 wall s ixth round at the f 
f 


ing today ‘Wed_) is landing a very 
good $136,000. Matinees so f-r 
have been very strong. In for 
usual run over Easter and subse- 
quent weeks. In ahezc. “Story of 
Three Loves ‘ ge aad siageshow 

Rexy 20th 5.886: 50-$2.20'— 
“Call Me Madam” 26th) with ice- 
show onstage 2d wk’. Chmbing to 


Giobe and stays a seventh or a 
“Come Back * Lit tle Sheba.” held KO-Disnes 
at socko $15.500 in 14th frame at wk okay : 
the Victoria. In the previous “week } : 
' it had the help of Shirley Booth's 
Academy Award. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster ‘City Inv 1,300: 80-$1.50) ; 
{—“Off Limits” (Par). Initial week’ 
ending next Friday (3) is heading 
for a nice $27,000 or near. 
good reviews. Holds. In ahead. 
“Stars Singing” (Par) (2d wk-10 
days’, $16,000 
1.250: 90-' 


and ices show 
$52 000 to close ou 
' ful longrun “Pan” 
j was the se eventh pic in Roxr his- 
i tory to go six weeks. It landed a 
smash $485,500 total. 

State ‘Loew's! 
“Naked Spur” 
; tial round ended 





3.450: $5-$1.80'— 
M-G) (2d wk). Ini- 
last night Tues ) 
hit fine $24,000. In ahead. “City 
Beneath Sea” ‘U) (2d wk), $17,000. 
—— Fann 561: 90-$1.50)-—— 
“Penny incess” (U) (2d wk). 
Pg i ag oe ‘ort, | First frame ended Monday (30) 
a The gill led yes-| was nice $10,000. In ahead. “Story 
| terday (Tues.) held at $39.500. vi y=] of Mendy’ (U) (4th wk-8 days’, 


tually capacity. The 25th week | Trans-Lux 60th St. ‘T-L) (453: 


was $40,000. .“ ° 
Ba t (Reade) (430- 90-$1 50) | 90-$1.50 Justice Is Done” ‘In 


. die) (Sth wk). Fourth stanza ended 
phe tee 8 ee | Sunday (29) hit $5,500 after fine 
ended Sunday (29) was nice $3,700 | $6 S0C for third week. 


“Tl Be-| Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
| 90-$1.50'—"“Lili” (M-G: (4th wk). 
(U) opens in about) Third round ended Monday 20) 


after $3,500 for 13th week 
| lieve in You” 


two weeks. held at big $13.700 after socko 
Capitel (Loew's) (4.820; 70-$1.80'/ $16 200 for second week. In for 
i'—“Moulin Rouge” (UA! (8th wk’. longrun here 
|The seventh round ended iast Victoria ‘City Inv) (1.060: 95- 
night (Tues) held at $38.000. re-| $; 99: “Little Sheba” (Par) (15th 
markable in view of length of run.| wx) The 14th session ended ves- 
The sixta week was $49.600. wey) terday ‘Tues. held at great $'5- 
over hopes, with interest in Oscarsison Added laurels for Shirley 


|handed pic pushing it ahead of 
fifth round’s $45,700. both terrific. 
This is beating “African Qveen” 
(UA) “biz here and being topped 
only by “Quo Vadis” ‘M-G! which 
played at ae scale. Stays at 


ime least 10 weeks 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 85-$2.20) 


Booth, pic's star. via Antoinette 
Perry legit award sustaining mo- 
mentum after she was named 
Academy's best actress for 1952. 
Latter Oscar boosted this to smash 
$21,000 in 17th week. 








oth “Hans Christian Ande aersen” Heb Off; ‘Lion’ Mildish 


(RKO+ (19th wk). The 1 
ended Monday, (30) aiaek to o $8 
| 500, but still okay for period of 
, longrun. The 17th week was $13.-| 
| 400. way over expectancy. Stays on | 
until after Eastes. 

(468: 90-$1.80 


Fine Arts (Davis) 
(23d wk). Usual Holy Week slump pre- 
The 22d round ended Monday (30)\ wails this stanza with downtown 
‘held at $3,800 after $4,300 for 21st | majors marking time prior to un- 
week. Continues on. 'veiling staunch product the day 
Glebe ‘Brandt) (1.500: 60-$1.50' | before Easter. As a result, current 
—“Anna” (IFE! ‘7th wk). Sixth pix are holding for nine days. Best 
| session ended last night (‘Tues.)| newcomer is “Androcies and Lion” 
continued okay with $8.500 after! at Memorial with “Blue Gardenia” 
nice $11.000 for fifth week. “Man at Paramount and Fenway also 
in aultiey (Col) due in April 8. fairly nice. “Come Back. Little 
(Per-Rose) Sheba” in second round at Met is 
holding well with “Moulin Rouge” 
ar fifth week at Orpheum also 
| strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (B&Q) (1.500, 85-$125— 
Ae Hans Christian Andersen™ (RKO) 


(Brandt) ‘ (14th wk). Winding nifty 14-week 
Bt aa 4 jrun plus one day with satisfactory 


i « $5.000 after $5.800 last week 
| day (30). In ahead, “Above and Bost (RKO) (3.000: 40-85\— 


“Great White Hunter” ‘Lip’ and 
| Cast Kidd” (Lip? (reissues). Fair 
$10500 in 9 days. Last week, 
Sinister" (RKO), $14 and “Port 
| Danny and bit) | Simister™ ( . 14.800. 

(ith wk). The 10th session ended| Exeter (Indie) (1300; 60-60)— 
reel sey (28) was $50,000 after Forbidden Games” ‘Indig) ‘6th 


1 $52,000 for ninth weck. Windup (Continued on page 24) 


=i $17,000, ‘Gardenia-‘Way’ 
$14,500, Moulin’ 126, 5th 


Boston. March 2. 
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_ Wednesday, April 1, 1953 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Bwana’ Giant $21,000, K.C.; Kettles’ on Huge $18,000, 
Sturdy 166, ‘Sombrero Light 7146 


i. Seattle. March 31. 
Peter Pan™ is standout here 
}~ plese 9 with a smash week at 








rade kapety tis week, being| “Kansas Pacific” and “Torpedo 
terrific at Parammeant SOM | oNwest Key City Grosses ADey cleo , feed at Coliseum. 
Dev ee vith “Kettles on Vaca phoum. i 
SS Sut slow at most other spots. Estimated Total Gress : 
en ;amission boosted to $1.25 This Week $2,212. 408 Estimates for This Week 
= - Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.829: 63- 


; ‘ Based on 24 Cities, 205 the- i vi 
“Kettles” is| tres, chiefly first runs, im- (| 90—“Kamsas Pacific” ‘AA? and 





Seattle; ‘A&C Mars’ 76; 





‘LA. Spotty; ‘Gardenia’ Limp 1100, 
:| “Hitch-Hiker’ Fast $23,000, ‘Palms’ 
Pale 176 Sheba’ Strong 14156, 2d 





Broadway Grosses 





see bigZ sess2Ons 

usually mice for Holy Week ——- N.Y.) eR onto a ee _Good $8.- _ Estimated Total G 

“Break ng at the little Vogue. Last Year $2,138.20 | 20ch) amd ~Homesteaders” 1AA), Week ...... 

tinnes SMromg : - : | $7.600. Based on 20 theatres 
Sombrero” is 2 major a ( Based on 24 cities, end 218 | hy as 
ment at the Midland. “Tonight We’ theatres.) Filth Avenue (Evergreen) (2-| (Based on 21 _ Seat carves! 
Sing” is Very sluggish at Orpheum , 265; 65-90'—“Little Sheba~ Pat) 





ined a | and “White rim, s" 
Wez A Week wt Swell $9 .500 cor a ., 


Dickinson) (504: 65-85? — $13,800 
be pees sre Clown Crisp 126 L2G |PERs, cam as: go 
a ecnt $1,600. Last week. $1,708. }—“Abbott & Costello To 





dland A }(U) and “Gunsmoke” t 
setae os Ip Drab Balto |S? es 4 
re ic” (M-G). Light and perate Searc Z 
= las week. a 0 ME! Gd ss days’, $4.300 = 
re on ; "3 March” Hamrick) (850; $1! 
~ _ Rog . Baltimore. Maret 31. leva 4 A (RKO s.| 


aa ae ie ati ; ‘ twk) Great $5500. Last week. 
Misserui (RKO) (2,658; 50-75) Biz is mainly dull this session. = 

eIpvasion U. S. A.” (Col) and “Last with big new entries set to come wee ° 

wesin Bombay” ‘Col). Dull $4,500. im over the weekend. “The Clown” _Biuste Hall (Hamrick) (2263; 65- 
Lax week. “I Confess” (WB) and at Century looms nice. however 90—"T_ Love Melvin” (M-G) (2d 
i, | : , “Come Back Little Sheba™ at mane ryt $4500 in 6 days. Last 
“Orphen = Midwest) (1.913; Playhouse is cashing in on Acad- * — 

Re We Sing” (20h) 'emy Award publicity still big im Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.600. Si a 


ed out week Thursday (26) second week “Down Among pine god . So-so $7,000. 

7 siuscish $5,000. House cur- Sheltering Palms” looks mild at —- ng Ta * i, exan’ ‘Lip) and 

nonsty Gark the New_and “Blue Gardenia” is “» Get You™ ‘Lip). $6,800 

*” Paramount Tri-States 1900. dreb at Stanler x ae ov es 3.039 

-S3-$1 Ss Bwana Devil” TA Estimates for This Weee Bez .go>—' Petes RKO) and 
ar 


d ing for Country” ‘RKO: Huge $18.- 

wn ee sume Sees pte one —_ Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20-000. Last week. -Bwana Devi 
of house's biggest takes. terrif $21- 7 ~Ciown™ (M-G). Nice $12- (UA) (3d wk’, $5300 at $1.25 top 
Little Sheba” (Par) 900 or near. Last w 4 OY at 23 top 





“Jeop- 





34 wk’. $8.000 . G ardy” (M-G), $13,000. ; 
Towes. U pieown. airway. r- Hippedreme Rap . £9 1ah- 
Sa Rappaport? (2.100 
pada (Fox Midwest) (2100, 2.083: 5) 6135) Hams Christian Ander- t 
7 121 50-73'—"Ma, Pa Kettle sen” (RKO) ‘Gh wk Nice $14- all Ca 


oz WVacatien™ (U Stout $16,009 


49) after $17.000 for fifth frame 


est weel Gunsmoke U? with 

ol incident” ae? at Tower Keith's ‘Schanberger) (2.400. 23-| 

ani Granada. $12,000. 90\—“Tropic Zene™ (Par. Slow | Ops nsco 
“Verwe ‘Golden! (550; 65-85) — $6500. Last week “Stars Are 

*R-esking Soun rrier™ CA Singing Par 2d ek $6000 ; * js ‘ 

| gene pg Sturdy $2000. Holds. __Little ‘Rappaport? (310: 25-90—) San Francisco. March 31. 
.. , a oF 4 Song to Remember” (Col) ire) The aute show plus summer 
Last wees issue Fai r $3,700 Last week weather is sloughing first-run biz 





|“Forza Del Destino” (indie), $3.- here this stanza However. it does 
Stooge’ New Record Ait i-m _*""| not appear to be hurting “Peter 
ir licks) (980: 20-70\— Pan.” which is way out ahead of 

* 


?.“Ride Man ‘De mn” (Rep). Mod-: others with oe session at th 
$24,900, Toronto; ‘Sheba erate $4.6 "haat cna, “Silver Golden Gate Upped saule of 60e- 


° : Whip™ (2kh’. $4200 $120 is heiping “Sombrero” 
Wow 236, ‘Seminole OG New (Mechanic: 1,800: 20-70_|looms okuy at Warfield while 
-m “Down Among Sheltering Palms™ | “Blue Gardenia” is im like groove 
Toronto, March 31. ((2%th). Mild $7200. Last week.at Paramount. “Moulin Rouge” 
“The Stooge” is landing top this “President's Lady” ‘2h’ (22 wk), ! still is big im sixth round at United 
werk with a new record at the Im-  $7.800. : ' Artists. 
perial, largest cinema im Camada | Playhouse ‘Schwaber ‘420. 3 
Ne x and neck on gross is “Come 9$0'—“Little Sheba™ Par : ® 
Back Little Sheba” at two houses Hot $7,000, same as second week. —“Peter Pan” (RKO). Terrific 
or turmaway trade second frame.’ Stanley ‘WB! 3.280, 5090 — $35,000 or over. Last week. “Iron 
Newcomers are “Hitch-Hiker” and “Blue Gardenia” ‘WB. Dim $7.- Crown” (Indie! and “Port Sin- 
“Seminsic” Sar if not smash 300._ Last week. “Back on Broad- ister” (RKO, $9.000 
Eetmcies for Tits we 1 KE eee ee 
Eglinton. University (FP) (1.080 1-300; 35-70) | Texan” (Lip) and “Tl Get You" 


1536 45-75\—"“Little Sheba” (Par!) =. tavasion U.S A” (Col. Okay Lip Dull $11,000. Last week. 
aa st. Capa city $23,000. Last 320.000. Last week “Last Co “Destination Gobi’ (2ith) and 
weak onl — ” manches” (Col, $9,700. “Taxi™ (2h) (2d wk). $9.500. 





Crest. Downtown. eK. s) (2656- 65-95 


Sst Tarier Bes 1 B59. 855, OS ’ con BS). eae sets 
Ses Prince of Puraies” © Beneath Sea’ Stout 9G, 52. 28 week “Naked” spur 
“Kansas Pacific” (AA). Geod/ oe tg 


$12 wa. Last week. “The Savage” | Port; ‘Sheba’ Big 86, 2d “Bive Gardenia” WB! and “Sen 


‘Par amc “Fangs of Aretic™ 1AA).} 


Imperial ‘FP) (3,373; 40-75—| City is loaded with holdover: Be 
“The Stooge” ‘Par!. Smash $24,000. and extende¢-run pictures. making - yt (Par? (1.400: -f300 


Last week. “Iron Mistress” (WB) the overall total offish from recent <The Star” 20th) (2d wk!. Down | 


itd vk), $4,000 stanzas. Top meweomer is “Cit to $7,500. Last week. big $13,000. 
Leew’s Loew! (2.096; 46-75— Beneath Sea” which is rated good, Orpheum ym Fy 65-' 

jeopardy” (M-G) (2d wk). Neat at Broadway. Return date of “Hich 95.—“Ma Ps wae on Vacation” 
a : Noon” paired with “Song in Heart” ‘UC? and “Romance and Rhythm” 
Odeom Rank) (2390: 30-90 — to cash im on Oscar awards is rated Rep). 

esz2Gon Gobi” (20th) (2d wk). tall at Oriental. “Come Back.| “Glass Wall” (Col) and “Jack Me- 

Seusiactory $8,000. Last week. Little Sheba” still is big in second | Call™ (Col). $9.500. 

$i2 week at Paramount while “Peter, United Artists (No Coast) ‘1 - 

" Pam” continues sock in third Or- 207: 80-SI130-—“Moulm Rouge™ 


“Huch-Hiker” (RKO) Okay $9.- pheum session. UA) (6th wk: Still big at $10-| 


m Las weel ' i ,000. Last week, $12.00. 

$2 oe Estimate: fer —_ Week i's ; ‘S-R) 370: $120 
Upewn ‘Loew! (2.743: 40-73)— Br eadway (Parker) 1.890. 65-90 '$1.80\—"“Hans Christian Ander- 

“Seminole” (Ui. Bi = oe, Sh mand sea” (RKO) (6th wk) Great $14- 

peer Th= Clorn” a ¢ est 25 - izona™ ep rity | 1) 

ps The Clown™ (M-G? <2d wk’, Re oT oan o00. Last week. capacity $16.00 


. Verue S. F. Theatres’ 377: S-; 
|“Back on Broadway” (WB) and $1\—“Casque @Or” ‘Indie’. Oke’ 


CONNIE OKE $13,000, | “euii'Riser Tuatha FR Sie "Sha th 





+8 ce i Portland. Ore. March 31. Antoniq™ AA’. Oke $12.0000 Last 














~» | Circus’ NSG 116 
In Sluggish Pitt. = § 


March 31 
It is ore ene al Hoty Week story 


Circus” at Penn looks uke best bet. 
but it is sluggish. “Limelight.” 
which finally got a downtown show - 
ing after Loew's it up. is 
ying at the Warner. “Blue Gar- 
Senin” at Stanley shapes drab while 
“Redheed From Wyoming” and 
“Girls in Night” at Fulton is mod- 


erate 


Estimates for This Week 
Fulten ‘Shea 1.700; 50-85) — 
Redhead *Wyoming™ (U and 
“Girls in Night™ (U'. Modest $4.900 

Last week, “Hans Christian Ander- 
sen™ (REO) (Sth wk), $6.000 in 8 

Harris (Harris) (2200 30-85 a 

“Gunfighter” ‘20th) and “Yell os 
| Sky” . (20th (reissues |. Oke Nar 
Last week. “City Beneath Sea 
U’. fine $9.000 in 9 day "s 

Penn ——s (3.300; 50-85 
“Battle Cir M-G Ss} 3) 
$11,000 rr week, ° “Little Sheba’ 
Par’. slipped down in stretch 
after Oscar for Shirley Booth had 
sent picture off to flying start. Big 
$16000 but not figured strong 
enough to hold. “Sheba™ moved to 


Squirrel Hill (WB: 900. 5-85 — 
" (RKO. Excellent 

Guo drama to get 
at least $2.500. . May hold. Last 
‘ of Being Ear- 


| Stanley (WB 13,900: 50-85) — 
“Biue Gardenia™ <(WB’. So-so 
$38.500, if that. Last week, “Angel 
Fece” (REO). about same. 

Warner ‘WB 2000: 30855 — 
Limelight™ (UA). Only slight in- 
terest in Chaplin pic here appar- 
ently. No trouble here. but no 
business either. Dismal $4000 
Last week. “Peter Pan™ (RKO) ‘&h 
wk’, $6.00 


Mpls. Uneven Bat ‘Pan’ 
Smash $22,000; Kettles’ 
Fat 96, ‘Jeopardy’ 


Minneapolis, March 31. 
| Sudden wealth of competing at-' 


tractions is making rough going 
for films but “Peter Pan™ is com- 
ing through in major style with 
| Smash session at RKO-Orpheum. 
Sti outside opposition includes 
; the Shipstad-Johnson “Ice Foilies.~ 
the annual peeenen's See. an 
Banana™ legiter and the Minnea 
‘olis Lakers’ basketball chamatenl 
ship playofl games. Other newcom- 
ers doing well are “Ma and Pa 
Kettle On Vacation™ at Radio Citys 
“Love Melvin™ at Century and 
| “Jeopar s” at the Gopher. 





—e 


Century (Par) 1600: 50-76—"I 
Love Melvin™ MG Stout $6500 
Continued on page 24) 





$4500 to top first week 


ST. L00: 126. “Four Pester™ he | 2a hg Sew 


St. Louis, March 31. 


He: 
tell 2° -runs Bere this session. *e2® 
amd with ah ‘ Oriental + » 2.000: 6&-/ 
i eee coeeeecs | Oke 86; Stereo 
Seng seek are very dim. “Con- So8s im = a0 moh i 
Saentay Connie” as best $3.00 | or eu return dates for both} 
of new Dix but it’s okay at Pik Last week “Little Sheba Cincinnati. March 31. 
Loew = “Come ittle Sheba” Par) and “Newer Take No f0T) pisoet of Holy Week is evident 
— “Anna ees Same. at) Answer — $6.000. 730 9 2 all tirst-rums this tae. Sue 
ee imation ar | started im latter part week 
— Si2pes sluggish at the Mis- aa = ge FO ge haggle “The Star” is slow at the big 
“stimates fer This Week ' $14.000. img boned scale at the am 
~. Am >a moder ‘F&M’! (3.500; 6)- Paramount (Evergreen) 3.400. looms mice. “Fist Top™ at the Pal- 
oll, ~_ e Sheba” (Par: and 65-90 '—“Littie Sheba” (Par! and ace is modest. “Blue Gardenia” in 
et w& Face” (RKO!) Gd wk).'’“Ne for Am Answer” (indie) ‘242 the Capitol shapes okay. 
$12,000 after $18,008 ppen- wk). Big $8000. Last week; : 
2- roand | $12,000. Estimates for This Week 
Peis (AM. 5.000; 60-75) —"Mam/ | United Artists (Parker) (090. 65! Albee (REO) G.100; 55-85)— 


st (Opened tedag: tieaen | toes You" (indies So-so $5.5. 
— Stars Singing” (Par! Last week 
-Dumeed on page 24) 


Liberty (Hamrick! BTS, 65-20) 
tr Se“-c"52 Holy Week Bops Cincy But * 
eek is exacting a beavy| Fine $3,009, @ (ur days ios 


96, ‘Star Dim # 


‘“Blee Gardenia” (WB). Oke $8.000 
Last week. “Ivanhoe” (M-G'. $8500 

Grand (RKO) (1400; 73-$1)— 
“Stereo Technicues” ‘indie? and 
“San Antone™ (AA! Upped scale 
for 3D boosting te nice $9.000. Last 
week. “One Girls Confession™ 
‘Col? and “Probiem Giris™ (Col 


/“Flat Top” (AA). Moderate $8500. 
Last week. “Back on Brosdway” 
.TWB), $3.009. 






+ Les Angeles. March 31. 
While most first-runs are bene- 
fitting by Easter Week school holi- 
| day here, there are only three new 
bills in current week and only ore 
\is doing bi. “Hitch-Hiker” in 
‘two theatres. shapes nifty $23.000 
or better. “Blue Gardenia” looks 
only slow $14,000 in two locations 
while “Down Among Sheltering 
Paims” is scant $17.000 in four 
houses. 

“Peter Pan.” in third week. two 
spots. looks solid $32,000. “Little 
Sheba™ shapes nice $14,500 for sec- 
ond session. two sites while , Liles” 
=e & 588 on second frame 
t Vogue 

foulin Rouge” is holding at 

dy $9,000 or close in 14th week 
man situations. School holiday 
with TV and newspaper ads are 
helping “Andersen™ to oke $6000 
in 4th week at Beverly Hills 

Estimates fer This Week 

Downtown. Wiliern ‘WB ‘1 737; 
2.344: 70-$1.10\—“Blue Gardenia” 
WB? and “Thundering Trails” ‘In- 
die Slow $14.000 Last week, 
Back on Broadway” (WB) ‘2d wk’, 
SF Qyy 

Les Anreles Paramount. Fl Rer 
ABC-PT-FWC 3.200: $861: 70- 
$1.10\—“Hitch-Hiker™ (RKO? and 
“Woman They Almost Lynched” 
Reo Stout $23,000 Last week. 
L. A Par. only, “Battle Cire us 
M-G) and “White Lightni me~ ‘AA) 
3d wk', $5200. El Rey. second- 


Les Angeles, Chinese. Uptown, 
Leyola FWC) (2.097: 2.048: 1.71 
1248: 70-$110\—“Down Among 
zims™ (2Hh’) and “Pace 


(REO Scant $17.000 


2 “Destination Gobi” 
20 “Secret Sharer” (RKO’, 
$262 fn) 

United A Heliyweed Para- 


mount ‘CAT &M) (2.100; 1.438: 
73-$1 10}—“Little Sheba™ Par) 
2d wk). Nice $14500. Last week, 
$21.900 
Orpheum. Escyptian Metropoli- 
tan-U ATC? (2213: 1.538: 60-$1.1 
—"I Leve Melvin™ (‘M-G) an od 
“Jalops™ ‘AA 2d k) Light 
$12.000. Last week. $13.000 
Leew's State, Four Star, Hawaii 
UCATC-G&S) (2.404. 900; 1.106: &- 
$1._10\—“Seminole™ (U and “Kansas 
Pacific” ‘AA) (24 wk Fairish 
$12,000. Last wéek. $20.00 
Vogue FWC: (885; 8)-$120' — 
“Lili” Of-G) (2d wk Fancy $7 
500. Last week. $2.300 
Paatages ‘REO 2- 


Hilistreet, 
732: 2812: 74-$1.50'—“Peter Pan” 
RKO! Gd wk Solid. $32.000. 
Last week. $35.800 

Ritz: FWC: (1.370: 8-51) — 
“Call Me Madam™ (20th) ‘4th wk’. 
Smart $11,000. Last week. $11.5»). 

Fime Arts ‘FWC) (679; 80-$1.50) 
— Four Poster™ (Col) Gd «wk. 


782: 80-$1 50) 
(UA) (4h wk-Wilshire. Kh wk- 
Giobe’. Sturdy $9.000 or near. 
Last week. $10,400 

Beverty Hills (WT) 1.612. $1 - 
$1.80\—“Hans Christian Andersen” 
RKO} 4th wk). Okay $6,000. 
Last week. $5,900. 


~‘Coerama’ Huge $29,000, 


Det: ‘Angel’ Fair 146, 
‘Sheba’ OK $17,000, 2d 


Detroit, March 31. 
Biz looms slow this week Com- 
bination of “High Noon” and 
“African Queen™ shapes just aver- 
age at the Fox “Angel Face” is 
fair at the Palms. Big exception to 
offish tone is “Cinerama™ which 
oe virtually capacity opening 
. Music Hail. 1.145-seat 
are holdovers with 
“tom = strongest in sixth 
week at the Madison with sturdy 
session. “Come Back. Little Sheba” 
— okay in second week at the 
Michigan. “Andersen™ still is fast 

im second round at the Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fex (Fox-Detroit! (5.000; 76-35) 
—“High Noon™ ‘UA and “African 
Queen™ (UA). Barely average $19.- 
OOD Last week. “Destination 
Gobi” (20th). and “No Time for 

Floxers” ‘RKO. $17 

Masie Hall (Cinerama Prods. 
Inc.) (1.145: $1.50-$1.80\—“This Is 
Ciner ama~ ‘Indie 7 (24 wk Pirst st 





_ week ended Monday night 3 was 
508. virtually ’ 
Paiece (REO) 260. 3S —> 
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Pe They get manhandled by 
| “es _ the sexiest sirens in 
tA outer space..the manless 
vixens of Venus ! 
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Paris Legit Deluge Continues With | 
U.S. Adaptations Leading Parade 


Paris. og 24. 
it deluge continues re, in 
og part of the season. Biggest 
oni ings this week are Roeland 
ner Ballets de Paris and Ten- 
ee Williams “La Rose Ta- 
tou ee” (“Rose Tattoo”). 
and 3 tow more legits of doubtful 
raving power make up the week's” 
ngs. 
open. Rose Tattoo” is generally con- 
< Pho one of the more interest- 
ine openings of the season, ani a 
fine evening of theatre. Most crix 
pegsed this over “& Streetcar 
Named Desire.” It was called a 
fine pi iece of sound direction and 
thesping, with kudos to Lila Ke- 
érova for her enactment of Sere- 
i: Also opened this week is an 
Enclish-speaking version a Wil- 
liams’ “The Glass Menagerie.” by 
22 american acting group headed 
Arthur Klein. Gallic crix found 
t the uxtaposition of the two plays 
an interesting coimcidence. and 
both worth a visit to get the savor 
of Williams in two lingos “Men- 
»serie” was well mounted and 


_ 


Play will have a short run 


Trip! " an intime revue 
st the Bruyere. received nice no- 
es from the crix. Most found it 
2zreeable and lightweight, with 
iege A L Innocent” (“Trap 
> The Innocent™), at the Theatre 
L’Oeuvre, is a rather confused 
iece bout the Calvary of a young 
set.. Except for some of the thes- 
nz. this was found wanting and 
wks like a short-lived venture. 
Dial” ‘Madam’ Due 
“Dial M For Murder.” 
known as “Crime Parfait.” bows at 
the Ambassadeurs today 24 ' 
Adapted by Roger Feral. this 
sports a high-pressure mame cast 
in Bernard Blier. Jacqueline Pore! 
and Jean Martinelli. Also on the 
:zenda here is “Call Me Madam.” 
for the “Chatelet.” 
Oi legiters here adapted from 
stateside plays. most successful is 


roy 'U > 


here 


“L Heritiere ‘The Heiress”). now 
in its second year. Next is the 
Grenier-Hussenot ,production of 


the Irwin . Show play. “The Gentle 
Peopie called “Philippe Et 
Jonas” here. This fable on good 
2nd evil is in its fourth month 
2nd looks like a hit’ “Dorothee,.” 
the S. N. Berhman adaption of the 
Somerset Maugham story, “Jane.~ 
ge mixed reviews, but ail were in 
accord on hep thesping of Denise 
Grey. This will probably not reach 
the hit category. A revival of “The 
Bat” at the Grand-Guignol fits in 
with the atmosphere of this house. 
known for its gore and gristie, and 
will probably have a long run. 
Most American adaptions in the 
last few years have not done too 
well here ho-wise. “Harvey.” 
acapted smartly by Marcel Achard. 
languished at the Theatre Antoine. 
with the practical French not won 
over by the whimsy of the invis 
ine pooka. “Mr. Roberts” had a 
very short _ career, in spite of the 
resemce 0 £ Claude Dauphin in the 
€3s! “A Sireetear Named De- 
sre.” with a careful, erotic adap- 
ton by Jean Cocteau, baffled 
French crix and did not make the 


‘y 
1 # 


'2S€. in spite of the topnotch per- 
orming and pull by Arietty. “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” played at the 
big spec house. the Chatelet. for a 
$¢280n. Dut was not of the top suc- 
cess ee of this house. which 





Austria Canaan Pix 


To Suit Juve Tastes 


_ Washington. March 31. 

P Austria is sharply , censoring 
“=s according to the yardstick 
©: suitability for children, reports 
t eU S. Department of Commerce. 
Of the 104 features released in 
‘at country during the third 


Guarter of 1952, only 17 were | 


C-sssifed as suitable for children 
uncer 14 years old and another 29 
‘ere okayed for those between 14 
207 16 years. 

Of the total mumber of pix, 38 
aa from Hollywood, 28 were. 
¢T@man. 


ont the remainder were divided 


‘*cish. Swiss and Spanish The 
- year saw a decline in the 
“Ser of U. S. pix released in 
‘2. largely because the Motion 
I Export 


t 
~P oO 


VPee he 


E 
aks 





oo 


So. American Pix Setup 
Madrid. March 24. 

Cesareo Gonzales has expanded 
his film interests in Latin-America. 
.On his recent trip. he founded 
Suevia Film do Brazil. a produc- 
tion-distribution company in Bra- 
zil. 
Pians for future pix include the 
filming in Mexico of “The Lottery 
and Love.” st tarring Lola Flores 


and bu! lifghter Car los Arruza. An-| 


other bullfighter Luis Miguel 
Dominguin has been put under 
contract by Gonzales. who wants 
to get Rita Hayworth to co-star 
wit him 

Gonzal es has the Spanish rights 
to “Decameron Nights” but cen- 
s —~ difficulties until now have 
) s showing in Spain. 


Coral Dickering 
For British Tie 


London. March 31 
Coral Records. a subsi diary ‘of 
U. S. Decca. has sent a representa- 
tive. Hubert Stone, to London to 
negotiate a British tie-up for the 
label. At the moment. Coral is un- 
represented here. with no release 





of its diskS with such artists as 
Karen. Chandler Les Brown's 
band, Teresa Brewer. Pearl Bailes, 
etc 

It's nderstood that the EMI 
group is strongly in the running 
for clinching the de<z EMI con- 
rol the HM Parlophone and Co 
lumbia labels here Question 


aroused by these 
how they 


negotiations is 
may affect the distribu- 
tion of the Brunswick label here. 
Coral controls Brunswick in the 
U.S. If goes to EMI. ques- 
tion is what will happen to Bruns 
wick. at present handied by EMI's 
biggest competitors, British Decca. 
ne is Corals export manager 


Pix Prods. Up in Arms 
Over Latest Censorship 
In India; Too Costly 


Washington, March 31. 

Fiim producers in India are up 
in arms over the new government 
censorship regulations there. re- 
ports Nathan D. Golden. director 
of the Commerce Department mo- 
tion picture branch. Regulations 
states that any censorship certifi- 
cate issued by the Central Board of 
Film Censors will be good only for 
five years and that a print of the 
pic must be deposited with the 
board before certification. 

ilm Federation of india. an or- 
ganization of producers and ex- 
hibitors. points out that at least 
1,000 old pictures will have to be 
resubmitted for censorship since 
their previous certicates will be in- 
validated under the new rule. It 





' was estimated that the charges for 


submitting these oldies to censor- 
ship will tome to at least 1,500,000 
rupees ($315.000). 

The government of India count- 
ers with the argument that many 
pix. once suitable. may not be okay 
under present economic and poiiti- 
cal conditions: hence. the censors 
should get another look at them. 

President of the Indian Motion 


‘Picture Producers Assn. said in» 


Bombay that the amended rules 
would impose great penalties on 
the industry and necessitate large 
exrenditures. He hinted at possible 
court - action. 

In Pakistan. said Golden. the 


| Richard Todd, Star Of 


5 
' 


‘Roy,’ Hurt on Location 


Aberfoyle, Scot. March 24. 
Playing the title role in Walt 
Disney's “Rob Roy” on location 
here, Richard Todd. British actor. 
put himself out of action eariy 
when he pulled a leg muscle as he 


led his Highlanders in a charge’ 


over the moors. Objective was a 

lath-and-plaster fort built on a 
hilltop. 

“Rob Roy” is from a story by 
American Larry Watkyn. It con- 
cerns the outlaws exploits as a 
younger man. Shooting in the 
Highlands may last eight weeks. 





Tinters Forging 
Ahead in France 


Despite Delays 


Paris. March 24. 

With the Film Aid Law now 
awaiting ratification before the As- 
sembly here and with Gallic pic 
finances now having a chance’ for 
stabilization. attention of produc- 
ers is turning towards color. Cen- 
tre National Du Cinema has re- 
vealed that color films distributed 
in France automatically mean an 
upped gross of 30.000.000 francs} 
$90.000) over the black-and-white | 
pix. From 1945 to 1952 France 
made only seven tinters. and 17 
are already announced for the 1953 
season. 

An important unreleased tinter 
here is “La Dame Aux Camelias.” 
another remake of the Alexandre 
Dumas play, starring Micheline 
Presie.. This was made in Geva- 
color. Another Gevacolor tinter is 
Agonie Des Aigies.” 2 costumer 


on the Napeo leonic wears. and “Blue 


beard.” Also utilizing this process 
is Jacqueline Audry for her sex 
drama among cowboys on the 
Prench plains “The Bionde 
Gypsy.” Although a Technicolor 
rint here now is reputed to cost 
23°e more than a biack-and-white 
already slated for this process ‘de- 


process ‘d 
spite the long weit mecessary at 
English labs) are the costumer re- 
make of “The Three Musketeers.” 
by Andre Hunebellie. Jean Renoir’s 
‘The Poachers.” with Jose Ferrer 
and Christian-Jaque’ s “Till Eulen- 


speigel” starring Gerard Philipe. 
Now being finished in Techni- 
color is the giant spec costumer 


“Lucrecia Borgia.” starring Mar- 
tine Carol and Pedro Armendariz 

Also in the offing for color is the 
Franco-Spankth, “Nuits And2- 
louses.” and another Dumas epic. 
“The Iron Mask.” and “Le Dernier 
Judgement” by Henri Decoin, 
“Mamzelie Nitouthe™ with Fer- 
nandel. and the ‘three costumers. 
“Don Quixote.” “La Reine Margot” 
and “La Dame De Montsoreau.” 


‘Show,’ ‘Fatima,’ ‘Snows’ 
Open in Rome Easter 
Rome. March 24. 

Most focal distributors. with an 
eye to the Easter holiday trade. 
are holding their top product for 
release during that period. In addi- 
tion to the many revivals of re- 
ligiose pix during Holy Week. eed 
ner’s is prepping a blanket release 
for its e Miracle of Fatima.” Lux 
Films will -preem its Jennifer 
Jones-Montgomery Clift starrer. 
“Termini Station.” ‘directed by, 
Vittorio DeSica) April 4th in all 
key cities. 

Among other big guns pending 
release are Paramount's “Greatest 
Show On Earth” hypoed by its 
Oscar win, and “Snows of Kili- 
manjaro™ (20th!, Metro's entries 





for the Easter parade include “Quo 


' Vadis.” “Scaramouche” and “Ivan- 


government plans to provide f-| 


nancial 2id to the Punjab fim im- 
dustry by granting loans —_ ~ 
cooperative banks. Shahmoon Stu- 

dios is expected to start four films 
immediately with the help of these 


; loans. 





Newcastle Okays Sun. Cinemas 
Newcastle. Eng. March 31. 
Battle for Sunday opening of 

ended here. 


cinemas victory 
April 19 will be opening date of 


hoe.” 


Ist Colombia Feature Pic 


Bogota. March oo! 
Camile Correa is directing ~ 
tales” (“Crystals”) from his yan 
yarn, this being Colombia's first 
feature-length pic. Film is being 
shot at Medellin on a four-week 
schedule. for Procinal. Colombian 
production company. Many of the 
actors and extras being used are 
stockholders. 

















Brit. Film Biz Huddles With BBC-TV 
Over Fate of Current Release Show 





‘Limelight’ Tops Tokyo 
B.0.; ‘Zero’ Sock 506 


Tokyo, March 24 

“Limelight” led the boxoffice 
sweepstakes here in the last two 
weeks of February, earning $31.600 
for that period at one house. Other 
ims roadshown at one spot for 
seven days during the fortnight 
were “Paradine Case” ‘WB?. $9.- 
700; “Le Plaisir.” $7,600; “Detec- 
tive Story” (Par). $6200, and “Fan- 
fan La Tulipe.” $3,309. 

Biggest grosser for a single week 
among the day-daters was “One 
Minute to Zero” (RKO) with $50- 
,000 in nine theatres. “Snows of 
Kilimanjaro” 20th) at nine 
houses. did $36,000: “Mutiny on 
Bounty” ‘M-G) was a good $24.- 
100 at nine theatres. and “Opera- 
tion Secret” (WB) did $23.000 at 
seven sites. 


Nip TV Network 
Expanding Setup 


Tokyo. March 24 

t 2 Rreseeans Corp. of a 
'NHK . how in its second ménth of 
television operating. is expanding 
both its radio and its TV facilities 
in Tokyo and Osaka. Expansion 

gins in Tokyo this month with 
construction of new four-story Ra- 
dio Hail. Building will be com- 
pleted in September at a cost of 
$2.250,000. 

Patterned after the broadcasi- 
:ng station in oe gee Den- 

ark, the new building will incor- 





porat e the latest in design. Total / 


floor space will equal 261 acres 
Three radie and TV studios will be 
housed in the hall. 

In Osaka. the network wil] re- 
furnish one of its radio studios for 
the start of its local telecasts in 
October. In Nagoya. a TV s udio 
will De added to the newly-con- 
structed radio building. The net- 
work now owns six TV cameras 
but will double this total soon 


Total Mex Film Prod. 
Off to 99 in 52 But 


Quality Pix Pay Otf 


Mexico City, March 24 

Film production started a down- 
ward trend last year with a total 
of 99 pix. official figures reveal 
This compares with 102 pix in 1951 
and 125 in 1950. The i950 total 
was a record high. but a hard ie: 
son for the trade because so many 
proved very poor boxoffice. Re- 
leases for the 1952 crop were very 
high. 96 getting playdates. 

Production costs last year went 
to a new high of $6.820,000, an av- 
erage of $69300 per film. Trade 
complains that pay of top stars has 
become a costly item. For instance. 
Maria Felix. one of the best box- 
office actresses. not only asks but 
gets $52,000 per film. Artura de 
Cordoba rates $28,900 per pic. Or- 
dinary stars have no trouble get- 
/ ting $1,150 a production. 

With the strengthening of the 
swing to quality, producers are not 
afraid to pay out important coin 
to players who can draw patrons 
to the boxoffice. 


Brit. Queen to Attend 
New Coronation Opera 
London, March 24. 
The Queen is to attend the gala 
preem of Benjamin Britten's Cor- 
onation opera within a week of be- 
ing crowned. The new opus, “Giori- 
ana.” will make its world bow at 
Covent Garden Opera House June 
8. 


The Queen authorized Britten 2 
year 2go to write the Coronation 
opera. The libretto is by William 
Plomer. Scenery and costumes 
have been designed by John Piper 
and choreography is by John Cran- 
ko. The cast will include Joan 








normally 
$2.50, at $18. scaling down to $1.50 


‘for the gallery. 


* London, March 31. 

An all-industry meeting will be 
held here tomorrow ‘Wed! with 
representatives of British Broad- 
casting Corp-TY te discuss a fu- 
ture series of the Current Release 
program. This was withdrawn 
from video last week after an un- 
interrupted run of 14 months. The 
program. which has been aired 
fortnightly since its inception in 
January, 1952. comprises excerpts 
from films on release in London 
and the provinces, together with 
studio integriews of screen and 
trade personalities. 

Although there was consider- 
able press criticism that BBC-TV 
was giving the industry an invalu- 
able boost gratis while getting 
not hing in return, the program re- 
tained its position as a top rating 
show. It was kept on without 
ing rested after the usual period 
of six months. There are no avail- 
able figures to indicate the extent 
to which this program hypoed re- 
ceipts. But the general industry 
eeling is that it has been a b.o. 
aid. 

A suggestion that TV should 
launch a film scrapbook feature 

while Current Release is off the 

has been nixed for the time 

gz by the trade. Apart from 
the fact that it is feit such a pro- 
gram might keep people away 
from film theatres, there is the 
possibility that the clips required 
would involve entanglemert with 
copyright restrictions. 


Honolulu Video Hassle 
Has Stations in Middle; 
Mixup Over Ownership 


Honolulu, March 24 

Honolulu’s confused TV situa- 
tion finds control of EONA solid 
to a new local syndicate. and tem- 
petartly shut down. Station's 
si ved operation leaves 
KG MB-TV as the only TV outlet 
in thé territory of Hawaii 

KONA’s premature off-again, 
on-again transmissions hurt the 
siation. 

Latest development is that the 
Advertiser Publishing Co. which 
rums KGU. and Island Broadcast- 
ing Co.. operators of KPOA. have 
jointly bought controlling stock of 
KONA 

Herbert M. Richards, Honolulu 
financier and executive veepee of 
Radio Honolulu. which operated 
KONA. said he was selling his 
controlling interest because of ill 
health. Minority stockholders of 

dio Honolulu also will be given 
the opportunity to sell their hoid- 
ings on same basis as realized by 
Richards. KONA meanwhile went 
off the air for three or four weeks 
of “technical improvements and 
reorganization of the company.” 


Val Parnell te Present 
Petit Ballet im London 
London, March 24. 

Contrary to expectations. Sir 
Laurence Olivier won't’present Ro- 
land Petit’s Baliets de Paris in 
London. at St. James’ Theatre. 
Val Parnell will present it, at an- 
other house. 

Troupe, starring Petit and Col- 
ette Marchand, opens at the Lon- 
don Hippodrome. replacing 
Parnel!l’s revue, “Wonderful Time.” 
May 11, and will stay four to six 
weeks. 

This will be followed by a new 
Parnell-Delfont revue. ae 
Terry Thomas and Richard H 
with several Continental a 
tions yet to be booked. 











Nip Grosses for Yank 

Distribs Sear in Jan. 

Tokyo. March 14. 
The 10 US. major film com- 
panies earned a gross of $1,832,000 
from distribution of.their product 
in Japan in. January. This was 
$561,000 ahead of the January 
total in 1952. Metro led the list 

with $375,000 but Warner Eros 


‘and United Artists, $13,800. 
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Icelandic Story for Film 


Stockholm, March 24. 
For the first time a novel liy an 
Icelandic author a re _— - 
ithe background for a film 
lshot in Iceland. Titled “Salka 
| Valka,” it was written by Haldor 
= Kilian Laxness, = is ne = 
° . | Pleting -the screenpiay. The 
4p- ear-Old Matinee | will be produced by Swedish pro- 
Y Idol 'ducer Nordisk Tonefilm, who wili 
T Nip Film Wage Earner send a big unit to Iceland shortly. 
op 5 Pa PRL BAe ee Bg, 
"s “ i - } Tokyo, March 24. Maj-Britt Nilsson with Holger 
pes ta pbbsge ony poseliry HE od Japan's perennial matinee idol, Lowenadler, Folke Sundquist and 
wa a opera, “The Man Who | 40-year-old Chiezo Kataoka of Daiei Nils Hallberg in support. Helping 
Married Balba.” authored by Ab-| Studios, ied film stage players in| with the screenplay.is Swedish 
bey producer Tomas MacAnna. | 1952 earnings, according to figures playwright Rune Lindstrom. 
The Hilton Edwards-Michael ‘released by the income tax officials | 


| 
: . ‘ |here. Kataoka was paid $34,000 | 
MacLiammoir Dublin Gate Pre- for hi x bef the cameras | ll r De | F ; 


ductions will stage the first Irish last year. Actress Michiyo Kogure, 

production of Christopher Fry's cinetie freelancing from a Scho- 

“A Sleep of Prisonefs,” and maX- | chika Studio contract, was femme 

ing a double bill of it with W. B.|\esder with an income of $23,900. 

Yeats’ “The Countess Cathleen.” ; A novelist topped all other per- 

Stanley macy Lae Sec ae sons of artistic professions. Eiji | 

is reviving the production Of Mary | yochikawa, author of feudal age 

ate © a ivmpia The- 7 London, March 24. 

Chase’s “Harvey” at Olymr novels, earned $42,000. } Latest U. S. novelty over here, 
ithe Roller Derby, booked by 
| Fosters’ Agency, in association with 
| the William Morris Agency, will be 
| under the aegis of Harringay Arena 

boss Frank Gentle. This is the first 

| time that any imported nevelty has 


atre. Ilisley again playing Elwood 
| been presented at the Arena by 


P. Dowd. 
e 
Frame Tax Relief |.22"S 4.2 223.2 


Stout Lineup of Legit Shows 
Set for Eire Easter Home Festival 


Dublin, March 31. 


An Tostal. the Ireland at Home | 
Festival, which opens here for | 


of 











a spectacle, “Trumpet Call,” which 
involves most of the leading Irish 
vaudeville artists and detachments 
of Irish Army and Naval Service. 
“Everyman,” the Salzburg moral- 
iy play, is slated for the Capitol 


French Films ae aden: BO; 
‘Trinidad Is Top American Grosser 


Gielond’s Richard’ For 9 —_{ zrossers ; 
Rhodes Cent. Exhibition ‘st 8st French Technicolor pie 
in ; '“Un Caprice De Caroline Cherie” 
London, March 31. (which chronicles the amorous ad. 
John Gielgud’s recent London | ventures of the Gallic Amber and 
of “Richard II” will be | includes lots of unveiling of the 
feafured at the Rhodes Centenary | Martine Carol chassis. - Playing 
Exhibition in Bulawayo this sum- | three big houses, the first week 
mer. Giéigud planes to Southern | grossed a good $69,000. Comic 
Rhodesia next July with most of/Fernandel is a bucolie opus, “Le 
the original London cast including | Boulanger De Valorque.” about a 
Herbert Lomas and Eric Porter.| baker who goes on strike, is pul)- 
They will open July 20 for a ing in second money in its second 
limited run. _ |week in three big theatres, with 
A new theatre is being built in | $40,500. 
Bulawayo for the Centenary, with! Next coih is going to “Affair in 
|celebrations opening May 30 with | Trinidad” (Col), which grossed 
!a Scottish vaude fortnight starring | $43,500, actually second money for 
\Harry Gordon. Other attractions/a first week. Following is the new 
will include the Halle Orchestra,! Jacques Tati comedy, “Les Va- 
| Sadier’s Wells Theatre Ballet and | cances De Monsieur Hulot” which, 
'Covent Garden Opera Co. Opera/in its second week, drew $30,000. 
‘company repertory will include |The Sacha Guitry satire on honest 
Benjamin Britten's coronation op-|men, “La Vie D’Un_ Honette 
|era, “Gloriana.” Homme,” was next with $18,500 
at two houses. 
Next up is the French version of 











’ 
} 








(seldom used for legit shows) with 


The Theatre Royal is producing 
Dr. Ernst Lethar in from Austria London, March 31. 


to produce. Christopher Casson) 4 newly-formed trade associa- 
plays the lead. The Gaiety will tion for independent theatre opera- | 
Stage a revival of “La Vie Pari-/ters has submitted an alternative 
sienne.” tax relief scheme to the Chancel- 


Longhair concert sked is heavy 
with visits by Jose_Iturbi, Campoli 
(violin), Sir John Barbirolli and 
Halle orch, Vienna Boys’ Choir 
and special concerts by the Radio 
Eireann Symphony. 


lor of the Exchequer to that ad- 
vocated by the Cimematograph Ex- 
| hibiters Assn. 

The new group, called the Assn. 
of Independent Cimemas, has sug- 
gested to the government that 
| there should be a flat rate conces- 
| sion of $42 per week for every the- 
|atre in the country. They claim 
| this would help the small theatre 
owner and would cost the Treasury 
only $500,000 less annually than 
the CEA’s revised schedule. 

In support of its representa- 
tions, the AIC points out that more 
than 40 theatres have gone dark 
in the last year and at least 200 
more are on the market. They 
|¢laim many British picture thea- 
tres have lost about half their for- 
mer value because they cannot be 
run profitably. 


Rasumny Set for Film 
Stints in Rome, Madrid 
Rome, March 24. 
Mikhail Rasumny, in addition to 
| appearing in “The Great Loves of 


Major Chains Living Up 
To Brit. Queta in Ist 
6 Mos.; First-Runs Lag 


London, March 31. 


With the first half of the current 
quota year ending today ‘Tues.), a 
roundup indicates that the three 
major circuits are running ahead 
of their commitments, while sev- 
eral West End first-rux bouses 
are falling short of their legal re- 
quirements. 

Under the provisions of the Films 
Act, none of the circuits is allowed 
either exemption or relief and all 
have to play the full 30°% quotas. | 
which is the equivalent to approxi- 
mately eight weeks of British 
screen time in the half year. Asso- 
ciated British has given playing 
time to British films for 10 weeks 
in the period and the Gaumont and 
Odeon. groups have nine weeks 
each. 

In the half year, one of the J. | 
Arthur Rank pre-release theatres, | 





len at Cinecitta, has been set for a 
picture this summer in Madrid. 


the Gaumont, Haymarket. Oo ge oe ae gener A 
oi ct on quets with cnly six! ... sven” as-a-filmed TV series in 


Arch, has played 
British films for-12 weeks and the 
Odeon, Leicester Square, for eight. 
The only other West End theatre 
which has met its requirements is 
the Rialto where, under the relief 
scheme, they are only obliged to) 
give two-and-a-half weeks playing | 
time, and have wound up the half 
year with four weeks. 
Paramount’s two first-runs, the 
Plaza and ariage my me both short 
on quota, with six and four weeks Buchanan xpected 
respectively. Metro’s Empire has oak, 7s sa nawe 


played three-and-a-half weeks while | ae interest in the Terence 


1, 


Rasumny’s last Hollywood fea- 
ture was Paramount's “The Stars 
Are Singing.” 


~ London Legit Bits 


London, March 24. 








ray ial yz - M 

their adjacent Ritz has had only | ney stars A amas ar a See 
one week of British films. Warner's gerous Curves,” by Peter ° 
showcase winds up the half year and will be tried out at Streatham 
with four weeks of British films Theatre, April with Hippo- 


screened. reen, to follow 
High Spirit,” which will have a 

programs embracing the history of ing trouble in getting provincial 
go back 250 years to the time of | ‘U2 instead the former one to two- 
will be narrated by Martin Lewis |H7Hem, with Warren Mitehell like- 
“Bitter Sweet,” , oY ~ prior to coming to the 





j 
\« 
/ 


, drome, Golder’s Green 
, lic aa ast f Stephen Mitchell and 
° ° cast 0 n an 
Trace Majesty $ Theatre Stewart Cruickshank’s new revue, 
} 1 i provincial tryout, opening at Aber- 
History in BBC Series 2rovinciat tryoat. op 
; London, March 31. | Piccadilly Theatre early May. 
First of a series of four radio | New legit shows are encounter- 
Her Majesty's Theatre will be aired pre-West End tryouts. Reason 
by the British Broadeasting Corp. given is that big shows now tour 
tonight (Tues.). Present house was the provinces after a long London 
opened in 1897, but the airer will Un, and are given a four-week 
the opening of the original theatre Week rur ..~. New play by Fred 
of that mame. an Ln = im — —— 
The radio treatment wane te ™ ormer 
- by Charles — starred, will be presented by Jack 
and Derek Prentice. P , ly to be-added te the cast. Show 
rate ye aim from “School fer ~4 gr ie at wee ee 
” os S er 
— tra “Fygmalion” with week. Will tour the sticks for 
“Faust,” “Balalaika” and others. West 


History” for producer Victor Pah- | 


ice shows and ice pantomimes were | 
always done by him jointly with | 
|Tom Arnold. The Arnold office 
told Variety it was out of the 
derby setup because it only pre- 
sents shows imported direct, not 
| through intermediaries. 

| Although show is booked for 12 
weeks with options, Harry Foster, 
| who personally closed the deal, be-| nore about 3-D films, Toho Stu- 
| lieves it will run through the sunt | gies has begun production of its 


; : |“Affair in Trinidad” (Col), ““Lime- 
| mer, with bookings already set for | . ; a * “ ~ een 
France, Spain, Italy and Switzer- jown three-dimensional films, using (light (UA}, Scaramouche 


Ni H ch Own “The Big Carnival” (Par), which 


$-D Pic Systems 


version. This took in $18,000. The 
Tokyo, March 24. 


Hypoed by widespread curiosity 


teolor film, “Le Carrosse D’Or.” 
next best, took in a mild $15,000 
in its second week. Final tally is 
the U. S. indie sex film, “Mom 
| and Dad,” with $12,900. 

Provinces were giving top money 
|to “Snows of Kilimanjaro” (20th), 














: }a process called Tovision, which is | <(M-G), and the Gallic pix “Plume 
ere Rag og meg — im May,! similar to Natural Vision. First| Au Vent,” “Le Boulanger De Val- 
i P — attempt is a two-reel romance di- | orgue” and “Adorables Creatures.” 

‘a |rected by Takeo Murate and Shi- 
‘Three Names Pitched For |geru Tajiri. Expected completion See = H ’ F 
Canada Govt. Film Post date is March 31, with release in. ‘Rising opes or 
anada Govt. m April. It will be titled. “Jumping ee . 
‘ Ottawa, March 31. a oe ene wal — British-US. Equity Pact 
| With Artliur Irwin, Canadian | Shooting its second Tovisio 
_government film commissioner and | this week. This dance revue short On Alien Actor Issue 
head of the National Film Board, | titled, “I Am Marked.” Tovision 
skedded for foreign diplomatic |T@quires polarized glasses. Cameras; London, March: 31. 
service, the following are being | 224 Projectors currently in use can) | There are rising hopes of a set- 
‘mentioned as his successor: Dr |e ¢asily transferred to Tovision | tlément between British and Amer- 
A. W. Trueman, president of U. of | ™*- | ican Equity on the alien problem, 
|New Brunswick, now a member of | Shochiku Studio's production but any agreement reached during 
the board: Walter Herbert, secre-| head, K. Takamura, will visit Eu-|'¢ Current negotiations here will 
tary of the Canada Foundation, and | rope next month to huddle with the need the blessing of the enforcing 
|Dan Wallace, a former NFB secre- | inventor of CinamaScope in Paris authorities on both sides of the 
tary, now executive assistant to | With a view to using the system in Atlantic before it can — mae 
Paul Martin, Federal Minister of |Japan. He also will study Soviet Cffect Im other words. any pact 
| National Health and Welfare. |3-D methods. will need endorsement by the U.S. 
Irwin is slated to leave shortly | ~ Meanwhile, the Shiga Bros. Lab- gen ye ar _ the — 
for Australia as Canada’s High | oratory here has developed a sys- 'S® Ministry of vile sacwedy, Frome 
Commissioner there. item called Panorama Cinevision | 2” real meaing. 
which requires no glasses and. It has been provisionally agreed 
| ‘Paradise’ *|which can utilize existing equip- | @ London that once all outstanding 
aradise’ Ends Shooting *o° Only added device is a con.| Points have been cleared, the Brit- 
3 London, March 31. | yex prism placed before camera | ‘S® union, together with Alfred 
Filming of “Paradise.” the Alec |jens to reduce visual angle from | !@rding, who is repping US. 
Guinness, Yvonne De Carlo, Celia | 150 to 56 degrees. Concave prism | Equity in the negotiations, will go 
Johnson starrer, was completed | im be placed bef : |hand in hand to the Ministry of 
over the weekerfid at the She <b P are prejecter te Labor, explain what they propose 
tom Middien pper [yeeanes the angle on a semi-ireu-| 4 < ‘ blessi 7 te 
‘ : _. | kar sereen three times the normal | seek official blessing. It | 
Directed by Anthony Kimmins. | <; : , assumed that the American union 


“Paradise” will be released in the | will make a similar approach to the 


size. 
States in the early fall by Lopert Mitsubishi Electrical Mfg. Co. | Department of Justice. 


has received orders from Shochiku 





Films. ‘ iaroid-type glasses ; | After two weeks of heavy con- 
> . = Le ery use yf the no ‘fabbing, the two unions have recon- 

a hiku-Uni a oae hibiti le most of ir differences, but 

Legit Shows Abroad a tng, ao Py one ie = ‘some proposals submitted by Amer- 


ican Equity have not been accept- 
able to the British thespers who 
have come forward with their own 


LONDON 


(Week ending March 14 


producing about 40.000 specs per 
month but expects to increase to | 





Affairs of State, Cambri @20, two or three million a month when | ; 
“natin Kee mo «enough equipment is acquired. | Tight hatue in’ the negotiations 
Dial M Murder. while Harding sought advice from 

2 aan London Film Notes New York on these alternatives. 
Fér Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). Despite reports h trary 
Palace (2-28) spite re to the con vy, 
" na Duke York @D. PE ae March so it is understood in London that the 
. Lyric Bonar 's Simone a isi 

L aughs. Adelphi (4-12 and Andrew Ray will costar in have not , of the McCarran Act 


Tempean Films’ “I'm in the News,” be ‘the ‘spueains ant Gok pon 
an original film on newspaper life! of the proposals made by either 


* ; 
ap. Ambas. (11-25). which goes into production this | cide conflicts with the principle of 


Murder Mistaken, Veudevi menth ... Edue Cenner, i - / _ 
Paint Wagon. Her Majesty's ats feature role in the Jack vite: that legislation. All decisions so 
e vecogiliy, Pr. Wales (4-15), Sam Wanamaker’s “The Shrike” at nn Boy | = poem aes: 
Ring. Gut Seite tic" Pa “igs” | Alexander’ Korda "as technical | ne with the appropriate labor and 
Seaguiis Sorrento, A 614-50, wd as cal |? 


immigration laws in Britain. 





music adviser for latest Korda- 
raham 


Apollo 

53). 

Lane (11-151. G Greene’s picture, “Heart | 
Three Cheers, Casino G-7). of the Matter.” ... Betty Box’ WB. Far Northern Set 
Wile ae een Hesmarket 4195). [next film for J. Arthur Ramk re. ’ 4 
Wonderful “Time,” Hipp. \do-2152, lease is titled, “The Hand and the Film Deal in Aussie 


oe Gan Cee Flower,” based on Jerrard Tick 
‘ a Seas ~~ | novel of same name. Ralph ea 
will direct, with femme lead taken | , Reported here that Warners and 
by French star Odile Versois, © 2" Northern Theatres have final- 


Sotng uted w'nar im Aor Ad oder tera olen 
Steedman Metro’s Aussie 


Sydney, March 24. 








CLOSED LAST WEEK 
St. Martin’s (1-20). 





SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
denot miere dates) 
Old Vie GI. 





by Charlies Munro, operates a 


Murder in Ca , 
Stzteg 17, Princes (4). chain of theatres in the important 





Blonde, Vaudeville (4). Sydney, March 31 ding 

agg val . : 3 y, } " Queensland sector exten as 
Street, Embassy @). Bernie Freeman, Metro’s Aussie|as far as Cairns Deal also will 
AUSTRALIA topper, has appointed Ossie Steed-| cover certain Brisbane nabes in 


mam as general sales manager. He | which Munro is interested. 


(Week ending 
a » rpc takes over the post held for 28| Holdout is understood to have 


Larger Than Life, Tiv. years by the late Dave Lake. | been brought about by the refusal 
Seaguils Over Sorrento, Royal Sydney Steedman joined Metro back in of Munro to pay certain percentage 


930 as a clerk in Perth. In 1945,|terms for WB fare. New pact will 








rou, was named branch manager cov- , be signatured this week by Munro 
Annie Get Gun. Majesty's, Bris. ering the Vi - gna ! iy 
LaBoheme. Princess, Mel rove by ictorian-Tasmanian ter-| and Stanley Higginson, WB local 


Managing di ector. 


* 
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“You're wonderful in the best musical production 


to reach the screen in many moons!” 
—Kate Cameron, Daily News 


“You have an air of spreading affection all over 


your audiences!” 
—Alton Cook, World-Telegram and Sun 


“You’re inimitable and magnificent!” 
—Leonard Lyons, Post 


“You're terrific! You have the audience with you 
every moment. Your dynamic personality comes 
through the screen with the same force that it 


does on stage!” 


—Rose Pelswick, Journal-American — 


“You're wonderful...in spades! You make 


‘Call Me Madam’ bounce and zing!” 
Bosley Crowther, Times 


Starring 


ETHEL MERMAN 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
VERA-ELLEN 

GEORGE SANDERS 
bresty IRVING BERLIN 

















ETHEL MERMAN 3 


—Louis Sobol, Journal-American 


“You’re a tempest of musical comedy perfection! 


A double magnum of dry champagne!” 
—Otis L. Guernsey, Jr., Herald Tribune 


“You’re great! You sing as no one else can!” 
—Frank Quinn, Mirror 


“You’re in high gear, and there’s nothing much 
higher than that!” Archer Winsten, Post 


“You’re dan-dan-dandy! Sensash!” 


“You’re the gal with 3-dimensional personality!” 
—Hy Gardner, Herald Tribune 


—Earl Wilson, Post 


“You’re an even greater personality on the screen 
than on stage!” Hedda Hopper 


“You're undeniably the songstress with the mostes”!” 
—Time Magazine 


= > _s “You spark a musical that has 


everything!” Coronet Magazine 


, 
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» with Billy De Wolfe 


Lp 
ss Gf proticety SOL C. SIEGEL 


EP Directed by WALTER LANG 
Screen play by ARTHUR SHEEKMAN 


Based on the Musical Comedy “Call Me Madam” 
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 
(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
y adding them. It is still oe 
the Sphinx. which have a well es: | evening. Chez Agnes i trying to ane © Sd aad coe For Week Ending Tuesday (31) 
blished ni ourists converted to turn-of-the-cen }rant prices whic 
Suan a BB want a lit-| cabaret-théatre. Her tiny stage mot give stateside tourists that - Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
le of the high high life and the | houses a revue, “Injustine,” which shorn feeling after they dole out 1952-'53 Velim High Lew Clese Change 
cml epidermis exposure. Martini’s | chronicles the sad destiny of a the lucre. Syndicat feels that the High Lew 10% for week 
boites here give fair floorshows| curvaceous chick whose innocence | Paris nitery scene is usually an} 1573 137% Am Br-Par Th 147 1534 1414 14%. —% 
with a modicum of top staging but | and virtue are constantly” threat- | important part of the tourists hori-/ 4312 33 _ CBS, “A” 71 42% ~ 40% 0% - 
plenty of flesh. Drinks are in av- | ened throughout the five tableaux. zon here, and hope to try to get 43%3 32144 CBS, “B” 48 417% 40 4034 pa 
erage category here. Other belted Worked in are hep song acts and | his patronage without earning his 1373 1078 Col. Phe. . 23 137% 13 13 = 56 
on this level are salted all over | tomedy to make this an eye-catch- anger or feeling that he has beem| 48  41%¢ Eastman Kdk 222 4653 4453 45% -—1% 
the section and supply.their wares er for the Gallic cabaret crowd. taken. 18% 11% Leew's ...... 735 1438 1344 1314 —%% 
“and champagne at Les Naturistes,| The western style Crazy Horse 73% 33% Nat. Thea. 910 13 4 -~ sahe 
Romance, Caprice Viennoise, In-| Saloon, a block from the George ¥ : ~ {| 30% 2114 Paramount .. 341 30°s 231% 29 — 3 
different and Paradise. A nmiche| Hotel, houses on its miniscule | J U S P t 3642 265% Philee ..... 123 34°% 32 3235 =215% 
above those is the Eve and the | stage a takeoff on American gang- ta 0-U.0. Fac 2934 2314 RCA... 1.145 231% 26 263% 1% 
Nouvelle Eve. Run by Rene Bardy,/ ster pix. Though humor is facile } e ost o — i 4% 3% EKO Picts. 199 37% 354 334 one if 
these display better floorshows | and pacing not always tops, this === Conti om pre oa! 414 3% RKO Thea 518 414 41% % 4 % 
and pulchitrude. Eve adds a cover has its share of trade and plenty jing Under the deal, each Ameri-| 5% 3% Republic . 87 4 %6< Se tees 
(entrance charge) of $1.50 and of machinegun humor as ali the can company must make available; 1142 9% Rep., pfd. 29 11% 11 11% 4 % 
the Nouvelle Eve has a cover of | participants finally get taken for 4 two of its pix for possible handling | 1146 10% Stanley War.. 99 10%2 10 104 ow % 
$3. Tabs can mount here; the Nouw-/ ride. by imdie Itale distribs. Latter, in| 19% 1044 20th-Fex . 719 194 173% 17% —114 
velle Eve also nicks $15 for cham- Le Chat Noir is a new Pigalle the past, haven't had access to 16%8 11 Univ. Pix. ... 83 16% 15 15% — % 
pagne. It also features attractive | boite that was the original chan-| cream Hollywood px and have com-;| _ 65 57 Univ., pfd. ..*100 65 64 64 om % 
taxi dancers for the stags who sonnier in 1870 and has been resur- | plained about this situation. If an| 16%% 1534 Warner Bros.. 117 164% 1554 1554 i 
charge 50c a dance. Shows are/ rected with a oe show of | American distrib can't pened 8842 68 Zenith ._.. re 79 7434 154 —456 
slick and of high calibre with cos-| singers, comics and mimes in an} terms on the two pix, it can di a hehe 
zmi paci lways stand-| old baroque decor. i American Stock 
— and pacing always | roq mene ee bo them through its own fa- 19% 15 De Meat _... 125 163% 15% 155% i oe 
Rue Pigalle | The Left Bank still has its two| Up U.S. Biz Te $6,000,000 4 234 sate er -- 17 ane aa Be —s 
Pigalle also is dotted with the! big existentialist caves—the Rose | : . 307s 20% Technicolor . 7 8 8 8 onal 
- | With Italy generally considered 31 2% Trans-Lux... 7 31 3 31 <> 
offbeat places such as the limp/ Rouge and Le Fontaine Des Qua- , $12,000,000 market, the new pact « 4 ux .. 8 8 3 
wrist show at Madame Artur’s; the | tres Saisons which packs in those <houyid bring the American indus-| Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
masculine dames at Moune; while | wanting a hep show. Both have try about $6,000,000 at the official OER ie aR, “I are . %&% 2 — % 
a kaleidoscopic floor show at Lib their sma theatre groups in rate of exchange. This breaks down Cimeremes ....... Rice ST oat: ae 37 _ 
erty’s, which runs for four hours,| amusing parody numbers sur- into $4.800.000 representing 40° Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) ......... “a 434 ae 
packs in a lot of topnotch acts rounded by fine offbeat song and/ of revenue: $1,000,000 on the} WU. ApTheatre: ..............-:- daneeecs ae 12% + 1% 
plus 2 hilarious atmosphere. These Puppet acis that draw a steady ctrength of dubbing permits, and Walt Dismey .. ......200055 aserebeseceece 8 9 — 5 
clubs are all in the $15 champagne | clientele.» Prices of these are in‘ an added 5% of coin accumulated © heed alles 
category but $5 a head is the av-| the $2 category for a mixed drink. | and blocked at the end of the year. e sa : 
erage. | The Club De St. Germain, which | It’s estimated at about $5,000,000. (Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
The Moulin Rouge is a large,; was a forerunner of the existen- | The 10% “loan” to the Italian in- 











garish, big seating cabaret that } tialist caves, has now gone carioca. dustry comes to $1,200,000 and is 
features a musichall show and puts | Though it still has the member-/! 


a service charge of 75¢ to get in} 
and a moderate $2 for mixed | 
drinks (scotch or rye: cognac and | 
champagne cost cheaper per! 
drink). Too upholstered and | 
chrome-plated for old time atmos- | 
phere, it still has the monicker 


pull. 


Bal Tabarin, famed tourist lure, | 


will reopen in May after a nine-| this category is the Habana Mex- 


ship gimmick to allay cabaret taxes 
one is ushered into a room full of | 
rumba and South American decor 
Tether than the smoky jazz outline 
of yore. Other niteries are cash- 
ing in on a pop appeal of the 
carioca atmosphere. La Macumba 
features dancing and the contor- 
tive wriggling of Aisita. Also in 


month shuttering for refurbishing | ico, the Puerta Del Sol, the 6th 


and lining up of a new show. It 
will still give out with its lush, 


rococo floor show replete with | 


mecanno gimmicks and the usual| Sucre (Sugar Cane Club), featur- | 
high powered production numbers. ing two refugees from Katharine | 


a 


The “Paris By Night,” buses Will Dunham, Othella Strozier and 
their fare at the | 


again unload 
Tabarin. 

The Lido, the lushery on the 
Champs-Elysees, which did some 
of the bus biz during a slow win- 
ter, is now girding for its new 
show in June. Nitery still has the 
$5 minimum and still gives out 
with the best cabaret show in 


town. A combo ice and floorshow, | ke @ perm adjunct to this facet | distribution. Observers comment, 


|ing up here, with the Princess 


‘ 


Avenue, a new plush intimery 
catering to and angling for the 
carriage trade, and the Canne Au | 


Byron Cutler. 


Yank Invasion 
American clubs are still spring- 


Room, in the large Cafe de Paris, 


Callaway catching on with the 


to be used partly to finance IFE as | 


long as it sticks to plugging pix 
and not distributing them. 


Prior to Johnston’s departure for 


‘Pan’ March 





Continued from page 4 


B.0. Champ 


Italy ‘accompanied by Paramount's dates in the first two weeks of the | tions. “Back on Broadway” ‘WB) 


George Weltner and MPAA econo- 
mist Griffith Johnson) officers of 
| the newly-formed Independent Mo- | 
'tion Picture Distributors Assn. of 
| America obtained from the MPAA 
prexy a pledge that he would try to 
eliminate the use of American coin 
for IFE distribution from any new 


agreement. 


month obyiously heid it down. 
“Bwana Devil” (UA), sixth in 
February, plainly indicated the 
sustained interest in 3-D by land- 
ing seventh in March. “Naked 
Spur” (M-G) took eighth money, 
| attesting to the continued popular- 
lity of James Stewart, who not only 
| surmounted the title but the onus 


IMPDA prexy Joseph Burstyn | of it being another westerner. 


said Monday (30) that his group 
| would accept “in good faith” the 
| ee assurances. | cities, wound up ninth. “Jeopardy” 
| But he said his group would keep | (\47-G) was 10th, not shaping up as the Holiday Theatre there. “Mem- 


close watch on developments, and | srongly as some Barbara Stanwyck | ber of Wedding” (Col) did nicely 
| may still go to Washingtcn to seek 


an end to IFE distribution activi- | 
; | ties with money still left over from 
;run by Muriel Gaines and Roger ' the last agreement. 

“ American distribs also haven't 
| U. S. Government set and looking been happy with IFE’s switch to 


Italian government's 


this has pace, costuming and well | °f Bitery biz here. Dick Edwards, however, that the assurances 


selected acts to make this a usual | ¥"0 runs the Ringside here, a rea- ceived by Johnston may not mean 

sonable boite with jazz offerings | much in practical effect, since the 
|which gets the young Gallic and | line between promoting and dis-| 
American set, has branched out (tributing can be rather finely | 
and opened a new boite off the drawn. While it’s agreed that there 
Called Sassy’s,}is unhappiness in Italy over IFE, | 
it features Laura Mitchell and the | it’s also realized that, in setting up 
its own dstribution branches and 
a touch-and-go proposition with hiring personnel, the agency may 
have gone-in too deep to permit a 


must-see for visitors. 

The plush Drap d’Or, near the 
Hotel George V, functions as a top- 
liner house and will probably have 
Edith Piaf for the carriage and 
tourist trade in June. It now 
houses Suzy Solidor and Colette 
Mars, two of the top sophisto 
diseuses here. 


Champs-Elysees. 
Billy Moore Trio. Success will be | 
the American club ranks still big | 


enough to support those wanting | 
this sort of atmopshere. Spivy’s 


sudden turnabout. 


IFE is still operating on a $550,- 
East Side is still a late mecca, and | 000 loan 


received a year ago. There | 


“The Star’ (20th), with Bette 
| Davis, scored mainly in bigger key 


| pix. “City Beneath Sea” (U), just 
getting started, showed enough to 
capture the llth spot. “Niagara” 
(20th), seventh in February ratings, 
rounded out the Top 12 list. 


ished 10th in February, topped the 
runner-up films. 
‘(M-G) and “Bad and Beautiful” 
M-G), the latter second in Feb- 
ruary, were the other runnerup 


films. 


New, strong array of pictures 


|“By the Light of Silvery Moon” 


| (WB) started well at the N.Y. Music | 


launched late in the _ae. 1 


was sixth one session but general- 
ly did not live up to hopes. 
Oscaring helped “High Noon” 
(UA), which was brought back in 
several keys to take advantage of 
}the Academy Awards. Same was 
i true of “Quiet Man“ (Rep), which 
'months ago had finished its key 
dates. “Blue Gardenia” (WB) was 
'rated big in Washington. 
| “Thunderbirds” (Rep), on ex- 
| tended-run in N.Y., is turning in 
its most profitable engagement at 


in numerous dates over the coun- 


|try, mostly small art houses. 


| “Anna” (IFE), which headed the 
runnerup pix one week, was prin- 


|cipally fine to big. It is now on 
“Jazz Singer” (WB), which fin-| 


a highly profitable Iongrun at the 
N.Y. Globe. “Confidentially Con- 


“Battle Circus”. nie” (M-G), good in some spots, 


had a number of disappointing ses- 
sions. 

“Girls in Night” (U), ace runner- 
up pic one week, is proving a 
money-maker where plugged along 
sensational lines. “Hitch-Hiker” 
(RKO) was great on its initial play- 
date in Boston. “Ali Ashore” (Col) 


| Hall last week. Since it’s the Hall’s | did well enough one week to land 


annual Easter picture, it is insured | 


|of a running start as a high grosser. | 
'“Salome” (Col), winding up its first | 


12th spot. “Golden Condor” (20th) 
was ninth another week. “Break- 
ing Sound Barrier” (UA) added 








L'Abbaye, the tiny boite run by is still plenty of money left for it if | 
Gordon Heath and Lee Payant, the Rome governmenf wants to) 
draws in the faithful who want an continue investing it in IFE. Ac- 
earful of folk music. Mars Club cording fo Jenas Rosenfield Jr., 
is a good relaxing bar for an after- | IFE v.p., the org should know by 
show drink, and the L’Arlequin September “whether we are within 
features the bellowing of Fats Ed- distance of becoming self- 
wards and the jazz of Claude Boll- ” By that time, IFE will 
ing. Gone from the scene are have five pix in distribution. 
Jean's Intrigue and Chez Inez| _ The 

which folded this winter. 

Filling out the nitery scene are | 
the high price fiddle boites which 
are in the $18 champagne league, 
but offer lush surroundings, blind- 
ing violins and Russian elegance. 
These are the traditional Mon- 


show biz haunt that gets the 
younger set and features a name 
chanter most of the the time. 
Other plush danceries which are 
the places to be seen for the cafe 
set are Jimmy’s and the Elephant 
Blanc in Montparnasse. Chez Flor- 
ence in Pigalle; and the Dinar- 
zade, near the Etoile. These are 
all in the Stork Club-El Morocco 
category. 
More Cabaret-Theatres 
New tendency here has been a 
reversion to old style cabaret-the- 
atre clubs which feature an in- 











sccsion at the N.Y. Rivoli last night | substantial coin, although fairly 
(Tues.), shapes as a big winner, well played out in main key cities. 
predicated on the terrific take on | 
its preem Bim rm 
™ ’ j 
Re Me om | —— Theatre T ’ 
ew rave reviews , A e- 
wise teed off big at the N.Y. Roxy, | Commaaes Seem gage < 
with indications that it might be-' eal. He had a deal all lined up for 
come a top grosser over the coun- | “Pal Joey,” but delay in reaching 
try. It also was solid on its LA./an agreement with Actors Equity 
opening. “Lili” ‘M-G) did smash | killed the event, since “Joey” takes 
biz on its two initial playdates, one to the road during April. Rosen, 
*|a small art theatre in N.Y. | who has reached agreements with 
“Desert Legion” ‘U), also teed all the other unions involved, met 
off sock in Minneapolis and big in again Saturday (28) with Equity 
Buffalo. “I Love Melvin” (M-G),| prez Ralph Bellamy in order to set 
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time revue for those who really 
want to see the show and be stim- 
ulated as well as titillated. L’Am- 
iral, off the Champs-Elysees, has 
a hep young troupe sparked by a 
droll trio, Jean Richard, Roger 
Pierre and Jean-Marc Thibault, 
whose flock of sketches are in the 
high yock level, 


eB 


sentimento comeback 
cinema time idol, Henri Garat. 
who sings old Gallic street songs 
in a raspy voice. Garat gets the 
pic crowd who are giving him a 
big sendoff. 

Chez Gilles, in the Opera dis- 
trict, has a long show, a la the 


“chansonniers,” with scads of acts, |} ho 


skits and songs. All are top level 
and this makes for a fine Gallic 


- 


uan, Grands Seigneurs 
and Casanova. 

There is also the well produced 
femme impersonation show at Le 
Carrousel; the many folk song 
caves around the St. Michel dis- 
trict which, for a dollar tab, give 
out in atmosphere and medieval 
folkeries plus a look-see at sub- 
terranean museums. Among these 
Caveau Ve La Boule, 
Caveau Des Oubliettes and the 
Caveau De La Huchette. In this 
district are also the belly-wagging 
Arab joints which feature “le 
danse du ventre,” couscous and 
shish-ke-bab. 

Nitery owners are hoping for the 
rush which they think will follow 
in the van of the Coronation when 
most visitors will take the channel 
Pp. They realize that the ten- 
dency, of late among tourists has 














been to cut Paris stays and move 


which finished ninth one week, 
came through with several strong- 
to-big sessions. “Seminole” (U) was 
stout in L.A. and okay in Denver. 

“President’s Lady” (20th) started 
okay in Baltimore and was lively in 
Ww “Stars Are Si 


ashington. 

(Par), rated as a major disappoint- 
ment, appears to have won enough 
dates to establish Rosemary 
Clooney for her next pic. “Down 
Among Sheltering “Palms” (20th) 
so far has proved somewhat un- 
even. 

“Ma, Pa Kettle on Vacation” (U) 
was big on its preem in Providence. 
“Destination Gobi” (20th) was fair 
in Frisco and Buffalo. 

“Never Wave at Wac” (RKO), 
runnerup picture two weeks, turn- 
ed in some good-to-solid sessions. 
“Man Behind Gun” (WB), a 12th- 
place winner one week, was main- 
ly good to brisk. “Tonight We 





Sing” (20th) was neat in Minne- 





apolis but fair in some other loca- 


up a Satisfactory scale for the per- 
formers. Should Equity and Thea- 
tre TV interests come to an ar- 
rangement, Rosen will attempt to 
close a deal with another Broadway 
musical. He reports that the pro- 
ducers of — least one current 


Harold Azine, head of Closed- 
Circuit Theatre TV, is pitching the 
televising of baseball games. His 
proposal, on the accept- 
ance of exhibs, involves the tele- 
casting of “away” games in cer- 
tain major league cities. Similar 
efforts at telecasting of 
events with a local interest have 
been attempted in the past, but 
haven't met with success. Nate Hal- 
pern, of TNT, discloses he’s 
ing on a number of attractions, but 
so far has kept them closely under 
wraps. Tele-Conference has been 
silent since the blowup of the pro- 
posed telecast of a Bendix sales 
meeting. 
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LEADERSHIP! 


HOLLYWOOD! 


In the capitol of the film world M-G-M for the second successive year’ 
has been accorded more Academy Awards than any other company. 
Among M-G-M’s Awards, there were 6 just for ‘‘THE BAD AND THE 
BEAUTIFUL.” Exhibitors are putting this ticket-selling fact into the news- 
paper ads of this great attraction. M-G-M has also added it to the trailer. 


Tops In Shorts Too! 


M-G-M leadership in the Short Subject field is proven again with the 
selection of the Tom and Jerry Technicolor cartoon “Johann Mouse”’ as 
the Oscar winner for The Best Cartoon. This is M-G-M’s 8th Academy 
Award for Technicolor Cartoons. 


- BROADWAY! 


In the capitol of show business the M-G-M trade-mark is more importantly 
on theatre marquees than that of any other company, as we go to press: 











STATE — Now: M-G-M’s “THE NAKED SPUR” (Tec/.) 
Coming: M-G-M’s “I LOVE MELVIN” (Tecd.) 


MAYFAIR — Just completed 9-week-engagement: 
M-G-M’s “ABOVE AND BEYOND?” - Now: M-G-M’s “JEOPARDY”’ 


CAPITOL — Next: M-G-M’s “BATTLE CIRCUS” 
MUSIC HALL—Just completed: M-G-M's “STORY OF THREE LOVES” (Tech.) 
TRANS-LUX 52na St.— Record-breaking extended run: M-G-M’s “LILI” (Tec) 
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i him BRexy. N. Y¥. ‘emerges from bebind his screen Seville, Montreal 
Best} “Melody Time.” with Toni Hol-| to take a bow. Hand technique is March 22 
: 3 Macs ‘4 Merc, up to good level. | Eileen Ww Vernea 
‘Robin. Nelson, The Cevencughs/; More exciting is the roller skat- {with Gi Sherry s"e 
Deylie | Heart. . (2), Feodore Tedick, Johnny Flex- ing of Les Rayner & Betty. mised Viki ‘5). Tehawee ‘6 pa 
ms P i Choral Eusembie, | Little eoex, Evelyn Crancler, Brandt | duo, who skate on special platform Bros. (2), Nick Matkos, Lex Ho 
Corps de Ballet, Rockettes. Music Sf former, but is 2 pleasamt tume | Sisters (2). Ballet Corps, Cho-' atop stage. Twain are brightly erd Orch (6); “Flesh end F.-.- 
Hell Syupvkieowy Orch conducted by with an appealing. bouncy quality. rsleers, Roary Bledes & Bellies. Bod’ dressed in cherry-colored cos- (U). 
Raymond Paige: “By the Licht of Routine is longer than most—sit Boucher House Orch; producer. tumes. One-foot skating by the 
the Silrery Moon” (WB). reviewed Swmbers—and sendof is warm. Arthur Knorr: choreographer. male is feature of act. Sogitinns 


i: Vaatzry Merch 25, SS. 





Heralding the spring holiday 
season. this Radio City showrase is 
ence azz its “Glory of 
Easter” production with the same 
showman:> Pat > 

“yt : aaszal 


from year to year a2g2mst 25 = 
pressive cathedral backsrour<d with 
full altar and Gothic staimec eicss 


windows Sepranme Jacquelire 
Lamgee 2bly handles the smo 
assicument of the A:ttncs 
Ostrow” number with chore! beck- 
ing 

The rest of the show is m 2 
sirictiy seculsr groove bat also 
kered to a seasonal theme. Ii's 2 
good theugh cetvention2zi fb roeci 
featuring ome outside veuce (turn, 
the Thrcoe Cersomrs New Act= 


The European water display mm 
portatiosn. “Denciag Waters. is 
again beck em this stage 26 makes 
for 2 highly colorful framework 
for the Smale preduction «i ihe 
whole compeazr 

Another imterestimg twist is the 
screening of time-lapse film clips 
of unfolding flower blossoms. This 
segues into a couple of fast-moving 
preductien rumbers with Pairicia 
Drviie, Audree Wilson. 
Sastelte and Miss Lamgece handling 
the featured warbling assignments. 

The Rockettes are 2€aim standout 


im a swjappy precision hoofing dis-/ 


play after a clever opening in 
which they come out of a candy 
box. The ballet company <iso 


cherrogr2- 
phic routize whith Myrtill) & 


Pacaud. in glistening. form-fitting 
costumes, out frent with the adzgio0 
stints. 


Rarmond Paige stylishly batons 


the swmph orch. which foreroes its 
usual prelude sumber this show 
because of the opening Faster 
Burm ber. Herm. 


; % s i wits, 
Suamy For. Paddy Cliff. Capt. 
Wilts Sesis, Les Rhode House 
Orch: “Amdrocies end the Liva™ 
{RKO 


It takes Carmen Cavallaro. in 
the topline spot, te pull an in and 
eat show imio ; cass for 
the stubholders this week Yet 


Gore? ; 


the Andrews Sisters with offstage 
recording tagged on te tail end. 
Returms are coke. bat migat be 
hotter if the trie would dare to add 
smmething mew to a well-worm 
regime 

Los Robertes. Latin-American 
version of juggling. is a fast and 
f2shy att of its type and does fine 
in the mitt department. Gal and 
bor team. with a femme assistant 
complete with cheesecake. juggle 
clubs. phates, bat. glittering tennis 
rackets amd even cigars to south- 
oi-he-border melodies and with a 


Palladium. Lezndesn 
London. March 24 
Johusie Ray, Mex Well. Tony & 
Eddie, Andres Deacers +3). Hel 
Monty; Luctenne. Bod & Ashour, 
Voogeldein’s Beers. Towra de 


l =o 


afeot . 


Evry & Everts. Peliediu= Girls 
16), Wootf Philips Skyrockeis 


Orch. 


theatre, is way above expectation. 
The lachrymose warbler had the) 
audience of fans yelling with de- 


bars are played 
approval is indicated in generous 
style. There is a good measure of 


_corn in the routine, with oldies of 


j 

| 

Re : 
inks ik 


: 
: 
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pe- 
Wall, a 


tossing in| fies the prominent billing to earn | 
In | boffo reception. He is a fluent gag- 


his own spot he offers up series of spinner with am eccentric style of | 


Caphel. Wask. 
March 27. 
ley. Los 


43). 


Washington. | grace. skill. t 
Bod Carroll, Low. Hite & Sien-| pt my ~~ y—— Hal. 
Monty, disappoints. 


| vulgarity Lacienne. Bob & Ashour 


Dorothie Littlefield: costume de- 


signer, Michi: serretion. Buddy 
Arnold. Woodie Kiinc: “Call Me 
Mede=” 2hth', reviexed ia 


Vargizry Merch 4. 1953. 


The current Roxy 





score on the screen and the ice 
show offering an historic mediey 
of hits br the top pop cieffer of 


' program adds | 
up to a boff perlay of Irving Berim 
the music with his “Call Me Madam” 


i 


this era. The whole layout. except; 


the mewsree! soundtrack, is Ber- 


liniama in 2 unique showcase of the; 


somgsmith’s versatility im beth the 
smnart showtume and pep idioms. 
On stage. the ice show frames a 
varied series of specialties and pro- 
duction spectacles around the Ber- 
lin reperiorr. The layout comes up 
with another aitractive peg in its 
fashion show idea with Teni Hol- 
limgsworth. a lean and tewering 
model. as the clothes horse for the 


Nino. billed as the Wonder Doz. 
is a solo performer moving up and 


rubber bails. each larger than the 
eme preceding. Balancing work in- 


into centre of stage. takes 2 bow. 
does a back somersault four times. 
then bows agzin. } 
2ppears on Stace. 
Harry Secombe. English come 
dian with big British radio name 
indulges in imtame buffoomery that 


| raises laffs from a section of stub- 


$ 
- 


holders. He grows his hair long in 
mad Bohemian style. is garbed in 
blue suit, and adds a song or two 


Second segment is opened by 
Kandy Sisters & Eddie. this time 
dressed in tartan blouses. gais 


wearing brown jeans. Ossie Noble 
is miming clown. never uttering an 


ere-opening gown and chapeaux/ audible work but speaking con- 


mare, designed, natch. by Salvador 
Dali, spotlights the mannikin im a 
sexy hoofinmg simi. 

Siandout sequence is a blade take- 
of om Berlin's “Yip Yip Yaphank.~ 


; 


a 


World War I show. This is an amus-- 


ing bit with a tough sergeant and | _ 
‘-Seademy ef Music. N. Y. 


a quartet of raw rookies im a fa 
miliar drill routine snafu. Johnny 


Flamagen. in a2 WAC disguise. also’ 


coutributes 2 sock comedy bit here 

via his stumbling acrobatics. 
Another effective turn is deliv- 

ered by the Brandt Sisters. This is 


2 neat precision routine in which 


\& Mignon ‘4 


one member of the duo works mm’ 


-fromt of a fake mirror with the 
,other gal as her reflection. The 


illusion is near perfect and rates 


heavy miitting for the clever execu- 
j | availabilities for these five-day ses- 


Berm. 


Opening number is a swinging. 


production themed to “Putting On 
the Ritz.” with the three Macs & A 
Mare featured im some typical 
blade terping for okay resulis. The 


followup drunk act br Robin Nel-/ 


son, however, lacks point and fails 
to register. Ancther production 
number, with the chorus and the 


‘ice lime. hits a snappy pace to 
| “Alexander's Ragtime Band.” 


A bridal sequence. kered to Ber- 
limn’s “The Giri That I Marry.” 
dome up im an attractive setting 


ful ballet routine. Feodore Tedick 


‘eapably handies the vocal assign- 
‘ments onthe Berlin medler 


In the Deli garb number, Miss 


Hollingsworth’s modelling-hoofing | ¥P 


stint is becked up by Evelyn 
Chandler's superlative blade solo 
and a line routine with luminous 
costumes om a darkened stage. It's 
tailored to the futuristic Daliesque 
moods. 


; 


' 


’ 


: 


, 


. 


iyarms. Kt would be better for the; 


\ereations. One coutourier’s night-|tinueusly in mumbo-jumbo and 


expressire use of makeup 
in clown style. Billimge himself a<- 
“The Clown Prince.“ he ends act 
with an exhibition at the drums 
Has only adequate entertainment 
value. Gord. 


Jackie Miles. Heien Forrest, Don 
Cherry. Jagwelkers (3). Martells 
, Edwerds Bros. ‘3}, 
Nick Frencits House Orch: “Nieg- 
era” (20th), “Something jor the 
Birds” (2%h?). 





This ambitious Skouwras mabe op- 
eration is continuing te pile up en- | 
viable and basiness-producing bills. 
The house ic getting the tops in 


sioms. Despite the fact that the 
policy was instituted at ome of the 
worst times of the year. during 
Lent, the spot is getting the trade 
and may hit 2 degree of per- 
manency. The budget is unusually 
big for a theatre removed from 
midtown. being approximately 
$4,000. Appatentiy it’s bringing m 
more than its share of business. 
The topliner is Jackie Miles 
whose previous N. Y. appearances 


-'Sihave usually been at the Roxr 


Miles’* story assortmént constitutes 


laugh- getting fodder. They re 
familiar enough to be classics and: 


still retain sufficient freshness to 
be highly entertaining. The audi- 
ences here apparentiy rarely get 
far enough uptown to be ac- 
i to the Miles’ delivery and 


theatre as well 2s Miles to have 
the comic forego the emcee chores. 
but apparentiy there's no one on 
the layout who can assume the job. 


Closing number latches on to the | _ The singing spots are by Helen 


seasonal “Easter Parade” Berlin 


click for a lush production turn | the goods 


with the whole company. Her. 


re, 

Giasgow. March 25. 
Peter Browgh ‘with Archie As- 
drews>. Herry Secombe. Ronsid 


tf 


& Betty. Kendy Sisters 
Eddie ‘3', Bobby Dowds Orch. 





| the 


. 
; 
' 


Forrest and Don Cherrr. who hz2ve 
and do a forthright job 
of selling same. Miss Forrest, once 
vocalist for many top name 
bands including those of Benny 
Goodman and ~*~ has 2 
potent projection. rT somgs are 
hearty..exude an air of cheerful- 
ness and are sufficient for encore 


, Ossie “Noble, Nime the hands Most of her tunes are im ™ 
Dog, Edward Victor, Les; the stamdards, but the delivery is 


Cherry. who's now better knoen 
as a golfer. can still break par for 


Peter Brough. wk radio vent.:the course in this house. He's a 


heads vaude lzyout with his f2-/ robust singer who projests ahomey ... 
mous doll, Archie Andrews. from trpe of song. 
the British radio series, “Educat- the a 

indi- ing Archie.” Brough’s werk is pol-| “Vanity” and “High Noon” and 


He gets folksy with 
crowd with such tumes as 


ished but lacks new material. and | he’s off to a warm exit. 


he’s obviously making the most of 
his radio reputation. 


Cheeky-strle dummy is fave 


garners plenty with moppets in audience and has! 


Oe Te ER ee 


alli 
i 


The novelty sections open with 
Martelis & Mignon. three huskies 
whom they toss about 


tricks 


of midterm applause. 
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ahd settled down to a 
somgalog made up entirely of b-- 
Coral platters. 

There is a breeziness about :> ; 
chamtootsie that makes ber 2 sure. 
fire click with patrons, and her 
animated persomality is refreshin- 
comtrasi to the usual disker with 3 
voice and little else to offer F 
lowing 2 plaudit earning se: 
“Stars Get im Your Eres” ir 
“Pretend.” she belts over her ir 
tizl hit “Baked a Cake.” and :ix 
wess house with an impresh 
Johnnie Ray doing “Cry She 
begeed off at show caugh: 

Wally Vernon does well with hic 
sentimental patter about the aid 
vaude days and scores with a few 
nifty softshoe bits. Vernon gets zn 
assist from well-stacked Ginzer 
Sherry, who does a “dumb blonde” 
routine with him eariy in his ac+ 
and then comes out for a modified 
strip while Vernon tries to impre<s 
the sitters with his vocal ability. 
Undertying talent keeps the hokum 
from going overboard. 

Teeotf slot goes to the six Tok:r- 
ers. who pick ep as good a recep- 
tion as amyone om the bil! for the:r 
frantic but precise teeterboard 
aatics. Payoff, when one of the bov< 
goes to the ceiling in 2 somerszu!t 
to a besket om a lofty pole. drs 
salvos. 

Ben Yest’s Vikings are faultie<< 
songwise and in appearance. The 
five guys team up os the faves 
both im semi-classical and ballad. 
getting best returns for “Olid Mn 
River.” The puppeteering of the 
Leroy Bros. carries same good im- 
pact 2s om previeus showings on 
the local cafe circuit. Their Du- 
rante impresh is okay and racking 
points up offering neatly without 
getting in the way at amy time 


8 aacd 
ex. 


wee 8 bee eh 


Casine. Terente 
Toronto, March 27 

ike Kings & Their Ledies ‘6', 
Budéy Lewis, Frances Bruun, The 
Tuckers +3}, Jerry Leeder, A! 
Gorden’s Dogs, Jimmie Camero-, 
Archie Stone House Orch: “Kensc: 
City Confidextiei” ‘UA?. 


Kicking off on their first theatre 
date after some five years im top 
nitertes, the Kings & Their Ladi-c< 
are headlining the Casino bill and 
leave for Britain in Jume for Lew 
& Leslie Grede bookimgs im th 
U.K. and on the Contiment. It’s 2 
dance group of five giris and a boy 
Buddy King’). who are tops in mo- 
ernistic rhythmics, with the giris 
lookers and : sexily lav- 
borne by 





Sharing hefty applause honors 
is Buddy Lewis for his splendid 
unpersonations of past and present 
Hollywood stars; the Tuckers tro 
or their trampolime act. with fine 
elevation, triple spims. back somer- 


~ 


geod ssults and a straight finish of 


thrilling foot and shoulder catches: 
Framees Brumm for his swift and 
acros and jugesling: Al 











ik 
F 
: 


Tais stacks as sprightly veude. click with a 
though lacking sparkle of am} quence. 
act which even approaches show-) 
stop proportions. : ' 





Before returning to Cohasset. 
Buseh will repeat the opera “Parsi- —— 
fal” for the fifth year at Easter 
time at the U. of Indiana in Bicom- 
i 


. With almoxt no does a sterling 
gimmicks and little in his six'e to accompanying > : a 
detract from tumes. Those who like j the star on ofon gets patriotic hand-t> 


ihand music. At end of act, Victor 





ington. 
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Another History-Making ei RST from 
WARNER BROS. 


= From the studios that first successfully introduced 
| sound to the motion picture screens of the world... 


ARNERPHONIC 


Heard for the first time by 500 of the nation’s leading 


exhibitors in a series of screenings now being held in 
WARNER BROS. 3-DIMENSION STUDIO AUDITORIUM, in 


Burbank, the astounding = audio complement 


“MOUSE OF WAX” 























3-DIMENSION FEATURE WARN ERCOLOR 
PRODUCED BY oe Nae 
A MAJOR STUDIO See ses 











MUSIC! DIALOGUE! EFFECTS! 
The richest beauty of sound comes to you in the 
screen's first complete electronic merger of 
dimension-camera and dimension-microphone 
in their most fully dreamed-of relations. 
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Film Reviews 
Cemtineed from page € 
rest been telescoped | cot waite an enraptured acdicss: 
: 2 avdier ce 
3) ? the wd hy A pn ' listens to one of his concerts, 2-4 
. Oke Omaha; Bwana Big | 2Ee which imeludes siereophonic , completely omitted As the com-/ finds oblivion inf the river. leaving 
“White Lightmimg™” ‘AA’ $10.500.| While “Bwana Devil” shapes big | a> oan ships, and the villain is the cruel ver after whenever the pianix: 
Ceater Par) 216%. 70) — ‘at the Omaisa this week, it is rated | feet yg oe chi sea. three elements are put | Plays there. 
“Bise Gardenia™ (¥ B) and “Wher-\as net up to hopes. “Stars Are, In view ¢ elopmenis which into foces Via the activities of aj Antonio de Raco doubles {c: 
She Goes” «Indie. Solid Singing” is just okay at Orpheum make it likely that the Rivoli. | -orvette which puts to sea with | Thompson in the sequences, 
23.2. Last weck. “Silwer Whip” |~Peter Pan™ at Brandeis is stand- N. ¥_ will preem the first pic to| O03, one experienced officer—the which adds to the bo. pull. Mora 
hh) and “Babes im " \ out with sock session. be made for the widescreen system captain—aboard. The others are Maris has a small part as a Frenc 
jUA), $8200 Estimates fer This Week developed by the new Magna The- the normal wartime recruits from | Couturiere, and zequits herseif 
Sat Basi 2.00: 40-70— . : 26-76 2re Corp. it now appears uncer- civilian life, including a freelance with liveliness. albeit with faded 
“Ma, Pa Kettle om Vacation” \U ee ee oe “Bear WR that journalist, lawyer, bank clerk and nn french in Parks feenen, sod 
snd “White Goddess incre -¢ tx” (RKO Secko $7,000. equipped for second-hand car salesman. Their sthenticitr i 2 ge 
vane B a Sit Last pe Mn Last week. “I Confess® (WB) and - 20th plan o | first = ae Soe the ae Of Fre eth — 
Girl's Confesmon” ot) ane STOD” “Sea Tiger” (WB), $5,000. nemaiScape _ ae rity and son's French is authentic, but 
lem Giris” \Col), 30.000, noo 46-|__Gunaia (Triststes) 2.168, 58- | the-Riveli and to si they encounter enex autriy sad nti ahete Skane 
_ Century (mh Ce a em $1 25°*—"Bwana Devil” (UA).. Big the homeofiice projection room in eo by U-boa x poe Outdoor scenes are beautiful): 
0:— Ange Face ma. Vig 320.000, thanks to upped : - —_ ae ains enly a handful of lensed. Some excellent shots of 
Captive Women” — Neyer Dut rated 2 bit disappointing. Last , (pe Saga urban Buencs Aires substitute 
$9,008 7 ough re ‘RKO’ yon week “Little Sheba (Par) and Eric Ambiler’s script retains Very well for corners of Paris. The 
Soihfal City” RKO!, $9500 “Scottand Yard Inspector” (Par) ‘most of the dramatic content of femme costuming by Bernard is 
gy. ieee on 2d wk!, 36.508 - the original. With the sea as only #00d, but interior sets have the 
Tristates) (20-70) — the film naturally look of a furniture store. In fact 
‘At Fair’ Boffo 116, Ka —~a. gy Pp ~r i 4 aes ee a eS suffers frem some measure of re- the credits os soy mention of 
‘ 9 > 4 * okay 500. . = oe = 2 is is the stores supplying the decor 
Moni; ‘Hans’ 23G, 3d 728F Jo -Xaked Spur” OMG), | Greene's part could possibiy petive dacident, bat Ghis is 3) "rhe Sim Tens tes long, despite 
Montrezi. March 31. $10,000 give the latter the voting edge. F : - rdly 


“Meet Me 2t Fair” is standout 
peweomer bere this stisom HD 2! 





‘Hans’ Hotsy $17,000, 


great total 2i the Capiiol “ans as 
Christian Andersen Suis 2s sok Indpls. ; “Monster iG 
im third round ai Loew's. “Thunder * eesti Wendt a 
in " stil] is mke m second IMCia2G2polirs. Maren si. 


$ uneven at firsi-run sitaa- 


frame at Primcess z= 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT 1626. 3+) — 

“Miracle of Fatima™ (WB) (2d run’. | take to lead city. 
Mild $11.000. Last week. “Lime-' at Loew’: also is 
light™ (UA) 3d wk). $15,008. ‘ 

Capitel CT. 2412: #@ — 
“Meet Me 2t Fair (i Great 
$17.000 to perce city. Last week. ' 
“Shove, Berend” (M-G) (2d wk). ’ 
Si3.e. 

Priecess ‘CT 2.131: #}S) — 
“Thunder im East™ (Par) (2d wk. 
Nice $11,000 following socko first 
at $16.00. 

Lees'’s CT 2.4555: 73-$1 
“HH Christian Andersen™ ‘RKO? 
big $273.000 after 


Dens pere 


Sizni2 


Sc 


| (Par? and “White Lightning” ‘AA 
$13,600. 

Indiamz (C-D) G20: B-T7H— 
“Treasure Golden Condor” ‘20th) 
and “Jalops™ ‘AA) Mild $9.008. 
week “Back On Broadway” 


Hans 
(3d wk). Sull 


week. on subsequert-runs. 





= = 
=e . . Leew's ‘Loew's) - 50-76)}— 
Last week “Rogue's March™ (M-G: | «7 Love Metvin= (MAG) and = “Bam 
and “Sky Full Moon™ (M-G). $7.000. | adits ef Corsica” 1UA). Nice $i0.- 
r) <1 ase. — ‘000. Last week. “Confdentially 
“Bachelor in Paris” \Indie) 2nd Connie” (M-G) and “Prince of Pi- 
“Wings of Danger” ‘indie’. Fair rates” iCol). $7.500. 
$7008. Last week “Women of srie ‘CD (160: 50-76\— 
Twilight” (RKO) and “Mr. Walkie ~yfagnetic Monster” (UA) and 
Talkie" (RKO, same. “Target” (Indie). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, “Tropic Zone” ‘Par) and 
MINNEAPOLIS ; “Fangs ef -Arctie” ‘Indie). $5.600 





— 


Continued from page 15) 
“Desert Legion” (U?! 
(24 wk), okay $4500 in 6 days. 
Gepher (Berger) (1.026: 50-76'— 
“Jeopardy” ‘M-G). Big campaign. 
inciuding 30 TV spot announce- 
ments. radio and TV contesis. for 
this one. Fancy $6.000. Last week. ’ 
“Battle Circus” «M-G) (28 wk). / 
$3.808. 
Lyric (Par) (1.000, 50-76)\—“High 
™ UA) wk? 


BOSTON 
(Continued from page 13) 
wk) Oke $3,000 after $4.000 last 

week. 

Fenway ‘NET) (1,373: 40-85)— 
“Blue Gardenia” (WB! and “Trou- 
bie Along Way” (WB). Nice $3,500. 
Last week. “Ni - 


i 


i 


85)—"“Little and 
“Tropic Zome™ (Par) (2d wk}. Satis 
$128.000 for 9 days. Last 
ad Loew! 3 
‘ » (3.000, 74-$1.25 
—“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (3th wk). 
$12,000 for final 9 days af- 
$13,500 for fourth stanza. 
Parameunt (NET) (1.700: 46-85) 
—“Blue- oo (WB) and 
“Trouble Along Way” (WB). Fine 
$11,900. Last week, “Ni 


lagara™ 
(20th) and “J (AA) (2d wk). 
Hy alopy~ “ 


DETROIT 
‘Continued from page 15) 
matinees. Advance indicates 2 very 
long run. 

Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4, 
ee cate seater (Par) 

2xi“ (20th) (2d wki. Okay $17.- 
000. Last week, $21,000. 

Palms (UD) ‘2.961: 76-95\—“An- 
gel Face” (RKO? and “Torpedo 


Alley” (Col). 
“Man Gun” (WB) 


i 











week. Behind 

and “Blades of Musketeers” (AA). 
‘ Paden UD) 11.500: $90-$1.25\— 
Last week | Peter Pan” ‘RKO-Disney) ‘6th 
“Break-| *&). Sturdy $12,000. Last week, 

$14.000. . 

(WA) (1.838: 70-95) 
13d 





J the past week hit a year's high of | 


, Offers. in behalf of unidentified in- 


20th) and | 


avoided Film could be tichtened 
by sharper editing. and 
tion of 15 minutes’ running time 
would give the production greater 
speed end momentum. Twise. 
“Sea” emerges as a fine technical 
achievement 

Notable thesping comes from 
Jack Hawkias, sow one of the 
meoxi reliable. comvineing and solid 
British actors. He pilars the cap- 

I i isite authority. Sur- 


It was further reported that the 
Greene syndicate proposed a deal 
to buy out Hughes at $5 per share 
with the condition that if Hughes 
were to accept. the same offer 
would be made to all other stock- 
holders. Proposed offering hasn't 
reached amy negotistion stage; ! 
Hughes reps felt the price was in- 
‘adequate. RKO Theatres within 


$437°%4 on the N. Y. Stock Ex-; 
change. up from a low of $3.12%4. | 
and volume has been wnusally Denholm Ellicott 
heavy. jat the bead of a hasdpicked cast. 
New RKO OGers | Femme roles are little more than 
Sam Dembow. indie Sim produc- a ini oe ae gy = 4 — 
ers’ rep, who was 2 key GSgure if 12- June Thorburn and Megs Jen- 
‘unsuccessful 2itempis to negotiate ’ 


- - kins. Charies Frend has directed 
a deal with Hugbes in the past. with a sure touch, the settings 
returned to N. Y. from the Coast have an authentic look. camera 


late last week after making new work is pleasing, and sound effects 
provide an important adjunct to 
terests_ Dembow presented two | the action. Myro. 


separate propositions to Noah Diet- 


rich, Hughes’ chief exec 2ide. cov- | La Mujer de lias 
ering both the exhibition and pic! Camelias 
companies, but neither was suffi ' (ARGENTINE) 


ciemt to form the basis for negotia- 

, tions. 

+ On still anether front. persons 
close to Flord Odlum’s Atlas Corp. 
operation related that Odlum would 
be willing to shell out $6 per share 
for Hughes’ pic company stock. 
, Hughes, however, is represented as 


Buenos Aires, March 24. 

J Pam prodectiaa snd 
release. Stare Zally Moremo. Caries 
Thesspsom: features Samtiago Gomez Coa. 
Nivelas Fregses. Moma Maris. Ricardo 
Argemi. Marse Faig. Directed by Braeste 
Aramecttéa. Screexsplay ts W. Eises and 
Arestiia. from Alexander Dumzs sary. 
Camers. Amoode Mararva: musical errange 
ments. Tite Rivere; editer, Jase Serra. At 
| ie menees. 





— 7 This is a te 1 wees in Ar- 
representing  séntina. ox mpson’s in- 
26%e of the total outstanding It! creacing lure for femme audi- 
was Atlas from whom Hughes ences. plus the beauty and lavish 
acquired control the spring of costuming of Zully Moreno. to- 
1943. gether with the perennial magie of 
the Alexander Dumas story about 
Marguerite Gauthier and Armand 
Duval, insure terrifie impact. 

_ The picture has strong exploita- 
tion possibilities in mest parts- of 
the world. Screenplay by W. Eisen 
and director Arancibia 
combimes an odd hodge-podge of 
Dumzs with tricks to interest for- 


Big Name Lincup 
While Dembew declined to name 
the group he's repping. it's learned 
that an association of prominent | 
‘eireult operators has been ereing 
the RKO film setup. If such a deal 


i 


‘ Broadc2stm g- 
Paramount Theatres: S. H. Fabian. | 
president of Stanley Warner, and 
such J. 
warz, M. A Lightman Sam’ si sy 
Pimanski' and Mitchell Welfson. | jerking s wel 


} It reportedly was agreed that, 
because of antitrust 


love-scenes. soap-opera suJering 


pe 


decree restric-| ly altered. Miss Moreno is made 


| tions, Goldenson and Fabian would %° suffer fromm a dread brain d‘s-’ 


trustee their respective shares of €25¢. 2nd ends ner life by a dive 
the RKO sieck, upen consumm®- | i™'O the river. in lieu of coughing 
tien of a deal, it out into a pillow. 
‘Fear peried would divest them- >"?! 

selves of the shares entirely. In po 
any event, the motivation 
was the desire to talkie 


promises the tipoff will come short-| 
ly in a Siatment io be filed with 
the ; & Exchange Com-| 
musston. Im contrast with this, ob 
poe es Y.’s financial area 
€ opinion that the spurt 
in the price of the 20th issue. to 
about $19, bas severly hurt Green's} 

ig bis ame atria mae. | te ee eee, Ere 
once enjoyed Marguer- 
that same spot 


| 


i 
t 


eign markets. In fact. the p.cture 
has everything except a bathtub) 


- of imprisonment, reunited 
| for tbe heroine, nitery froiics, | 


The classic yarn has been sharp- 


its eve appeal, and there is inade- 
ouate logical sequence to the con- 
tinuity. Nevertheless, it is szti<!;- 
ing entertainment. ¢ren f 


tn ten 
[oO - 


eigners in BA, and should 
press abroad. 

Termente 
j (TALIAN—SONGS) 
|} L FF. E seiease of Tanes prodc 
| Features Amedeo } Ti. Yvoeme Sax- 
loom Dtrected Or SBeftsele NMetarar 
| Sereemplay. Aldo de detti, tase¢ om 
i stery by L. Boviw amd Gespere Th Mine; 
| camera. Time Sapteni: mum. Gime Car- 
} Previewed iz YY. March &. 32 
j time, 98 MINS. 
Carte Gearmieri ......... Amedeo Nari 
Ames Ferrari ........-. Yvemme Sanson 
Mirtilde ne 6ee6Seue .. Guiditt Risen 
} Sagmeor Ferrari ........ J he Betrwme 
BOP acocceses sconces Marie Ferrari 
SE pccnntstccennssce B 
BSD ccocccccescoseses Eoterte Murue 





| {Im Itetien; English Titles 
This Italian import. which opens 
at the Cinema Verdi, N. Y.. Priodar 
3), milks the tearjerker angles dry. 
Pic’s best prospects are for the 
| matinee trade at mabe Italian-lan- 
+ guage theatres. English titles suf- 
fice in getting the yarn across. but 
film registers as a lengthy sosp 
opera with nothing of an outstand- 
ing nature to qualify it 2s art house 
material 
Bounced out of ber home br 
slave-driving stepmother, Yvonn 
Sanson takes up residence in Rome 
with her salesman borfriend. Ame- 
deo Nazzari. Eventual marriage is 
contemplated by the duo following 
the conclusion of a business dez! 
involving Nazzari. Situation ges 
'smnaried up when Nazzari 
cused, and then convicted. 
murder he didnt commit. Mean- 
while. Miss Sanson, still unwed. 
gives birth to a girl. A marriage 
performed, however. before Nz- 
;zari goes off to serve a 20-year 
| prison stretch. 
| Miss Samson finds work almost 
impossible to come br. as a con 
| viet’s wife. She finds herself unzbie 
to care for her child and is forced 
to turm the girl over to her step- 
mother, who takes the child only 
on the condition that the mother 
' voluntarily enter 2 reformatory for 
wayward women. Windup has Nz 
zari, found innocent 2fter five —— 
wit 


es 


2 
e 


is ac- 
of a 


. 


wife and child. 

Acting following routine lines. 

although Roberto Murolo, as 4 

nitery singer-guitar player. is im- 
ve, X : , 


femme seatholders. 

okay. Direction. at times, tends to 

point up the obviousness of — 
ess. 


cliche situations. 





he 
ui 


, 
| 





i 
Fs 


i 
; 
8 





| arouses Duval’s jealousy. so after 
| the classic interview with his fa- 
—_ 2 Fang oy to her old life. 3 

aving him to conquer fame as ; 
said: fo. Parts cen Gon ee income was listed at 96.153." 
downward grade when the 707, compared with $4.601,079 i= 
meet and start love again, but as/ 51. 


some aay Green himself is ret- 
Breadway-Capitel scent but the buzz in Wail St. is 
. 560; 70-95'\—-Naked Spur” iM-G) ‘Sat he and his partners picked 
$0:\—“Member of Wedding” (3d amd “Babes in Bagdad” ‘UA) (2¢ “P 100.000 shares of 20th when 
_ Trim $4000. Last week, =k) Slow $9,000. Last week. oI. stock 
le &.' . i < 


AE 
if 
ih 


fs 


ae, 


i 
Be 
f 
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Korman) (3.- 
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was selling at around! 
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“ENTHRALLED. A brilliant new Ameri- 
con octress in a courageous picture.” 


Daily Telegraph-Post: 
“ciiM HAS SIZE, GLITTER, BIG 
NAMES, practically everything that 
mokes for box office.” 


Daily Mirror: 


“SHIRLEY BOOTH...JOINS TH§ 


SCREEN IMMORTALS...one of the 
best performances | have ever seen 
_.. realistic drama of alcohol, sex, 
ond repressed moternal instincts.” 


Sunday Observer: 
“WILL SHAKE YOU IN YOUR SEAT.” 


Daily Sketch: 


“SHIRLEY BOOTH...SHATTERING 
SCREEN DEBUT with superb acting 
support from Burt Lancaster...a 
most memorable film.” 


Daily Herald: 


“HERE IS GREAT ACTING... magnetic 
fescination. You cannot resist it." —~ 


Daily Express: 


“SHIRLEY BOOTH BURSTS LIKE A 
STAR. Nothing quite like her since 
the greot days of Greta Garbo and 

Morie Dressler. Frank, raw and fas- 


mnt nm 
~ = 


Evening Standard: 
“HAILED AS THE FEMALE PERFORM- 
ANCE OF THE YEAR.” 
Daily Mail: 
“IN EVERY WAY, AN OUTSTANDING 
PIECE OF ACTING.” 
The Star: 


“AN ACTRESS OF SUPERB QUALITY 
. worth going miles to see.” 


The Sunday Times: 
“A STRONG FILM...composed and 


brought to the cinema with great 


sl. Shirley Booth...a performance | 


w™ch is quite overwhelming.” 


Empire News: 

REART RENDING AND MORE THAN 
OSCAR-WORTHY PERFORMANCE 
BY SHIRLEY BOOTH... relentlessly 
true study of human beings, in the 
4-stor class.”" 


News of the World: 
“ACTING OF AN INSPIRED ORDER.” 


The People: 


“INTELLIGENTLY HANDLED ADULT 
FILM thet should appeal to all dis- 


or 


¢ minoting cinema goers.” 


Sunday Dispatch: 
“ONE OF THE GREAT PERFORM- 
ANCES OF THE AMERICAN CIN- 


En A . ' 





= LONDON CRITICS 

» JOIN AMERICAN PRESS IN 
_ SHOUTING PRAISES» 

gs. ee 
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SHIRLEY BOOTH 
ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 
BEST ACTRESS OF 1952 


tee ne ne ee ee cee -_ — 












BURT LANCASTER - SHIRLEY BOOTH in HAL WAiLIS’ Production 


"COME BACK, LITTLE SHEBA” ) 


co storring TERRY MOORE «i RICHARD JAECKEL ° Directed by DANIEL MANN - Screenpley 
by KETTI FRINGS + Based on on oniginel ploy by Williom Inge « Produced on the stage by the Thestre Guild 
A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 
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133.2% 
INCREASE 








HOUSE 
FURNISHINGS 


105% 
INCREASE 








APPAREL 
102.3% 
INCREASE 





FUEL 


47.6% 
_ INCREASE 





RENT 
42.4% 
INCREASE 


















































If your temperature has been rising 
along with soaring prices... you'll find the 
answer in the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
revelation that the Cost of Living has in- 
creased 90.8% since 1939. FOOD has soared 
133.2% ... HOUSE FURNISHINGS, 105%... 
APPAREL, 102.3% ... FUEL, 47.6% ... RENT, 
42.4%. And while this has been happening, 
the cost of YOUR theatre’s equipment and 
supplies has taken an average 98.9% jump 
since 1940 (according to The Exhibitors 
Digest). 


But here’s a COOL, comforting thought 
in the midst of this high-price inferno. Just 
compare these rising expenses with the 
negligible increase; IF ANY, you've given 
NSS during all these years of skyrocketing 
iacrease. . 


. Yes, Compare ALL your costs with the 
LOW COST, Service-With-A-Smile Policy of 
The Prize Baby! 
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TOA Bid 


__—~ Continued from pase 3 
following the Siarr-Reade 





jssued 


aie States Assn., mainly re- 


Lal 
ay 
co 


Pair’s testimony will 


tnesses. 


vw voae data received from Allied 
members via a questionnaire which 
icked the exhibs to detail instances 
of the alleged trade abuses. 


‘With TOA joining in rapping 
; and pre-releases, there was 


“| 


TO and Allied pertaining to mu- 
exhibs problems may finally 
e a reality. TOA has sought 
a meeting, but Allied has 
. + unless TOA was willing to 
include the question of rentals in 
the joint talks. Smaper sounded 
out the Allied board on TOA’s over- 
ture at last week's board meeting 
in Milwaukee. He indicated Mon- 
: suld be conveyed directly to Starr 
upon latter's return from Europe. 
“Meanwhile, the monopoly sub- 
mmittee of the Senate Small Biz 
nmittee opened hearings in Los 
ngeles yesterday ({Tues.} with 
st exhibs airing their com- 


= i on ee a a 








Exhibs’ Gamble 


i—— Continued from page 3 








es that may wish to show one 
the current three-dimensional 
ix now and switch to Cinema- 


1ic screen systems later. There 
ll also be millions spent in the- 
re. reconstruction and dressing, 
| projectors, labor, etc. 
Lively Interest 
RCA announcement last 
week said several large theatres 
would install two additional pro- 
rs, bringing the total in their 
to four. Purpose is to elimi- 
intermissions and oversized 
reels now required when there 
) inter-locked projectors. 
st of converting a theatre to 
-D varies slightly and ranges be- 
ween $1,000 and $1,500. 


or tnt paworo 
eg pee > 


a. a ae od 


*& 


are the screen, which runs 
ween $350 and $500 and is an 
ute necessity, since -the ordi- 
screen surface depolarizes the 
larger magazines, and 
e interlocks which synchronize 
e two projectors and can be 
ither mechanical or electric. 

Expense of installing Cinema- 


we ee 
vt & 
= 


siné 4} e 


a 


Ss is still undetermined and is 
likely to vary from theatre to the- 
atre. Its been quoted by 20th-Fox 
2: anywhere from $5,000 to $25,000, 
with the stereophonic sound the 
m expensive item. Nothing is 
known of the cost of the Para-| 
mount and other widescreen sys- 


ms. 20th hopes te equip about 
000 houses with CimemaScope by 
he end of '53, with 500 a month 
geing in after that. 

In any event, if they involve a 
Special screen, costs will go up. In 
ciscussing the screen to be used 
for the unveiling of the new Magna 
/neatre Corp.'s widescreen system 
et the Rivoli, N. ¥.. Joseph M. 
Schenck. Magna board’ chairman, 
Put its cost at $20,000. 

Stereo sound, for which consid- 
era0.e rewiring is necessary at the 
theatre. costs exhibs between $11.- 
000 and $12,000. Three-dimensional 
pix. uke Warner Bros.’ “House of 
Wax, will come in two versions, 
with three added sound channels 
©n tape and also with sound pho- 
*raphed on film for standard use. 
‘1 another consideration press- 
conversion costs upwards is 
many of the larger houses will 
‘ave to have the work done at 
‘st, following close of the last 
‘riormance. This automatically 
>> Union scales. Example is the 
.- amount Theatre, N. Y¥., where 
House of Wax” will preem April 
10. House is likely to spend in 
; cess of $50,000 to get ready for 
the 3-D show. 

Eouipment manufacturers report 
“> interest in 3-D and wide- 
“nh among the first-runs but a 
~<"cy 10 “watch-and-wait” when 
~~"es to many of the smaller 
“ons. Key chains are natural- 
“_- “PPing up the novelty and are 
—~-"4S tO cash in on it. Feeling 


among 


bess, the little guys is that it's 


en 
_ 





orn ee Me 
f ba -3 * 


ble for instituting the Senate . 
se already has indicated that | 


ag .aders will appear before the | 
 ttee. Board chairman-gen- | 
tral counsel Abram F. Myers and | 
prexy Wilbur Snaper will be key 


d trade speculation that the 
‘alked-about meeting between 


that the board's decision | 


; 3-D and large screens in thea-' 


pe or one of the other pano-_& 


|ated a bottleneck in screens, for 
which houses now have to wait 
anywhere from five to eight weeks. 
_ 20th reports that it has a sizeable 
| number of orders for its Cinema- 
| Scope and claims it fits any thea- 
tre. There ig some disagreement 
, about this among equipment men 
who aren't quite so optimistic. 


Urge Film Biz 


‘as Continued from page 2 


the public’s point-of-view, interest 
;in who will emerge the winner in 





CinemaScope Answer For 
All Houses: O’Donnell 


Hollywood, March 31. 
| After a special showing of 


CinemaScope on a 21-foot screen | 


| for Leonard Goldenson of United 
) Paramount Theatres, John Balaban 


(of Balaban & Katz. Bob O'Donnell | 


|of the Interstate Circuit and Bob 
; Weitman of United-Paramount. the 


{reaction was enthusiastic. Echoing | 
{the sentiments of the other three, | 


O'Donnell said: 


| “This is the ultimate proof that 


i Clips From Film Row 





* 


North Central Allied convention 
here May 4-5. 


Circuit owner Eddie Ruben va- 


NEW YORK 


aa and pute relations 
advisory committee of Variety | we : : 
Clubs International meets at the | ©4toning in Florida. 

Hotel Astor April 16 to judge en-| Lauren H. Clark, owner of Ar- 
tries in the organization’s publicity TOW Theatre, Parkers Prairie. has 
/story and photo contest in con-| 22nounced that either 20 o federal 
|nection with Variety's activities. | admission tax goes off in July or 
Press rep with best story wins an/ Will close and dismantle his show- 





‘any one given category centers | CimemaScope is effeetive for any | ail-expense trip to Variety's con- | 20USe. 


largely in the acting awards and 
| the Oscar pic, and less in the be- 
hind-the-scenes and technical de- 
partments. 

One immediate difficulty about 
industry - sponsored Oscar TV 
shows is that it might be difficult 
to convince the studios to come 
across with the necessary coin. On 
the other hand, with RCA having 
set the pace, and the show having 
jproved its entertainment 
tial, it’s believed that the com- 
panies may view the problem in a 
| different light. 

Apart from other considerations, 
it had been one of the studio con- 
tentions that stars might not show 
up to best advantage in sponta- 
neous TV 
ifeel that this argument has now 
been laid to rest.. Last week's 
Oscar show also has intensified in- 
terest in the proposed half-hour 


|promotional TY show which the! 


|Motion Picture Assn. of America 
has blueprinted and which is un- 
der active consideration. The 
‘filmed stanza would plug the in- 
, dustry and would be sponsored. 


Continued from page 3 

















133 proportion, for comparison 
purposes, measures 16 feet, six 
jinches in height and 22-foot base, 
or an area of 363 square feet. 
Screens vary. of course. in accord- 
ance with the size df each theatre. 
Par system has a 1.66 ratio so that 
the 16'2-foot high screen would 
have a base of 27!2 feet and an 
area of 454 square feet. 


poten- | 


4 


appearances. Exhibs | 


i size theatre. It is as intimate and 
ijust as spectatular on a small 
isereen as it is on the 65-foot 

screen. CinemaScope is the an- 
| swer.” 


' 


OZONERS RUSH M’PLS 


| VS. FROST, SNOW & 3-D 


| Minneapolis, March 31. 
Uncertainty as to whether 3-D 
and other new projection develop- 
iments will be adaptable for drive- 
lin theatre operation apparently 
jisn’t putting a damper on new 
fozoner construction in this terri- 





| tory. Rush to enter this field, pre- 


| seemingly is continuing undimin- 


jished, as additional projects con- 
i tinue to be announced. 

In the Twin Cities area, construc- 
tion is heing rushed on another 
|new ozoner that will bring the sec- 
| tion's total of outdoor theatres to 
nine. Other new outdoor theatres 
j have just been planned or are in 
| the construction stage in Bismarck, 
Devils Lake and Langdon, N. D.; 
|Canby, Jackson, New Ulm and 
Montevideo, Minn., and in a num- 
i ber of South Dakota towns. 


| Many of the ozoners also are | 


| planning record early openings 
during the ensuing few weeks, al- 


| though frost is still in the ground, | 


jthére are occasional] snowstorms 
yet, and temperatures drop to 15 


lor lower. Several have announced | 


' April 9 teeoffs, two weeks earlier 
than ever before. 





viously unaffected by TV inroads | 
‘on conventional theatre patronage, | 


Main | 


” 


Par execs feel that a screen de- | lil Allied Head Pleads 


veloped by Stableford Screens. | Caution in Stereo Moves 


London outfit. is best suited for the | 
Chicago, March 31. 


system. Distribution rights to the | 
Jack Kirsch, head of Allied The- 


; 


screen have been acquired by pro-/ 
ducer Sol Lesser and manufactur- | atres of Iliinois, at the 23d annual 
ing rights have been taken by the election of officers last, week, hail- 
Donford Corp., Kansas City, it was ed the 3-D processes and Cinema- 
;disclosed in N. Y. yesterday Scope as the mest important mat-| 
(Tues.). iters before the industry today, but 
Screen is concave in shape, can warned exhibs not to go overboard 
be reproduced in any size and is | until some standardization could be 
| designed to meet the needs of vari-| established with the various sys- 
ous projection developments, in- | tems. In his report he also urged | 
cluding stereo, wide-vision and the-| continued action against the 20°% 
atre television. Average installa- | excise tax and favorable going 


vention in Mexico City next May.; Southern Minnesota Exhibitors 
| Winner in the photo end wins a; Assn.. North Central Allied affili- 
$300 check. ate, members expressed concern at 
Republic sales manager Walter| meeting here that 3-D develop- 
L. Titus, Jr., left Sunday (29) for| ment might sound death knell of 
| Tampa, then to Jacksonvilla and, many small theatres, especially 
| Atlanta those in towns of lesser popula- 
by _ 3-D short of National | tion 
ot Rod and Sports Car Show at; Minneapolis Federal Reserve 
Palisades Park, N. J., this month. | bank's current report states Upper 
H. M. Richey, Metro exhibitor) Midwest business activity was 


‘ 


relations head, back from Milwau-' even with a year ago for first two 
kee where he attended combined | 1953 months, but internal revenue 
convention of drive-in theatres department's admission tax collec- 
jand Allied States unit there. tions. derived almost entirely from 

LE | film theatres, shows a considerable 

D | drop for film exhibition. 

' 
ALLAS i Vv . . 

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Sterbenz sold| resigned ns ee Oe Behan 
| their Follett Theatre, Follett, to| Charles W. Perrine. Minnesota 
L. A. Trout, local merchant 4 ‘ . . 

Amus. Co. veepee, elected a vee- 

C. C. Hamm, owner of the! je of Civic & Commerce Assn. 
Queen, Quitaque and Harry Barn-| 
| hill, owner of the Gem at Turkey, 
icombined to construct a new 100-| PHILADELPHIA 
| Car ozoner. ; i Williz Gold heed of isull 

The Star, Hillsboro, undergoing liiiam Goldman, head of indie 

ee ae Oe a prrir Goldman Theatre chain off on five- 
facelifting accoraing to Ed Brin, week E ti 
one of owners of building housing | ¥©C* “uropean vacation. 
| the theatre. W arner Circuit's first-run Stan- 
| E. T. Simpson, of McKinney,| ton, Philly’s oldest first deluxer, 
named general manager of the is to get a facelift this summer 
|Walmur Amus. Co., operators of Mastbaum will play WB's 3-D 
_ Walmur and Princess, Bristow. “House of Wax” later en ee 

cla. with equipment borrowed from 

Charles Weisenburg, prez of Aldine. also a Stanley operation. 
Texas Drive-In Theatre Owner's) Jae Beresin, international presi- 
Assn., announced the annual meet-| dent of the Variety Clubs, will be 
ing of the group will be held here ¢.ieq with testimonial. dinner 
at the Adolphus Hotel April 14-15.) 4...) 9 ‘ ‘ : 1a. 

: April 20. with coin going to Phila 

C. W. Moss, manager of Inter- delphia Tent 13 Heart Fund. 
state Theatres at Paris since 1941, al W in nell 
transferred to Tyler in similar ca-, ,!™perial. West Philly nabe. prr- 
pacity: will be succeeded by Tru- chased by Jimmy Toppi, local fight 
man Riley of Denison. Jimmy promoter. who will convert it into 
| Neinast named to succeed as city 4 Tink. Purchase price was $40,000, 
| manager at Denison. with remodeling to cost $100,000. 

Harry Gaines, assistant manager Melvin Fox, indie chain operator, 
|at Denison, being transferred to reopened three of his New Jersey 
| Brownwood as manager. drive-ins—Bridgeton, Vineland and 


Paul W. Gay took over as man- Burlington 
ager of the Oasis, Kermit, Lariat W. C. Smith interests, which op- 
and Tower Drive-Ins and the! erate several ozoners in this area, 


| Kermit and the Rig at Wink; he are building new drive-in at De- 


von, Pa.. on Philly's Main Line. 
L. Oakley, veepee of East New Egypt Theatre, New Egypt, 
Texas Theatres, announced the ps shuttered. 
car ozoner at Lufkin. — manager in South Jersey, now full 
Lioyd D. Rust appointed office time manager of Cumberland 
manager for United Artists film ex- County Fair (Bridgeton), Jersey's 
change here, replacing Roy Sach. second largest state fair. 
moved to sales ee te sii 
The Capitan, operated by / rt 
PITTSBURGH 
Morris Finkel converting Hill- 


Sussman and M. M. Lewis is now 

operating here under a first-run 

policy nl top Theatre on Warrington Ave- 
James Neely took over as M2N- nue into a storeroom, which will 


replaces Frank Love, Jr. 
Ss 


tion for theatremen is figured at along with COMPO for at least an- 








| Whitecollarites 
| Continued from page 7 


ditions for the exchange employees 
as those received by other home- 
| office white collar employees. 

| Before granting strike permis- 
| sion, it is the policy of the IA to 
step into the negotiations, with 
either prexy Walsh or a top-level 
union exec taking part in the talks. 
Decision on approach will be made 
following the outcome of the meet- 
|ing with the Government labor 
| representative. 

Film Exchange Employees, rep- 


; 


|ping backroom staffers such as) 


| shippers and examiners, also re- 
ceived a turndown from the com- 
pany negotiators. Union, however, 
hasn't indicated what action it 
plans. N. Y. talks are part of local 
exchange negotiations taking place 
throughout the country. Teams of 
film company reps have been dick- 
ering with unionites for about 
three months, but not a single con- 
tract has been finalized to date. 


Shea Circuit’s Meets 


Shea Theatre circuit will hold a 
aioe : pril my py 
inni Apri in e. 
O. Confabs will cover sales and 
promotion for all Shea theatres in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
|New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 
Second palaver is set for Youngs- 
town. O., on April 23, with third 
meeting for managers in the New 








other year. 
He rehashed the old arguments 


film rentals were not made a mat- 
ter for discussion, that arbitration 
| was futile. He adsmonished the pro- 
ducers, especially Republic, for 
selling films to teevee. Getting 
down to the state and local level. 
warned against a proposal in 
e legislative hoppers which 
would bar actors from appearing 
in films or on the stage who had 
been convicted of a state or nar- 
cotics count. Kirsch, objecting to 
the bill, said if it passed it would 
give the industry a black eye by 
implying that Hollywood employs 
such ple. 


tarium, the Variety Club project. 
exceeded the previous year by 
10°. 


Saroyan Sues Ex-Biz 





Hollywood, March 31. 


est on income taxes which, he 
charges, Stern neglected to pay on 
tim 


ime. 

Plaintiff declares Stern refused 
to make an accounting of $13,654 
he handled during a six-month 
period from Jan. 1 to June 30, 
1952. 





yao ag to gauge reaction to the England area slated for a lateri gem, star drew a role in “The 


takino set, three 3-D pix before 
Boe the jump. 
‘<a Of orders already has cre- 


‘date. Gerald Shea. Richard A. 
| Harper and Ray Smith will repre- 
isent the homeoffice. 


Robe” at 20th-Fox...Steve For- 
rent will do a two-weék tour of ac- 
tive army duty when he completes 





about arbitration, saying as long as, 


Manager in Tax Mixup ” 


ager of the Cuero Drive-in and }, occupied by the Warrington 
— manager of the Rialto at variety Store. Finkel has another 
u 5 j i re 
| Owen Killingsworth, owner, of. pense the Capital. ee 
‘circuit of theatres in Athens,| Robert Murphy, manager of 
bought a chain of houses in the strand. a WB nabe, in Oakland, 
|Rio Grande Valley from R. N.| promoted to manager of circuit's 
. | big Columbia in Erie. 

| About 12,000 attended the preem | Aipine and Star in Wellsburg, 
of “Oil Town,” a film with a Hous- w. Va. acquired under long-term 
| ton locale which was produced by leases, with purchase options, by 
| Billy Graham. Pic was shown at Camillo Cionni from the Jur 
|the Sam Houston Coliseum, Hous-| chain. Cionni opened Blue Moon 
ton, with 500 turned away. Drive-In three years ago and just 


a few months ago entered stand- 
MINNEAPOLIS 


ard theatre field when he acquired 
' Century tied in on TV news-' 


the Avella, Pa,, theatre. 
a Be — of arg tl 
| ” f Town” an-'atre, Millvale, a ormerly house 
— ge ny Melvin” fa imanager of downtown Art Cinema, 
soon at house. —— a last week as Sore 
rtist Frank West-/ mn an undercover man for the 
Fae he rect a mali yy Be oe FBI in the Communist party for 





- | off publicity for “City Beneath the the last 10 years. 


pe derliner.| Sid Jacobs, WB city disirict 
beg hl, Ry pega to dem- | manager, out of hospital and ex- 
‘onstrate various steps in makeup. | pects to be back at his desk in a 
RKO exploiteer John Thompson | few days. He collapsed early last 
Christian, t acea” ith follows} Joe Shapiro. Mt. Union exhib, is 
“Peter Pan” into the RKO-Or- 0M job again after checkup at Bat- 
~~ ap Zounie UA salesman 
Only one local house, Alhambra. | nny . n, 
indie nabe theatre, ‘rushed in Teturned to work following bys 
“Greatest Show on Earth.” follow- | Convalescence — La oa —. 
ing Academy Award as “best pic- Don Hayman er ogg 
ture.” having had it booked for a|P2.. to Hollywood to e, for 
month and a half. Picture had pre-|the sixth ee 
viously played seven weeks down-| Press. radio a exp n 
town and made rounds of most for Coast opening of Clyde 
other later spots Beatty's circus. Hayman owns the 
Mannie Youngerman, 20th-Fox | Seneca, and Tunnelton theatres in 
utility salesman, covering city for | “est ¥irginia. 
Harry i : ' Ken Hoel, former ad-pub head 
in Md og — master _ecations |for Harris es Be now 
Universal exploiteer Ed Borgen With Norman Burk ad agency, 
here paign “City handling campaigns around here 
on on for “Cit | tor twin bills Col has been first- 
United Artists had trade screen-|Tunning in nabe and suburban 
= Me Rouge” and in- | houses. 
vited bids. 
Wilbur Snaper and A. F. Myers, Bryan Foy entering indie pro- 
national Allied States president | duction with “The Mad Magician, 
and general counsel, te attend! to be filmed in Natural Vision. 
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FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE TO: 


Motion Picture Film Department, EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, Rochester 4, N. Y. 
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Mew York.17,N.Y. Chicago 2, illinois Hollywood 38, Cabfernia 


SPSS SSS SSS SSE SS SSSESSSESSESSSTSESSSSESE ST SESS SSSLSE SE SOSE SE SEE 











VARIETY 











Scope. 
Both systems and the screen are 
the invention of Dr. Brian O'Brien, 


vP 


.n Optical at Southbridge, Mass. 


32 


ment and the special screen. It's 
-jmated that the 65m instailation, 
ploying six-channel stereo- 
" sic sound, will cost around $25.- 
whereas the 35m system will 
to $15,000. 

Lens Three Versions 


The Magna musical will actually 
he lensed in three versions—65m, 
- » widescreen and 35m regular. 
Schenck explained that the latter 
will .> zimed primarily at the 
fr market and would not be 
' i “until we have saturated 
It’s Schenck’s opinion 
that ordinary flat 35m films will 
ually be sold as “subsidiary 
ichts.” similar to the way in which 
16m is handled today. 
Todd-AO sereen to be used at 
vo | will measure 52 feet in 
_ slightly more than 24 
ght. Todd described it 
s being “very flexible” from the 
sint of view of installation and as 
ving a slightly more pronounced 
rve than Cinerama, which it 
ates. Difference is that Todd- 
) uses only one projector and is 
simed to give the viewer a more 
ounced sensation of being in 
idst of what is a on 
screen around him 
nsive projector changes are 
when 65m film is ween 
Dr. ' Q’Brien is patenting a ney 
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light source said to embody a new 
idea for keeping the equipment 
cool and the film from burning up 
cespite the great increase in light 
intensity. American Optical Corp.'s 
instrument division in Buffalo is 
currently getting set to turn out 
the necessary projection units. 
with the first to be ready soon and 


another 14 currently being assem- 
bled Total of 24 are expected to 
by 1954. 


Richins Other Studies 
can Cement is also turning 
out the Todd-AO cameras, of which 
f re already available. Schenck 
fag na may eventually license 
er studios to make pix in the 
ro ess. Some 60,000 feet of 
blac er e test footage 
re eady been lensed. Accord- 
ing to ‘Todd, Ansco will provide 
&gauge color film and du Pont 
black-and-white stock. with 


Ezsiman also ready te produce the’ 


Siock. Todd is taking a sound ex- 
pert to the Coast to work with the 
Ampex Co. on the stereophonic 
sound. which also poses production 

as. Six sound channels on 
eventually be reduced to 





tape may 
three 


Schenck explained that Todd-AO | 


is 2 Magna subsidiary, which will 
handle and lease the American Op-, 
tic2! equipment to theatres. Both | 
Magna and Todd-AO are closed | 
companies, but Magna may eventu- 


Leuuliew 











Mines 
Brow nee Sener party, 
Sw? rowdy one of the world’s 







in charge of research at Amer- 


ally be thrown open for public in- 
/Vestment “depending on the suc-) 


‘cess of our first picture.” Magna 
jowns 73° 


can Optical 25%. George Skeuras 


/of United Artists Theatres is prexy | 


of both outfits. 


On the impressive Magna board. 
besides Schenck, Todd and Skou- 
ras, 


t 


Edward Small, Arthur Hornbiow. 
who is v_p. in charge of production: 
Charles Seligson and Judge James 
Landis. Rodgers & Hammerstein 
will produce pix exclusively for 
Magna and may supervise the first 
musi ca! 

While Samuel Goldwyn’s nam 
doesn’t appear as one oft the meee 
backers. he declared in N. Y. Fri- 
day (27) that he was very well 
aware of what Was going on. And 
he added: “Don't forget. I own al- 

most 30,000 shares of United Art- 
ists Theatres stock.” 

While Schenck and Todd stressed 
that they would not be in compe- 

ition with Cinerama or 20th’s 
Cin emaScope, Schenck neverthe- 
less observed that “the best system 
will win in the end.” It’s planned 
to sharply limit the number of 65m 
roadshows and to give Magna pro- 
ductions wide circulation via the 
35 idescreen system Asked 

rt be would permit pix shot 
Todd-AO process to 
Po in theatres equipped 

ema aScope screens, Todd 
would be up to Schenck to 
“We are going to be ver 
of our system.” Todd com- 


® 


oe . 








atre and the picture i try 
1g to the fil lm theatre will bec 
premeditated are ition 
where the new film era 
Schenck said Spyros Pp Ss 
20th prexy and promoter rs 
emaScope. had known oi T ode. 
“but not from the very begin 
and that when told about 

hadn't appeared particulariy up- 
set. Schenck complimented Cine- 
maScope as “a fine medium.” but 
thought Cinerama “impractical.” 


m5 


of Todd-AO and Ameri- | 


are Richard Rodgers and Os-/ 
car Hammerstein 2d, Lee Shubert. | 


| ‘Bwana "im World Markets | 
| By Middle May Despite 
Print, Viewer Shortage 


Despite the pronounced short- 
| age of prints acd polarized view- 
ers. United Artists expects to open 
'“Bwana Devil,” the first 3-D fea- 
ture. in all major world markets 
‘by mid-May. Arnold Picker, UA 
v.p. in charge of foreign distribu- 
= reported in N. Y. last week 
Picker,- who recently returned 
from a swing through Europe, 
where he set up dates for the 
pic and arranged for the hia we 
uipment, s2id he had found * 
mendous enthusiasm” — - 
hibs abrozd over 3-D and wide- 
screen developments in this coun- 
try. He added, however. that there 
of confusion over 
the search for a 
new dimension 
“Bwana Devil” 
in San Juan, 


so far has opened 

Puerto Rico; Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa, and in four 
cities in Engl and—London, irm- 
ingham, Leeds and Glasgow. Every- 
where, Picker asserted, the pic was 
doing outstanding biz At the 
Plaza, Johannesburg, “Devil” broke 
li records during its first week's 
run. and the Lorraine, San Juan. 
where the film played without sub- 
titles, did the biggest business on 


record, Picker said. He described 
the London biz as “sensational.” 
United Artists is using permanent 
glasses in Europe where patrens 
pay the equiva ent of seven cents 


Picker indi- 


cated UA was pushing “Devil” 
openings abroad as much as pos- 
sible, but added that “how ned ae 
can get into velume distributi in 
those countries after playing ‘the 
keys I dont know yet. So much 
depends on print and glasses avai 
ability.” 

He gave considerable credit to 
the Titra Laboratories for licking 
the probiem of substitling 3-D pix 
a precision job which at this mo- 
ment can oniy be ce2rried out by 
Titra’s automatic titling machine 
in N. Y. The lab is building five 
more uniis of the equipment for 


S 
use here and abroad. 


Centinued from pase 3 = 



























3D Keys | 


Contineed from pase 1 


the number 
reduced. 
Industryites tend to take 
longrange view, however. They 
feel the special processes. requir- 
ing special equipment and produc- 
tions, will have to face the compe- 
tition from the regular theatres 
that also will be equipped with 
wide screens. It's felt that, while 
these houses may not come across 
with as imposing an image. they'll 
nevertheless take the edge off 
Cinerama and Todd-AO. 2th- 
Fox's CimemaScope. observers 
point out, stands a good chance for 
| wide installation. 
Once that point 


of firsi-run outlets -is 


the 


has been 


reached, the argument runs, it'll 
ali come back to the same old 
| showbiz axiom of the picture qual- 
\ity determining the fina] b.o. re- 
suit. 
used. 


regardiess of the gimmick 





York yesterday [31). is expected = 
finalize deal with NBC as first item 

tof business. She wil] star in her 
| own variety show, with 26 appear- 
ances per year. ABC lost out to 


NBC because latter offered long- 








gow. where there is no Sunday 
opening permitted. 

United Artists is proposing to 
transfer its 3-D opus to new situa- 
tions as soon as receipts drop from 
their current peak level. It believes 
it will be to its advantage to move 
around quickly and cash in on the 
novelty value of the booking. rath- 
er than hold on at existing engage- 
ments once the take is on the de- 
cline. With Warners scheduled to 
open inthe West End with “House 

f Wax” and Columbia moving in 
to 2 mabe situation- with “Man-in 
the Dark.” UA will soon lose its 
advantage of being first in the 
field. For some time. of course, 
they will all be affected by the bot- 
| tleneck in viewing spectacles. but 
adequate numbers are being made 
available both for Warners and 
Columbia for their scheduled open- 
ings. 

The scarcity of glasses will per- 


sist until regular supplies of pola-. 


roid sheeting can be imported into 
Britain. The viewers must be made 
locally, but the raw material is a4 
i dollar import from the States 
Apart from the fact that polaroid 
‘sheeting is im short suppiy, the 
British Treasury is not enthusiastic 
at the prospect of having to free 
dollar currency to permit unlimit- 
ed imports. 





special midnight . 

also interest in the foreign market 
‘for the burley films. Right to 
'“Holdup.” according to Sensation- 

al, have been sold for Belgium and 
ithe Belgium Congo for a fiat $1,500. 


‘board shall appreve such films 


_Alied Theatres of Illinois, fighting 








jecting films, the measure says the 


which are moral, decent and 
proper. It also authorizes the board 
to reject films tending to incite an 
immediate breach of the peace or 
advdcating, teaching or advising the 
overthrow of the Government by 
revolution, force or violence. Per- 
mits would aiso be required for 
the showing of films hy schools, 
religious groups and charitable in- 
stitutions. Bill also calls for upping 
of salary of chief censor from 
$3.200 to 000 and his associates 
from $2,750 to $4.000. 
Many groups in the state are par- 
iculariy burned at the attempt to 
ensor non-commercial showings 
libraries, schools, etc. Thomas 

director of the Maryand ' 
Sciences, termed the 

“just an extension of bureau- 
racy.” and Miss Amy Winslow, di- 
rector of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, said the measure was “a 
step backward” at a time when the 
courts are placing films in the same 
category as the free press. 

Ohio, considered by the industry 
as the most vulnerable state with 
a censorship law, continues as the 


* * 
» 
7a 


demy of 


SY Qc 


most active scissors wielder. For- 
eign films appear to be the chief 
victim of the Buckeye censo 
board On Friday 27), it com- 
pletely rejected the Mexican-made 
film The Young and _ the 
Damned,” a Mayer-Kingsley re- 
. ra 


ling to the distrib’s Ed 
me action 
the 
that 


would be instituted against 
Ohio board. He pointed out 
} b been okayed with 
some cuts by the censor bodies of 
both New York and Pennsylvania 
and had been approved untouched 
by the censorship authorities of 
England. It was banned in Boston 
Ohio Snippirg 

“Justice Is Done the 
import being dist: ributed by Joseph 
Burstyn, is not entirely satisfactory 
to the Ohio biue-pencillers. the 
board demanding certain cuts be- 
fore it can be exhibited in the 
state. Two cases, involving the films 
“Native Son” and “M,.” are cur- 
rentiy being weighed by the Ohio 
Supreme Court and a decision is 
expected to be handed down mo- 
mentarily. If the distribs of these 
films receive an adverse ruling, 
they have indicated they will take 
the cases to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Meanwhile, the industry is 
submiiting newsreels to the Ohio 
board under protest based on a 
To'edo municipal court decision 
ruling that the pre-restraint of 
newsreels is am unconstitutional in- 
fringement of freedom of the 
press 

An attempt to repeal the Ohio 
censorship statute by legislation is | 
cOrrently being made. A bill, in-, 
troduced by Sen. Charles Mosher, 
Republican of Overland, O., is be- 
ing weighed by the state's legisila- | 
ture. Hearings are expected to get 
under way in about two weeks. If 


French 


h 


tive next October. Manning (Tim) 
Claggett, of the Motion Picture. 
Assn. of Americs, left for Colum- 
bus Friday ‘27) to confer on in-' 
dustry strategy with Robert Wile, 
executive secretary of the Inde- | 
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohic. 


_Exhib org has been extremely ac 


tive in attempts to eliminate the | 
Ohio censor board. 


Purziing Moves 

Georgia recently passed a so-' 
called “censorship law” aimed at 
elimination of obscene literature | 
from the state. Whether films 
would be involved has not been in- 
dicated. i 

In Illinois, a bill has been intro-; 
hibit theatres from showing pic- | 
tures in which an actor, convicted | 
of violation of a state or Federal 
narcotics act. appears as a player. 
it also prohibits personal appear- 
ances of such persons in flm 
houses and prescribes penalties. 


the bill, charges it is discriminatory 
and is typical of the smears the 
industry is constantly subjected to. 


Censors On March Again 


a Contisned trem page 3 





boards is puzzling te some indus- 


'tryites in light of decisions of the 


U. S. Supreme Court last spring in 
the “Miracle” and “Pinky” cases. 
The high tribunal said that “ex- 
pression by motion pictures is 


| within the free speech and free 


press guarantees of the First and 
14th Amendments.” The continued 
existence of censor bodies, at- 


| torneys note, is not due to defiance 


of the Supreme Court. It is based 
on confusion as to the precise 
meaning of the high court's opin- 
ion and the extent to which its 
rulings must be observed by the 
local blue-pencillers 

Qualifying statements made by 
Jusiices Tom C. Clark and Stanley 
Reed have convinced industry at- 


torneys th at the complete elimina- 
tion of ilm censorship may have to 
be done on a piecemeal basis, with 


each snipping action being tested 
separately. Attorneys further con- 
tend that it bears out the court's 
reluctance to make sweeping all- 
encompassing decisions and indi- 
cates a predilection to make rulings 
on specific facts of the case only. 
The film censorship cases, they 
note, leave open the question of 
whether each member of the press 
including films) is equally pr 
tected. 














Parlay 








|in the widescreen process. 
‘enacted. the repeal would be effec- | 


ee 





The continued activity of censor 
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cation of an 
mntained in the Jack I 
decrying the 


Indi 
fight was cx 
Warner statement 


‘olf ¢ lecte 
Sfii-ei€ 


=d spokesman 
ake decisions 


th mt 


e 
“ 
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ing the | 
photograph; 


steroscopic 
Warner's vi 
were issued almost immediately 
following the unveiling of 20th's 
inemaScope, a wide-screen tech- 
nique that does not require the 
use of specs. Although it’s pointed 
out that Warner had to make the 
statement to maintain a competi- 
tive position for his company’s — 





o 


stereopic. “House of Wax.” indu 
tryites feel the studio chieftain has 
helped to bring the situation out 
into the.open ; 





M-G to Get CinemaScope 
Lenses by Mid-April 


Twentieth Century-Fox expects 
to deliver the first CinemaScope 
shooting lenses to Metro around 
April 15, with the latter's “Knights 
of the Round Table.” first M-G pic 
due to 
roll in mid-May. P 

Spyros P. Skouras. 20th prexy, 
flies to Europe next week. It's un- 


| derstood that he'll try to step up 


the production of CTthemaScope 


camera and projection lenses. 


New York Theatres | 





RADIO GETTY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


DORIS DAY - GORDON MacRAE 
“BY THE LIGHT OF 
THE SILVERY MOON” 


cmp by TECHMECOLOR . 6 Warner Be Pcie 
coer THE SHES @AL. S GREA! EASTER Slate SHOW 

















Available For Immediate Use! 


NEW 35mm 3-0 CAMERA 


| s STEREOVISION, INC. Berbenk, Calif. ROckwell 9-3144 
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Hetel St. Regis, N. ¥- 


Courtright: 


former 
constantly new 
songalogs. 

In spring green-decored cos- 
tuming. she is at ease amd not over- 

bed at the slick Maisomette 
Room of the St. Regis as she 
“There's 


; 


Nething Nicer Than 
Greet You.” followed by “Shopping 
Around.” “Because Youre Mine” 
“He Takes Me Of His Income Tax.” 
“Kime and I” excerpts. “Mold Me.” 
“3iy Carer” (with Merman and Hil- 
degarde variations) amd “Viva la 
Vie.” Her repertoire is versatile; 
she does ballads and saucy lyrics 
with equal facility. amd the end 
result is 2 solid click m this big 
league room. 

Per usual. the ultra violiz-b2- 
toning of Milt Shaw's backer-up- 
pering. amd Horace Diazs Latune- 
sters make for some of the best 
“society” dams im tow 

l too. maitre d August an 
his capable veteran staff know 
their catering pews amd cues Mm a 
manner that goes handily with this 
suave Pierre Bultinck hotel op- 
eration. AbeL 







Mecambe. L. A. 

Los Angeles. March 25 
Mery McCarty, Eddie Olirer 
Orch (7), Joe Castro Orch ‘4); 
$2 cover 3 


Broadway's “Small Wonder™ girl. 
Mary McCarty. has grown into 2 
rather large headliner on the class 
bistre time. After several starts 
here she has finally “arrived” and 
is ready to be “discovered” all over 
again by pictures and televisidn. 

There's a little bit of three others 
im this animated colleen. who 
ranges im repertoire from siy 
innuendo to controlled violence. 
When she raises her voice in song. 
there’s a trace of Merman Her 
wilder moments of comedy conjure 
up Martha Raye. In her flights of 
imitative famey- there's a2 wistful 
Tanguay. 





People to. 


; Try Again 
Milt Shex o° a 


pitehes 


lseores with a sentimental “Let's; 
_* From this point on} 


items. all ef them solid, several of | 
them except 


ptienal. E 
A “Jimgie Beils” parody, m 
French. is well received and serves 


as 2 mature! lead imte “Merrily. 


Merrily.” 2 & 
(ef to her bit with a rimgsider 
\ which begins with a dance around 


‘onstage. 
‘that sits well with the cuftomers 


“Darling Jai Vous 


a waltz which is a2 step 
the foer and winds with a gabfest 
This is infectious stuff 


if not with the vietim 
Succeeding tume text includes 2 


coup.” and “Til Be Seeimg You.” 


all of which are paydirt. On lighter 


side are two German tunes. gleaned 


mighters as she did im this spet—_/| 


and there's mo tougher audience 
anywhere—just abeut shoos her in 
for the rest of the stand. 

There's 2 rich lode of versatility 
im this performer. who got her big 
break im the N. Y. stager. “Small 
Wonder.” and went on from 
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| img 2 combination of 


from her recent Continental GI 
tour, “Bake A Kuchen™ and “Silaz- 
kommergut.” -an excerpt from 
“Sn American In Paris.” As 2 clos- 
er for the vocals the thrush has 
another click im a medley of th 

"2s comsisting of “Lady Be Good.” 
“I Don't Know Why” and “Gimm 

2 Little Kiss.” Fimale at the piano 
with longhair imterpretation of 
“Sil The Thimgs You Are.” is 2 
erescende bowoff. 

This is mot am ideal reom for 
Hildegar with its marrow frontage 
and hence 2 lessening im lighting 
and romantic impact. but ber m2- 
terial is better tham since her first 
lecal socko and her accelereted 
pacing is 2 credit to her adaptabil- 


ity amd besie ertertainmment 2p- 
pea! 

Music by the Bob Norris troupe 
Ss tops for both show and terping 


Ted. 


Hetel Reeseveit. \. 0. 


New Orleans. March 27. 





Peter Lind Heyes end Mary 
Heci The Talbots Ted Weer * 
Orch ‘15 $2.50 minimum. 

The home folks. plus cut-of- 


towners in large mumibers here for 
conventions. gave Mary Healy and 
bubby Peter Lind Haves a lavish 
welcome at the opening of their 
four-week stand im this plush 
Bise Room. And the Mr. and Mrs 
team. im turn. rewarded first- 
nighters with ene of the brightest 
shows seen here in months. 

It's Miss Healy’s first appearance 
im her mative city as 2 mame since 
she was a starlet with 20th-Fox 
and her marriage to Hayes. City 
officials. civic leaders and a host 
ef kin and friends turned out to 
give her a big homecoming. 

It took the capacity crowd 2 few 
minutes to adjust themselves to the 


| team’s effortless comedy, but once 
with hands’ they were warmed. the reception 
and every fibre | 


To wrap up opening-| 


was solid all the way. They smash 
over a wide assortment of satirical 
bits, impressions of mame person- 
alities amd songs. After kicking 
of with their lyrical trademark. 
“Getting To Know You.” they 


tions that spark the tempo of the 


La Vie En Rese, N. Y- 
Peggy Lee (5). Bod Whalen, Vax 
MtAimMsr. 


a varied succession of Smith Trio; $5 mini 


Lee will wham ‘em and 


veargte glamour and sh 
‘2 t cuss. e 
invests her chirp chores with that 


rest of their stint. Hayes thespihg | 
abélity is highlighted in a routine | 
tof 2 sowse carrying a terch. mesb- | 


and 


| tragedy with skill. Another hilari- 


‘ 


' 


' 
| 





ous bit is tha 


Texan returning aboard an ocean 


of a well-heeled | 


t at no extra 


xtra-curricularity 
pean Additions encompass bleat- | ; 


ing with her eyes. her hands. come- 
hither hips and other nuances pro- 


jected with warmth and felicitous ; 


salestmanship. 

Fetching silver blonde cafe-de- 
buted at the Copa (Proser’s ex) 
just two years ago and since then 
she’s been a frequent TV filliper 
plus a show of her own on a Mel 
Torme pairing). 2 bestseller waxer 
via “Lover” ‘Decca? and made the 
film grade as Danny Thomas’ vis 
avis in WB's “Jazz Singer.” This 
doesn't take im her vaude and nit- 
ery knitting, for ome of the most 
active of show bizzers. 

Striking in 2 gummetal net strap- 
less with pimk showthrough—and 
add that hair-do—she rides, slides 
and glides over 2 flock of songs 
that ram out the string im casing 
her versatility. pace and handling 
—from teeoffer “Under My Skin™ 
te the thunderous “Lover.” In be- 
tween she caresses 2 Russ Colum- 
be oldie. pays obeisamce to Benny 
Goodman im a biues ‘she’s BG's 
ex-thrush}. reverses suddenly for 
her ewergreen “Get Me Some 
Momey~” and draws a large yock 
om latter. quipping “that’s on Capi- 
tol. but I'm Decca new.” 

Before a costume change Miss 
Lee gives mewer significance to 
“My Heart Belongs to Daddy.” and 
them. in fluffy feathers, socks over 
“Hard-Hearted Hannah.” complete 
with a modified bump-and-grind 
route and a sparkling pistol prop 
In this one, her Quartet of backer- 
uppers dom derbics, and she uses 
the occasion to pay tribute te her 
support. Leader is Jack Rowles at 
the piano. with other instrumenta- 
tiom being bass. trumpet doubling 
om congadrum, and regular percus- 
sion. They do nobly by Miss Lee 
im providing unmistakable produc- 
tion facets. 

After a torcher. the singer 

smashes over with her trademarked 
“Mamana™ and sustains the click. 
but in a sharply contrasting mood. 
with an English folker, “The Rid- 
dle Song.” which she articulates 
with a deep sense of the lyrical 
values. 
_ “Lever™ finale has Lee captur- 
ing La Vie with ali the stops out 
and she encores with a partial re- 
prise of it to work herself off 
There's ne doubt she could have 
been at it through the night. 

Other turn is Bob Whalen. a 
pleasant tenor in his N. Y. preem 
(New Acts Van Smith Trio op- 
erates neatly for the lulls and 
Whalen’s stint. Treu. 





Palmer Heuse. Chi 
(EMPIRE ROOM) 
Chicago, March 27. 


Kyle MacDonnell, Ti & Ce 
bine, Skeets Minton, Mattiazzis 
(2), Bob DeVoye & Betty Lorreine, 


Leonerd, |! Abbott 
(3). Emil Colemen Orch 


| (12); $3.50 minimum, $1.10 corer. 
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mercial to end all commercials as | 


background 
them out), and “Disk Jockey 


Aye 
Ee 


mE 


: 
: 


5 
af 


A, 


‘with Hayes acting 


F 


;' 








This cverextended vaude show 


the needs a lot of juggling—not in the 


act 


| 


wayward system. Pretty 
blonde has the vocal equipment to 
sing without a p.a. system and act 
have greater effect if she 
freed herself from it. 

v star appears at her besi 
with .a mediey of tumes from hit 
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| Folies chorine. He 
the | participation number 


off is known, it holds audience 


terest through the ught timing | willer — (10): 


Serah Vaughan, Erroll Gerner 
Trio, Tite Puente Orch (10); $2.50 


roi. 


ttATIiaeA. 





Sarah Vaughan is in for a week 
following her European tour. She'll 
be gone by the time Billy Eckstise 
moves in next door at the Bandbox. 
but meanwhile. Birdland should 
register solid biz. 

Miss Vaughan’s performance here 
is om the listless side, for her. Per- 
haps the friendly atmosphere 
makes her too relaxed. Runs 
through a few of her standards. 
does 2 delicate job on “I Ran All 
the Way Home” and closes with 
“Perdido.” Most of it was perfunc- 
tory. except for the laughs all 
around when she got lost doing 
“Perdido” at show caught. John 
Malachi does a fine piano accomp, 
and Wyatt Ruther and Eugene 

Fats) Heard. borrowed from the 
Erroll Garner Trio, blend in nicely 
om bass and drums. 

Garner is the real star of this 
bill His pianistics, supported by 
Ruther and Heard. rum the gamut 
from hard. driving jaz to deftly 
fingered ballads. Garner, for ail 
his heavy-hamded style, can be 
amazingiy lightfingered at times. 
as im his version of “Avalon.” In 
the ballad eategory. he’s tops with 
“Might as Well Be Spring” and 
“Can't Get Started.” 

Tite Puente orch, four brass and 
six rhythm. supplies loud, driving 
mambaes for the numerous Latino 
devotees. Pee Wee Markette does 
okay emceeing. Chen. 


Le Carreasel. Paris 

Paris, March 24. 
Le Carrousel presents “Impres- 
sions,” revue in three tablecus, 
“ith Zambella. Pierre Gurven, 
Sandre, Valdes, Coccinelle, Claude 
Lamera, Roger Stefani, Cricri, 
Hula Djengo, Ivan: edditions! mu- 
sic, Fred Freed: Sam Stinn Orch 
5’: decor, Aubin, Valdes; cos- 
tumes, North: choreogrephy, Stef- 


oni, Meurendi: $3 minimum. 





Le Carrousel, in its plush new 
surroundings two doors down from 
the old location on Rue Colisee off 
the Champs Elysees, still houses 
the best femme impersonation 
show in town. Benefitting from 


extreme care in costuming. well-| 


written show and talented troupe. 
this is always an eye-filling and bde- 
guiling bill that draws the French 
carriage trade and makes 
least worth one visit for the tour- 
ist. Show can be enjoyed by cll. 
though some of the wittier mo- 
ments are reserved for those hep 
to the lingo. Club has regular 
— level, amd when caught was 
SRO. 


pressions of various towns és an 
intro to the femme impersorators. 
Solid costumes and jewelry and 
hep individual numbers get this 
off to a good start. Second part 
has a takeoff om various impres- 
sionist painters with the perform- 
ers bringing to life several famed 
tableaus. This leads to fine cos- 
tume moments and a rousing can- 
cam in the Lautree section. Show 
winds with a boff and at times 
wicked takeoff on femme thesps 
and personalities im the public 
eye. amd some uncanny imitations 
of Edith Piaf. Suzy Solider and 
Josephine Baker. 


Some of the group like Zam-| 
bella. Coccinelle, Ivam and Gigi/* 
would make Christine Jorgensen 


extremely envious. are 


Dances 
well arranged on the small prlat-| 
form by Roger Stefani, who also) 


does a sappy can-can. Valdes 


. Although by now their pay- Ferre, Roy Fitzell, Dolores 


it at) 


Show starts with a series of im- 


Merilys Mexwell, Noonan & Mer. 
shell, Kirby Stone Quintet, Chiff 
Frez- 

(10). Bod 
Produced by 


BO COUET OF mini- 


zint, Dev 


| Semmy Lewis; 





| What started out te be a tabshow 
“Papama Hattie” as vehicle for 
Marilyn Maxwell. turned out to be 
/2 mildly threaded plot skein under 
a new title, “Belle of New Oriean: ” 
_The Sammy Lewis package put to- 
| gether especially for this room is 
‘mot depending upon the name con- 
coction to bring im reomfuls. but 
upon the surprisingly good lure of 
Miss Maxwell. Once drawn into the 
nitery, tablers are im for another 
eye opener—a competent and clicko 
performance from 2 Hollywoodian 
who displays savvy in her new 
metier. ‘See New Acts). 

Noonan & Marshall have come a 
long way simece their first big 
break-in couple of years age in 
Vegas. As a team, it's mostly 
Noonan’s terrif funnybiz that puts 
the house in a fit of yocks. Marshall 
has wisely minimized his comedic 
approach to give his partner the 
lion’s share of the spot. and re- 
sults pay off. Nooman’s great char- 
acterization in lampoon of a British 
cimema director is tops, yet not 
equalling for sheer hoke his Chef 
Alberti amd cake-mix episode. Mar- 


shall’s solo is 2 warble of “Em- 
braceahle You,” while Noonan in- 
serts offstage limes of what a 
crooner thin while purring for 
the populace. Lads set up alog 


earlier for Miss Maxwell's entrance 


with Cliff Ferre, but nothing spar- 
kliing emerges. 
Kirby Stome Quintet umlcads 


musical and vocal] dynamite within 
the already leaded parce! 
comedy touches around the various 
novelty tunes, with each memb 

coming in for several cuties—and 
ali in a frantic pace—unlimber 
peims right from entrance to bow- 


= 
_ at ena 
sk VTL 


e 


off. Featured warbler. “Cow Eyes.” 
has curtailed his vocal bombasts 
plus energetic somgstyle simce suf- 


fering a broken leg in am auto acci- 
dent a few months ago. Such 
an impediment. however. hasn't 
seemed to slow him down as sperk 
of the combo. 

“Cliff Ferre unlimbers 2 mild sesh 
of legmania. also comies in fe 
three-way gab as gob on shipboard 
with Noonan & Marshall. and 
teams with Miss Maxwell during 
finale for some tapistry. He gets 
eredit for some special Iyrics 
throughout show. 

Deviyn Dancers take an imme- 
diate theme setup with opening 
“Mardi Gras.” spotting the fine 
ballet-styied terps of Roy Fitze’. 
Latter returms in finale with 
Dolores Frazzini legging a rousing 
cakewalk. having ensemble and 
cast forming bright pic for curtain. 
Bob Miller has quite 2 chore on the 
podium with many cues anid scores, 
but saile right along for neat back- 
ing. Will. 


far 


Menteleene Heoiel. N. O. 
(SWAN ROO™M) 

i New Orleans. March 25. 

| Roberta Quinlen, Mickey West & 
Bernie Ross, Denny Deane Orch 


| The Swan Room continues is 
| policy of “new face” acts and it all 
| adds up to an entertaining layout. 
| Latest is Roberta Quinlan. known 
| hereabouts for her TV appearances 
on the “Mohawk Showroom™ and 
, Suest video appearances. 
| Attractive thrush sets well im the 
|Spet’s intimate surroundings and 
|acceptance is warm. She clicks 
with a well-handled group of tunes 
that range from “You Some- 
_thing To Me™ to a medley of “Til 
Seeing You.” “Then Ill Be 
*" and “Once In Awhile.” 
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entice the buck-wary types 
The Larry Steele unit played| 
this town three seasoms back at the 
Cotton Club, mow the Latin Ca- 
no Basic pattern is same as last; 
sims out. but the emeee-producer- 
writer has wisely biended im sev- 
erii sock acts to buttress the over-/ 
” faet-moving revue which, in| 
the main. keeps hearty and re- 
action maintained. Ht is im his 
own emceeing that Steele lets 
down the pace, his long, wordy 
tros slowing matters. 
Standouts are Conrad & Estelle. | 


Otviette Miller amd the Earis. In 


+> ballet-styled leaps and spins 
i is a lithe, ul pramcer 
nd keeps mitts mounting, with | 
his partner joining in adding ex- 
etement via a “Blues Ballet™ that 
natively staged. 
harpist Olivette Miller set 
sm pounding with her showman- 
ly 2poreach and fimgerine skill; 
attractire lass is handsomely 
sowned. Spells out “I've Got You 
Under My Skin” for instrumental 
showing. then adds vocal on 
“Blsrk Magie” that brought encore 
tenner. 2 boogie-woogie beat that 
the crowd bought big 

Aero balancing of the Two 
Earis is another scorer. Hand-to- 
band shoulder lifts and arm 
stands. plussed by harmonica bit 

nt -roantics, set them for 


. Ese 2 
callback They pay off with a 
how!l-raising judo beut for solid 
novelty bit 


Three Chocolateers alse set well 
with their solo, due and triple 
hootery. comedy and knockabout 
routines. All of their stuff is laugh- 
anzgied. for a click with tablehold- 
ers Butterbeans & Susie are 
andard with Steele’s units and 
vet vwders maintain the mood 
with their patter. son and ec- 
centric dance. ButterBeans adds 
to sight values with some yock- 
raising comedy oatfits. [t's tried 
and true stuf? that comes off to 
hecrty plaudits. 

Odd imsert in the lineup is grind 
artist La Bommie. It’s a fast turn 
and the torso-twister knows her 
biz. Question is. will it go with 
the family biz Miller is seeking to 


jimmv Tyler and his erch tee 
of matters with two jazz arranze- 
ments, hoth brought off im the’ 
siambanz tradition set by other 
Necro bands playing the area this 
season. Session proves more 
desfen nz than entertainime. Vo- 

list Merdis Thomas handles her 
two assicuments im apt fashion | 
wih “Tenderly” especially ; 
Tere ved i 

ine is an attraetive oue and | 
Works cut chores im sprightly maki | 
ner. Steele has them in, 


colorful design with middle num- 
be> a western idea that shows) 
originality. Steele heads up’ the! 
humbers and handles the intro. | 
og winging om the gals via 


.< Seckzround. is a long and un- 


| giving some rubbery acroflips for 


trimmed to proportion. Best sight 
stuff i flicker miming, the | 
Fred Astaire impresh, and his 


mervous hand gestures. Good! 


yocks roll his way throughout. | 

Baro & Rogers ply their hoke 
balirooming for running chuckles’ 
with breakaway dress suit on Baro | 


and falling tresses on Miss Rogers | 
fee] comic effect to knock-! 


| Village Vanguard, N. 


YY. and ing, the Qui 
Anita Ellis, Irwin Corey, Pat Puts the greatest weight om roman- 


Carroll, Clarence Willems Trio; ts 3 


$3.30 minimum. 


With the Vanguard practically 


the only remaining Village nitery| 


presenting talent on a par with the 


continues brisk. Current show is 
largely holdover, with Anita Ellis, 


Startling risley and balancing! who appeared at VV last fall, re-| 


puts the two Amin Eros. im 


| top category with tablers. One! 


trick im particular hes underman 


tosses topma2n imto headstand on) 


at 2, one foot sans hands. Plenty of | 
| Mitting follows each display, with | 
| ovation at clase. 


Sa-Harem Dameers exhibit their 
usual lavish George Moro choreos, 
prancing a delightful “Sings in 
the Rain.” midway swing thing, | 
and mad “Charieston” finale. Gene | 
Louis comes to the fore in “Rain,” ; 
pigs grabbing orbs for his John 
Held. Jr.. racoon-coated outfit and 
terps in latter. Dewey Sisters are 
spotted in the halfway line routine, | 


added value. Johnny O'Brien melo- | 


| dizes production numbers and car- | 


ries capable emcee load Cee) 
Davidson orch fills a topnotch slot | 
on showbacking. Will. 


Mapes Skvreom, Rene 
Reno. March 26 

Buddy Lester, Bunny Bishop 

Jimmy Vey. Maves Skylettes, Ed- 

die Fitzpatrick Orch; no cover or 


MIR. aM 





Buddy Lester appeared across 
the Truckee in a competitor’s spot 
just five months ago with “The; 

2 Jim Brady Revue” and is 
word-for-wording in this show. Al- 


though still fresh in the mimds of 
locals, the material nevertheless 
holds up 


Harry Richman impresh is the 
finale of a series of hat acts as he 
rummages through a box and 
comes up with various chapeaus. 
A trek through the African jungle 
is accented by a collection of imi- 
tations, evidently caused by heat 
deliriums. i 

Lester's momsensical stint is 
eharacterized by complete “dis-| 
gust” with a square aud f the 
bits amd jokes themselves don’t 
register. Lester can usually salvage 
himself by feigning distaste 
throwing down his hat with 
“Geez™ ... stamdard for most 
comics lately 

Bunny Bishop makes her hid 
with initial song. “I Feel (one) 
Coming On.” which seems forever 
getting launched with ponderous 
intro. Voice has 2a musicomedy 
flavor and could probably go sans 
mike. Blonde and dimpied, Miss 

shop leoks like a persenality bat 
displays nome, saying absolutely 
nothing between four somgs. Al- 
though opening night probably 
comtributed to flaws. “Don’t Let 
the Stars Get in Your Eyes” goes 
for naught. Perhaps a more stand- 
ard repertoire would aid her. 

Jimmy Vey is doing his seventh | 
job om these boards. He taps vig-' 
oreusly, pounds the rxylophone 
snappily and. in 2 condensation. | 
does beth at the same time. j 

Mare. 


La Rende. Lendon 
Loaden. March 27. | 





The Harmonics (4). La Ronde | 
Trio, Peter Deminmoff Orch; $3) 
minterum. 

i 


The West End's newest nitery, | 
just off Piccadilly, is probably the | 
nearest 2 Lendon has te) 


, pumetuates them with 


turning as the newcomer to a tal- 
ent-laden bill. 


for dramatics te keep her audi- 


emee sold all fhe way. Tunes are! 
largely im the blues vein. and she 


tricky varia-/ 


thoms in modulation and clever pos-| 


| turimg. Tops are her editions of 
, "A Woman is a Sometime Thing 


and 2 Spanish gypsy song. Two 
miner drawbacks: her choice of “If 
You Were the Only Girl im the 
Worid” is a bit teo delicate for 
her style, and her habit of clutch- 
ing at ber dress is distracting. 
Irwin Corey, holding over, rolls 


| them with his malaprops. switch 


in accents from British to Brook- 
lynese and general disheveled ap- 
pearance. “The world’s foremost 
authority...” 


These are five nice-looking 
youngsters handsomely garbed in 
white full dress suits and 


and “Gypsy Violin” while a fid-' 


dier leaves the floor and weaves 
his way among the tables playing a 
sweet accompo and leanimg over 
to give gals the full benefit of the 


'musie. For one selection. “La Vie 


.this aggregation. whose opening 


has a solid bit of | 


business on the history of armies’ 


that’s the mainstay of his turn. He 
encores with some nonsense with 


| the ringsiders and bows off with a 


hilarious panto to the Figaro aria 
from “Barber of Seville.” 

Pat Carroll is a fresh young 
comedienne with all the attributes 
that can bring her to the top of 
the heap. Here her material is 
good. but routining is poor. Si 
opens with an excellent number 
called “Smile.” but from that 
point on her stuff is progressively 
bess effective. Her impresh of Mae 
West telling a fairy tale is basical- 
ly a good idea, but it’s too drawn 
out. Some judicious cutting. and 
some switching of material would 


show her off to far better advan-' 


tase 
Clarence Williams Trio does a 
good job backing the acts and pro- 


vides rhythmic damsapation. 


Gatineau. Ottawa 
Ottawa, March 27. 
Louis Armstrong & All-Stars 
7), Harry Pery Orch (8); 73e ad- 
mission, $1 Sat 





New decor, new policies for show 
and dance times and the socko 
erew of Louis the Satch obtain at 
the spring reopening of Gatineau 


Country Club (26) after a four-! 


month shuttering New stage set- 
tings for band and show with addi- 
tional and improved lighting make 
the Gat the hamdsomest it’s been 
im its mearly quarter-century ex- 
istence. 

Armstrong and podners had 
everything on hand for teeoff night. 
using different rouvtines for each 
ef three shows (switch from two- 
a-night’. Lazy. nonchalant opening 
brings Armstrong and beys in frent 
of curtain with’Sleepy Time Down 
South” and “Indiana.” “Muskrat 
Ramble” comes after Satch voices 
“Kiss to Build a Dream On” to 
saives. Trummy Youn. trombone. 
soles with his solid “Margie” ar- 


compared 


_Arw 
ping 


En Rose.” Mario himself leaves 
the dance fleor to sing the 
schmaltzy chorus while strolling 
tables not only at ringside but in 
the bleacher locations, while the 
remainder of the troupe, om stage, 
furnishes background music. 
There’s lots of showmanship to 


night at the Statler brought an 
even more enthusiastic audience 
reaction than did the teeoff of Los 
Chavales in the same room fast, 
October. 

Opening act. Dupre Trio, fol- 
lows pretty much in the groeve of 
the Hamilten Trio in the “Show 
of Shows” TV troupe. The Dupres 
are not nearly as polished or ac- 
complished, but the twe attractive 
blonde gals and male leader come 
up with a diversified offering 
ranging from a seftshee dance to 
a twirling number outlined by 
fluorescent costumes and a tap 
dance. This team is young and 
shows considerable promise. 

As usual, the Embassy offers 
the Steve Kisley and Ted Alexan- 
der units for dansapetion. Lowe. 


Jang Heiel. N. 0. 
New Orleans, March 26 
Gogi Grant, Jack Gilford, The 
Pickerts (2). Russ Carlyle Orch 
Il’; $2.50 mtntmum. 


Well-paced and diversified three- 
act bill adds up to 60-minute sesh | 
of pleasing entertainment. While 
not studded with names, there’s 2 
nice mixture of talent like Gogi 
Grant, fresh young singing per- 
sonality; Jack Gilford, pliable-vis- 
aged comic. and the Pickerts’ dance 
duo. There’s also the topflight 
warbling of Russ Carlyle plus the 
music of his versatile damce crew. 
Layeut is one which has to build 
biz primarily on word-of-mouth and 
eff that it smould mount in the Co- 
tition Room 

Miss Grant. making her bew 
here, is a savvy songstress despite 
her youth. She captures her audi- 
ence by just standing and warbiing. 
She has pro qualities which project 
throughout her repertoire, plus a 
stromg voice and sharp rhythmic 
perception and a capacity for re- 
straint that almost completely obvi- 
ates the need for showmanship. 

Brumet thrush takes off on “I 
Feel 2 Song Coming On,” a happy | 
cheice for am opener, and she is, 
well laumched on her 20-plus min-| 


_ utes in the spotlight. She varies the | 


tablesitters’ famey amd kudos as 


does Cozy Cole’s persistently okay 


drumming. But it’s the Satch him- | 


with “Because You're | 
Mine,” sung in fine. full voice, and | 
then throws in the lilting “My 
Wonderful One” and oldies iike 


te ti “Love Is Sweeping the Country” | 
gets ‘ i Around 
ell Shaw's umique bass-slap- 
of “Man I Love” catches) 


and “Rainbow My Shoul-) 
der.” done in rhythmic style. Her! 
work is first-rate. her voice highly 
musical, amd her somgalog comes 
off tops. Effect on tableholders is) 


stones, Jummy Ray, Golden Girls, 


Sterling Young Orch; no cover or 
TATRINIUTA. 





away. so with 
sweet song, she and spring will do 
a big trade. 

Stifl the starry-eyed, dimpled, 
pugnmosed little girl, Miss O'Con- 
nell looks te be im her first pariy 
dress. There’s a feeling of watch- 
ins a featured band vocalist. an un- 
usual category im this era of styl- 
ized chanters. Perhaps she spends 
teo much time on ballads, or at 
least rums them together too often. 
Equally adept at ballad and up- 
beat. it’s diffieult to tell which 


|seores best. although “You're The 


Only One I Adore.” bounced up, 
seems to hit the bell. 

Current pops, “Wish You Were 
Here” and “Keep it a Secret.” are 
soothing. and medley of J. Dorsey- 
Eberie-O’ Connell collaborations 
gets proper cognizance. 

The Jehnstones have mixed 
about three parts comedy with 
their magic. The magician is crew- 
cut with the usual female helper. 
Tricks with two chosen from audi- 
ence show amazing magic—obvious 
to everyone but the victim or sub- 
ject. Most of routime looks like a 
“People Are Funny” production. 
Sleizht-of-hand gimmicks let cus- 
temers in on the trick, through 
“chumsiness” of wand-waver. Re- 
lentless chatter, mostly good, keeps 


y ~ 
the act moving. 


Jimmy Ray works hard in 2 
series of softer-than-sefit shoe 
pramcings. His action on a slick 
platform has him sliding im 





diiik 


Customers are seeing more and 
more of the Golden Girls. There's 
more exposure, but the subjects 
are worth it. Merc. 


Chez Agnes Capri. Paris 
Paris, March 24. 

Agnes Capri presents “Injus- 
tine,” by Miss Capri, Jean Rougeul; 
with Francoise Dortn, Roger Saget, 
Jacques Legras, Les Guaramios 
4), Tsetie Schelton: decor end 
costurtes, J. Noel; music, Mick 
Micheyl staging, Miss Capri, 
Saget; $3 minimum 





Songstress Agnes Capri has 
turmed her boite into a cabaret 
theatre. In the turn-of-the-entury 


(decor of her intim® club she has 


utilized the small stage for a far- 
cical, philosophic charade called 
“Injustine.” This is primarily for 
the Gallie clientele with all ne 


| amees and satire lost to the tourist. 
| However. fast-paced carryings-on 


amd a quartet of good song acts 
make this worth a look-see ‘or all. 

The theatrical bit is speedy but 
uneven in appeal. It comeerns the 
odyssey of a young country girt 
who tries fire roads of destiny be- 
fore deciding to marry her bucolic 
lever. They all lead to adventure, 
and her eventual demise in each 
episede. Sae decides to marry her 
bumnkin. but he turms owt to be a 
drunkard and wife-beater. The af- 
fair is nicely paced but repetitious 
in spots. Though no longer d2ring 
im its poishois 2t convention, it 
benefits by appealing the-spimg on 


Becessary addition to the _— the intime atmosphere so popular | self, and Velma Middleton's vocal- 


across the channel in Paris. There/ izing and ponderous terping. that 
| are fewer than 100 covers. the! bring the rejoicing, pair huddling | 
|decor has a Gaelic charm. while | for a socko “Baby It’s Celd Oui- 
ithe illuminated glass dance floor! side.” Armstrong begeed off with 
| provides an additional dash of; sole on “Blueberry Hill” Every 


} 





Sahara, Las V. 

Las Vegas, March 24 
Groen “eve Se m. "ay. | color. And the below-average mini | appearance has beff showmanship 
Rogers, Amin Bros. (3), Dewey ™™ tag of $3 should = it anj and clicko entertainment. a. 
auers 2). Gene Lowis, Jokany ageel pepuasty See period Harry Pozy’s Diays 
Cc 


: band . 
Bren, Sa-Hearem Dancers (12).. money scarcity | daneing and shows and Al Costi 


al jae Orch (12); mo cover tomtis! La Ronde cammot contem-' lounge except during shows. 
; | Plate entering the btgieague caba- | Gatineau’s manager. Joe Saxe., 





entities, : ret talent field. but must comtent | who operates a posh shoestore 
eeattice Kay will make the large itseig with modest attractions‘ town. has effectively enhanced the 
frame ey jump for her two chich while not beimg a customer cafe's lobby with distinctive dis- 
_ established fave—and | ture, will provide a pleasing diver-! plays of shoes and handbags. 


Hetel Statler. WV ash. 
(EMBASSY BOOM) 
ashington, March 24. | 





Ott nha ee Spas was worked | te arrangements, but this is Ww 
first > 7 © pact. He an act whieh could be readily! Quinietio Allegro (5): Dupre 
a9. acres Go oe adapted to vaudeville where its| Trio, Steve Kisley Orch (8). Ted) 


Alexander Quertet: $1.50-$2 cover. 





- impact could be far stronger. Their 
_ s the posh-rustie Katie-' qualities as cabaret do}; ; 
Tre | ‘net imply criticism of their voeal; Quintetto gre. now om a 
ine». 22__Dotsterousmess is good skill. ;twoweek stand in the 
her spacious room, amd with| As an embellishment. the nitery ; Room. makes its bew in the east, 
— ..*™ng plus known quantity | has a trio of dancing girls. one of | after working through La- 
Sees ory Lane she| whem does a Spanish solo with|tin America and the Southwest 
tan c eTous enthusiasm. Syl castamets; decerstive but hardly |sectien of the U. S. The five 
mex. comes im for some! justifying the expense. The Peter! Italiams bear considerable resem- | 
ion f oyplay needling accomp- Daminoff combe does a fine job blance im overall fermat to Les 
|om the dais alternating the terping| Chavales de Espana But whereas 
2 > was ing his session; music with table serenadine. | “The ‘Kids emphasize precision. | 
o ciught, but has since been Myro. ‘speed and change of pace in their. 


in “You Always Hurt the One You! 


| slow-motion shets of sports in 


7 


Only a sound and solidly equi | the part of a young troupe with 
comedian like Gilford could follow | the freshness and guile cf Fran- 
Miss Grant, and rubber-faced fun-, coise Dorin a stanaout New Acts). 
ster comes through all the way.; Siow winds with the folk chants 
Purveying a refreshing and original | 67 Les Guaramios (4) in an interesi- 
brand of comedy. he keeps build- ine rendition of South American 
ing from his walkon. There's his folk somzs accompanied by their 
appealing satire o@ the fellow om/ guitars. Tsella Schelten has an ir- 
the subway car who falls asleep! repre=sible comic muczing talent 
and passes up his station; his bur- that p2ys oT in vocks ‘New Acts), 
lesque of a symphcny a3 and Franco.se Dorin adds a nice 
the orchestra sees him. 2 imtertude of somzs and patter. 
classic takeoff om the sentimental | Ames Capri dees her usual cer- 

7 : ebr2! but capricious song recital is 
me including some bruising | which her crisp voice and eccen 
ze . : Vv =< - 

Other comedy highspots are his | tad eee tor oe jn = - 


the|tumnel. the king who kille? too 


eeing show Pickerts. 2. ™ixed drink 
sip sath an a tan ok Single im 11 and winds at 2 2 
rapid tap and tec routine, and bigh- | eT aor sae 


The . yihmic | 24 Girls (2), Charlie Wolke Orch 
quality of Carlyle’s band makes it) 5) Zerde ines Orch (4): $2 





Crew gets much zppreciation for | CCteTage minimum. 

its ; te} . 

| ~ and draws crowds | ‘Hlawing hit the jaci : 
scores with voca: impressions im his, booking newcomer Norman 


tri 


to shew. Liz (Continued on pase 86) 
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JOE E. LEWIS UNIQUE IN SHOW BIZ; 
WORK IS HIS PLAY AND VICE VERSA 





By ABEL GREEN 


Jee E. Lewis is a show 
whese work, almost 


Almost 2 gypsy in reality, para- 


dexically the pixie personality 
that spells out Joe Everglades 
(some prefer to cal] him Everilov- 
in’) Lewis is at home in aii ize 
gzyer cities of Americ2 and coud 
virtmally call 75% of them bs 
home if he so chooses. His homes 
away from home are whai cissi- 


pates the legend about the meces- 


sity to cal] something. some piace 
his Lome. 
This is the engaging vazabond- 


age that comstitutes Lewis. And 
se be it. That's the way be wills = 
Perhaps the sterereom of ithe 


Hote) Warwick. in New York. when 
be plays his annua] quarter-of-2- 
year rums at the Copecebanz 
might be regarded as a home base 
for his memoribilia. his volumi- 
mows press books. and the like. but 


otherwise Joe E. pledges allie 
giamce to what he calls his per- 
somal Four Freedoms — breakfast 
im the aftermoon. the newspapers 
his mail amd 2 straich sheet 


“Where else bot im show beusiness 
could I be emjoying all these any 


time between 3-30 amd 5 in the 


afternoon. 2nd net ‘¢0 work 
watt] $ o'clock at might’. says 
Lewis. 


The persomz] idiesymerasies and 
trademarked 2:sociations of show 
biz personzlities. be they Cantor's 
poperes. Marilyn’s pop Momroes 
Berlim’s pop t Durante’s 
sehuer. Chaplin's walk. Winchell's 


> = = 
8 . S 


talk, Growchos gawk. Beries 
jokes, Dowmes’s cokes, now in- 
clude a moble equine 2: Lewis 
co2t-of-arm: 

Fer the Mezes and the Chichi 

The mobs and the snobs. the 
effete set and the muggs. the 
berscht belt and the Texas oil ty- 
cooms 2!2 dig his stuff Perhaps 


the best common denominator to 
point up Lewis’ truly wide appeal 
were bis several repeat engage 


ments om Ed Suallivan’s “Toast of 
the Town™ vaudeos. These are by 


geared to any specially 
- they're the average pub- 
lie. But by gearing his stuff to the 
heps be ziso knows how to per- 
foem for the squares or. at least 
the so-called moj so initiate. 
That's where the pixie personal- 
ity preves potent because. in even 
more rarified atmosphere. he has 
gectien away with some slick nifties 
which. under cither auspices. would 


the neture of his saloon circuiting. 
his stuff is perforce seasoned with 


“purvers 2 
istro bedinage that in- 
52-out-of-52 weeks 


fe 


Leyal Friends 


Excepting that the vagsbond 
lower of the cafe capering circuit 
elects—and is sometimes com- 
pelied by firm and loyal pais like 
Dan Arnstein. the taxicab tycoon 
—to take periodic voluntary lay- 
offs. As loyal as is Cuban sugar 
millionaire Jorge Sanchez in fol- 
lowing Lewis almost at will te this 
er that resort engagement: or as 
equally loyal is the monied Texas 
set in showing up at his sundry 
epenings. be they New York. Miami 
Beach. New Orleans. Chicago. Las 
Vegas or Hollywood: or as senti- 
mental as is Jock Whitney, who 
cant stage a birthday party with- 
out Lewis presence as a personal 
guest. so loyal. albeit a shade 


it. so | i more 
realistic im his relations. is Arn- 
stein’s firmness with Lewis. This 


includes enforced layoffs in Hot 
Springs. Ark. for the baths and 
the “thawing out™ period. or pe- 
riodic hospital checkups which he 
(Arnstein) arranges and personally 
handles. 


Lewis’ capacity for friendship 
ebvieusly is as much part of his 


and vice: undoubtedly his Uncle 
*saie also has lots of 


p" 
vr 


business | basie boxoffice appeal 2s his talent. 


Naturally. 


maybe woaldnt such 2 
feller om a saloon floor. 

is no minimizing his wide 
following. some 


dertng om a cult. Result is that 
Lewis cam do no wrong, be it with 
the press or pundits. In certain 
key cities as much as Ss of 
his draw is persomal. or customers 
who feel they have an almost per- 


sonal relationship with hira 

“J like te do my hostess work.” 
he says. “You know, drift around 
the tables. persomally say hello. 


and when the joint folds at 3:30 
or 4 I still like te wander over to 
Lindy’s or Toots’ and sit around 
and lie some more with whomever 
I know.” 


Lack ef ‘Jamben’ 


The show biz phenomenon phase 
stems his seemingly iac 

adaisical attitude about - matters 
which usually occupy a perform- 
er’s most comsuming mental proe- 
esses. But Lewis never worries 


from 


about billing or advertising—being 
the draw he tightly assumes the 


management is mot going to sneak 
him inte town. Money matters are 
left to Sem Bramson of the Wil- 
liam Morris office. who personally 
goes beck with Lewis some 25 
years. The press generosity makes 
his pa Budd Granoffs chore a 
cinch and he’s the first to admit it. 
Lewis’ innate generosity in build- 
ing up talent makes him a paisy- 
walsy automatically intre-trade. 
This was the raison d'etre for the 
Friars’ unusually heart-warming 
testimonial dinner to him at the 
Waldorf-Astoria three years ago. 
Withim show business this was ac- 
cepted as one of the most genuin 

ly touching tributes from show biz 


to a show biz great. 
Lewis’ unique design for living 


resis well al] around. He did legits 
and pictures (Pox), he clicked on 
TV and, of course, was cradled in 
the trdditional buriesque ‘at 15 
and vaudeville. He doesn't want t 
break amy records at the Para- 
mount or the Roxy: he can't see 
himself deing a breakfast show ‘at 
i@ am. for layoff salesmen and 
sthoolkids playing hookey. which 
is am hour when he is just ebout 
ready to “cork off” after his night's 
work. 


Warned to Alter Diet. 
He Switches Medicos 


When medicos warned him to 
slow down on the cup that cheers 
he didn’t change his diet: he 
changed doctors. And made capi- 
tal thereof that “from where I'm 
Standing all I know is this—you 
see more old drunkards in these 
plush saloons than you see old 
— so how positive can they 

Underneath this avowed vaga- 
bondia is 2 realistic awareness that 
the business of being a professional 
fool brooks no foolishness. No 
matter the “maggoty™ feeling at 5 
the a. m. before, there is the in- 
temse business of new material, and 
that is a day-in-day-out job in any 
headliner’s career. Especially 
when it’s complicated by three dif- 
ferent radios attuned to three dif- 
ferent tracks or race results’ broad- 
casis. For Lewis knows that the 
rehearsed ad libs. and the leering 
or satirical lyricg that he brings 
to his business night after night. 
are as much his stock in trade as 
the tables, chairs. potables and edi- 
bles that the bistros provide the 
public. Lewis pays special mate 
rial writers like Eli Basse plenty 
for constantly replenishing the 
scripts. 

Like all who are exposed to the 
saloonatics that constitute occu- 
pational hazard to any establish- 
ment where the joy juice is a si- 
able commedity, Lewis has had his 
share of hecklers. He has his quota 
of toppers—“Madam. I don't both- 
er you when you're working at 
Macy's”: 
I saw three heels on a pair of 
shoes.” ete—but only rarely in- 
duiges in these bitter squeichers. 
He prefers to remember unre- 
hearsed ad libs that saved the day 
—0or nonplussed him. Such as in 
one Hollywood jeimt some years 
ago when they were sneaking a 
game and the Feds raided it. He 
quieted the plush audience, “Ig- 


' 


| Mohawk’.~ ; 
t 


ing retakes for ‘Drums Along the | 


These (Tee) Passionate Fans 

“But when they love you up, 
that’s really murder.” Lewis recalls 
in the case of a VIP, downfront 
party at Chicago's Chez Paree 
which kept punctuating his routine, | 
“We love you Joe.” and loud asides, 
“He's terrific, 2int he?” Not only 
were they enthusiastic but genu- 
inely nice folks who weren't 
sharpies: this was iheir way of 
expressing fraternal appreciation,” 
says Lewis. “The fact that i was 
lousing me never occurred to 
them When Lewis hit on th 
idea signaling for the spotlight 
om the, partys 2s 2 means to get 
across the idea they were becoming 
ted much the cynosure, at Lewis’ 
expense. this didnt phase the 
hearty host who bellowed at his 
party. “Stand up folks. we're hav- 
img our pictures taken!” That was 
the end. 

‘This is something of a2 relatively 
new and poisonous technique which 
2 couple of the Hollywood singing 
babes are accused of practicing 
especially when some new face or 
mewromer to Ciro’s or the Mo 
cambo looks especially good and 
threatens to get Hollywood atten- 
tion. The gals’ asides of “This 
girl is wonderful” and “How 
charming?” and “She's lovely: 
where's she been hiding?” are just 
heard enough around the ringside, 
and by the newcomer. to unnerve 
her. And how can she say “drop 


iinet 


~ 


of 


$ 


dead?” or “get lest™ or “why 
dont you keep your big mouths 
shut!” 


18 Weeks in Spring, 

Ditto in the Fall 
is said that Lewis, by phone. 
could raise 2 couple of million if he 
wanted to go into the racetrack. 
bistro, haberdashery or any other 
business. He is constantly propo 
sitioned te be benkrolled in cafes, 
restaurants, pubs. clubs and the 
like. but is happy in his duly ap 
pointed rounds of the country's 
major cities and clubs which are 
usually mear the respective racing 
seasoms at the tracks—“all this is 
purely coincidental and  well- 
planned.” says Lewis. 

Unlike the inauguration of 
mames into the Copa. which was 
somewhat by accident 13 years ago. 
when Lewis stayed 18 weeks that 
spring and returned for another 18 
weeks in the fall—a show biz ree- 
ord of some sort; 36 weeks in one 
saloon within the same year. not 
counting the owner-entertainers 


Te 
as 


like Eddie Davis‘or the late Jack 


White, Pat Harrington. Jackie Gle2- 
son & Co. at the lamented Club 18, 
on New York's West 52d Street— 
Lewis now plays more key cities. 
Heretofore it was limited to the 
Saratoga August racing season. 
Florida. Nevada. Chis Chez Paree. 


‘the Sunset Strip spots in Holly- 


or “that’s the first time; 


wood. and New York. but quicker 
turnovers in recent years have add- 
ed New Orleans. Dallas, Detroit, 
Pittsburgh and other keys. 

There are anecdotes galore about 
public entertainers who shun com- 
pany in private. Hildegarde can 
tame a lush on a cafe floor and 
is scared of the telephone. Lewis 
is remowned for his gregariousness 
but prefers head-to-head gin rum- 
my with a single pal at a time. 
as with Damon Runyon for a long 
stretch. Of the latter. Lewis once 
cracked, “If Damon knew when to 
break up his kings he'd never have 
to write or work for a living.” 

‘Pure Runyen’ 

Like many a Rumyonesque char- 
acter, Lewis does his good deeds 
in the dark. Champ Siegel opened 
a new bar opposite [jndy’s on 
Breadway and suddenly Seymour 
Weiss, the New Orleans hotelier. 
Sanchez. Arnstein, bistro bonifaces 
like Toots Shor and Monte Proser 
found themselves being steered in- 
to this pub which might be just an- 
other filling station on Broadway 
be was Lewis’ way of helping a 
pal. 

Or a chorus line and some 
musicians might be having lunch 
around the Ei Rancho Vegas pool 
and discover “somebody picked up 
your checks.” that somebody being 
Lewis. A fast man with a buck to 
his show biz confreres, he goes 
out of his way at competitive 
joints to spend some money at 
Proser’s or Eddie ‘Leon &) Davis.” 
literally looking .around for pais to 


This seeming benignity may be 
the evolution of that Prohibition 
era “accident” in Chicago when 
Lewis left the Green Mill for the 
opposition Rendezvous, hurting his 
former speakeasy proprietors ex- 
chequer to the degree that “Ma- 
chine-Gun” Jack McGurn’s torpe- 
does were enlisted It left Lewis 
im a throat-to-cheek slashed con- 
dition which at first looked fatal 
but patalyzed him physically. m- 
cluding his vocal chords. His physi- 
eal survival thus loomed pro- 
fessional suicide view his 
inarticulation. but after Al Jolson 
brought him to the Coast 2nd he 
recovered his speech. he was beck 
in high at the then famed Sunday 
night auditions at the old Troc2- 
dero. This was the springboard for 
many important Hollywood careers 
While recuping he saw McGurn at 
the track and. asked what he was 
gonna do about it Lewis laughed 
“I'll send him a nasty letter.” 

Prankster 
legends around Troc 
grew bevond proportions and for 
a time Lewis good copy 2s 
to his discoveries and proteges. Al- 
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Garland. George Raft. 
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connec- 


2 and Texas 


: ‘ 2nner in which 
Red. Buttons alumnus © 
bors#ht belt. personated 
Lewis on CBS-TV’s “S 
was what focused that [wor 
interest in Buttons. who no } 
his own show as a direct result 


Capping the gambling. drinking 
and practical jokestering pecadil- 
loes is his capacity for friendship 
which. some feel. almost figured as 
am unconscious factor in his abor- 
tive marriage adventure—ihe' lone 
try—with film player Martha Stew- 
art. who now has her own TV show. 


“These Two.” costarred with Pinky. 


Lee. The habits of a free soul who 
would rather gravitate with the 
mob as may be his mood may have 
figured importantly. 

Just as does his instinctive re- 
bellion at anything too ciosely 2p- 
proaching a script or libretto. He 
has had his share of Fox films and 
Broadway legit. When he did “The 
Lady Comes Across.” with the Eng- 
lish comedienne, Jessie Matthews. 
he sensed it wasn't long for the 
Broadway world. “it wasn't a bad 
play. just a bad theatre—the seats 
faced the stage.” observed Lewis. 


While still in New Haven he in- 
Strucied Abe Lastfogel to “book 
me out.” and while the William 
Morris Agency topper didn’t quite 
get it he did arrange for Lewis 


to’ double int. the Copa, selling 
the then bomiface. Monte Proser. 
that “the price is right: Lewis will 
double and do only one midnight 
show and youll get a new set of 
customers.” Thus was the Copa’s 
name-policy born. Lewis got good 
motices im “Lady.” but it folded 
suddenly and Lewis found himself 
doing three-a-night at the Copa 
insead of the post-midnight frolic. 


Pianist Austin Mack 


Tops as Cue-Thrower 
_ Austin Meck. who had the bend 
in the old Green Mill, went with 
Lewis as his pianist and is not 
only a perfect foil for Lewis. who 
calls him “the late George Apley” 
and other pleasantries buat who, 
when occasion warrants, as it will, 
is one of the greatest line-throwers 
when his star's Isrics become 
somewhat vague 2s the ~ maggoty™ 
mood overwhelm: Lewis. 
For all of Lewis’ nonchalance his 
$5,000 to $10.000 per week for 
40-45 weeks per annum puts him 


&- 





whom te send over 2 bottle of comfortably in the Fort ki 
wine as a means to leave 2 few league. Not for nought is he the 
bucks behind. The unostentation bookmakers’ delight although i< 
is renowned but not amonymous to isn't generally known, the same 
the hepsters. : frm friend, Dam Arnstein. his 
This live-and-let-live philosophy dome more than a thing or two 
would never give him occupational to insulate Lewis’ personal - ex- 
ulcers, because such nna chequer against too many ill winds. 
brooks no such disturbances. mPeay 
ulcer he did develop was the end-| _ The lack of ham in him: the 
result of too much of the fraternal | Py'c. Persueal relations: ¢ _ 
Tooled” the MD uy wining the sequed into the best plusheries in 
/milk with his favorite “sauce.” the top American resorts: his so- 


brushes with the tough Chi mobs 
just because he. a relatively lowly 
performer, enjoyed too sireng a 


personal draw which. when he 
jumped ovér to the eppoasition. ws; 
too much to cope with: his zthor- 
rence of anybody who is too clo<e 
2 student of the dollar: his - 
audience appeal to the class 2nd 
the mass trade. interspliced with 
his off-to-Buffalo siruggles z< a 


vaudeville two-act with Jehnny 
Black and his World War Il off-tc- 
Guinea—all these are natura! ce!- 
luloid materi2zi for the Jee 
Lewis biopic. 


Black Era in More Than One Way 
When and if it is dome—and 


— 
> 
— 


should be done—it will reprise. for 
example. how Biack. songsmith- 
pianist of the act. and he would 
scrounge meals in almost any town 
by “making like surveyors.” Says 
Lewis, “We'd time it around 
Thanksgiving. Easter. Christmas, 
Saturdays. 2nd the like. We'd set 


up a surveyors tripod and put a 
bead on this or that house, or the 
adjacent road. and sure eLouch 
we'd be asked for whom we were 
surveying. Johnny knew about the 
loca! railread lines or some iecal 
road improvement projects and the 
head of the house envisioved being 
bought out at a fancy profit because 
the new railroad. cr highway. or 
gas station chain operater. wanted 
the right of way. and of course 
we'd wind up being well fed 


How They Almost Got 
Killed in Montreal 


= 


Black. who composed “Dard:- 
nelia Paper Doll.” among other 
tumes, was a ladies’ man and ~“a!- 
most got both of us killed in Mon- 
trea! I'm reminded of this be- 
cause I just played Montreal. the 
first time in over 20 years. but Ill 
never forget the ‘Pretty Babys” and 

to hoc asides he was 


down-froznt, 
imat the two 
them were 
ey came back- 
manager. who 


stage 
threatened toe cancel us. but Black 
ad libbed that this was a ‘patter’ 
he always uses as counter-melocy 
to my song. The manager was skep- 


the 


tical and only when we promised 
to sing it for him—‘but first we 


gotta eat. well pass out on the 
stage if we dont have our dinner’ 
—did this appease the righteousir 
sensiiivé husbands and thai man- 
ager. who was also of French-Cz- 
nadian extraction amd knew the 
foursome as regulars of the the 
atre. We did go out to est and 
Black had to improvese a special 
patter for the manager's particular 
private audition er we'd have been 
cancelled in a season when we 
sure needed the work. Not to men- 
tion what the booking office in New 
York could do to us.” 


Broadway Meves Te Guinea 


When it was 2 question of exress 
weight in making the first USO- 
Camp Shows hep to New Guine2, 


Lewis decided hed ‘“cuit™ his 
clothes and other equipment. but 
he was not going to “cut™ his liq 


wor. He took more avoirdupois in 
Seotch than theatrical props 
and/or personal paraphernaliz. 
Lewis was a big welcome to the 
brass because of the liquid cargo 
as well as to the GIs hungry for 
entertainment. 

One CO admonished Lewis at 
one show to “stick on the back of 
this truck and dont ewer get off it 
as you perform for the men”™ It 
was some 20 miles quite close to the 
front and Lewis appreciated the 
caution because of personal safety, 
but when he found himself not ge‘ 
i any laughs throughout he 2!- 
most felt like jumping down ‘to 
working closer to the GIs in order 
to “get™ to them. The Special Serv- 
ices officer and the CO both re 
strained him and only then ex- 
plained that he was doing well: the 
boys enjoyed him a lot; this was 22 
evacuation station en route back 
to the Geld hospital. All the Gis 
had the mumps and couldnt laugh. 
And, of course. the contagion risk 
eaused the admonition fer Lewis 
to do his stuff from the truck. 
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Congratulations 


JOE E. LEWIS 


on vour 30th Anniversary 


in Show Business 


From All Your Friends at the 

















WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY | 








New York @ Chicago @ Beverly Hills @ London © Paris 
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! 
| . 
. I doff my hat to a great 
| guy. Joe E.... no matter 
what PLACE you SHOW, - 

| you always WIN, 
| : 
| 
Ted Lewis 




















Congratulations to 








To a Great Star and a Good Friend ) 


JOE E. LEWIS 














: ‘It has been a pleasure workifig with you 
JOE E. LEW S | through the years. 


; 
| 
' 


| | MICHAEL DURSO 


and his Copacabana Orchestra 


BEN MARDEN 

























TO JOE “EVERGLADES” LEWIS! 




















First Stanza 





As long as there will be a sky, 
A flaming sun, a moon on high, 


A world of people loving laughter, 


: “A POEM” BY HILDEGARDE, AND ANNA SOSENKO 


You'll make them laugh forever after. 


Second Stanza 











From “Sam you made the pants too long,” 
| In every line of every song, 
. You're wry, you're sly, so warm and witty, 
1 Why Dear JOE “E,” you're even pretty! 
L’Envoy 
Afterthought 





Whether east. or west. north, or dixie, 








You'll always be our Favorite Pixie! 










(All Rights Reserved by the “Authors” ? ? ? ?) 







From the girl who sings it... 






HILDEGARDE 


and the girl who wrote it... 






ANNA SOSENKO 





DARLING JE VOUS AIME BEAUCOUP”’ 




























To My Sweetheart 








Love 
Sophie Tucker 





























To a Great Fellow 





500 CLUB 
Atlantic City 





PAUL (SKINNY) D'AMATO 


® 
$$ 























To a Most Beloved Guy 


JOE E. LEWIS 


RALPH LOWE 
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To JOE E. 


My Pal and 
A Great Artist 


Dan Arnstein 
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- Congratulations Joe! 


JACK BENNY | | 





























Sincere 








|| Congratulations 


May the most you wish 
for he the least you get 


Jorge and Brownie. 








Seymour Weiss 














































































CONGRATULATIONS HEPES. 


on 30 years of top entertainment 


From one of the younger set 
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Congratulations 


NN eEEEEO0O07y_—GEeEyqyee—es 





Bob Hope 


J 





























30 YEARS — is that all? 
Many more! 


Jackie Miles 
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Congratulations 





Joe E. Lewis 


upon the anniversary of 
your 30th successful year 
in show business 


* 


Mert Wertheimer 


Riverside 


HOTEL - CASINO 
RENO, NEVADA 
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SITE ITO ETN EEL See BOERNE © mens 
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2 SPREE 














Known by 
the company 
it keeps 
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“He always gives a first-rate performance.” 


“And always serves Seagram’s V.O. to his friends.” 
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Seagrans VC) 


Canadian Whisky—a Blend... of rare selected whiskies 
THIS WHISKY IS SIX YEARS OLD—86.8 PROOF. SEAGRAM-DISTILLERS CORP., NEW YORK, N, Y. 


Seagram's 


* * 
CANADIAN WHISKY 


_ A BLEND 
OF Grae te.ecteo wr 


ent a 
An acenoeo vioeF 
On OF tre Canaan Govern” 
THis WitiSmy 15 Six YEARS OW 
08 Renoeo 2n0 eorneo oF 7h) 
Sey E Seacram € SONS OY 
ORO Canaoa Ontastad *™ 
a 06.8 pnoor seal 


“~e* 
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THE House OF SEAGRAM 
Extends Best Wishes to 


JOE E. LEWIS 































JOE E. LEWIS — 


AMERICA’S GREATEST ENTERTAINER 





He Breaks Fast ant sais 
Wins Going Awa 





FRANK L. ANDREWS 
President 


GENE VOIT 
General Manager 


HOTEL NEW YORKER, 34th St. at 8th Ave., New York 






































Congratulations 
TO OUR GOOD FRIEND 
With Thanks for All 
Those Wonderful Benefits JOE t L EWI ~ 
On August 17. : 








BETSEY and JOCK WHITNEY 7 FROM 


JERRY BRADY AND NATE HERZFELD 
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HARRY DELF 


JACQUES KOPFSTEIN 


EDDIE ELKINS 


EUGENE GREENHUT 


IRA STROUSE 
NICK MANOR 


JACK BREGMAN ° 
HARRY WEINSTEIN 


SID GARY 
HARRY SUBER 
FRANK ROSS 
JULES KURZMAN 
JOE PHILLIPS 
SID HALL 
IRVING CAESAR 
RAY BLOCH 
MYRON FIRKSER 
SID REIS 

DAVID S: STERN 
ABE MINES 

KEN KLING 
EDDIE HANLEY 
MAX ASNAS 
PHIL SPITALNY 
BERT FROHMAN 
JACKIE BRYCE 
GEORGE MEYER 
JESSE BLOCK 
FRED AHLERT™ 
DAVE LEVINE 
NAT LOW 





LOUIS A. SCHENFIELD 
MACE NEUFELD 

EDDIE CHESTER 

LOU LEVIN 

SAM WARD 

MILTON AGER 

JACK FELDMAN 

PITZY KATZ 

MURRAY KAUFMAN 
ARTHUR GOLDBERG 
PAUL GROSSINGER 
MILTON BLACKSTONE 
PVT. EDDIE FISHER 
JACK FRUMMER 

BEN BLOCK 

DR: S. L. MEYLACKSON 
SLAPSIE MAXIE ROSENBLOOM 
JACK LORD 

MILTON ALTMARK. 
LARRY BEST 

BOBBY RAMSEN 
MURRAY BAKER - 
CHESTER CONN 
MANIE SACKS 

MACK GOLDMAN. - 
RUBE BLOOM 

BEN BROCKMAN _ 
DR. GEORGE .H. SOLOMON 
SENIA GAMSA 

SIG SCHNARCH 
HARRY ADLER 





TO OUR BOY. 
TO OUR PRIOR 


All the Best That We 
FRIARS Can Wish to the 
NICEST GUY in the World. 


ROCCO VOCCO 
NAT DUNN 

FRED GAMSU 
IRVING BECKER 
PHILIP COHEN 

DR. BENJAMIN FREUDENFALL 
DR. MILTON REDER 
DICK HENRY 
MORTY CURTIS 
JIMMY MARK 
CHARLES RAPP 
ABE LASTFOGEL 


ALLEN HERMAN 
JERRY LESTER 
DUDLEY GILBERT 
ALBERT H. MOREHEAD 
HAROLD DENSEN 
AL NORMAN 

AL STEVENS 

AL K. HALL 

SAM D. LEWIS 
CHARLES HART 
MURRAY ROSE 
EMIL JARROW 


. DAVE STAMPER 


BEN PIERMONT 
SARRY SARANOFF 
JOE CAITS 

ALAN CORELLI 
EDDIE MILLER 


MAY YOU NEVER BE 
“OUT OF THE MONEY” 























eS Bn i Day SOE 
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Best wishes, you're swell, 
and we'll book you 
again and again 


Lo 


CONCORD HOTEL 


KIAMESHA, NEW YORK 

















“Zul Zine Mit Click” 


MARTHA RAYE 
my ever lovin’ 
NICK CONDOS 
with our daughter 


MELODYE 


“WE ALL SING YOUR PRAISES” 
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ALL OUR LOVE 























Baby and Toots 
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To Joe E | 
Best Wishes 


Phyllis and Abe Gottlieb 























Dear Joe E: TO A GUY 


If you were a girl, NAMED JOE 

you'd be my wife | 

—that’s how much | 
| love you. 


ROCCO VOCCO 
CHESTER CONN 
JACK BREGMAN 


eee Ces. 


Myron Cohen 
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| Joe: 
| To us, you've been a star 
for more than thirty years... 
and always will be. 
ail | | 
: | 
Edward J. Barred | 
Judge Abraham L. Marouity | 
| 
\ 
| | 
tt | . 


| 
| 
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to our pal, JOE E. LEWIS 


from the 


S | LVE R (like in your sterling performances) 


F R © . | . S (like in your rollicking, frolicking act) 
@ H | 4 A CG O (where we love ya!) 


400 North Wabash Avenue 
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Our Congratulations to 


JOE E. LEWIS. 





Congratulations 


who is thirty years young in a business 
in which he will never grow old. 











DANNY THOMAS 





BILLY GRAY 
PATTI MOORE 
BEN LESSY 
LARRY GREENE 
AUSTIN MACK 
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Best Wishes to Joe 





























| JULES PODELL 





COPACABANA, NEW YORK 
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To JOE E. LEWIS 


A Grand Person 
A Real Friend and 
A Great Humanitarian 

















Irving Geist 

















Best Wishes Joe E— 
Youre a swell guy 


Next to Joe E. Lewis 
I love Joe E. Lewis best. 


WILBUR CLARK ELI BASSE 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 





ree tw 
ES . 











ice 














Wednesday, April 1, 1958 
= ak 


oo 
























































Y 






HORSES LOVE HIM... 
PEOPLE LOVE HIM... 
| GOD LOVE HIM ON HIS 








30th ANNIVERSARY 


— with warmest personal 


regards from his pal, 


HY GINNIS 


TRADE WINDS 


865 N. Rush 
Street 








| g CHICAGO — . , Pin 
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be 


| am very proud of our happy association thru the many years. 


SAM BRAMSON 


Congratulations — 


PEGGY 
























Congratulations to 
7 | Cheers to a wonderful performer 


i ... but more important... 


Joe E. Lewis 


Cheers to a Great Human Being 











from 
FRANKIE 
and The 
TWO TOMS Judge Bernard A. Frank 
| Miami Beach, Fla. 
Chicago, Ill. 
































To— JOE E. | 


_ My wonderful friend 
Good Health, Good Luck © 
and Good Horses. 


Eddie Davis 
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To 


JOE E. LEWIS 


A Swell Guy 


and 


Our Good Friend 











ETTA ona SAM RUBY 
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JOE E. LEWIS 


on His 


30th Anniversary 


CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 


Roses to Our Boy 


- 
































Best Wishes ae Wo 


FRANK GALLOP 
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thank you, 
joe E. 


for all the help you gave me on my very first date in New York 


... at the Copa as a production singer back in °47. 
Your kindnesses on many occasions have probably long 
since been forgotten by you, but they will always be 


remembered: by me. 
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Realistic Stand on Foreign Vidpix 


Is Hwood AFL Bid for More Work' 





Holiywood, March 31. 

Hollyweed A.F.L. Film Council 
has decided to relax its former 
rigid policy against all vidpix pro- 
duced abroad and to adopt a more 
“realistic” stand. As a result a 
green light has been given to at 
least one telefilm series which will 
be shot in Europe, it’s reported 
here by Dolph Thomas, chairman | 
of the council's foreign production | 
committee. 

Thomas explained, “We shall ex- 
amine the circumstances of each 
individual case, and if there is a 
legitimate reason for use of a for- | 
eign locale, we will okay it. We | 
have adovted a more flexible and | 
realistic attitvde because we don’t 
want to injure producers who may 
already have commitments. We 
feel this svirit of mutual co-oper- 
ation will be~ advantageous to} 
American industry workers in the 
long run. Too tight a crackdown | 
might jeopardize jobs for our 
workers here. This attitude will | 
prevail so long as the producers co- | 
operate with us,” | 

He said that this. recognition of | 
realities has built up*a reservoir 
of good will, and it was already cer- 
tain more work for Hollywood la- 
bor would be the result. 





Council has okayed a PSI-TV 
series, “Tniernational Police,” 
with 13 of the vidpix to be shot 


here, and 13 in various European 
cities. Producer Bernard J. Prock- | 
tor has assured the council he 
plans to process, edit, score, dub 
and use special effects in Holly- 
weod despite the fact -he will be 
making half the series abroad. He | 
also intends to take key person- 
nel from this country to Europe. 


RKO Okays Teleblurbs 


Hollywood, March 31. 

RKO Pictures has joined the | 
teleblurb parade, permitting show- | 
ing of several film clips from 
iis upcoming “The Hitchhikers,” | 
made by Filmakers, to KNXT for 
“Hollywood Film Forecast,” seen | 


last week on the local channel. | 


Along with the clips were produc- | 


ers Ida Lupino and Collier Young, 
and stars Edmond O’Brien, Frank 
Lovejoy and William Tallman. 
William Cameron Menzies was 
moderator of the show © which | 
amounted to a half-hour trailer ior 
the film which opens locally soon. 


UTP’s ‘Lone Wolf, 





, might 


Chi Fire Doesn't Faze 
Sponsor; Puts Up 1006 
For Vidpix, Pitches Tent 


Chicago, March 31. ~ 
First prize in the Chi scavenger 


hunt for telepix goes to Bud Haus- | 


er, emcee-sponsor of WNBQ's 


| oeaee Marquee.” Hauser Nash 
| 


qualified by putting up the $100,- 
000 paid for the 18 pix to be shown 
on the auto dealer’s Saturday night 


| show. 


Deal was made with G. Bagnall 
& Associates, film distributors, for 
such Windy City first-runs as “Car- 
negie Hall” and De Mille’s “King 
of Kings” (which will be shown on 
Easter eve). 

Although the Hauser Nash folks 
have felt content as the 
new, owners of one of the coun- 
try’s largest telepix packages, Fri- 
day (27) found them the victims of 


' a $175,000 fire. It seems, however, 
i that it would take more than a 
fireman’s hose to dampen the spirit | 
| of Hauser, since the bankroller is | 
| determined to continue 


the TV 
shows. Regardless of whether or 


UIP 


5 


' 
i 


Wraps Up Full-Year Package 
: For New Video Market at 14¢ 





Liv Preps for Color 


| Ziv starts filming its programs in 
| black and white as well as color 
next week. Many telefilm firms 
have been shooting in color, as. 
against the day color television 
emerges, and running color prints 
| on television. Loss of picture 
| quality, Ziv says, dictates the 
double shooting. 

Shows to receive both black-and- 
white and coor treatment are 
“Favorite Story,” “The Cisco Kid,” 
and “Boston Blackie.” 


Desilu Hassle On 





' not the fear of a drop in sales or | 


‘Treasury Series 


Two top literary propertics last 
week were acquired for vidfilming 
next fall and both will go into 
syndication via United Television 
Programs. Gross-Krasne Produe- 
tions, a partner in UTP, has got- 
ten rights to the “Lone Wolf” mys- 
tery series, while Ben Frye’s Stu- | 
dio Films, another UTP partner, | 
got rights to the recently edited 
“Treasury of Great Reporting.” 

Gross-Krasne will start shooting | 
the first 26 in the fall, with a cast 
not yet set. Series, by Philo Vance, 


| was subject of a number of RKO 
piciures some years ago. Half-hour 


Procktor told the council he ex-| films will be budgeted at $18,500 


peets to bring at least two live) 
N. Y. shows to Hollywood for tele- | 
filming, Thomas said. 


Thomas and Council chief Roy | 
Brewer go to N. ¥. early in April} Snyder, from Simon & Shuster. 
prexy | Frye will shoot the series in Holly- | 


IATSE 
meet 


where 
Richard 


they and 


Walsh will with | 
cussion on the problem. “We hope | 
to impress upon them the impor- | 


each, 
Studio got the rights to “Treas- 
ury,” compiled three years ago by | 


| Richard S. Morris and Louis L. | 


wood, although previous Studio 


land. | 
Films will be sold in syndication 


‘the $100,000 
sponsible for the business-as-usual | 
' attitude 


invesiment is re- 


in the Houser ex-show- 
rooms, live aute blurbs wMl con- 


tinue to be telecast. A carny tent | i 
has been erected just for such | Authors League of America and | yary in jength, U 


purposes. 


SAG Pacts 60 
Teleblurb Prods. 


Hollywood, March 31. 
More than 60 teleblurb produc- 
ers have signed letters of adher- 
ence to the new Screen Actors 
Guild pact since the three-month 
strike of SAG against vidblurb 
producers ended a month ago, it’s 





reported here by John Dales, Jr., 
national exec secretary of the 
| guild. 


Ad agencies which have signed, 


agreeing to have filmed commer- | 
heads of the networks for a dis-| production has been done in Cleve- _cials for their clients made only by | 


producers who have inked with 
SAG, are J. Walter Thompson, 


tance of our request, and get CO-| pather than nationally to boost the | Young & Rubicam, BBD&O, Comp- 


operation from them so that pro- 
duction will be kept at home,” 
Thomas said. He added there will 
also be a discussion with Para- 
mount regarding the teevee series 
it’s shooting in England. 

Sheldon Reynolds, producer’ of 
“Foreign Intrigue,” which has 
been put on the unfair list be- 
cause ii’s suot in Europe, has re- 


qu.sted a conference with Brewer | 


and is expected here soon for the 
meeting. 


Hal Hackett’s OF 
Ton Exec Status 


Hal Heckett this week joined 
Official Films as executive vice 
presidert in an expansion move 
that will mork the telepix firm’s 
eniry inio live teevee packaging 
and producing and taping. of 
radio shows as well as expansion 
of current film production and 
distribution. 

The former MCA v.p. in charge 
of radio and television started 
with Official on Monday (30). He’s 





currently scanning the outfit’s cur- | 
rent operations and laying down | 


lans for the packaging operations. 

ackett hasn't set any properties 
yet for production. 

Entry of Hackett into the firm 
will fill the void left when Billy 
Goodheart, president of Officiol, 
retired to his farm last July be- 


cause of ill health. Goodheart, in- | 


cidentally, is due in New York this 
month for a checkup, at wh'ch 
time some decision presumably 
will be forthcoming as to his status. 
His visit will be timed to coincide 
with the semi-annual meeting of 
the board of directors of which Ike 
Levy is chairman. 

Firm is currently engaged in 
roduction on “Four Star Play- 
ouse,” on which Singer his re- 
newed as alternate-week sponsors 
on CBS-TV; “My Hero,” which 
Dunhill ciggies is moving into the 
Saturday 8 p.m. slot being vacated 
on NBC-TV by its “All Star Re- 
vue,” and “Terry and the Pirates,” 
which Canada Dry is spotting in 
over 50 markets. Official is also 
combining its musical vidpix lib- 
rary with other short subjects in 
its catalog as a special package. 


|/UTP catalog. UTP is current ly a | ton, Ruthrauff & Ryan, Biow, Ted 




















Hollywood Film Productions, Theo- 
dere Bliss Productions, Caseade, 
Jack Denove, Dudley TV, Five Star 
Productions, George Fox, Ozzie 
Glover, Hurrell Productions, Tom 
Kelley, Lou Lilly, Mercury Inter- 
national Pictures, New World, J. J. 
Parker Productions, Ray Patin, 
Pickwick Pictures, Quality Pic- 
tures, Elizabeth Raines; Roland 
Reed Enterprises, Roland Reed 


| syndication-only outfit, but..large | Bates, William Esty, McCamn- 
part of its catalog consists of sec- | Erickson, Sullivan, Stauffer, Gol- 
ond-run commodities. Outfit wanis | Well & Bayles, J. M. Mathes, Cecil 
to bring more originals into its | & Presbrey, Franklin Bruck, N. B. 
| library. | Ross, Ben Sackheim, Grey Ad 
| Agency, Al Paul Lefton and T. Rob- 
|ley Louttit. 
KLING SPREADS WING | Producers who have inked in- 
| clude American Film Producers, 
ON CHI VIDPIC BO | Leonard Anderson, Artists Manage- 
;ment Associates, Baldwin, Bowers 
Chicago, March 31. | & Strachan, Barry & Enright Pro- 
Kling Studios, Chi telepix pro- | duetions, Franklin Bruck Advertis- 
ducer, will introduce Windy City | M8, Clayton W. Cousens Produc- 
boxing to two new markets. “iox- | tions, Thomas- Craven Film Corp., 
ing From Rainbo,” Morday nicht | Shamus Culhane Productions, 
swats telecast on WBKB, has | Dowd, Redfield & Johnstone, El- 
{heen filmed by the producer and | liott, Unger & Elliott, Film Crea- 
| peddied in other areas. WCOV in | tions, Gray-O’Reilly, Lalley & Love, 
\Mentgomery, Ala., and WBRE-T'V | Maxon, Inc., Prockier Television 
serving the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre | Enterprises, Quality Bakers of 
(Pa.) distriets are the Iatest cus-| America, Sarra, Inc., Fletcher 
tomers for the telepix. eee an an ba ties. 
Kling has also invaded the west as 9., Winev Television 
‘with their “Old American Barn | Productions, all locaicd in N. Y. 
Dance” package. A natural for the | Atlas Film Corp., Chicago Film 
films were KGNC-TV in Amarillo, Studios, Francisco Films, Gal- 
Tex., KCSJ-IV of Pueblo, Colo,, | Pin iterurites Sone ne Kling 
: ’ eee - ses, Sarra, Inc., Tele- 
)and Colorado Springs’ KRDO-TYV. film Productions, Vogue-Wright 
Studios, Wilding Picture Produc- 
Set Production Reins tions, all in Chicago. 
‘ , bd 
On ‘Mark Twain’. Telepix 
Scripter-director team has been 
, set by Filmeraft Productions for its 
|uncoming Mark Twain series, based 
,oa works of the author acquired 
|from his estate. Novelist Robert 
| Nathan and playwright Siecfried 
iM. Herzig will script the: series, 


| while film producer-director-writer 
Irving Piche] will direct. Productions, Roland Reed T 
an ary rights ag pe of the | Screen Classics ‘Dean siguasie ad 
| author’s major works, 250 articles, | A , se 3 s 

gency, Al Simon, Song Ads, Switt- 


;2,500 published and» many unpub- Chapli Producti 
‘lished letters. Shooting starts im- |. 2°P0? uctions, Telefilm, 
{mediately on series. Signing of | [empkin-Plummer Assocjates, TV 


“ - : | Ads, TV Spots, Video Pictures 
| Pichel marks his first full-time TV | : Uy 3 aeaiy 
‘directing assignment. He recenily | VL... Norman Wright Productions, 





Arrow Productions, Bernard of | 


| finished “Martin Luther” in Ger- 
many, 





Tip Top Expands 

Tip Top Bread, now hitiing the 
kiddie market on WNBT, N. Y., 
| Mondays from 7 to 7:30 p.m. with 
“The Cisco Kid” film series last 
week (28) started sponsorship of 
another portion of “Cisco” on the 
same station on Saturdays, from 


| Philadelphia. 











* ‘Sheilah’s’ Shekels 


Hollywood, March 31. 
Writer Gabrielle Upton 
sold an original, “Sheilah,” to 
Meridian Pictures ior “Scilitz 
Playhouse of Siars,” and then 
landed the title rele. 
The pix-TV scribbier was 





} 10:30 to 11 a.m. 


formerly an actress. 


; all in LA, and De Frenes Company, | 


Hollywood, March 31. 
NLEB has ordered further hear- 
ings in the jurisdictional dispute 
|}about Desilu Productions, involv- 
|ing Sereen Writers Guild and the 


lthe Television Writers of Amer- 
|} ica. SWG has contended TWA is 
| company-dominated insofar as Des- 
'ilu is concerned, and _ therefore 


|not qualified to rep writers em- 


ployed by that company. 

At hearings which regional di- 
| rector Howard DeBaron will hold 
| here NLRB will look into charges 
|of SWG that TWA v.p. Jess Oppen- 
| heimer, a top exec of Desilu, gets 
| 20°C of the profits, and has almost 
| complete authority over hiring and 
|firing key personnel, including 
writers. SWG contends. Desilu's 
interests would be repped by Op- 
| penheimer at both sides of the bar- 
gaining table, and consequently 
asks that. TWA be denied a place 
on the ballet in any election held 
for jurisdiction of Desilu_ scrib- 
blers. 


WCBS-TV’S NEW BATCH 
OF PIX (TV ‘1ST RUNS’) 


WCBS-TV, N. Y., has signed a 
new first-run. (on television) pack- 
age of pictures from Tele-Pictures, 
Inc., a subsidiary of Robert Lip- 
pert Productions. The deal is for 
| 26 pictures, with the oldest a 1950 
release. Some of the strongest 
titles include “Stronghold,” star- 
ring Veronica Lake- and Zachary 
Scott, “Stolen Face,” with Paul 
Henreid and Lizabeth Scott, “Sav- 
age Drums,” with Sabu, and 
“Rocketship XM,” with Lloyd 
Bridges. 

The price is reported to be as 
high as WCBS-TV’s Republic deal 
last December, wigieh cost the key 
an estimated $200,000 for 104 
films. 

The new bateh of pictures, 
some of which Will not be re- 
leased to the siation until the end 
of the year, will be worked inte 
the “Early Show” and “Late 





| Show,” beginning May 1. 





Jessel’s Vidpic Israel 
Documentary for WOR-TV 


George Jessel may have already 
inked with ABC for bis exclusive 
| Services, but WOR-TV, N. Y,, will 
| have first crack at a show with 
‘him. It’s going to air his one- 
| reeler, “Adventure in Israel,” next 
| Saturday as a Passover presenta- 
| tion. 
| Documentary was made by Jes- 
sel and his daughter while on a 
trip to Israel last summer. It’s 


a plea for the United Jewish Ap- 
peal, 


DuPont Brokenshire 


Vidpic for 5 Markets 

E. I. duPont de Nemours & Co. 
has bought United Artists Tele- 
vision’s “Norman Brokenshire, the 
Handyman,” for five markets. 
Chemical outfit will sponsor the 
program four days weekly on 
WMAR-TV, Baltimore, and WBNS- 


TV, Columbus, and cross-the-board 
on KGUL-TV, Galveston; WCAU- 
TV, Philadelphia and WNAC-TV, 
Boston. 

Films were produced by Prince- 
ton Film Cenier, distributed by 
| UA-TV. BBD&O agented duPont. 











Scripts to NLRB 


* Following in the- footsteps of 
the package plan pioneered by 
Consolidated Television Sales 4 
couple of weeks ago. United Teje-. 
vision Programs is offering a pack. 
age of 390 half-hour shows to sta. 
tions In new markets at a minimum 
price af about $14,000. Plan ca)je 
for purchase of nine half-hour 
series, of varying length, totallins 
390 half-hours, with proviso that 
entire package must be- played off 
in one year. 
| . With price varying with size of 
|the market, average half-hour 
show will cost smaller stations 
$36.50 per half-hour. Series jn. 
cludes “Heart of the City” (pig 
Town” re-runs), “Royal Playhouse * 
(“Fireside Theatre”. re-runs) 
“Counterpoint” (second runs of 
“Rebound”!, “Dick Tracy,” ‘Old 
, American Barn Dance,” ‘Hank Mc. 

Cune Show.” “Hollywood Offbeat” 
“Sleepy Joe” and “Enchanted 
Music.” 

Package is similar to Consolidat- 
ed’s in that there’s a flat rate for 
the one-year deal, but differs in 
that all UTP shows are half-hour 
segments whereas Consolidated's 
TP is pushing the 
package as a “made exelusively 
for TV” buy at a pre-hour price 
; comparing favorably to that of old 
| feature films. 








Ca ne 


WABC-TV Sets 


| 


— Kidilm Block 


| With setting of “Superman” on 
WABC-TV, N. Y., this week by 


Kellogg, ABC's flagship now,has a 
solid cross-the-board kiddie block 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. “Superman” 
vidpic wil run 52 weeks in the 
Wednesday 6:15-6:45 slot. 

Block tees off at 6 with “Rootie 
Kazootie,” which is sponsored four 
times weekly with deal pending 
for remaining open day. Airline 
Foods, Gordon Baking Co. and 
Weston Biseuit Co. bankroll al! 
but Monday. “Superman” has 
Kellogg bankrolling on Wednes- 
days, while other sponsored slot in 
the 6:15 time is “Range Riders” on 
Thursdays, with Chuckles Candy 
backing. “Bar 7 Ranch,” still sus- 
taining, will run Mondays, Tues- 
days and Fridays. 

Slot from 6:45 to 7:15 is all sus- 
taining, with “Buck Rogers,” “Tim 


Tyler,” “Don Winslow,” “Flash 
Gordon” and ‘Ace Drummond” 
running in that order. “Lash of 


the West,” also sustaining, runs 
cross-the-board from- 7:15 to 17:30. 

Most of programs are vidpix. 
“Superman” is distributed: by Mo- 
tion Pictures for Television, as are 
most of the others. “Lash” was 
bought from Guild Films, which is 
under contract to produce more of 
the westerns. All but “Rootie,” 
which is live, have been added in 


the past five weeks, supplanting 
previously programmed feature 
film show. 





SINGER GOES FOR 
FULL “4-STAR RIDE’ 


As anticipated, the Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Co. has picked up the 
weekly tab for its “Four Star Play- 
house,” dramatic telefilm series 
now seen on CBS-TV alternate 
Thursdays from 8:30 to 9 p.m. Old 
Gold had bid for the time, but 
Singer found the additional dough 
to hike its advertising budget (an 
added $750,000 for time alone). 

The Singer weekly sponsorship, 
for 52 weeks, starts Sept. 24. “Four 
Star” has been alternating with 
“Amos 'n’ Andy,” but latter is be- 
ing dropped by Blatz beer. 


Edmond O’Brien Host 
In New 5G Telefilms 


Screen Gems, Inc., has gone into 

| production with a new telefilm se- 
ries, “The Law Strikes Back,” with 
‘Edmond O'Brien as host and narra- 
\ tor. 
| First program is “The Last 30 
Minutes,” and stars Arthur Franz, 
| Martha Vickers, George Macready, 
| Eve Miller and Kyle James. Mich- 
‘ael Kraike produces and Ted Post 
| directs. 

| Each programn in series, soon 
available for audition, will have dif- 
jferent story, locale and stars. 
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of emai , 
: 4's ‘Kukla, Fran and Lil? | Blatz Cancellation May Cue A&A’ 
a 
“ke 4 
ta- Influence of television on the Hollywood pix studios is so pro- . » * ° 
: ned nthe a, agi Con eat Ru TV Demise; Alive & m Ra 
lis Tilistrom, creator of the “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” show, and NBC- 9 
ur TV are reportedly in the process of appraising the click pic's 
ng “format” in terms of passible legal redress. : a + Unless CBS succeeds in latch- 
vat The Metro earnival story draws heavily on the “Kukla” method -By GEORGE ROSEN d ing on to @ new sponsor, the TV 
= of puppet presentation, even down to the play on the TV show's Tl stwhil ia Delined Dead En version of “Amos ‘n’ Andy,” which 
names and projection ef the puppets. As one NBC exec put it: ; me erstwal ‘I creative facto ams The local public-service Sun- | Blatz Beer is dropping at the end 
of “Sometimes you don't knew where ‘Kukla’ ends off and ‘Lili’ ed e + 6 ll een Who are now day shows featuring news- | of the current cycle, will fade off 
yur begins.’ =< re rrentel to status of media and worthy prominent figures in the video airlanes. Thus, after a 
Pity Web legalities are of the opinion that Metro trespassed too ~ ge execs are apparently in New York City, such as “Let's two-season ride, TV will register 
ine deeply into forbidden territory and are mulling the possibility of ant ° Le ge this _week of Find Out” on WCBS. “Be- | one of its alltime major casualities 
Big doing something about it. ; : ae —" as radio-TV direc-| tveen the Lines” on WNBT | in the radio-to-video transition of 
7 Film drew favorable reviews and is doing big business. or of the Dancer, Fitzgerald,| 214 “Citizens Searchlight” on | stellar properties. 
is), at ——— Sample agency (see separate WNBC, are having trouble. As radio personalities, “Amos ‘n’ 
d a , uve 7 eade as : _ for the same people, such as €haries Correll) have: one of the 
3 Insurance Firms Shy Away From = [ise s'3eme Stnaticam,| GE Pe ee oes ae 
it.” highlights a growing unrest and) doiph Halley and Rep. Frank- | rds in broadcasting annals. One 
hee e e e disquietude among key agency! jin D. Roosevelt, Jr. It’s strict- | of the first network shows to hit 
* J ’ 4 executives whe, by virtue of the| 1. 3 limited cuffo guest mar- | the bigtime, A & A as a radio com- 
lat. ors ns |) 1es business only” status to which| 4 ponent are going: sirong, continu- 
for most agencies are reduced today, . <amee | ing to hit the Sunday night CBS 
in : et find themselves getting lost in the rating jackpet ‘although Gosden 
our Rapid mushrooming of = a | — agen “ . time — - i L 9 ‘N § 9 T and Correil have indicated that 
“d's jsion industry an ~ Masel production picture is mush- they may retire at season’s close). 
the gether with the advent of vidpix, Doller Trouble rooming into new approaches and ux $ 0 ap 0 It’s ple at that when CBS 
ely has cued major imsurance com- _ There’s a spare dollar float- | techniques. board chairman William S. Paley 
‘ice panies to reappraise the entire ing around NBC radio offices. Even at risk ef gambling in| engineered his now-famous $2,000,- 
old field of “errors and omissions” in- It was given by Peg and Wal- 


k 


suranee, covering libel, invasion of 


ter McGraw, documenters of 


finding their proper niche in the 


Ford on Yielding 


000 capital gains coup te wooing 


. + TV production sweepstakes, as in A & A over from NBC a few years 
privacy and ifterary and title The Challenge of the Prisons’ the case of Samish (who is pres- back, one of the major subsidiary 
rights. program, to Gov. Mennen iently without portfolio), the intents envisioned the transition to 


What they've seen has disturbed 
them to the extent that all but one 
major company has withdrawn 
frem the highly specialized field, 
and that company is im the process 
ef raising its rates as much as 
400% for certain types of shows. 

Only reassuring factors in the 





(Seapy) Williams of Michigan 
for a release on some record- 
ings for the show. The gov- 
ernor thought the bill trouble 
to income-account, so he re- 
turned it to NBC. 

Jack Cleary, NBC radio pro- 
gram- manager, sent the dollar 











agency boys who onee played key 


roles in solidfying broadcasting’s, 


stature as a show biz medium but 
whose activities are now confined 
to buying outside packages (mostly 
from networks) and taking or- 
ders for station time, want to get 





Time for Jubilee 


Ford. which had planned a mam- 
moth 50th anni radio-TV jubilee 
for Monday, June 15, has skidd-:d 
on a cake of Lux soap. 





video, using different characters for 
the A & A and Kingfish portrayals. 
TV version as such has-had a $40,- 
000 weekly talent-production tab, 
but hasn't figured in the bigtime 
|rating payoff. 














} c . Ber . back into the production swim The motor company had ia mind, 
7 entire picture, according to =| te Hollywood for use on a quiz Jrather than face a “what-ever-| for saturation effect, two hours 
by nard W. Levmore, consultant and show, but Harry Bubeck, Hol- / happened to — —?” oblivion. ‘9 to 11 p.m.) on both NBC-TV and owar 
aS a insurance specialist for some ef| lywood program director, re- As in the case of Samish and| CBS-TV and one hour ‘9 to 10 
iock the top telepix firms, are the fact} turned it with thanks. Meade (who exited Y & R to stake| p.m.) on CBS Radio. The radio “ - 
an” that there still remains ome do- The dollar now rests on /his future in- the more creative | time belongs to “Lux Radio Thea- 
the mestic underwriter, and also that} Cleary’s desk, and he’s up @ | facets of TV writing), it’s no se-| tre,” which is one of the rating mg lll 
Lievds of — is a yst known cng ee belongs to NBC, na cret that other key agency op-| leaders. 
otie te have poste a rate increase. the okkeeping to return i erators who once enjoyed topdog : 1e] th ine ‘ 
four Latter, through its considerable in- will cost more than it’s worth. status in molding the bigtime en- Bs ng g egy any oe seer tiara CBS FA ay Se Bie aida 
ling fluence in the American market =| tries on the networks are unhappy | almost two decades), is staying on | after nine years when his contract 
line and its availability eran . over their lot in the agencies, now |the air for the summer. Lever | runs ‘out in August of next yeer. 
= and promncere, 3 I that the networks (and a few out-)| Bros. reluctant to relinquish the | Negotiations for a new term deal 
_ ton for the ong ; a rates! ac side package operations) dominate | time anyway, also felt regular | collapsed when Howard held out for 
om pany wren relia A cer y mit the TV — and radio — program- | jisteners might think the Lux show | outside picture work. Network de- 
rea stem from a number of factors, ac- ming field. 9 | was off for the summer if the spe- | manded exclusivity and was will- 
Bea cording to Levmore. One is a re- Only a bare handful of* radio} cial Ford show interrupted the | ing to pay the creative producer 
yw cent rash of invasion of privacy p and TV shows come out of the! <chedule more than $1,000,000 ov 
indy and literary rights suits that’s ex- | agencies today. The emergence of | >< c tei r | af we wl nara ee ee 
SUS- pected to cost the underwriters mil- | vidpix as a major commercial | So Lux has refused to give up | 0 He — ” ' ‘ aoe 
ues- lions and has been responsible for component in TV (‘in most cases | its time. This, in addition to some oward Has asked for his release 
ivi ins fit out of : . ; “eh | trouble over clearing peak number | so he can bargain with other net- 
a — “7 pacer Se eee An the product of outside indie pro-| of tele stations, decided Ford to | works. He conferred with NBC's 
sus- ae errors and omissions field, ’ . w ’t ex- Hie hay ’ . 7 ai : ‘ ‘ 
Tim other is the advent of vidpix, with a ‘s aiaties aeaed’ aibian | relinquish its Monday plan. Now it | program chief, Charles Barry, and 
lash their second-runs and “future ex- With only a few weeks remain- th y bn ‘y director's life a hap-|i% Shopping around fer, another | was to meet with ABC prexy Rob- 
ond” ploitation” potentials. In the case ing to the annual May running of vd ‘a : I evening time period, probably | ert Kintner before his return east. 
h of of the latter, the underwriters fear | the Kentucky Derby, CBS-TV is ” Genes was one of the initial | Wednesday, June 17. SanES Unewre aeneses, worennges 
runs that replay of the pix in lecal areas still without a sponsor for the turf proponents of TV programming The Ford anniversary show, with | ane procnees 87. Howard - wer, 
7:30. at later dates may invalidate all | Classic. Last year the network suc- vin ile Today D-F-S has one of | New York and Hollywood origina- | Ftiend Irma,” “Life With Luigi” 
ipix. protection afforded by the statutes | ceeded in snaring a Gillette spon- ‘ee tenho staiese in vidpix repre- | tions, is a whopping-budget high- and the upcoming “That's My Boy. 
Mo- of limitations in the states where | S°rship. On that eccasion the tab jot my multi-million dollar bill- | class affair. Frederick Lewis Allen, 
} are the programs first originated. for the half-hour TV (plus radio) ings annually, But there are | the historian and editor, is writing SAMISH RESIGNS AS 
nee As an example of what's worry- me Ry — also in- enough shows in the can to see | the script, and wo mayest " 
th is “anti A S- Hi . i 54. | producing. Bing Crosby and Ethe 
of ramen eee | pels season CBS has upped the |For says’ playing the gincrummy | Merman are slated to. be the} — D-F-SRADIO-TV HEAD 
tie,” OO, imei SIRS. | wircnit. that’s okay master and mistress of ceremonies. ; 
d in Gillette has turned it down, feel- circuit, that's okay. But for the hep >roiec 7o-hour show repre- Adrian Samish has resigned, 8s 
iting Vahis to ing it’s too much of a rap for sueh | S20wmen with a yen to get back! I er iy gel pall tt of today (Wed.), as radio-televi- 
= : ; ti i -| sents one 0 ‘ ‘ : er-Fi 
ture e & quickie attraction. Instead the | into the production swim, regard- | sen ‘takings in the brief his- | 0" director of Dancer-Fitzgerald 
: less of income, it doesn't make | tele undertakings in t Sample agency, after six years in 
razor company has negotiated for | ®' . ; . ; Used to de- | 2™P y, = 
* q . ( ae 2 
‘ . { k : sense. _tory of the industry. Used to the post. He will be succeeded by 
a race series pickup on NBC-TV scribe the evant will be a visual | 4) xobaker, who headed up the 
ef and ABC radio. , : history of the country as it paral- | Goo office for D-F-S. 
It’s doubtful that Columbia will ‘leled the growth of the Ford and Semtehhs vothkesdien hens fem 
telecast the event on a ststaining sage iF te ng ~ gp Pe. 8 resignatic , 
: : ‘ : _ the automotive industry in general. | differences of opinion on radio- 
DE’ Maurice Evans will make his dra- | basis. But it’s saddled with a long- e | Indications of the budget that’s 


matic television debut in a special 





term contract for the Derby event 

















| being shelled out lies in the fact 








tele policy of the agency, plus a 











two-l ae " * | desire to return to the “creative” 
ah Hallmark, ‘a NOCTY en, pr hng tp Aanag ene — wa * | that yt ng hn gen B genre _aspect of broadcasting-telecasting. 
Stay. April 26, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. | has the World Series, Army-Navy W in foe wg reece 
notes The play, to be done in Victorian | game, grabbed off the NCAA grid Plans have not been finalized as | ABC Radio Bid 
aaron dress as was the City Center pro- | series last season, etc. , ‘te initial | y h ideas have in 
duction of “Love's Labour Lost.” US. Steel may make its initial | yet, although some 
_ Old will co-star Ruth Chatterton as the splurge in TV in the fall. Company | been settled. Foremost among the For Peggy Lee Stanza 
but Queen, Sarah Churchill as Ophelia ED BYRON BOYHOOD execs and BBD&O, agency on the | novelties in the presentation will : 
jough and Barty Jones as Pol Sr ' | account. are currently sifting as-' lie in the fact that there will be; ABC has approached sit.ger Peg- 
_—_ Albert McCle : ai oo rat pects of the video bow and it's! no commercials as such. The only | gy Lee to do a four-a-week 15-min- 
ue Halimark Hall .P rector t SERIES FOR NBC-TV anticipated that the steel company time Ford will get a mention is ute musical stint on its radio net, 
rship, series, will be pnd mee are Ed By tl will embrace the medium under | as it relates to the growth and | Talks are currently being held with 
~ ar and director. The Bard's pe first | from os sadlat'Y anena — _ ambitious auspices. ae | history of the U. S. General ote Corp., which repre- 
| E time on TV. w ; igs U.S. Steel's long career in radio | sents the singer. 
s be Mildred! Freed Alberg and. Toin | ney” package, which was one of | has been an impressive, expensive no wae DTTAT CATES Program would toe off late this 
Hughes Sand. the ] nal “y da ies Paar Mb one, with accent on major league $ spring and would run through the 
kine ae “s t= 45 | showmanship in the pop idom rath- summer. If sold, it would be a per- 
| for NBC th ete i th og er than public service m- POLICY ON DIXON manent airer on the web. 
ilms No TV for Indpls. Race the lead ‘role. “= “y penany ee y pes the =o a Ma DuMont is developing a scheme ’ ; 
e into Indianapolis, March 31 Series is built around Byron's ate that the any | Whereby it will sell the first half+ ABC s 141G 52 Loss 
m se- The 500-mile a to : early boyhood and the emigrating Expectations are fl - aa 4 hour of its daytime “Paul Dixon 
with on May 30 at the Tndtaneeans | of an Irish family to America, As {| ™4¥ latch on to a topflight drama | cr ona co-op basis while re-| ABC financial report, issued 
narra- Speedway will not go on televinion. [Such it will be something ip the | Vehicle as its TV counterpart, — | oe “the last half-hour for na- | simultaneously last week with that 
satd Wilbur Shaw. yond ante : neared nature of an “I Remember Papa” : tional sponsorship.’ Cross-the-| of United Paramount Theatres, 
ist 30 ager. However, all five Indianap- | S¢Ties. . Emerson Foote Citation boarder, sold currently in 10-min- | showed a loss of $141,725 for 1952. 
franz, olis radio stations will ca 4 For his aid to the American Can- | ute segments, has three national | Report was the last ABC will ever 
ready, tinuous start-to-finish red ae ae Minute Maid’s TV Buy cer Society, Emerson Foote, execu- | sponsors at present. issue, since future reports will 
Mich- the event. ee Minute Maid, thro Ted Bates | tive veepee of McCann-Erickson, When nationally-sponsored half-| come under AB-PT banner. _ 
| Post The event will be sponsored by | agency, buys into NBC-TV’s Gabby | Inc., last Sunday (29) reeeived the | hour is sold out, network would Company showed an operating 
he Indiana Ford Deal A Hayes 5:15-5:30 stri nsoring|15 annual Clement Cleveland | retrieve co-op strips for network | profit of $232,127, but interest and 
soon and all stations will carry identiesl Thursdays beginning June 11. medal. | sponsors should there be any bid-| taxes turned net to a loss. Total 
ve dif- Pregrams, and this also will be fed | ‘Sale leaves Tuesday open, with} It’s the highest honor to go to ders. Move marks the first co-op | billings amounted to $56.803,508, 
| to a network ef stations outside the | Quaker Oats on Mondays and Fri-| a lay person for “outstanding work | for the net beyond its boxing and less discounts (not including agen- 
“ty who sign up for the service. ‘days and Wednesdays co-op. in the campaign to control cancer.” | wrestling shows. | cies’) and rebates. 
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57 Banner Year for TV Networks, 
But Profits Are Lower Than Radio; 





16 Stations Pass Million Net Mark 





_” = > 


Washington, March 31. ¢ 


As was to be expected, in view of 
the growth of its audience, the tele- 
vision broadcasting industry had 
its biggest year in 1952, with rev- 
enue up 43% from 1951 and profits 
(before taxes) 31% greater. It was 
the second year in which the in- 
dustry, as a whole, operated in the 
black. 

The increase in business roughly 
paralleled the gain in the number 
of viewers, as measured by sale of 
sets and geographical expansion of 
network coverage. There were 
about 6,000,000 sets sold in 1952 
which raised the number in use by 


Scotti Gets ‘Luigi Role 
Hollywood, March 31. 

Vito Scotti, former stage actor 
now playing character parts in pic- 
tures, has been picked by Harry 
Ackerman, CBS-TV veepee, for the 
title roe in the comedy series, 
“Life With Luigi,” formerly played 
by J. Carrol Naish. 

Romo Vincent, nitery comic, | 
auditioned for the part of Pas-| 





; 
' 





* 
about one-third. L B Wilson In 
The coaxial cable was also ex- * ® 


panded to bring more areas within 
the network orbit. As a comse- 
quence, the percentage gain in the 





volume of business done by the 
webs was substantially greater than 
that by the overall industry. 


The importance of the networks | 


in TV broadcasting was accentu- 
ated in 1952, with the webs (includ- 


4 e 2 
Miami TV Race 
Miami, March 30. 


telecast on available Channel 10 
here was disclosed this week with 





ing their owned and operated sta- 
tions) accounting for 57% of the 
total industry volume. Their share 
in 1951 was 54.4%. 
Total revenues of the — 
ording to preliminary estimates 
ong the SECC. were $336,300,000 
while profits amounted to $54,500.- 
000. Revenues, as compiled by FCC 
from financial reports submitted by 
all networks and stations, are 
based on salé of time, talent and 
program material to advertisers. 
50% Gain in Network Revenue 
Network revenue for 1952 to- 
taled $191,900,000, or a gain ot 
almost 50° over the previous year 
However, because of proportion- 
ately greater operating costs in 
1952, profits of the webs were only 
$9,000,000 as compared to $11,000,- 
000 in 1951. : 
Despite the big increase in TV 
volume, the webs made less money 
last year from video than from 
radio, revenues of which dropped. 
Web profits from AM operations 
in 1952 totaled $11,200,000 for a 
gain of about 18%. This was in 
contrast to 1951 when TV profits 
of the networks for the first time 
exceeded those from radio. 
The explanation was shown in 
the FCC figures. 
nues of the nets dropped only 
$1,900,000 last year (from $99,000,- 
000 in 1951), there was a decline 
of $3,600,000 in AM operating ex- 
penses (from $89,500,000 in 1951). 
Despite the substantial increase 


O'Neil Dickering 
WLAW Mass. Buy 


Tom O’Neil’s General Teleradio 
is dickering to purchase WLAW, 
50,000-watter in Lawrence, Mass., 
to add to its Yankee network. Nego- 
tiations are still in the early stages, 
and being handled by Teleradio’s 
Boston reps. 

Teleradio has been after _the 
property on and off for some time. 
Negotiations couple of years ago 
fell through after nearly being con- 
summated. Teleradio owns WNAC 
in Boston, which is a 5,000-waiter. 
Addition of WLAW would give it 
top New England coverage. Mutual 
Broadcasting 
Teleradio, currently has a Law- 
rence affiliate, the 250-watt WLLH, 
but if sale of WLAW goes through, 
WLLH presumably would switch 
affiliation to ABC; which currently 
is repped by WLAW, while the lat- 
ter would come under the Mutual 
banner. 


_ WPTZ’s Esso Sho 


Philadelphia, March 31. 

Esse Reporter, for years one of 
radio's best known news programs, 
becemes a nightly TV feature on 
WPTZ, starting April 6. 
Dick McCutcheon, ABC news 

. has been signed as 
pews editor by WPTZ and will be 
seen nightly on WPTZ 
Esso” show. B. Calvin og will 
be producer-director and Ernie 
WCAU news editor, 
stafl as writer and 
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While AM reve-| 


ystem, controlled by 


| Company has opened offices in 


Miami Beach and joins AM sta- 
tions WGBS-(CBS), owned by 
George B. Storer chain; WKAT- 


ding for the FCC nod. 

Two other standard frequency 
channels here are Channel 4, with 
WTVJ already in operation on that 
lane. Applicants for Channel 7 in- 
clude Biscayne Television Corp., 
the Niles Trammel-Miami Herald 
Daily News combo; the East Coast 
Television Corp.; local resident 
Jack C. Stein and a Davenport, 
Ohio group. 

Channel 2 has been reserved for 
educational purposes with strong 
confroversy raging among civic 
groups on practicality of County 
School Board operating the station 
proposed, or raising private funds 
via donation for same. 

Ultra High Frequency channels 
are two, with only applicants thus 


Miami, a New York group seeking 
Channel 33 and Suncoast Broad- 


indie WMIE-AM 
Channel 27. 


ABC’S FRISCO CENTER 
TO COST $1,500,000 


San Francisco, March 31. 

Construction of a new ABC Ra- 
dio-TV Center will start in down- 
town San Francisco within 60 days, 
ABC president Robert Kintner an- 
nounced last week. Kintner, tour- 
ing web’s Coast facilities with other 
top ABC brass, said the center, 
which will house KGO, KGO-TV 
and the web’s Western Division, 
will cost $1,500,000. 

Center will be housed in ABC’s 
four-story building, purchased in 
1951. Building will undergo altera- 
tions and reconstruction to make 
room -for eight studiés, control fa- 
cilities and office space. 


Lotsa Horse Racing 
On Tap for ABC Radio 


ABC radio is supplementing its 
schedule of 10 key horseraces 
sponsored by Gillette with another 
10 on a sustaining basis that will 
give it a full Saturday afternoon 
turf scheduie that will start next 
week and run through August 15. 
In addition, ii has set races from 
September ti:rough November. 

Series wal be built around the 
Gillette schedule, starting April 4. 
laying off frum April 18 to June 
20, while the Gillette series is on, 
then resuming June 27 and rur- 
ning till Aug. 15. After a three- 
week layoff, series returns till Nov. 
14. Jack McCarthy will handle 
sportscasting. Series bows with the 
running of the Excelsior Handicap 
from Jamaica. 


applying for 











Prep Jostyn Series 

Two radio audition shows have 
been cut for a new cross-the-board 
suspense series created and pack- 
aged by Alan Sands and starring 
Jay Jostyn, ex-“Mr. D.A.” 

Teledition scripts for twice week- 
ly 15-minute program are being 
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written by Sands and Ellie Tarshis. 


‘Cleve. AM-TVers 
Score News Beat | 
On Train Wreck 


quale. | 


(MBS) and indie WFEC in the bid- | 


far Television Corp. of Greater | 


casting Corp. which operates local | 


81.Cities Now on Cable 


Bridgeport and Sioux City were 
added to the coaxial cabie this 
week, bringing the total number 
of interconnected cities to 81 and 
total number of stations served to 
126, A. T. & T. Long Lines Dept. 
announced. ; 

Stations are WICC-TV in Bridge- 
port, which is fed from the New 
York-Bosten route, and KVTV in 
Sioux City, which taps its feeds 
from the transcortinental system 
at Omaha. 





How They re Rated & What They Cost 


American Research Bureau rating figures for March, '53, project 
against 


NBC-TV into the top 25 lead with 14 entries as 


1l for 


CBS-TV. As usual, it’s “Lucy” and Godfrey in the No. 1 and No. 2 
spots, with Groucho Marx’s “You Bet Your Life” moving into third 


position and ; 
dropping to sixth position. 
Lineup follows: 





Cleveland. March 31. 
Quick action and long hours 
without sleep by the WTAM-WNBK 


{news staff in Cleveland enabled 


NBC. locally and nationally, to get 
a real beat on the March 27 wreck 
of three N. Y. Central trains near 
/Cenneaut, O. 


First news of the wreck came to | 
Fourth application for permit to | news editor Edward Killeen shortly 


before 11 p. m. After alerting 
NBC's Cleveland-based TV news- 


filing before FCC by L. B. Wilson, | reel cameraman Bob Biair, Killeen 
operator of WCKY-AM, Cincinnati. | wrote a bulletin for Cleveland NBC 


radio and TV. At the same time, 
Kilieen informed Edward Wallace. 
director of News and special events 
for WTAM-WNBK, who called staff- 
ers Sanford Markey and Neil Flan- 
|agan, both of whom had already 
worked eight hours Friday. 
Another call went to Engineer 
Wilbur Kost at home. He was 
alerted to ready for a flying trip 
to Conneaut. Markey, in his own 
car and equipped with “minitape,” 
and Flanagan and Kost in NBC’s 
mobile unit, raced to the scene for 
the nation’s first on-the-spot reports 
of the tragedy. Runners for Mar- 
key and Flanagan were TV 
|WNBK’s staffers Charles Dargan 
and James Bell. 
| In less than two hours, Cleveland 
NBC, radio-TV, was at the wreck, 
more than 70 miles from Cleve- 
|land. Caméraman Blair, first ar- 
|rival, shot several hundred feet of 
| night film. 
Difficult technical problems stood 
‘in the way of getting Blair’s film 
|}on NBC Saturday afternoon. Wal- 
lace, back in Cleveland. called lab 
personnel to process Blair’s film 
| when he arrived. Again someone 
Ri roused from bed. WNBK’s 





film director Albert O’Deal was 
also routed from bed to handle the 
| tedious, exacting job of cutting 
‘and splicing Blair’s film. 
| This done, a four-minute special 
| telecast was written by news edi- 
| tor Windsor Smith and sent to the 
}fuli NBC-TV network. 
| On the radio side, Markey with 
portable minitape, and Bell serv- 
ing as runner, covered the wreck 
scene itself, about a mile and a 
half from paved roads and quarter 
to a half mile from either of two 
mud roads made completely im- 
passable by steady rains. 
Flanagan, engineer Kost and Dar- 
gan took recording equipment to 
‘Brown Memorial Hospital in Con- 
neaut, closest hospital to the 
wreck. There, in hallways, emer- 
gency.rooms and wherever there 
was room, recording of nurses, sur- 
vivors, Red Cross officials and vol- 
unteer rescue workers were taped. 
Between them, Flanagan and Mar- 
key taped enough on-the-spot mate- 
| rial to provide the web with a two- 
minute feed at 8 a. m. Saturday. 
A similar feed for a locally pro- 
duced radio news show at the same 
time and a full half-hour taped ma- 
terial was fed the net in New York 
via closed circuit. That material 
was for use on NBC’s “Today” and 
local radio news in New York. 


WABC Sets John Conte 
For Disk-Jock Gab 


WABC, ABC’s N. Y. flagship, has 
set John Conte in a cross-the-board 
afternoon disk-jockey gab strip. 
Conte will play records, sing, do 
a five-minute sports news strip and 
do occasional interviews from 5:15 
to 6 p.m. 

He'll move into the Bobby Sher- 
wood slot. Latter moves into the 
6:15-7 period, formerly occupied 
by one of the staff deejays. Show 
will be carried participating. It’s 
to be produced by Jerry Gross and 
Norman Baer. Conte, incidentally, 
will use as a theme “You and J,” 
which he sang some years ago as 
emcee of the Fanny Brice-Frank 
Morgan airer for Maxwell House. 

















ilton Berle, usually No. 3 occupant this season, 


Network Rating 


Cost 

(Exclusive 
Of Time) 
I Love Lucy........... c ccccccccces CBS 72.7 $38,000 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.............CBS 58.0 25,000 
You Bet Your Life..... ccccccvcccco Ne §4.7 20.000 
Godfrey and Friends..... eccccscces CBS 52.1 25,000 
Dragnet .........s.ccccccccvcvescoe NDE 49.9 30,000 
Texaco Star Theatre....... ciccocess Ne 48.2 50,000 
Comedy Hour—Bob Hope..... TT 45.7 50,000 
Whats My Line. ..... 6 ccccccccceces CBS 43.5 8,500 
Oter.. Miles TOOKB. 2. occ cccccccseess CBS 41.9 27,200 
Toast of the TOWN....cccccccccceses CBS °° 41.1 25,500 
a a is ahs < Oe Ss p cu eh ewbeweees CBS 40.8 11,500 
Blue Ribbon Bouts...........+.eee0.: CBS 40.1 15,000 
Weer eer OE BROWER. oct cress iced: NBC 39.9 29,700 
(Per % Hr.) 

Cavalcade of Sports— 

Giardeilo vs. Graham........+-++- NBC 38.7 15,000 
Pe FE eer ree NBC 38.7 25,000 
Television Playhouse ......cessesee: NBC 38.6 26,000 
Wee ee EMD... 0d Weencccncs Bobs a NBC 38.4 40,000 
i ee. . cen acadeen senanes CBS 38.3 20,000 
Fireside Theatre......... oe ePeenne NBC 37.6 18,000 
Jackie Giansen . -...'.. i bocobvbeovese Gee 37.1 54,000 
All Star Revue—Durante............ NBC 37.0 50,000 
Kraft TV Theatre......... nececcocees Nae 36.2 17,500 
Se NEES 56s osc5b cee baseuesuees bas CBS 35.9 16,500 
Pee Ng a de cmoereieeb é606 0b es sgn NBC 35.4 17,000 
me 7. RR Ser rere re NBC 35.1 25,000 
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Today’ Hikes Rate 

The NBC-TV “Today” participa- 
tion price structure goes up to- 
day (1). 

New rates are $50 for 10 seconds, 
$150 for 20 and 60 seconds (this 
last as available and subject to pre- 
emption if adjacent five-minute pe- 
riod is sold). 

The five minute cut-ins remain 
the same, from once per week at 
$340 to five-a-week at $1,250. 


ABC-TV ‘Album’s’ 
Major Properties 


ABC-TV is virtually set on its 
schedule and much of the casting 
for the Sunday night “Aibum” se- 
ries, which tees off April 12 at 
7:30. First presentation will star 
Paul Douglas in “Justice,” pro- 
gram based on Legal Aid Society 
files with Lee Grant featured. Jus- 
tice Learned Hand wiil appear 
along with program’s host; Donald 
Cook. d 

Second in the series will be 
“Glencannon,” with Rebert New- 
tom; Myron McCormick and Mel- 
ville Cooper in the cast and Sir 
Cedrie Hardwicke directing. Third 
program will star Brandon de 
Wilde in “Jamie,” scripted by 
David Swift. Fourth and fifth pro- 
grams will be two-episode version 
of “Tale of Two Cities,” for which 
cast isn’t $et. Sixth show will have 
Cook relating three vignettes, pro- 
gram to be called “Sketchbook.” 

Number of other shows are vir- 
tually set, with last four in the 
series to be chosen from nine 
properties the web has on hand. 
One of them is “Courtroom,” the 
Quentin Reynolds biog of Judge 
Samuel Liebowitz. 

Plans call for programs to be 
aired from N. Y. and the Coast, 
with some of the shows live and 
others on film. Each program will 
be created in such a manner as to 
make it the basis of a projected 
series, should sponsor interest be 
aroused. In that line, web has 
worded. the contract with de Wilde 
so that he will be available should 
the show be projected into a series. 
Douglas’ is strictly a one-shot ap- 
pearance, however. 


Jack Pearl Auditions 
Radio Series for NBC 


Jack Pearl (Baron Munchausen) 
and Cliff Hall (Sharlie) have cut 
an audition record of a new pro- 
gram, “The Baron and the Bee,” 
for NBC Radio. 

The program will be a contestant 
spelling bee, with comedy relief by 
Pearl and Hall, offered for a sum- 











mer ride, 


Erwin, Wasey Hits TV Jackpot With 
| New Low-Cost 3-D Comm 1 Technique 


Chicago, March 31. 

Erwin, Wasey ad agency hit the 
low-cost television commercial 
jackpot last Friday (27) on the 
DuMont telecast of the Golden 
Gloves intercity fights by produc- 
ing 33 minutes of commercials for 
$5,000, using a new technique 
which the agency has developed 
for the Admiral Corp. 

Weeks ago, when only 10 feet 
of space was available for the live 
Admiral commercials on the Bish- 
op Sheen program, the agency 
started searching for a different 
method of presenting commercials. 
Filmed commercials were nixed by 
the agency as too expensive and 
inadequate for network programs. 
Michael Levin, director of creative 
production for Erwin, Wasey, ex- 
perimented with scale models of 
Admiral products and found the 
cost prohibitive—with the going 
price of a miniature TV set being 
$1,000. 


Color Transparencies 


Levin found his answer in color 
transparencies. By carefully plan- 
ning the set for proper perspéctive, 
and by later retouching the red 
end of the spectrum with blueish 
tints, photog Nicholas Guida was 
able to deliver color transparen- 
cies which have much greater 
three-dimensional effect than is 
possible to obtain with either live 
or black and white stills or motion 
pic film. (In preliminary testing on 
advertiser, agency personnel and 
the public, both live shots and 
transparencies of the same scene 
were viewed on the monitor, and 
Levin claims the vote was unani- 
mously in favor of the transparen- 
cies for realism.) 

In using transparencies, such as 


(Continued on page 68) 


Camel's Walk To 
Hypo ‘Show’ Spots 


It’s now fairly certain that Camel 
cigarets will call it quits after this 
season on its sponsorship of the 
NBC-TV “Show of Shows,” for 
which it has been paying $2,500,- 
000 for a weekly half-hour ride on 
a time-and-talent hasis. 

However, it looks as though Pru- 
dential, which has also been spon- 
soring a half-hour on an alternate 
week basis, may decide to continue, 
despite previous reports that the in- 
surance company was planning to 
check off the Saturday night Sid 
Caesar-Imogene Coca series. 

In the event of the Camel walk, 
the network will abandon the full 
30-minute sponsorship formula in 
favor of increasing the programs 
spot potgntial (more profitable and 
more in keeping with the web's 
original sales concept for the 








show). 
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RADIO'S ‘ME, T00’ QUEEN LIZ BID 


When Will Compatible Color TV Be _ 


ee Day for Sarnoff 


chairman David Sarnoff’s move-in on the NBC sub- 
tion on an active basis, now that he’s also become 
network poard chairman, has been translated into something more 


RCA board 
sidiary opera 


than idle rumor. 


On the same day last week which found CBS throwing in the 
non-compatible sponge on color TV and paving the way for the 


all-industry system based on the 
Gen, Sarnoff 
eccupancy of the NBC executive 


board chairman Niles Trammell, 


duti 


celebrated C (for color) Day by his first full-day 


RCA-NBC all-electronic concept, 


suite formerly occupied by ex- 
and engaging in network-level 





es through practically the entire day. 





No Panic on Compatible Color TY; 
Time Unripe Says FCC's Walker 


Washington, March_31. +¢ 


he FCC won't be pressured into 
a= action on color TV, Commis- 
gion chairman Paul A. Walker told 
the House Interstate Commerce 
Committee today. Not until the 
Commission has redetermined that 
asatisfactory compatible system has 
been developed and thoroughly 
tested, Walker testified, no such 
system will be authorized: The 
agency, he said, has. been disap- 
pointed “many times” with repre- 
sentations that a satisfactory com- 
patible system has been developed. 

In forceful testimony before the 
committee, Walker declared “with 
all the force at our command” that 
the agency has found from experi- 
ence that “short cuts to a com- 
mendavle objective frequently are 
blind alleys or dead-end streets.” 

“and we say,” he added, “that 
any system or color television 
which is to be with the public for 
vears merits the most serious gov- 
ernmental deliberations. These de+ 
liberations should not and need not 
be interminable, but they should 
assure the public that all persons 
having a worthwhile contribution 
to make to a correct answer should 
have the opportunity te be heard.” 

Under questioning by committee 
chairman Charles Wolverson 
(R-N.J.), Walker said that “whenever 
anyone presents a satisfactory com- 
patible system, the FCC will do 
everything it can to make it avail- 
able to the public.” He added that 
the Commission has “nothing 
before it” to warrant calling a hear- 
ing to consider compatible systems. 

Questioned further, he said “It 
would not be advisable to hold 
hearings at this time...I think it 
would be futile to conduct a hear-| 
mes what the NTSC is trying to 

0. 

“Then the time is not ripe for an 
Immediate formal hearing to adopt 
standards?” Wolverton asked. 

“That's my opinion,” Walker 
replied. 


Gotham Tele, AM 
Good for Taxi Biz 


New York's radio-TV indusiry, 
once highly centralized in the mid- 
town area, is mushrooming all 
around the town. Latest to move 
is ABC, which over the weekend 
completed its shift to the West 66- 


ee 





Breathing Space 


ABC's shift from the RCA 
Bidg., N.Y., over the weekend 
finally gave NBC some much 
needed quarters. Web started 
to shift some of its offices into 
those vacated by ABC toppers. 

Biggest plum went to the 
WNBC-WNBT executive staff 
‘Ted Cott, Dick Pack & Co.) 
and the owned-and-operated 
brass (Charles R. Denny and 
execs) who move into the 
Robert Kintner-Edward Noble 

_ ABC executive suite. 





70th St areas And ss stran 
. gely 
ee ABC is now the only net- | 
. Whose operations are central. | 
ed in one spot, 
‘ NBC, 
eller Center has st 
~ , udios and offi- 
*’s on 105th St. CBS. on Madison 


{Continued on page 69) 
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mass of which is in Rocke- | 





WOW’s 30th Anni 


Omaha, March 31. 

WOW here will celebrate its 30th 
broadcasting birthday tomorrow 
(2). Station is owned by Meredith 
Publishing Co., Frank P. Fogarty 
is manager. 

First known as WOAM, outlet ob- 
tained its 590-kilocycle frequency 
in 1926 and the following year 
joined NBC. 


N.Y.'s TV Stations 
Face Sun. Rap On 
Mail Order Curbs 


Those mail order houses concen- 
trating on television advertising 
are up in arms over a bill which 
has passed the New York State 
Legislature and is awaiting signa- 
ture of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
whieh would outlaw taking. of 
phone orders for retail goods on 
Sundays. 

Bill would seriously curtail busi- 
ness of the mail order houses, and 
would also hurt the Sunday sales 
picture at the N. Y. tele stations 
themselves. N. Y. stations estimate 
that roughly 20° of their Sunday 
programming is sponsored by the 
mail order firms. These would ean- 
cel all Sunday telecasts, so great 
a role does the Sabbath play in 
their sales figures. 

One firm, a retail watch outfit 
which uses spots seven days a 
week, estimates that 30 to 40° 
of its business is done on Sunday. 
Another mail order house, which 
presently is inactive in N. Y. but 
at one time was one of the largest 
of the TV houses, estimated that 
Sunday business accounted for 50- 
60% of its week’s gross. 

Television has changed the sell- 
ing picture for these houses, in 
that now only 5-20°% of their busi- 
ness is done by mail, as opposed 
to 80-95° by phone. Amount of 
damage bill could do to their busi- 
ness is obvious. 

Passage of the bill came as a 
surprise to retailers, but pressure 
is now building up for Dewey to 
veto it. N. Y. State Council of Re- 
tail Merchants, which includes most 
of the Gotham department stores, 
has filed a brief opposing the bill. 
Stores have been instituting prac- 
tice of accepting phone orders on 
items advertised in the Sunday 
newspapers, and business has run 
into the millions annually. 

Even if Dewey does sign the bill, 
one mail order exec, Harold Kaye, 
said he doubts if it will stand up 
in court. Kaye pointed to a similar 
bill in Baltimore which went into 
effect, but was ruled unconstitu- 
tional by a Baltimore court. 











NBC Radie Mulling 
Strip for ‘Aldrich’ | 

NBC radio will experiment, in 
a few weeks, with a 15-minute strip 
eross the board for “The Aldrich 
Family,” now in the Sunday 7:30 
p. m. spot. 

“My Son, Jeep,” starring Donald 
Cook, will shift half an hour later 
Sundays into the “Aldrich” time. 
No announcement yet on the fill- 
in for the Sunday 7 o'clock time. 








BETTER THAN TV" 


The network .newshawks of 
broadcasting, most of whom are 
radio-accented (TV-only newsmen 
are still a handful, the joint radio- 
TV journalists a hatful, while there 
is a barrelful of strictly-sound 
newsmen), are watching the mount- 
ting hoopla about television's cov- 
erage of Queen Elizabeth’s Corona- 
tion June 2 with parallel mounting 
amazement. 

Television, agog at its first Coro- 
nation, is talking feverishly of jet 
planes, rockets, and sympathetic 
ocean waves that might possibly 
carry. a picture back to America 
almost as fast as sound—and all 
this with-a straight face. The lat- 
est along this line is NBC-TV’s 
hiring of stunt flyer Paul Mantz 
and a “mystery plane.” 

The radio newsmen, Coronation 
veterans, are astonished at all the 
TV fuss. They are also more than 
a bit put out at being ignored. 
They are not saying this out loud. 
After all, their checks are being 
paid by the same companies that 
carry television. But the blinding 
fact of the Coronation coverage, 
they say, is that it’s a radio show. 

Radio, they say, can do the job 
better. Westminster Abbey, where 
the royal ceremony is held, is some 
3,000 miles away across an unco- 
operative (for television signals) 
ocean. Radio spans the distance in 
a breeze. 

It’s ironical, the radio newsmen 
say privately, that what they admit 
is essentially a picture story proves 
once more the importanee: of radio. 
Especially in international cover- 
age, the ear is quicker than the 
efe. For the Coronation, only radio 
will have immediacy, that precious 
quality television throws in the face 
of movies at home here in the 
U. S. A. 

5:30 a.m. Radie Bow 

; That the television boys are com- 
ing around to a slow realization of 
this fact is evidenced by the CBS- 
TV decision to carry CBS Radio 
sound when it begins-its “tetevi- 
sion” coverage at the early time 
of 5:30 a.m. June 2, ABC begins at 
6 a.m. with similar-type coverage, 
while NBC is mulling same idea. 

On coverage, CBS, NBC and ABC 
all have fuller schedules on radio— 
hours more—than TV. The three 
webs are opening their radio net- 
works 2!2 hours earlier than usual, 
at.5:30 a.m., a decision made: first 
by radio. ~ 

But televisionwise, coverage will 
be essentially radio with still pic- 
tures—no matter what time the TV 


(Continued on page 70) 


BOB HOPE PARTNERS. 
AM-TV PACKAGE FIRM 


Bob Hope has joined in partner- 
ship in a radio-TV production and 
packaging business with J. Hugh 
E. Davis, former exec veepee of 
Foote, Cone & Belding agency, 
Chicago. Firm is to be called J. 
Hugh E. Davis Co., with office in 
L. A. and another office to open 
later in N. Y. 

Davis, w.k. Chi radio-TV super- 
visor, has handled in his eight 
years with FC&B, Hope’s AM and 
TV stanzas, plus “Man Called X,” 
“Corliss Archer,” “Halimark Play- 
house,” “Arthur Godfrey Show,” 
“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” and 
others. 


Reynolds Tobacco Buys 
Joe E.’s Fore-Aft Gab 


R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. will 
bankroll Joe E. Brown’s pre- and 
post-game color commentary of 
the N. Y. Yankee games on WPIX. 
Brown will do a 15-minute show 
before and 10 minutes following 
the games. Wm. Esty Co. agented. 

Since the entire setup is a 
Yankee package, Brown will also 
do some .of the sportscasting on 
the games themselves, vhich are 
sponsored on video and on radio 
on WINS by Ballantine and White 
Owl. He'll assist Mel Allen and 
Jim Woods. - ; 
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Tallu’s Situation Series 


Tallulah Bankhead will appear 
in a situation comedy series for 
NBC-TV next fall, under Dee 
Engelbach’s production-direction, 
with Hugh Wedlock and Howard 
Snyder scripting. 

Latter team is also polishing 
Miss Bankhead’s nitery routine for 
her nitery debut into The Sands, 
Las Vegas, on May 23. 


Time, Inc. Into 
Salt Lake AM-TV 
In Empire Bid 


Time, Ine., which has previously 
shown fts interest in television via 
its March of Time-TV unit. and co- 
ownership of the Albuquerque 
Broadcasting Co. (stations KOB 
and KOB-TV) with ex-FCC chair- 
man Wayne Coy, stepped into a 
larger tele picture with announce- 
ment yesterday (Tues.) of com- 
pleted negotiations for purchase of 
the Intermountain Broadcasting 
and Television Corp. in Salt Lake 
City. 

The Intermountain stations, all 
NBC affiliates, include KDYL-TV, 
KDYL-AM and KDYL-FM. The 
transfer must be approved by the 
FCC. 

Time has been shopping around 
the country for available tele. sta- 
tions at an acceptable price, as a 
hedge for the future. It has ex- 
plored proverties at San Diego, 
Kansas City and Columbus. The 
publishing outfit would like to buy 
tele stations up to the FCC limit 
of five, picking them up where 
available at acceptable prices. 

$2,100,000 Price Tag 

The agreed tab of the Salt Lake 
property was $2,100,000 which, 
compared to $900,000 tag on the 
Albuquerque company bought a 
year ago, indicates the increasing 
earnestness of Time’s intention. 

Time’s purchase of Intermoun- 
tain was made in association with 
G. Bennett (“Ben”) Larson, Salt 
Lake City native and veepee and 
general manager of WPIX N.Y. A 
stockholder, he will becume presi- 
dent and geiieral manaver of the 
new company 

Sidney S. Fox, Intermountain’s 
prexy and principal stockholder, 
will stay on as adviser. No plans 
for immediate personnel changes 
are contemplated by: Time presi- 
dent Roy E. Larsen. Other KYDL 
executives include John M. Bald- 
win, veepee and technica} director; 
George A. Provol, commercial 
manager; Dan Rainger, pregram 
director; E. J. Drucker, sales di- 
rector; and Connie Eckhardt, film 
huyer. 

KDYL-TV with its transmitter 
nearly 9,000 feet above sea level 
atop Mount Vision in the Oquirrh 
Mountain Range, covers a radius 
of almost 200 miles outside Salt 
Lake City and 87 per cent of the 
Utah population as well as parts of 
Idaho, Wyoming and Nevada. 

Besides the March of Time’s 30- 
minute TV news documentary now 
shown weekly in major cities, 
Time Inc., which publishes Time, 
Life, Fortune Architectural Forum 
and House & Home, has produced 
two earlier TV productions, “Cru- 
sade in Europe” and “Crusade in 
the Pacific.” 


Pinkley’s ABC Show 


Virgil Pinkley, editor and pub- 
lisher.of the Los Angeles Mirror, 
started a four-times-weekly 15- 
minute news commentary on ABC 
radio this week. Sustainer, on Mon- 
day through ,Thursday at 10:15 
p.m., will originate from various 
spots. 

Program is part of the net's cam- 
paign to secure new talent in all 
programming fields. 











Who s Testifyi 
Washington, March 31. 

The House Interstate Commerce 
Committee hearings last week into 
the status of color television dem- 
onstrate one thing for certain; the 
timetable for a compatible system 
varies with the witness and the 
pressure of public demand. 

For example, RCA, the domi- 
nant force in the manufacturing 
industry, said it is “more optimis- 
tic” about the “imminence” of a 
compatible system than Dr. W. G. 
R. Baker, chairman of the Nation- 
al Television System Committee, 
with whom RCA is cooperating in 
developing color standards. 

Dr. Baker told the Committee he 
thought CBS prexy Frank Stan- 
ton’s -estimate that it would take 
FCC six to 18 months to make a 
determination “reasonable,” once, 
of course, the NTSC system now 
being develeped is successfully 
field tested. 

Stanton, whose company is aiso 
cooperating with NTSC, said that 
on the basis of “present but in- 
eomplete” information, the new 
compatible system faces “substan- 
tial problems, particularly in cost 
and complexity both at the trans- 
mitting end and at the receiving 
end.” Whether the NTSC system 
is “feasible” for the home, he said, 
“we do not know.” 

Dr. Allen B; DuMont, also a 
member of NTSC, when asked if.a 
compatible system is ready, said, 
“we do not have it” and would not 
“guarantee” that the industry “can 
come up with a satisfactory system 
in six months or two years.” Dr. 
DuMont went even further and 
suggested he may not be “far off” 
in an estimate he gave the FCC 
tn 1946 that color is 10 te 20 
years away. 

Phileo, another member of 
NTSC, gave no estimate on readi- 
ness of a compatible system but 
said that its “technical feasibility” 
has been established and_ that 
NTSC has adopted “tentative” 
standards, 

The key to the Committee in-° 
quiry resides in its chairman, 
Charles Wolverton (R., N. J.) who 
has made it clear, despite pious 
pronouncemenis that there’s no 
“iron curtain” over the hearings, 


(Continued on page 70) 


Speidel-Crosley 
Settle for ‘Name’ 


With Paul Winchell grabbing off 
the Sunday night at 7 NBC-TV 
slot in a switch from his current 
Speidel-Crosley sponsorship to 
Procter & Gamble (with the pres- 
ent 7 o’clock tenant, Red Skelton, 
shifting back to his erstwhile 10 
p.m. niehe), NBC-TV has grabbed 
off a quick sale of Monday night 
at 8. That’s the time being vacated 
by Winchell. 

Speidel and Crosley remain as 
the alternate-week sponsors in the 
Monday time, with “What's My 
Name?” to occupy the segment. 
Latter show is packaged by Lou 
Cowan, who, until the switch to 
P&G, has had the Winchell show. 
“Name” format has been integrat- 
ed into the Winchell stanza, but 
henceforth will be packaged sep- 
arately for the Monday show, with 
likelihood of Bert Parke emceeing. 








CBS Ups Irving Fein 

Advancement of Irving Fein to 
director of public relations for 
CBS radio in Hollywood has been 
announced by Louis Hausman, ad- 
ministrative veepee. For the past 
18 months he has been Coast di- 
rector of publicity and exploitation. 

Fein came to CBS in 1949 with 
the purchase of Jack Benny's 
Amusement Enterprise, of which 
he was advertising and publicity 
director. Previously he had served 
as head of radio and exploitation 
for Warners, Samuel Goldwyn and 
Columbia. 
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THE PHRASE THAT PAYS 


Benson, emcee * 
Pr eee Doemneen Wrierts Wal- 
ter and Peg McGraw 
15 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
COLGATE 
NBC, transcribed from New York 
(Sherman & Marquette) 


Any “Bob and Ray” listeners, 
who are devoted if not legion, 
catching this replacement will 
brought up sharply by the realities 
of radio. Instead of the light kid- 
ding duo, there’s a new quiz pant- 
ing in their place. 

“The Phrase That Pays” is almost 
pure commercial, what with the 
Colgate products and the many 
free plugs for prizes given away to 
contestants. Red Benson, who has 
the usual breathless excitement of 
the giveaway emcee, calls a home 
listener who has sent in a well- 
known phrase or slogan. While 
she (it’s usually a housewife) 
dangles on the phone, Benson gives 
a studio contestant three clues to 
the phrase. Smaller prizes are 
given either to the home phrase- 
maker or the. studio rival’ (the 
audience is in on the phrase) on 
the first two clues, with the third 
the gateway—via a quiz-identifica- 
tion of a commercial—to a bonus 
prize. The bonuses on the first 
show consisted of a two-week 
Canadian vacation (for a housewife 
at home) and a complete set of the 
Book of Knowledge (to an Army 
major). 

In-the rather horrendous succes- 
sion of mentions, about the only 
entertainment provided is the con- 
testants’ greed to latch on to some- 
thing for nothing (discounting the 
homebodies’ “work” in sending in 
such -phrases as “Go West, Young 
Man” and “Let ‘em Eat Cake”). 
Are there still that many Virginias 
who believe in a commercial Santa 
Claus? 

The musical clues are offered on 
the organ—what else? 


HIGHWAY HARMONIES 
With Marilynn Lovell, Kenny Car- 
bonel, George Stone, Caesar 
Giovannini 
Writer: Bob Carman 
Producer-director: Herb Lateau 
25 Mins.; Wed., 9:35 p.m. 
CHICAGO GREYHOUND 
COOPERATIVE 
WMAQ, Chicago 
NBC in Chi has added another 
potential winner to its showman- 
ship stable by airing a solid blend 
of music-chatter on its Windy 
City local WMAQ each Wednesday 
eve. Headlining the 25-minute 
musiciana is Marilynn Lovell who 
handles the warblings in a mellow 
manner. On broadcast heard 
Wednesday (25) Miss Lovell 
seemed a bit shaky on the fast 
beat, although her rendition of 
sueh terch tunes as “Begin the 
Beguine” was really tiptop. 
Kenny Carbonel as a male vo- 
calist seems more at home with 
a yodel than a ballad. However, 
the talent itinerary again rounds 
itself out with an instrumental ag- 
oo topped by pianist Caesar 
iovannini, who aside from pro- 
viding a fine backstop, is solid 
with such originations as “Celeste 
Blues.” As emcee, George Stone 
does a masterful job of show 
blending and also in handlines the 
commercials. Arve. 


DR. SCHOLL’S NEWS WITH ED 
PETTITT 
5 Mins.; Sufi., 4:55 p.m. 
SCHOLL MFG. CO. 
Mutual, from N. Y. 
(Donahue & Coe) 
Audience for this five-minute 


be | matic than the 


FREEDOM, USA 
With Tyrone Power, Francis X. 

Bushman, Edwin C. Hill, Patsy 

Campbell, others 
Producer: Herbert Gordon 
Director: Henry P. Hayward 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
TEAMSTERS UNION, AFL 
WABC, N. Y. 

A curious twist whereby the 
commercials are far more | dra- 
rogram itself is 
offered by “Freedom, USA.” This 
transcribed Ziv drama series star- 
ring Tyrone Power, on its preém 
last Sunday (29), is ballyhoed as 
“the first time a trade union has 
ever sponsored a radio show of 
this magnitude for sheer entertain- 
ment value, and kept it free of all 
union propaganda.” 

That claim is “true, but it may 
be the sponsor is up the wrong 
alley. The wilted drama could 
have done with the fervor read 
into the commercial by George 
Barasch, secretary treasiirer of Lo- 
cal 815, Teamsters Union AFL. 
Waxing enthusiastic over the need 
for non-unionized office and ware- 
house workers to join Local 815, 
Barasch rhapsodized, “We're not 
selling soap, or autos, or tooth- 
paste. We're selling the idea that 
people are important.~ That intel- | 
ligent men and women banded to- 
gether can extract more beauty 
out of life...” 


On the other hand, the drama 
was a hackneyed affair posing 
Power in the role of:a freshman 
senator heading a crime _ investi- 
gating committee. Mouthing pa- 
triotic cliches, Power gets the 
goods on a Costello-style slot ma- 
chine racketeer. The bad man 
tries to bribe Power and his wit 
ness, a tax examiner; but virtue 
remains triumphant, and the rot- 
ten yegg gets tossed into the 
pokey. Power and his supporting 
cast, Patsy Campbell playing his 
adoring steno and Francis X. 
Bushman playing a ghilosophical 
old savant, try to wrestle with the 
script valiantly, but the cliches 
toss them for a fall. Edwin C. Hill 
does his bit okay, establishing the 
Washington scene as a news com- 
mentator. If Barasch were to write 
the script, as well as his union 
pitch, it could be that Local 815 
may yet have a show on its hands. 


DR. JIVE 

With Tommy Smalls, deejay, and 
John Magnus, anneuncer - 

Producer: Fred Barr 

120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sun., 11 p.m. 

Participating * 

WWRL, N.Y. 


WWRL, which has served as the 
springboard for deejays Art Ford, 
Symphony Sid, Ray Carroll and 
Bob Garrity, has flipped up an- 
other winner with Tommy Smalls. 
As “Dr. Jive,” Smalls, an Atlanta, 
Ga., newcomer, spins the platters 
with an ingratiating manner, a 
rich, relaxed voice, and a savvy of 
the hot music world. His sovereign 
attribute is his acuteness of know- 
ing when to keep his mouth shut 
and let the disks speak for him. 
Excessively gabby late-hour jocks 
could well learn a lesson in golden 
silence from him. 


The two-hour nightly show, 
which preemed a week ago Mon- 
day (23), emanates from a glass- 
enclosed booth at the bar of the 
Harlem nitery, Club Baby Grand, 
on 125th Street. Stanza is directed 
to the Negro stay-up-late crowd, 
who phone in their selections. 
Smalls urges his votaries to “Sit 
back, relax, and enjoy the wax.” 
Then he reciprocates with a bal- 
anced mingling of sepia ballads 
(“Hey, Hey, Sugar Ray”), bebop 
disks (“Red Top”), blues (“Laugh, 
’Cause You Feel You Want To 


news shot will undoubtedly bes Cry”) and knock ‘em down jive 


limited to a carryover from Mu- 
tual’s preceding 25-minute airing 
of “Dear Margie, It’s Murder.” 
There’s not enough offered to 
warrant special tuning in of the 
show or to draw dialers away from 
other stations. Due to scant run- 
ning time program comes off as 
nothing more than a brief news 
summary with net’s newscaster Ed 
Pettitt rattling off the-day’s current 
events highlights. 

Broadcast preemed Sunday (29) 
with Pettitt authoritatively han- 
dling his reporting assignment. 
Plug for sponsor’s product was 
okay. Jess. 


Offbeat Clients 


Couple of unusual sponsors 
pooped up on the Gotham scene 
this week. Penrod Drilling Co., a 
Shrevenvort, La., ofl drilling: firm, 
bought “Facts Forum” on WOR 
radio for 52 weeks. Firm's com- 
mercials on the discussion show 
tread, “Before drilling your next 
well, ask for a bid from the Pen- 
rod Drilling Co.” 


In television, the N. ¥. School of 
Memory and Concentration bought 
@ 13-minute one-shot on WABD to 
plug ite memory method. 





(“Ding Dong Boogie’’). 
Commercials for the 13 partici- 
pating sponsors, ranging from Gal- 
lo Wine to Miles Shoes, are de- 
livered by both Smalls and an- 
nouncer John Magnus, whose pre- 
cise, wooden accent provides a 
contrasting foil to Smalls’ easy- 
going style. Smalls, as a come-on 
to listeners, gives a big hello to 
Harlem celebs dropping in to the 
nitery’s bar, and also plugs worthy 
racial causes like the N.Y. State 
opm Against Discrimina- 
on. 


The deejay shows no strain of 
the heebiejeebies, though the 
hardworking fellow also hosts an- 
other “Dr. Jive” show Monday 
through Saturday at 3:05 to 
5:30 p.m. on the same station. In- 
terestingly. WWRL.: has such faith 
in Smalls that It’s now ballyhooing 
his new stanza through Harlem 
billboards, disk shop streamers, 
ads in the Negro press and dis- 
plays in Negro supermarkets. 





‘ Seattle — Broadcasts of Pacific 
Coast League games of the Seattle 
Rainiers will be aired, here over 
KOL, with play-by-play coverage 
also broadcast over chain of 11 
other Stations in Western Wash- 
ington. First game in Seattle on 














April 14, 


NORMAN BROKENSHIRE SHOW 
With Jack Berch ; 
Producer-Director: Jose DiDonate 
Writer: Gene Goldsmith 
15 Mins., Various Times 
JACKSON & JERKINS, INC. 
WOR, N. Y. ; 
‘(Maxwell Sackheim) 

This 15-minute entry, broadcast 
over WOR five times weekly in 
various time’ slots, is targeted at 
those dialers interested in garden- 
ing. There’s little to lure listeners 
who have no horticultural leanings. 
Program may even prove too talky 
for the spade and hoe set.*Show’s 
vattern, judging by airer caught 
Sunday (29), is to give the histori- 
cal background of certain flora, 
also highlighting scientific devel- 
opments pertinent to the species 
being discussed. 

Historical segment of: the pro- 
gram is handled by Jack Berch 
with Norman Brokenshire filling in 
the scientific data. Sunduy’s broad- 
cast devoted itself to a study of the 
chrysanthemum with both Broken- 
shire and Berch giving their all in 
expounding the flower’s merits. 
Plugs for the sponsor, a nursery, 
tied in with the proceedings. 

Program airs Sunday (10:15 a.m.). 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
(7:45 p.m.) and Saturday — a.m.). 

ess. 


SATURDAY NIGHT PARTY 

With Clellan Card, Red River 
Valley Gang (4), Diane Frandrup 

Producer-director: Ed. Viehman 

Writer: Card 

30 Mins.; Sat., 6 p.m. 

SAL HEPATICA 3 

WCCO, Minneapolis 


Experience has shown that corn | 
is relished not only by livestock 


on. Northwest farms reached by 
WCCO radio, but also, in a differ- 
ent form, by ruralites themselves. 
Hillbilly music and comedy, too, 
have proved to be a welcome en- 
tertainment dish for many in this 
neck of the woods, including, of 
course, the soil tillers. And this 
new ether show, serving the afore- 
going in large quantities and 
having a great asset in the person 
of Clellan Card, one of the Twin 
Cities’ most gifted and best liked 
audio and _ video personalities, 
should win its popularity spurs and 
sell plenty of its sponsor’s wares. 

Back on*WCCO radio where he 
has attained his highest standing, 
Card seems in fine funmaking 
fettle. His talent for 


ing a resort to the numerous come- 
dy dialects at which he’s proficient, 
his raconteuring, his ability to ex- 
tract full value from gags and his 
smooth emceeing stand him in 
good stead on this occasion. 


Show is compounded of comedy, 
song and commercials, and the in- 
terspersement of those ingredients 
made for teeoff entertainment 
which undoubtedly pleased and 
held the audience for which it’s 
intended. Handling the commer- 
cials himself, Card even gave them 
a comedic twist oecasionally. His 
gags and stories dripped corn, but 
that fact probably didn’t make 
them less funny to dialers, and his 
sallies with other cast "members 
also were productive of laughs. 

Individually and in ensemble, 
the Red River Valley Gang, male 
singing, instrumental and comedy 
quartet, familiar to Northwest 
radio audiences, made their pres- 
ence felt with such numbers as 
“Gay Caballero,” “Steel Guitar 
Rag,” “Cool, Clear Water,” “My 
Kind of Country,” “Wagon Wheel” 
and “Arkansas Traveler.” Diane 
Frandrup, 13-year old yodeler, who 
has appeared on network shows, 
performed in her usual topdrawer 
style. Rees. 


Seattle Enlists School 
Kids in Pitch For 





Educ’l TV Channel | 


Seattle, March 31. 

Seattle school kids will be doing 
their bit to get an educational TV 
channel here when they take home 
pamphlets next week explaining 
the advantages of educational TV 
and asking for contributions from 
parents. 

Seattle School Board approves 
the solicitation, requested by the 
Seattle Committée for Educational 
Television, which is helping the 
Univ. of Washington in its applica- 
tion for Channel 9 here. Other 
cooperating organizations include 
King County Schools, Seattle 
Pacific College and the Seattle 
Public Library. 

Goal of the solicitation is $50,000, 
needed to add to $182,000 worth 
of television equipment donated 
to the committee by Mrs. Scott 
Bullitt, president of KING-TV in 
order to get a grant of $116,000 
from the Adult Education Fund 
een by the Ford Founda- 
ion. 


amusing |. 
character lampoons, often involv- | 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bernice Judis and Ira Herbert, WNEW toppers, due back from 
Florida this week ... Neil R. Gahagan, former NBC flack, joined 
Sylvania’s public relations staff . . . Judson Irish named copy chief 
at Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather . . . Holland (Mich.) Furnace Co. 
decided to repeat its one-shot sports interview on Mutual by having 
Harry Wismer interview Joe Walcott in Chicago April 4. Wismer 
had done two Specials with heavyweight champ Rocky Marciano over 
the weekend for the furnace outfit . . . WHLI, Hempstead, broadcast 
instructions to Nassau County’s 5,000 volunteer Cancer Crusade 
workers Monday (30) as a result of the County Cancer Committee’s 
inability to get them all assembled . . . Jay Blackton, original pit 
conductor for “Oklahoa,” reminisced on the 10th anni of the Rodgers 
& Hammerstein musical on WQXR yesterday (Tues.) 


Bill Hodapp, producer of ‘American Inventory” program, making 
rounds of guest radio-TV circuit, beginning April 2, on behalf of 
National Sunday School Week, for which he is tele chairman , 
Hank Ladd upped to general supervisor of radio-TV production and 
Al Reibling appointed radio-TV manager at Kudner Agency ‘ 
Daniel L. Schorr, vet newsman; joins CBS Radio: News staff in Wash- 
| ington May 1 .. . Samuel Carter III, radio-TV commercial super- 
| visor, elected veepee of Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles .. . 
Red Barber auditioning teen-age panel show for CBS Radio .. .WCBS 
| prepping New York chapter of the American Red Cross on radio 
| techniques. Chapter plans appeal recordings . . . Jay Garon-Robert 
Schultz producing “Country Lawyer” for “ABC Caravan” .. . Alfred 
I. duPont Awards Foundation in Radio and Television cited Stations 
WBNS-TV of Columbus, and WMT of Cedar Rapids, and commentator 
Gerald W. Johnson of Station WAAM of Baltimore for “meritorious 
| service to the American people” during 1952 ... Milton Katims 
| starting NBC Spring Symph series April 4 . . . Deejays getting special 
Ethel Merman publicity package, with multiple credits and two songs, 
for special Decca “Call Me Madam” filmusical album push ... An- 
| nouncer Bob Hall set for WCBS American Airlines postmidnight disk 
| show starting April 13 ... New York chapter of American women 
in Radio and Television starting femme-broadcaster survey to de- 
| termine radio-TV selling power of women broadcasters. 

} 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bob Light left Abbott Kimball agency to head up sales promotion 
for Don Lee . . . Guy della Cioppa, CBS radio veepee, spent a few 
days at the hospital ‘to have his schnoz repaired. It’s an old break 
sustained when he was middleweight champ at Penn . . Jimmy 
Vandiveer, former special events head and sportscaster for ABC, 
joined Erwin, Wasey to supervise radio, TV and theatre screening 
for Coronation . . . Compton is moving Floyd Holm to N, Y. as as- 
sistant to Lewis Titterton, radio and TV head. James Seaborne trans- 
fers west to take over Holm’s berth . . . Eric Paige, late of WCAV, 
Norfolk, Va., will work the coast league ball games on KFWB with 
another ex-Virginian, Mark Scott . . . Lowell Thomas being piloted 
along the Coast by Paul Mantz to make all the stops on his schedule. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Radio and TV columnist Jack Mabley switching duties with Jack 
| Ryan, also of the Chi Daily News. Mabley will assume Ryan’s duties 
on the sports desk and Ryan will visa viz. Scribbler transfer will not 
affect Mabley’s job as production coordinator for WBKB's “Impact” 
. .. Calvin Hugy to head branch op ads for Hallicrafters ... WBBM 
| announces the addition of Louis F. Allen to its sales stable. Allen 
| comes to the Chi station via previous radio work in Bloomington, Ind. 
|, . . Carroll Marts, midwest manager for General Teleradio, in New 
York for a brass confab ... Paul Neubert taking over as Eastern 
manager for Zenith Radio Corp. ... Don Allen joining WBBM an- 
nouncery via, KLIX in Twin Falls ... Fred Wagenvrood and Pat 
Patterson of Cedar Rapids’ KCRG visiting MBS ... The WBBM- 
CBS family regains announcer Bill Oliver formerly with KMOX in 
St. Louis. ... Deejay Josh Brady of WBBM acquires two new bank- 
rollers as James Barnett Co. and Western Recording Co. sign for 
the first and last quarter-hours respectively. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Maria Schuetz, Girl Friday to Dave Lewis, head of sales promotion 
at KDKA, has resigned to become secretary to the sales manager of 
the Blaw Knox Chemical Division of the Blaw Knox Steel Co... . 
Bill Jewett has been upped to the newly-created post of operations 
cost supervisor at WDTV while Julian Drob, a stagehand, moves into 
job of studio facilities supervisor . . . Singer Bette Smiley and WCAE 
have parted company after eight years. Following a major operation 
shortly and a summer rest, she'll give TV a fling in the fall... 
Muriel Robb, ex-vocalist with the ex-Will Roland (now a CBS pro- 
ducer) band here and later box-office chief of the Pittsburgh Play- 
house, has been appointed media director for the Cavanaugh Morris 
advertising agency . .. Harry Brooks, WWSW accountant, and his 
wife have moved into the new Cedarhurst Manor ranch home they 
designed themselves . . . Emancia Bonaventura, sales service secre- 
tary at WDTV, buried her mother last week . . . Lucille Johnson 
has been named assistant to Shirley Gray, traffic director at Channel 
2 . . ‘Romain Johnston, after spending a month’s leave of absence 
in town, has reported back to ABC-TV in New York. He’s on the 
designing staff. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


KNBC option on Fairmont Hotel studio space expires April 19. 
May be extended pending disposal of long-term lease on present 
Radio City facilities”. . . Phil Harris headlined local Auto Show... 
Ellsworth Teck and A. V. Krisick bought KGYW, Vallejo, with a 
$60,000 ticket .. . Nancy King (KCGS) to wed Tom Faulkner, April 12 
. . . Dean Maddox taped three KFRC shows in a submerged snorkel 
ae Doug Pledger’s KNBC daily platter show expanding to an 
hour, April 6 . ... KLX, Oakland, boosted power to 5,000 watts... 
Al Pearce readying a daily disk show for KIBE . . . KLOK, San 
Jose, opened San Francisco studio in Lankershim Hotel . . . Del 
Gere ceased KROWing to become KROW salesman. Ted Carlson of 
same station shifted to KGO sales . . . KIBE, Palo Alto, signed with 
five major league teams for local re-creations voiced by Ernie Smith 
. .. KSFO to beam Mutual’s “Game of the Day.” Schedule on KFRC, 
local Mutual outlet, is too tight to handle . . . KYA plans two-a-day 
re-creations of big league games with Les Kelter on vocal. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Univ. ef Minnesota radio station KUOM offering series of Lenten 
“festival broadcasts” of sacred music during Holy Week . . . KSTP-TV 
staffers Bill Ingram and Bob Burnham handling the numerous George 
Grim video shows while latter, also a Minneapolis Morning Tribune 
columnist, is on a Hawaiian jaunt for his sheet . . . Twin Cities’ first 
microwave radio relay link with Chicago and the east now under con- 
struction and will be ready this summer. It eventually will be used 
for carrying television programs . . . Stanley E. Hubbard, KSTP 


(Continued on page 70) 
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TV Takes Adv. Leadership Away 
From Dailies, Radio in Cleve. Area 





By SANFORD MARKEY vo 


Cleveland, March 31. 

after five years of radio and 
newspaper competition, this area’s 
three video outlets are moving into 
a spring programming and sales 

riod that is making TV the top 
advertising and entertainment 
medium in Northeastern Ohio. 


TV's rise to dominant position in | 


‘< typical midwestern industrial 
ae is evidenced by a host 
of. factors including an 85% set 
saturation with increased sales—in 
many instances—being estimated 
on a two-in-home basis; a levelling 
off of rates at around $200 per spot 
during the SRO 6:30-10:30 Pm. 
period, and the end to the gim- 
mick-hoopla-and-sales-pitch oper- 
ation for a diet of quality pro- 
grams, public services features and 
good merchandising presentations. 

As a result of its format of suc- 
cess in a bustling area, WEWS, 
WNBK and WXEL offer a clear-cut 
modus operandi for radio operators 
first embracing TV. This format 
revolves around six major points 
of suggestion: ; ; 

Before 9 a.m. sign-on impractical. 

Spot sales mean financial suc- 
cess. 

Films are prime sales vehicles. 

News is a growing sales program 
format. 

Public service is a “must” show- 
case. 

Personalities are time salesmen. 

There are, of course, exceptions. 
For example, WNBK, the four-year- 
old NBC o-o outlet signs on at a 
successful 7 a.m. because of the net- 
work's “Today.” But, the Scripps- 
Howard’s WEWS, on the air for 

(Continued on page 69) 


$1,425,000 Net 
For DuMont Labs 


DuMont Labs showed a _ net 
profit of $1,425,000 last year on a 
record gross income of $76,367,060, 
firm's annual report showed. Gross 
was 50° higher than 1951 and the 
profit compared to a loss of $583,- 
000 in same year. 

Network billings accounted for 
about one-seventh of the parent 
company’s total gross.. No break- 
down was given on the network’s 
net income, 

Key factor in the increased in- 
come. according to the report, was 
the lifting of the freeze on new 
Stations by the FCC last April. 
New stations, according to the re- 
port, afforded new sales for receiv- 
er and transmitter equipment, and 
also by giving the network new af- 


filiates, increased the web's bill- 
ings. 


-KPRC PREEMS NEW 
RADIO-TELE CENTER 


i, _ Houston, March 31. 
waa Radio-TV Center for KPRC 
seh PRC-TV went into operation 
hday (29) with a host of digni- 
mee: including former Gov. W. P. 
y, attendi i » 
pons dd ending opening cere 
oa station increased its power 
to teniporary 65,000 watts, pend- 
nr oe of a new antenna 

hat wi 

100,000 watts. , ee re 
ew cent-r has some unique fea- 
Baits ‘ncluding an outdoor studio. 
ng is in the form of a hol- 
ae Square, and the landscaped 
- ~ Will be used as a year-round 
s io. Construction plans call for 
en of directors’ and en- 
we control booths. Building 
S two tele and four radio studios. 
cert nins ceremonies are only a 
ap two-week hoopla that will 
Dublic ssc! the facilities by the 
an €, with orchids given to lady 
Ors, special events and special 
aes. Harry Bannister, NBC 
ation relations v.p., and Edward 
those’ Station rep, were among 
Se at the opening ceremonies. 











More Union Sponsors 


Adding to the increasing use of 
television by labor organizations, 
two unions will sponsor a discus- 


sion-type program, “America 
Speaks,” on WOR-TV Saturday 
‘nights. Unions are International 


Laundry Workers and the Paper 
Pulp and Sulphite Workers, both 
AFL. 


Program will feature John B. 
Hughes, WOR’s news director, and 
adman Don L. Passante, New Jer- 
sey adman and packager of the 
show. 


‘Duopoly Angle 
Bigger Worry 


On TV Permits 


Washington, March 31. 

Problems of “concentration of 
control” are becoming more and 
more frequent as the FCC con- 
tinues to dish out permits for TV 
stations. In last week’s batch of 
11 authorizations, the problem was 
posed by dissenting commissioners 
in three cases. 

Situation arises whenever an ap- 
plicant files for a station near one 
he already owns. Since Commission 
“duopoly” rules prohibit single 
ownership of two TV stations in 
the same city, a minority of com- 
missioners questions whether it is 
good public policy to license to 
one applicant stations with over- 
lapping coverage. 


In granting a permit to E. An- 
thony & Sons for a UHF station 
in Boston, three members of the 
Commission objected (Chairman 
Paul A. Walker, Eugene Merrill 
and Frieda Hennock) because An- 





thony had previously been issued | 


a permit for a TV station 50 miles 
away, in New Bedford, Mass. 
Pointing out that the overlap be- 
tween the two stations would be 
even less with operations at maxi- 
mum power, Commissioner Merrill 
expressed fear that such dual au- 
thorizations might lead to “a de- 
gree of regulation of television 
broadcasting industry that would 
not otherwise be necessary.” This 
could happen, he said, because such 
“over-concentration” of facilities 


(Continued on page 68) 


Curtain Up for New Chi 
Brass, Imported Talent 
On WNBQ ‘Curtain Time’ 


Chicago, March 31. 

In an effort,to hypo the Windy 
City’s lone local drama _ show, 
“Curtain Time,” the advertiser- 
packager Grant ad agency has re- 
vamped the show’s TV brass and 
talent sections. Although most of 
the talent for the Wednesday night 
show now being telecast from 
WNBQ, Chi NBC studios, will be 
from this city, Windy City actors 
will have to compete with import- 
ed talent for the leads. 

According to Don Tomkins, who 
replaces Harry Holcombe as Grant 
radio-TV director (Holcombe leav- 
ing for N. Y. to become a thesp), 
the aches and pains of “Curtain 
Time” do not stem from any lack 
of Chi talent, but rather from diffi- 
culties involved in adaptation of 
the show’s old radio scripts to tee- 
vee. To further aggravate the 
hurdle headache, the show’s for- 
mat is. limited to the comedy-ro- 
mance angle. 

Tomkins, however, is quite defi- 
nite in his assurance that no mat- 
ter how problematical the tran- 
sition, Chi talent will be used 
whenever and wherever possible. 
This attitude seems to have the ap- 
proval of the Chicagoland Dodge 
Dealers who bankroll the pro- 
gram. 





WILL TAKE SHOWS 


FROM OTHER WEBS 





DuMont network will consider 
| repeating top shows on other webs 
| if sponsors wish to air such re- 
| peats, Chris Witting, network’s di- 
| rector, disclosed this week. Witting 

feels such a policy is “inevitable,” 

|due chiefly to programming tech- 
niques that pit one toprated show 
against another. 

He disclosed he was approached 
on the idea by the media director 
of one agency, Who noted results 
of DuMont’s Westinghouse-spon- 
sored pickup of the political con- 
ventions last summer coincidental 
with the CBS-TV coverage spon- 
sored by Westinghouse. Discus- 
| sions with one top sponsor were 
held but without result. 

DuMont would decide according 
to the particular merits of each 
| show suggested, rather than set a 
definite policy in regard to repeats. 
| But it’s available for the top shows. 
Witting offered as a possible ex- 
ample of such repe.ts the battle 
for audiences between CBS-TV’s 
“Toast of the Town” and NBC- 
TV’s “Colgate Comedy Hour.” 
With so many people missing one 
because they tuned in on the other, 
it would be worthwhile to air a 





week. Costs would be substantially 
reduced, both on the talent end 
(repeat might be a kinescope) and 
on time, via DuMont’s lower rates. 

Web hasn't received any offers 
yet beyond the first, and won't 
actively push for any, but it’s wiil- 
ing to listen to any rebroadcast 
pitch any sponsor has to offer, Wit- 
ting said. 


White Huddles With 
Pres. Eisenhower On 
TV’d Press Conference 


Washington, March 31. 


Plans for televising Presidential 
| press conferences have progressed 
to the high level point where NBC 
prexy Frank White visited the 
White House last week to discuss 
angles with the President. 


White said later that details are 
not yet fully worked out and that 
the first televised press session is 
still some time off. The four net- 
works have been working on this 
matter for several weeks. Thus far, 
the best way ef handling it seems 
to be a specially staged news con- 
ference at which there will not be 
any “off the record” material. Big 
stumbling block for coverage of a 
regular news conference is that 
the press may never quote the 
President directly without his 
specific permission. But, in a tele- 
vised press conference, his direct 
words would be going to millions 
of people, including any slips of 
the tongue he might make. 


DuMONT MULLS CO-OP 
DEAL FOR PEARSON 


DuMont network is negotiating 
with Drew Pearson for the com- 








for a Thursday night half-hour seg- 
ment which web would air on a 
co-op basis. Network has cast 
queries to affiliates on availability 
of local sponsors for the show, and 
should response be favorable and 
DuMont be able to agree on terms 
with Pearson, : ‘tram would bow 
in three weeks. 


Pearson was dropped by Carter 
products couple of weeks ago on 
DuMont and ABC radio, and let 
loose with a blast at the nets for 
“being one-sided” in their presenta- 
tion of news commentary. DuMont 
has contended all along that it 
wanted to keep Pearson on as a sus- 
tainer until a backer could be 
found, but that his price was more 
than it could afford. 

However, since the web central- 
ized its co-op system two months 
ago under command of Elmore 





(Continued on page 68) 


DUMONT IN REPEAT FORMULA 





Still No Bunny Money in Sight For 
This Year's TV Easter Parade 








repeat of one on DuMont in mid- | 


Border Incident 
Toronto, March 31. 

Fired from his job as sound 
effects man by CJBC, Toronto, 
Joseph Lacosse, 25, tied up 
traffic and drew crowds in the 
rain for two hours at the Cana- 
dian age geen Corp. key 
station her® when he climbed 
to the top platform of the 
CBC’s adjacent 468-foot TV 
tower and threatened to jump. 

He is in jail for mental tests 
and appears in court here 
April 2 on a charge of creat- 
ing a public disturbance. 


Godfrey & Co. To 


Do Full Week Of 
Fla. Originations 


What is probably TV’s biggest 
programming junket will be trans- 
lated into a reality on April 10 
when Arthur Godfrey begins a full 
week of originations of his multi- 
ple CBS radio and TV shows from 
Miami. Godfrey is taking along 
the full complement of his morn- 
ing and nighttime performers—in 
all over 50 people—as well as the 
production staffers, etc. 

All the shows will emanate from 
Kenilworth Hotel, including the 
Monday-through-Friday morning 
simuleasts, the Monday evening 
“Talent Scouts” on radio and TV 
and the Wednesday night full hour 
TV show. Latter will be in the 
nature of a super swimming show, 
originating from the Kenilworth 
pool. 

Godfrey, who has long had a yen 
| to do his shows from Florida, par- 
ticularly in the wintertime, is anx- 
ious to determine its feasibility in 
terms of the future. 

The NBC-TV “All Star Revue” 














is getting the jump as the first 
major*commercial TV entry riding 
the Miami-to-N. Y. cable. 





Kay Kyser Projected 
In New Role: Kollege 
Of Video Knowledge 


Greensboro, N. C., March 31. 
Educational television has unlim- 
,ited potentialities but it must be 

handled with ingenuity, showman- 
ship, good judgment and proper 
safeguards. 

| That view was emphasized by 
Kay Kyser in an address at a ban- 
quet session of a regional seminar 
workshop of the National Assn. of 
| Educational Broadcasters, compris- 
‘ing 10 Southern states and Puerto 
| Rico. The meeting was held at 
| the University of North Carolina. 
| Earl Wynn, director of the univer- 








mentator to return to the network | sity communication center, Who is 


director of this region, presided. 


Kyser said, “With proper guid- 
ance television can be as great a 
boon to our spiritual, intellectual 
and economic enlightenment as 
the printing press was. We can- 
not afford to shut our eyes to this 
challenge, We must proceed cau- 
ticusly but not too slowly. There is 
a fine line between procrastination 
and impetuosity. ; 

“Educational teleyision programs 
can be—I said can be—entertain- 
ing as well as informative so long 
as they effectively challenge the 
curiosity of people’ to know more. 
They can be made palatable and 
provocative.” 


Chancellor Robert B. House set 
the theme when he urged the 
broadcasters to set their standards 
on a high level. “Nothing can stop 
you if you keep your standards 





(Buck) Lyford, station relations | high and your work interesting and 


human,” he said. 


will showcase Spike Jones. out of | 
Miami later in April, but Godfrey | 


~* Last year’s display of the Easter 


Parade on television, with stunt- 
sters, hip dancers, animals and 
cuffo, plugsters getting into the 
}act, has frightened sponsors away 
‘geo the event this year. 


As of this week, merely days be- 
| fore the promenading on Fifth Ave- 
|}nue, only one sponsor, Peerless 
| Camera Stores, has committed to 
| brave the total-picture memory of 
last year. 

Peerless, satisfied with WPIX, 
N. Y., handling, is picking up the 
tab, as it did last year, from 11:30 
to 1:30. But playing it safe, the 
sponsor and station have shifted 
the main coverage from Fifth to 
Park Avenue, at the St. Bartholo- 
mew Church site, with a camera in 
the Waldorf-Astoria lobby. 

For shots of the Fifth Avenue 
activity, WPIX will pick up a feed 
i|from CBS. 
| Everyone is playing the Easter 
Parade cautiously. DuMont, which 
had a sponsor for the 1952 event 
is not covering this year. WOR-TV, 
which had sponsorless coverage 
last year, is skipping the event too. 

NBC and CBS, both commercial 
a year ago, are without bunny- 
money spenders in 1952. ABC, 
which covered sponsorless last 
year, has placed its Parade event 
on a co-op basis, with no takers. 

There have been great efforts to 
fight the sponsor reluctance. The 
New York City police, to avert an 
unpalatable repetition, has been 
alerted to screen publicity seekers 
and wild and weird demonstrators 
from the promenade area. 

But anything can happen before 
live cameras on the streets. So 
the television stations and webs 


(Continued on page 68) 


K-F’s Radio-TV 
Spurt in Merger 


Kaiser-Frazer’s announced acqui- 
sition of Willys-Overland for $63,- 
000,000 has led to a spurt in 
| Kaiser’s radio-TV bankrolling, but 
still leaves up in the air the ques- 
tion of which ad agency will handle 
the merged autos’ future air hill- 
ings. 

Beginning today (Wed.), Kaiser- 
Frazer will begin bankrolling three 
weekly inserts on the NBC-TV 
“Today” show, and on April 15 will 
launch a radio-TV spot campaign in 
100 markets. Agency handling the 
time buying is William Weintraub. 

Willys-Overland will continue to 
bankroll the “N.Y. Philharmonic 
Symphony Musicale” on CBS-Radio 
Sundays until the end of April, has 
pacted with CBS-TV to cover the 
June Coronation, and will partici- 
pate in CBS-TV’s “Omnibus” until 
the end of the season. Its agency is 
Ewell & Thurber. 

A spokesman of Ewell & Thurber 
said he would have to remain mum 
about the possibility of any future 
agency clash until the Willys-Over- 
land board of directors officially 
okayed the Kaiser deal on April 24. 

















Pitch To Ball Fans 
Kaiser-Frazer has signed ‘for 
32 segments of NBC-TV’s “Today” 
during the months of April and 

(Continued on page 68) 


SEP’S 1-NITE RADIO 
BALLY FOR LINDBERGH 


Unusual radio time purchase will 
find Curtis Publishing Co. buying 
in on Mutual’s Multi-Message Plan 
for one night only, April 8, to plug 
the Charles Lindbergh serialized 
autobiography beginning in its Sat- 
urday Evening Post of that week. 

What amounts to a nationwide 
spot (460 stations) for a price of 
$2,000, was available due to fact 
that the plan is only two-thirds 
sold, to Camel’s and Genera! Mills. 
No station clearance was.necessary 
since spot previously was used for 
public service announcements. 
BBD&O agented. 
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A show that wins customers for the lowest cost in network television 
~less than a dollar a thousand! 
It’s made for all kinds of budgets and sales calendars: 


It can be bought in any number of five-minute segments for only $355 each, plus time 

-..a Single insertion for a special holiday promotion— 

Or a seasonal or year round campaign. 

It's on Monday through Saturday... 11 to 11:30 between “Arthur Godfrey Time” and “Strike It Rich. . 
Its rating is almost half as high again as the next best “magazine-insertion” show. 

It’s the hottest buy today in all advertising. 


It's called “There’s One In Every Family.” It’s on CBS TELEVISION 

























































































































ne = ee, ae 
































PO AE tee 


Sere 


ee ee 


ot 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 1, 1953 











ee 





Television Followup Comment 


SHES SSSESESEOOS 


*s (29) edition of the CBS-, tien’s 
Sestays Gm oS imegation of the Marxist doctrine 
; +... | that men can live by bread alone,” 
ments of pre-telecast time excite | .nq 


TV “Omnibus” had all the ele- 
ment. but, like many another in| 
the Ford Foundation series, came_ 
of as a frustrating, tantalizing} 
showcase that failed to match the 
expectations. Two diverse but 
equally awaited segments shared 
top honors of the week. One was 
a Tennessee Williams one-act play. 
“Lord Byron’s Love Letter,” adapt- 
ed for television (from a collection 
“27 Wagon-Loads Full of Cotton”. 
with Ethel Barrymore as the star. 
The other was a heretofore un- 
staged George Gershwin one-act 
“135th Street,” with an all- 


opera 
Negro cast that provided, at least. 
some vibrant staging by Valerie 
Bettis 


The Williams play, set in the 
French quarter of New Orleans in 
the late i9th Century, concerned 
a spinster (Patricia Collinge) and 
her grandmother (Miss Barrymore) 


whose most prized ‘ is a 
letter supposedly written to her 
by Lord Byron. There was no 


mistaking the Williams trademark 
fon a minor key) in this one—a 
sad. pitiful saga of two women 
ving in nostalgic memory on 


which they exist. Kt is two trag- 
edies in ane—the escape from reai- | 
ity of earning bread and butter 
and dai’y sustenance by reading 


the fabricated day dreams of a di- 
ary to French quarter visitors, and 
the spinster’s emotional flutterings 
and flights into romanticism as she 
reads from the diary—her vicari- 
ous grasp at happiness. In the lat- 
ter role, Miss Collinge, who had 
much the weightier part, acquitted 
herself well, but neither in terms 
of a Barrymore vehicle or as cre- 
ative scripting did it offer much to 
the viewer. 

The one-act opera (with a book 
by Buddy DeSylva) was composed 
by Gershwin 31 years ago when 
he was 23. It was originally de- 
signed as an insert for George 
White's “Scandals.” but was dis- 
carded during its Philly tryout. In 
terms of iater Gershwin ‘notabiy 
“Porgy and Bess”) it is primitive 
in construction and content. al- 
though “The Blue Monday Blues” 
and some other early Gershwin ex- 
eursions into the jazz idiom stand 
out. George Bassman is credited 
with orchestrating the work from 
the original piamo score. As an 
“Omnibus” contrib, it was more 
stimulating te Gershwiniana “stu- 
dents” than to the average viewer. 

The controversial question of the 
historical relationshi between 
Abraham Lincoln | Ann Rut- 
ledge. brought together writer 
James Agee, emcee Alistair Cooke 
and Prof. Allan Nevins for some 
interesting pro-and-con documen- 
tation to supplement another in 
the “Abe Lincoln” film series. 

Rose. 





During his discussion last Sun- 
day (29) of the spiritual chal! 
confronting America, in the fourth 
of the NBC series of filmed state- 





spiritual beginnings, “a 


noted that our material 
abundance frees us to enjoy things 
of the Spirit. Our future, he said. 
lies in spiritual goals, and this 
means a spiritual revolution to fol- 
low the accomplished materialistic, 
or industrial, revolution. 


“America has been called to} 
greatness,” Dr. Finkelstein said, 
“not for itself but for service to 
mankind,” with the ends to be} 
human dignity, human freedom, 
liberation of man’s mind and hu- 
man brotherhood. In this revolu- 
tion he foresaw. the speaker asked 
for an end of the “great national | 
sin” of existing second-class citi- 
zenship for Negroes, a self indul- 
gence “America can’t afford.” 

Although a great ril faces us, 
Dr. Finkelstein said, we mustn't 
forget that those who don't believe 
as we do are still our brothers in 
the human family. Aggression 
must be resisted. he emphasized, 
but to win our enemies to love us| 
is to win the real battle and ful-} 
fill ourselves. 

Our country cannot escape its 
responsibility, as Moses wished 
and Jonah attempted. Dr. Finkel- 
stein maintained, for “we achieve 
real greatness or we perish.” 

In posing questions to the theo- 
logian. Edward Stanley, manager 
of NBC public service programs, 
was commendably unobtrusive 
The program, filmed in the chan- 
cellor’s office on Morningside 
Heights in New York City, was 
produced by Doris Ann. 








In a courageous spirit of atl 
ment, far too much lacking in tele- 
vision dramas, Armstrong's “Circle | 
Theatre” last Tuesday (24) stuck 

| its enterprising neck out with “The| 
Parrot,” first opera commissioned 
by a commercial TV sponsor. The | 
show was interesting and wel!! 
worth the effort, but hardly the 
success it might have been as a 
| musical change of the program’s| 
| dramatic pace. 


The story, an original by Frank 


a will left by an eccentric woman, 
who gave the bird to three close 


of $2 as an inheritance and giving 
the bulk of her fortune to her par- 
rot, Benjamin. If the well-feath- 
ered macaw (expected to live an- 
other 90 years) is done in by a 
relative, the estate goes to the 





irally the bird meets an untimely 
end. Whodunit? The butler! And 
the, a tipsy old gent, turns cut to 
|be—in the author's sleight-of- 
hand—a distant kin. 

For a contie opera, the proceed- 
ings were entirely too grim, with 
composer-conductor Darrell Peter’s 
music (played on two pianos by 


| 


| Bernard Gabriel and Marion Mach- | 


ino) hitting more notes of melan- 
| choly than light laughter. Atmo- 
| sphere of a recent death is hardly 
,}a cue for gaiety. Highlights were 
provided in the off-camera singing 
of the will by Shannon Bolin tit 





| Pic . 
i} them ‘two clips ran 


P. De Feiitta, reiated the effect of | 


relatives by leaving them a total) 


Royal Ornithological Society. Natu- | 


ments by distinguished men of our WS Played as a record. a neat bit). | 


civilization, Dr. Louis Finkelstein. amd a lament of the young lady 
chancellor of the Jewish j- sung by Jo Schillig. as one of the 


cal Seminary of America, recalled 
how he had been told as a boy, 
entering the Seminary in 1911. 
that he was there not so much to 


study as to associate with great and the parrot, which didn’t miss | 


men. 


The theologian might have been 
talking about the notable NBC 
series. For these half-hour con- 
versations with the world’s cul- 
tural leaders—a more worthy her- 


' relatives. 

| The genuinely comic parts were 

‘limited to two: Robert Holland, as 
a large-mustached ornithologist, 


|a cue of Garry Simpson’s fine di- 
rection amd whose screechings 
}were the work of veteran bird- 
fealler Donald Bain. Properiy 
enough. and a nice ending gag. the 
parrot’s agent. Henry Trefflich. 





trude Lawrence singing “Whistle | 
a Happy Tune” and “Getting to 
Know You,” from R& H's “King 
and I,” in which she was starring 
at the time of her death. 

Clips from “Madam” were ex-| 
cellent, with only complaint being | 
they weren't of top numbers in the 
and there wasn't enough of 
about seven 
minutes). Miss Merman, of ccurse. | 
was socko. Black and white prints | 
(film’s in color) were crystal-clear. | 

Kinnie of Miss Lawrence was 
taken from a “Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein Biography” show on 
“Toast.” Film had R & H onstage 
with Miss Lawrence on one of the 
numbers. with Rodgers accom- 


| panying her on piano. Star's per- 


sonality shone through the poor} 
quality of the film—entire sez- 
ment was a little awe-inspiring. 
Occasion for the K & H reprise 
was the 10th anni of their collab- 
oration. Show had Metopera stars 
Rise Stevens and Maric Del Mon- 
aco singing several of their hits: 
but it was interesting to note that 
none, for some strange reason. 
were from “Oklahoma!” subject of 
the anniversary. Miss Stevens has 
the ability to slide into the pop 
idiom easily: her renditions of “It 
Might As Well Be Spring” and “If 
I Loved You” were excellent. Del 
Monaco retains his operatic style 


it was fortunate that he chose 
“Seme Enchanted Evening.” which 
fits most easily to his strenuous 


type of vocalizing. 

Despite these entertaining seg- 
ments, program had much this 
stanza on the debit side. Some 
poor timing left an anti-climactic 
quality to the show. with Sullivan 
interviewing Branch McCracken, | 
U. of Indiana basketball coach. 
whom he had introduced previous- 
ly, as a closer. Timing was also off 
in showing of slides during a Sul- 
livan commercial for Mercury. giv- 
ing it a rather sloppy quality. 

Opener was the Harlem Globe- 
trotters giving an exhibition of 
their hoop antics. It was a trifle 
disappointing due to its shortness 


| (they had a game to play shortly 


afterward at Madison Sq. Garden 
and the absence of “Goose” Ta- 


sie ¢a~ 3 am ~-an 


= +. 
ull, Weir Wp C196 WT. 


| Georgie Tapps did a solid job on 


his “Birth of the Blues” song-and- 
dance routine, and Will Jordan 
pleased with his impression of Sul- 
livan. Gae Foster girls executed a 
nifty precision routine to tune of 
“American Patrol.” Usual top- 
notch musical backing was sup- 
plied by Ray Bloch orch. Chen. 





Ronald Colman can be depended 

on to carry the ball with savvy and 
suavity. This he does in his wk. 
| style in “The Man Who Walked 
Out on Himself.” a curious and 
sometimes overly subtle telepic 
of Singer’s “Four Star Playhouse” | 
series given last Thursday (26) over | 
CBS-TV. 





In a virtual one-man affair of | 
direct voicing and recorded solilo-| 
quy. Colman displays 
| facility in building the Milton! 
| Merlin story to half-hour propor-, 
, tions, but at some sacrifice of pace 
and interest. It’s a whimsical tale. | 
of Colman in the throes of divorce 
and contemplating another marital 
tie—all of this and more carried 
out via phone conversations with 
the never seen principals and in 
heart-to-heart talks with himself. 
| Im the process of making up his 
mind about these domestic matters 
while in a room of his club, he 
discovers that his reflection in the 
mirror—intended as his inner self 


,—has walked out on him. His’ 
| Seralen to go back to his wife} 


parallels the return of the image 


itage to leave posterity tham many had his name and address listed | It’s not much te go on. and some 


of the time ca buried under 
our real estate—provide t tele- 
vision audience with free i- 
ation with the thinking of some 
of our time's great men. 

In preceding films, i er, 
Bertrand Russell talked of a Z 
view of the world. Rodert Frost of 
the state of poetry and the poet. 
and Cari Sandburg of American 


baliads ‘with his own itar ac- 
companiment! and A Lin- 
coln. 

In “A Conversation With Dr. 


Louis Finkelstein.” as might be 
expected from an eminent Ameri- 
ean Jewish scholar, the subject ap- 
plied himself to American moral 
issues. The camera work. under 
Martin Hoade’s direction, was as 
it should be—simple and direct, 
concentrating through medium 
shots and closeups on the eloquent 
face of the speaker. Dr. Finkel- 
stein. whose long. lean face is 
adorned with graying beard and 
topped black hair, has expres- 
sive eye and a humorous 
twinkle in his eyes. 


handsomely in the tail credits. 

| Producer Hudson Faussett is to 
be commended for his enterprise 
'if mot for the final flawed result. 
| Every now and then—as in S. Lee 
| Pogostin’s gay and whacky comedy. 
|“A Volcano Is Dancing in Here,” 
j last November—he comes up with 
}a gem. Joe Ripley and Kay Camp 
bell handled the commercials in 
; mice style, low pressured and in- 
; formal. 





With the combined talents of | 


Irving Berlin and team of Richard 
Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein ai 
hand. it’s difficult to go wrong, Ed 
Sullivan's “Toast of the Town” on 
CBS-TV Sunday highlighted some 
of their work. and these portions 
of the show made for excellent 
viewing. 

Best segments, in fact. were on 
film: Ethel Merman’s singing of 
Berlin’s “Hostess With the Mostest 
on the Ball” and “International 
| Rag™ via clips from 20th-Fox’s cur- 





: | rent “Call Me Madam.” and an 18-| boners pulled at same. 
Dr. Finkelstein sketched the na-' month-old kinnie of ihe late Ger- mour’s stream of words and Blue's’ ventory” Sunday (29), with a re-' ual aggressively friendly manner. 


of the narrative is vague, but Col- 
man gives the piece an aura of 


| credibility and realism under Rob-. 


| ert Florey’s direction. Only other 


character, in two brief scenes. is | 


the old bellhop, played by film vet 
Francis Pierlot. Trau. 





Ben Blue came through with one 
of his better tele shows to date 
with his turn on “All Star Revue” 
Saturday (28) over NBC-TV with 


,excellent support from Dorothy 
Lamour, Connie Haines and 
Mickey Rooney. Layout repre- 


,sented a couple of 
| Time slot was originally allotted to 
Martha Raye, God- 


;assumed by 3} ) 
|}Goddard felt that the writing 
wasn't up to her standard, but as 
snd ‘sounded exceedingly well in 
,a soun e well in 
|the sketch department. Her major 
contribution was a bit in which she 
did a nagging wife who. after a 
party, berates her husband for 
Miss La- 


| breakdown, 


a shrewd 


Tete eoe 


pantomime created an excellent, 
laugh-session. i 


Sketches on layout were par- 
ticularly good. The opener where-| 
in Rooney and Blue hide scripts} 
in various parts of the set was a 
howler. iss Haines’ aiding in 
this bit also helped the comedy) 
total. The night court bit is an) 
oldie that’s been around for a long’ 


Blue’s panto was again telling in|} 
the Easter Parade session in which 
his Chaplinesque tramp character} 
put over a wistful and warming’ 
period. 

Miss Haines and Rooney made 
good in their individual] slots. For-| 
mer sang in a vivid manner on two 
oceasiens, showing good projec- 
tion and highly workable arrange- 
ments. Rooney probably showed 
up at his best to date in the bit in 
which he does impressions of vari- 
ous filmsters. This part constituted 
a good commercial act. He prob-' 
ably could make good on the cir- 
cuits if he had more material of 
the same calibre. 

All the elements in the show 
were tied together neatly by pro- 
ducer Ernest D. Glucksman, who} 
also contributed to the writing. | 
His handling of material and the 
personnel made everyone connect- 
ed with the layout look good. 

Jose. 





There has been a lot of Bob Hope 
on television lately—from the! 
Academy Awards on. But Hope | 
wears well, particularly in his! 
standup and give sessions alone, | 
and he didn’t suffer from further 
exposure on “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” Sunday (29). His sketches, | 
however, were an out-and-out plug} 
for his new picture, “Off Limits,” 
which is pushing the film-tele 
romance to the limit. One sup- 
posedly behind-scenes skit from the | 
picture, involving a director, an} 
Army major technical adviser and | 
Hope, fell flat. and another—a/} 
Mata Hari spy sequence — was 
pretty old hat. ringing in Mickey 
Rooney (Hope’s pic co-star) as a 
surprise guest. 

Appearance of Rosemary Clooney 
on show was marred by cable 
and ioss of niciure. 
through most of her warbling of “I 
Haven't Got a Worry to My Name.” 
Otherwise the singer was attractive. 
in g form, and appropriately 
broken up by Hope’s straying from 
the script. The program, which in- 
cluded a Hope Navy skit too, was 


aimed at a serviceman audience. | 
Incidentally, the picture fadeout on | 


Miss Clooney was the second time 
in two nights that an NBC-TV 
show was interrupted. The night 
before. a late NBC news flash cut 
most of the Lucky Strike film intro- 
duction to “Hit Parade” with latest 
word on the ammunition train 
wreck. 





| CBS-TV’s “You Are There” last 
Sunday (29) presented a powerful | 


documentary for our times in its 
reenactment of the 
Trials of 1692. Based on the same 


material as Arthur Miller's stage | 


play, “The Crucible,” this stanza 


erlined in strikingly dramatic’ 


te the lethal threat of false 
accusations and mass hysteria. It 
was an obvious parallel to contem- 


porary events and more effective | cal 


because of the stanza’s avoidance 
of spelling out the similarities. 


The production was flawless, one | 


of the best since this firstrate series 
Started a couple of months ago. In 
the usual format, the trials were 
handled like a current news event 
with CBS news 
headed by Walter Cronkite. picking 
up the coverage from cotrtroom, 
where one trial was in progress. 
and a jail where a group of other 
accused persons were in shackles. 
The setting of the stage for the 
_ trial, the introduction of the lead- 
ing personalities via face-to<amera 
interviews and the trial itself were 
projected with terrifying reality. 
Particularly so were a couple of 
sequences in which a group of girls 
become madly hallucinated with 
the idea of witches. 
Janet Ward. as the accused. han- 
_dled her assignment with sensi- 
| tivity. It may have been a mistake. 
| however, to have such a goodlooker 
is role since the predicament 
| alone should have been enough to 
win viewers’ sympathy. The rest of 
the large cast.-headed by Joseph 
Anthony. Vinton Hayworth and 
Milton Delzer, was uniformly ex- 
}cellent. Kate Nickerson scripted 
| with Sidney Lumet directimg and 
Charlies W. Russell the ee. 
erm. 





Ag important contribution to 
science as well as te tele was of- 
fered on NBC-TV’s “American In- 


iereated on Broadway 


Salem Witch) 


commenators, | 


port om cancer research pre 
by an “Inventory” unit. With Bre 
top cancer research experts tak- 


| ing part, and another, Dr. Charlies 


S. Cameron, of the American Can. 
cer Society, serving as narrator 
airer proved a fascinating as welj 
as significant half-hour. 

A normally sensitive if not dis. 
tasteful subject was treated seri- 


'time, but Blue made it count./ ously but not dully, to remove aii 


objections. A literate but not 
pedagogic script; a lucid, attrac- 


tive narrator, and vital subject 
matter, absorbed the layman. 
Viewer interest was further re. 
tained by visual aids—charts 


X-ray pix, microscopes, mice, rab- 
bits, interviews with patients— 
and by shifts from one lab and 
medico to others. Camera would 
wait while a doctor interrupted his 
talk to light his pipe 

These aids didn’t detract from 
the message presented—that can- 
cer research is making progress. 
though problems. remain. Heredity 
factors, genetics studies. hor- 
mones, tar chemicals—all these 
were discussed by leading re- 
searchers in a way to reassure lay- 
men that the good work of finding 
the cure for a scourge was going 
on. Bron. 





“Broadway TV Theatre's” pre- 
sentation of “In Any Language” 
on WOR-TV last week (23-29) 
should set a lot of dialers wonder- 
ing about Broadway legit and what 
it has to take to make one show 
a hit and another a flop. The Ed 
Beloin-Henry Garson comedy 
opened to a flock of negative 
notices last October and shuttered 
after 45 performances. In its tele- 
version, however, the spoof on 
Italian film-making emerged as a 
hit-stature comedy with script, 
thesps and production coming in 
for a simultaneous score. 

Could be that as a theatre-piece, 
“Language” was a bit too flimsy 
for the $4.80 trade? No such flaw 
was apparent in the 90-minute TV 
adaption. It came across as a brisk 
romp that made for good viewing. 

Much of the credit belongs to 
Audrey Christie (‘in the role 
by Uta 
Hagen) as a Hollywood song-and- 
dance queen in Rome te tackie 
tragic drama via Italian pix. Miss 
Christie’s comedic savvy kept the 
session moving at a bright pace 
and she dominated each scene with 
the mastery of a pro. Mischa Aver, 
costarring with Miss Christie, was 
effectively ludicrous as the brilli- 
ant but broke pic director. He was 
a firstrate foil. 

Supporting players also were 
standout. Jody Drew did an ex- 
cellent bit as an Italian film star 
and John McQuade was properly 
blustering and devoted as Miss 
Christie’s estranged spouse. Bev- 
erly Roberts. Bartlett Robinson, 
Joe Verdi and Effie Afton also 
rate nods for their effective contri- 
butions. 

Warren Wade's topnotch pro- 
duction and Martin Jones’ lively 
directorial touches helped bring 
the show home a winner. Gros. 





“Danger,” which seems te have 
trademarked the solid psycholegi- 
suspense dramatic show, had 
one of its good ones on CBS-TV 
last Tuesday (24). The play “Car- 
pool.” a Jeremy Daniel original, 
| unleashed a chilling tale of an un- 
balanced gent (William Prince) 
| whe-hated violence so much he got 
violent about it while sharing a 
cross-country auto trip with a miid- 
ly bickering married couple ‘Hildy 
Parks and Richard McMurray’. 
Story unfolded a neat study of the 
odd character who, obsessed by the 
tragic quarreling of his parents, 
takes to befriending the girl and 
plotting to kill her husbapd. The 
plan is spiked when the thusband. 
as usual slightly jealous, does not 
enter a tampered car Wut returns 
te spy on his wife, thereby avert- 
ing his death and his wife from 
a fate worse than. 

Prince did an excellent job as 
the psychopath. whom the viewer 
got te know and pity, while Miss 
Parks and McMurray were skill- 
fully natural as the loving and 
quarreisome couple. Unusual mo- 
tion. lifting the play out of t 
studio, was provided by film in- 
serts of a road on which the three- 
some’s car “traveled.” and cuts toe 
a spinning photo of a tire. The 
producer-director team of Charles 
|W. Russell and Sidmey Lumet 
could well bring their psycholog?- 

cal touch to more advantage. if 
that’s historically possible, oa the 

“You Are There” show, which they 
also handle. Dick Stark treated the 
Ammident commercials in his 0% 
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More popular than ever, 






a better salesman than ever, 


‘“Hoppy” will move your product too! 


The cowboy who made cowboys famous is 
available for exclusive sponsorship... 
at a local market price. And Hopalong 
Cassidy is a bigger buy than ever before. 












Moreover, with this PROFIT- PROVED 
program you get large and loyal audiences 






Ratings like 28.6 in Philadelphia and 
28.3 in San Francisco say so. 













‘ PLUS a field-tested, hard-hitting campaign Hi 
Success stories like the 200° sales jump of local advertising, promotion, publicity 
wets for Nehi beverages say so. exploitation and merchandising. 
: And you'll say so when “Hoppy” puts his “Hoppy” may still be available in your 4 j 
: salesmanship to work for you... takes markets. But hurry! Call, wire or ) 
; your product to the top of your industry. write today. 
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EYE WITNESS JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE HISTORY IN THE MAKING $$. 
(The Cruel Clinic) With Tom Reddy, Carl King, With Richard Tobin, Phil Tonken : - - 
With Mercer McLeod, Harry; guests Producers: Tobin and Tonken ? 
Director: Frank Moriarty e VISION a er 


Townes, Eric Dressler, Gregory 
Morton, Dorothy Elder, Rose- 
mary Pettit, Harold Gray, Ann 


Rutherford, narrator : 
Joseph W. Bailey 
Lafferty 


; M 9 pe. 
CARSON PHA ACAL CO. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Harry B. Cohen) — . 

“Eye Witness” is NBC-TV’s lat- 
est pitch to woo dialers away from 
CBS-TV’s “I Love Lucy” magnet. 
Riding back-to-back with Robert 
Montgomery’s teledrama series, 
web now has a strong 90-minute 
lineup but whether “Witness” will 
dent the “Lucy” ratings is doubt- 
ful. It’s a sure bet, however, to 
win dialers whose tastes go to off- 
beat dramas of the science fiction 
and supernatural genre. 


Series got off to a fine start 
Monday Go) with a | Gaynor 
Neiman’s adaptation of Arthur 


Gordon's original yarn, “The Cruel 
Clinic of Dr. Schmidt.” It was a 
tightly knit televersion that built 
interest and excitement. Firstrate 
thesping and slick behind-the- 
camera techniques added to the 
overall top score. iss 

Story took place in a hosp in 
an unidentified South American 
country where a ruthless German 
doctor who conducted. experiments 
for the cure for schizophrenia on 
Nazi concentration camp inmates 
was continuing his ——— pone 

igging. An experiment on one 
Patient eventually backfired in 
that latter was given prophetic 
knowledge as well as amnesia and 
the doc slowly developed into a 
schizophrenic himself in_ his ef- 
forts to cure the patient. Through 
all this, a young medic was an un- 
willing aide because the mad doc 
had threatened to blackmail him 
if he attempted to expose his 
weird experiments to the authori- 
ties. 

Mercer McLeod was properly 
wild-eyed as the German doctor, 
Harry Townes was convincing as 
the med student and Erie Dressler 
was effective as the patient. Les- 
ser roles were adequately handled 
by Gregory Morton, pag tard Elder 
and Harold Gary. Ann Rutherfofd 
had Httle more to de than set the 
scene. 

Plugs for the sponsor's de-| 
odorant were obvious and dis- 
tracting. Gros. 





BEAUTY ON PARADE 
With Jerry Bundsen, Evangeline 
Bakef, others 

Producer: Jay Grill 

Director: Bill Hollenbeck 

30 Mins.;.Thursdays, 10:39 p.m. 

HUDSON DEALERS 

KGO-TV, San Francisco 
(Fenton-Grill) 


This is a bright-paced stanza 
spotlighting four damsels per pro- 
gram in a three-way stretch for 
beauty, talent. and personality hon- 
ors. . Winner of series will be 
gifted with scads of merchandise. 


Affair is co-hosted by Evangeline 
Baker and Jerry Bundsen, the right 
hand aide of Examiner columnist 
Herb Caen. It’s Jerry’s initial TV 
series, but even with first-night dis- 
tractions he was busting out all 
over with sock ad libs. 

Miss Baker introduces the love- 
lies who (a) parade their charms, ; 
(b) give with talent, and (c) dis- 
cuss the lighter facts of life with 
Bundsen. In this latter set-to, 
when the cuties huddle around 
hims Jerry emerges as an ultra 
smooth, sharp and witty emcee. 


Following each round, Miss 
Baker posts the point-standing to 
whet viewer's interest. For his 
premiere (26) producer Jay Grill 
selected gals pre-tested on his 
other TV shows. In looks, chat- 
ter and talent they set a pace that 
may be hard to maintain. 

Barbara Huffman and Rayna) 
Clay chirped pop tunes. Elizabeth 
Lee tip-toe’d an interpretive dance. 
Ardeen De Camp doubled on vio- 
lin and vocals. Ardeen’s profes- 


iw 


tare cited for their g 
“Journey Through Life” falls 


30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1 p.m. 


P ipating 
TV, New York 
Latest trend in the daytime 
ticipationers seems to be 
stuff—audience guestS are handed 
household problems to > or 


to 
this vein. Format calls for 
sparred couples to appear on each 
ow. Each couple tells what’s 
contributed to make their marriage 
a happier one, via trials & tribu- 
lations. 

Tom Reddy makes a capable em- 
cee in that he keeps the stories 
on the straight and narrow, with 
no oversentimentality. On initial- 
ler, in fact, he had a little diffi- 
culty in keeping one overeager 
guest from talking past his limit. 
But it’s a_ straight-forward job 
which keeps the show on a digni- 
fied level. 

Following each couple’s story, 
Reddy asks them three questions, 
correct answers to which rate 
prizes. Carl King announces, and 
also describes the prizes. At the 
end of the show, a panel of celebri- 
ties, contacted by phone, decide 
which couple deserves the day’s 
grand prize, in case of the pre- 
miere, a free weekend in Atlantic 
City. 

Guests were interesting. One 
‘couple fled from Danzig after be- 
ing persecuted by the Russians; a 
housewife whose husband was in 
poor health worked as a janitress; 
a third pair of newlyweds were 
preparing to take in the bride's 
three youngest sisters and brothers. 

On the whole, show is a fairly 
creditable job. Idea is a good 
one that should appeal to the 
housewives and it’s carried out in 
a restrained manner. If guests 
continue to be as sincere and in- 
teresting, show should click. 

Chan. 


DREW PEARSON STAFF CON- 
FERENCE 
With Jack Anderson, Fred Blumen- 


thal ’ 
Director: Charles Hill 
15 Mins.; Sat., 6:45 p.m. 
EMERSON RADIO OF WASH. 
WTOP, Washington 
(Gamble) 

There’s the germ of a solid show 
in the new Drew Pearson format, 
but, as it now stands, it just doesn’t 
quite come off. The rather form- 
less, self-conscious “staff confer- 
ence” which rambles around many 
subjects without socking across 
any, is hardly a substitute to Pear- 
son fans for the excitement of the 
stop-the-presses, breathless type of 
newscasts they have come to asso- 
ciate with him. 

Show, which is strictly local and 

obviously still in an experimental 
stage, is conceived to give the 
viewer a look-see at a typical Pear- 
son staff powwow, from Which the 
famed columnist evolves his broad- 
cast and daily news column. From 
this point of view it must be both 
surprising and interesting to Pear- 
son fans that he has reporter as- 
sistants.and that he must “dig” for 
items even as you and I. - Aside 
from this, show is too short and 
covers too much territory to ac- 
tually give Mr. & Mrs. John Q 
more than the vaguest idea of the 
development of a news story. 
Lacking this, there’s no logical 
reason for substitution of the 
group huddle for a solo recital of 
the news, 
_ Contradictory as it sounds, show 
is at once too short to cover all 
the ground attempted, and at the 
same time lagging in pace and 
punch. It might be well to tele- 
scope the staff efforts to a few 
selected items, rather than men- 
tion so many and then leave them 
dangling mid-space. 

On the credit side, format of 
show makes for an easy, informal 
type of discussion which can be 
informative albeit not exciting. 
The two Pearson staffers, Jack An- 
derson and Fred Blumenthal, have 
TV personalities of their own and 
appear relaxed and at home before 





sional experience (she’s with Dick 
Foy’s band at the Claremont Ho- 
tel), edged her into the winner's | 
circle by a one-point squeeze. 

Show may win an award—a 
dandy dandelion; or something— | 
for the number of sponsors appear- 
ing on camera. Not one, not two, | 
but five—in person to hawk their | 
product. 

Between rounds, Bundsen (off 
camera) queries the sponsors (on 
camera), stooging them into pre- 
planned sales pitches. And be- 
tween commercials, the busy spon- 
sors act as contest judges! 


Despite this weighty commercial | 


burden, program is much livelier 
than Grill’s previous show of the 
same name, a 15-minute job con- 
fined to beauty alone. Winner of 
first series was Nancy Woodruff, | 
now a New York model. Dwit, 


the lenses. The big exclusive on 
show caught, an item “leaked” 
from the testimony of Henry 


Gruenwald before a‘ House Com- 


| mitfee, was still the- boss’ baili- 


wick, and staffers’ reaction was 
matter-of-fact.. The “prediction” 
gimmick is kept in a modified 
form, and impressed as one of 
more spontaneous portions of 
show. Pearson, mulling his predic- 
tion for his next night’s web 
broadcast, consulted staff, who dis- 
agreed with him. There's no in- 
/dication, however, of how much 
the boss’ opinion was affected. 
There’s been talk of kinescoping 
show for syndication. There's 
enough meat in it for wider circu- 
|lation, and material is of national, 
rather than local interest. But 
considerably more punch as well 
as a general tightening is needed 
before this rates A for effert as 
well as for effort. Lowe. 





Director: Richard Blue 
15 Mins.; Sat., 2:45 p.m. 


WOR-TYV, N. Y. 


ar-| “History in the “as ah a co- 
uction the N. Y. Herald 

bune and WOR-TV, is a propa- 

ganda. wolf uerading in 
deeds.|sheep’s clothing. icially, it’s 


billed as a recap of “the week’s 
h ts in international, domes- 
tic local news events, as well 
as the latest bulletins.” Actually— 
atid man 
resent this—it’s the editorial page 
of the Herald Tribune thinly dis- 
guised as a news presentation. 

Initialer last Saturday (28) con- 
tained at least three non-objective 
inserts parroting the editorial line 
of the Trib. As a rationalization 
of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s fiat 
thrusting a Transit Authority on 
N. Y. City, thus creating a subway 
fare boost, newscaster Richard 
Tobin displayed a list of high fares 
charged in other cities. At an- 
other point, Tobin, citing Chrys- 
ler’s pe cut, generalized that the 
Republicans’ lifting of — ceil- 
ings had resulted in a drop, not a 
rise, in the overall cost of living. 
And explaining President Ejisen- 
hower’s apparent reluctance to in- 
terfere in the Bohlen affair, Tobin 
injected this opinion, “Sen. Mc- 
Carthy may be the target of the 
occupant of the White House— 
who has never liked him anyway.” 

Tobin, who is radio-TV director 
on the staff of the Trib, impressed 
with his smooth voice and pre- 
sentable appearance. But his man- 
ner is wooden and, near the end of 
the stanza, he jerked his head 
toward the side uneasily. His func- 
tien, theoretically, is to explain 
news photos, maps and film strips 
flashed on the screen. His as- 
sociate, Phil Tonken, nervously 
plugged the Trib’s This Week mag 
section and offered the weather 
forecast. 

If “History in the Making” pur- 
ports to be an editorial analysis of 
current affairs, it should say so. 
Otherwise, it ought te stick to the 
hard, unslanted facts of the news. 


QUOTES ON SPORTS 

With Fred Vant Hull 
Preducer-director: Bill Garin 
Writer: Vant Hull 

15 Mins.; Mon, Wed., Fri., 16:36 


p.m. 
BOB KNOWLES AUTO CO. 
KSTP-TV, Mpls.-St. Paul 

Former University of Minnesota 
and professional football star Fred 
Vant Hull, who has suffered per- 
manent paralysis following polio 
and is confined to a wheel chair, 
makes this sports commentary show 
one that many fans are sure to 
tune in on and approve. 

Sitting behind a desk that con- 
ceals his infirmity, the pleasant, 
smiling ex-gridder projects a win- 
ning personality and demonstrates 
an ability to report graphically and 
concisely, as well as to comment 
authentically, on up-to-the-minute 
sport happenings. He rarely, if at 
all, refers to notes, his method of 
delivery making for an intimate 
informality that increases its effec- 
tiveness. His diction eaves nothing 
to be desired and he has a swift, 
easy flow of language. 

At show caught, he told of the 


viewers are bound to/ go» 





New York 


Sam Levenson, who did his 
camping routine on “Toast of the 
Town” March 8, unhappy about 
Alan King’s summer-camp routine 
in the night clubs . . . Half-hour 
TVR of the Larry Storch CBS-TV 
show, written and produced by Leo 

lomon, has been made and 
rushed to potential clients... 
“Television Trends — Live and 
Films” subject of panel discussions 
of Television Writers Group of the 
Authors League of America at 
Barbizon-Plaza, April 15 at 8 p.m. 
Participants include Lewis Titter- 
ton, Compton Advertising veepee; 
Kendall Foster, William Esty vee- 
pee; Marion Personnet, prexy of 
Parsonnet Productions; Frank 
Schaffner and Fred Coe ... Hal 
Weiss, radio-TV writer, joined I. R. 
Stempel Advertising Agency as ac- 
count exec ... Mercedes McCam- 
bridge debuts into “Studio One,” 
produced by husband Fletcher 
Markle, April 6, in A. J. Russell’s 
original television play, “Shadow 
of the Devil” .. . NBC-TV’s Harold 
Kemp now a country squire, domi- 
ciling in suburban Mt. Vernon... 
The George F. Foley’s are new 
parents of daughter, Barbara... 
Bernard J. Prockter, prexy of 
Prockter Television Enterprises, 
appointed chairman of _ Radio-TV 
and Stage Artists Division of the 
United Jewish Appeal...Bud 
Collyer replaced Steve Allen on 
ABC-TV’s “Talent Patrol’ March 
30. Allen into “Pink Elephant” 
legiter . . . Martin. Cohen of the 
Kate Smith unit has joined Tele- 
programs, Inc., producers of 
“American Inventory,” as adminis- 
trative director . .. Walt Framer 
in California... Penny and 
Johnny Olsen have first baby chin- 
chilla' on their Conecticut farm. 
Named Sherman because Olsens 
received word at Stork Club... 
Electric Auto-Lite Co.’s second 
automobile show, with Irene Dunne 
as emcee, replaces “Suspense” 
April 7. " 

Jean Martin, singer on WNBT’s 
Sammy Kaye show, named head of 
teevee cxmmittee on ticket sales 
for the Nationai Wheelchair 
Basketball Tournament scheduled 
for April 17-19... Den Bennett, 
producer-moderator for DuMont’s 
“The Big Idea,” addressed the 
American Patent Law Assn. in 
Washington last week, is skedded 
for another speech before same 
body in Pittsburgh, April 17... 
Walter Fields named sales manager 
for DuMont’s newly formed Tampa 
Factory Distributing Branch of the 
receiver division ... Terry Tashjy 
joined Sandy Howard Productions 
as program coordinator for “Inside 
Times Square,” bowing on WOR- 
TV ....Rubsam & Hormann Brew- 
ing Co. renewed on Jimmy Powers’ 
“Powerhouse of Sports” on WPIX 
. . - William Molyneux set to de- 
sign sets for the NBC-TV’s upcom- 
in production of “Rosenkavalier” 
. . . Grant Sullivan of DuMont’s 
“Captain Video” set to do the lead 


in*Mono-Drama Theatre’s version KMO 


of “Count of Monte Cristo” on 
BD. 


results of the state high school| WA 


basketball tournament finals, an 
event of paramount interest here- 
abouts, and gave details of the 
championship game. He also re- 
lated several amusing tournament 
incidents and reported other late 
sport events. Commercials were 
right in order.. Rees. 





ANSWER ME THIS 
With Tom Romane 
ch - aac David K. Har- 


Ss 
Writers: Romano and Harris 

30 Mins.; Mon., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNHC-TV, New Haven 

One of the more favorable as- 
pects of this particular quiz show 
is the fact that it hits a fairly high 
intellectual level without being too 
stuffy. Questions steer clear of 
the “something-for-the-morons” 
angle but also sidestep the over- 
pedantic phase. ; 

Paced by nonchalance of quiz- 
master Tom Romano, program 
strikes an informal pose which 
gives an impression of, friends 
dropping into the living room for 
an evening of interesting chatter. 

Panelists on show caught were 
Prof. Fred Rodell of Yale Law 
School; Attorney James Egan of 
Hartford; Dr. Paul Sears, Director 
of Conservation Dept. at Yale; 
film thesp Debbie Reynolds. 

Program functions on a straight 
q-&-a basis, with no giveaways, no 
forfeits—just conversation. A pos- 
sible hypo from viewer angle 
would be a financial tax on the 


| “experts” when they flub a ques- 


tion, cash to be donated to'a wor- 
thy cause. 
Okay camera work gets good 





Three radio-TV execs at William 
Weintraub agency are being boost- 
ed up the ladder. Lee Curlin be- 
comes assistant business manager 
in charge of timebuying; Les Blu- 
menthal to general manager of the 
radio-TV dept.; Bill Weintraub, 
Jr., to radio-TV production man- 
ager. 

Robert Montgomery doing John 
O’Hara’s “‘Appointment in Sa- 
marra” on his hour show May 11 
. . - Lin Cook ended two-week run 
on “Aunt Jenny” and off to Chi- 
cago for WNBQ tele lead in “Cur- 
tain Time.” Latter show co-starred 
Virginia Vincent and Kevin O’Mor- 
rison, now back in N. Y., last week 
..- When “Hollywood Screen Test” 
celebrates 5th anni on ABC-TV 
this week, scripter Alton Alexan- 
der, with show from start, will 
have written 500 plays and sketches 
for program. 

Top AB-PT and ABC brass in- 
cluding Leonard H. Goldenson, 
Robert E. Kintner, Robert H. 
O’Brien, Robert M. Weitman and 
Frank Marx, due back from Coast 
late this week . . . Giuseppe Bagzi, 
European artist who constructs 
caricatures out of wire, to guest on 
Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
on CBS-TV Sunday (5) . . . Reub 





directorial assist in keepirfg shots 
well mixed during the half-hour 
stanza. : 

“Answer Me This” has been in 
session for about 15 weeks and has 
accumulated a substantial follow- 
ing. For a sponsor interested in 
picking up some video ballyhoo at 
not too high a talent tariff. this is 
not a bad pitch, Bone, 





Kaufman, Guild Films prexy, bac 
from Coast... Ditto Ben 'Fi,e 
United Television Programs sale; 
veepee... Legit actress Jean 
Stapleton will appear on Robert 
Montgomery show next Monday 
night (6) for the third time in 
“Second Hand Sofa.” 


Hollywood 
Beaver Motor Corp. bankrolli 

Saturday movie on KECALTY i 
“Fishing Tips,” sponsored by Asso- 
ciated Sporting Goods Dealers, tecs 
off on KLAC-TV , . . Jack Creamer, 
formerly with William Morris 
agency, joins TV sales department 
of ABC as account exec... KTTV 
acquired vidpix series, “Files of 
Jeffrey Jones” .. . Mary McCariy 
guestarring on Martin & Lewis’ 
“Colgate Comedy Hour” on NBC- 
TV May 3... KTTV manager Dick 
Moore vacationing in Phoenix .. . 
KNXT launched new panel show, 
“Platter Panel,” with Frank DeVol 
as moderator, and Bill Ballance, 
Ronnie Kemper, Johnny Grant, 
Lina Romay, Margaret Whiting and 
Connie Moore on first show... . 
KTLA renewals include “City at 
Night,” Lawrence Welk, “Man's 
Best Friend,” and wrestling, and 
Southern California Gas begins 
angeling Robert Linn show ... 
Sunbeam Corp. picks up tab on 
“Window on Washington” on 
KTTV ... “Sports Car News.” 
sponsored by Wells Motors, begins 
April 8 on KLAC-TV ... Bell 
Brands renewed “Ramar of the 
Jungle” on KTTV. 








San Francisco 

Lawrence A. Harvey, southern 
California industrialist, awarded 
UHF Channel 20. Expects to start 
operations by September... S. H. 
Patterson, KSAN owner, applied 
for UHF ‘Channel 32... Les Mal- 
loy off his KGO-TV stanza for sev- 
eral days with a kidney infection. 
Bob Day replaced him . . . The 
three local TV_ stations firmed 
“freelance” pact with AFTRA. 
Terms comparable to Los Angeles 
area but minimum ‘scales are 
1242% lower ... . Thoreau Willatt 
and Lee Diner dissolved partner- 
ship. Diner will specialize in TV 
films, Willatt in newsreels... 
Ann Sothern im for a weekend rest 
cure with her daughter, Tish .. . 
Mae Tai Sing, Forbidden City en- 
tainer, featured in a “Mr. and Mrs. 
North” film ... Marjorie Trum- 
bull selected to emcee fourth an- 
nual local TV Academy -Awaitls 
banquet (28) at Mark . . ,. Caesar 
Grimaldi, local producer, shifting 
to California Advertising Agency, 
Hollywood ... “Unele’ George 
Lemont, on his KGO-TVerie, es- 
sayed “Dognet,” actual case films 
from the city pound. And “I Love 
Losing,” story of a lady gambler. 





Chicago 

Jack Curry takes over as 
WBBM-TV sales promotion topper 
via a tour of the same at St. Louis’ 
X... An “Ice Sapetes Re- 
hearsal” will be telecast by WBKB 
ig A (31) from the skating rink 
of the promotion-wise Polk Bros. 
who also bankroll the show .. . 
WBBM-TV will televise the Pon- 
tificial Mass of the Cathedral® of 
the Holy Name via CBS on the 
web’s Easter Sunday programming 
... Ken Nordine spelling vacation- 
ing Bob Cunningham on “We!- 
come Travelers” ... Sarra, Inc., 
completing tele commercials for 
Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Rai’- 
ways, Sunbeam Corp., and Pills- 
a Mills . . . CBS’ chief talent, 
ur Godfrey, speaking before 
the Chi Executive Club prior to 
emceeing the Beau Nash cere- 
monies at the Ambassador West 
... WBBM-TV debuted a quarter- 
hour shopping show yesterday 
(Mon.) featuring Pat O’Riley and 
Lee Phillip . .. The Disabled 
American Veterans will award 
ABC-TV’s “Super Circus” a cita- 
tion on April 19 for its role in en- 
tertaining hospitalized vets ... 
Clark Davis joining WBBM-TV’s 

scripting stable 


Vincent Vice Fisher 
On Recruiting Show 


Singer Ronnie Vincent,: newly 
drafted, takes over for Eddie Fish- 
@ on the CBS-Radio-Army Air 
Force recruiting show (Saturdays 
at 4 to 4:30) on May 2. - 

That’s the same week Fisher, 
out of the Army, will go over to 
NBC television and radio for Coca- 
Cola. . 

Vincent, who sang with “The 
Gaylords,” is expected to have fin- 
ished his basic training before 
taking to the air for Uncle Sam. 
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~ AFTRA Tackles $64 Question 


Hollywood, March 31. 


When the Un-American Activities Committee ends its hearings 
here on Communism, the American Federation of Television-Radio 
Artists board of directors will meet to take action on members 
who refused to answer the $64 question, executive secretary Claude 


McCue said Monday. 


Before the committee convened, AFTRA members voted a reso- 
lution demanding subpoenaed members to answer queries regard- 
ing present and past associations with the Communist party. ) 

The resolution gives the AFTRA board the power to expel mem- 
bers who decline to answer. McCue said that actress Jody Gilbert, 
dancer Libby Burke and other members who didn’t answer will 
be called before.the board April 13 or possibly sooner. 








Kids Getting to School 
Late, So ‘Telecomics’ 
Gets Earlier Period 


Two considerations riark the 
earlier opening (7:30 a. m. instead 
of 8) of WCBS-TV, N. Y., which 
started Monday, March 30. 


One is to get the kiddie shows, 
“Telecomics” and “Time for 
Beany,” on the air earlier. Let- 
ters fsxom parents have complained 
that their tots have been. getting 
to school ‘late. The shows have 
been popular on the ARB rating 
charts. 


The other is to pitch the entire 
“Kovacs Unlimited” show, former- 
ly from 8:30 to 9:30 a. m., against 
a whole hour of “foday,” and get 
away from the entertainment com- 
petition of Morey Amsterdam’s 
“Breakfast with Music” on WNBT. 

“Time for Beany” picks up a 
sponsor April 6. Cocoa-Marsh at 
that time begins three participa- 
tions a week, Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday. 


‘SUPERMAN’ GETS A 
GLOBAL RADIO SPREAD 


“Superman” with a British ac- 
cent is currently being sold in a 
number of world markets, along 
with a Spanish version of the radio 
series. Fremantle Overseas Radio, 
AM synditation outfit, has set deals 





for sponsorship of the program im 


some i4 countries, with more déais 
pending. 

Paul Talbot, Fremantle chief, se- 
cured rights to the airer for world 
syndication with the exception of 
the U. S. and Canada. The British- 
accent open-ender, made in Aus- 
tralia, is sponsored by Kellogg in 
South Africa. It’s on the air in 
Australia, New Zealand and Cey- 
lon, with a deal pending in British 
West Indies. 

Spanish version, made in Mexico 
City, has Kellogg picking up the 
tab in Mexico and Costa Rica, with 
other bankrollers in Colombia and 
Peru. Rights to the series are 
owned by National Comics, which 
also” distributes foreign-langauage 
comic versions in those countries. 


Wiley New Flack Chief 
For CBS Ceniral Div. 


_ Chicago, March 31. 
Chuck Wiley, director of Special 
Events for CBS Central Division, 
has been named public relations 
chief for the division. succeeding 


Stuart Riordon, who 
Friday Coe resigned last 


The Public relations end will 
be split into two sections, with 
video publicity under Andrew 
Murphy, former CBS staffer, cur- 
rently with Thor Corp., and with 
Sam Paxton heading the audio 


flackery. Wiley will retain hi 
m n his - 
cial events duties. a 
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Sen. Johnson Series 


Dallas, March 31. 
U. S. Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson, of 
Texas, will make his debut in a 
regular weekly report to the state 
each Sunday over stations of the 
Texas State Network and added 
outlets. 


The talks, carried as a public 


of Texas on happenings in Wash- 
ington and on how they affect the 
state. 





service, will report to the people | 
| Marshall directs on TV and Mar- 
|shall Diskin megs the radio ver- 
‘ sion. 


ABC Sets Simulcast 
As Metop Fund Benefit 


ABC radio and television net- 
works will air a special broadcast 
for the Metropolitan, Opera Fund 
next Monday (6), with a top line- 
up of Met stars. Composer and 
critic Deems Taylor will emcee. 


Lineup for the simulcast, set for 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. with an additional 
half-hour on radio, includes Zinka 
Milanov, Mario Del Monaco, 
George London, Lucia Albanese, 
Salvatore Baccaloni and Robert 
Merrill. Met conductors Fausto 
Cleva and Max Rudolf will lead the 
ABC Symphony orch, 


Show will present scenes from 
various operas as well as straight 
arias. Network had done a benefit 
broadcast for the Opera’s fund two 
years ago on radio, but this is the 
first telecast of such a show, and 
the first on such a scale. Henry 
Souvaine produces, while William 





| 


Cry ‘Foul Over Husing’s Ouster 
By Packager’ of DuM Boxing Bouts 


Dropping of Ted Husing as com- 
mentator on the Monday night 
fights from Brooklyn’s Eastern 
Parkway Arena on DuMont net- 
work has set a precedent which is 
being labelled as a discredit to the 
industry. First reports had it that 
Husing was dropped for reasons of 
economy, a reason Husing himself 
subscribed to. 

But: subsequent revelations indi- 
cate he was fired because of criti- 
cism levelled at him by boxers, 
managers ard other segments of 
the boxing industry. It wasn’t Du- 
Mont which fired him; it was Emil 
Lence, “packager” of the bouts for 
the web and promoter at the 
Arena. Lence pays all the salaries 
involved in the tele productions— 
and has the final say. 





production of its telecasts of the 
fights. With all the criticism 
levelled at handling of boxing by 
the commentators, and all the 
charges of “buildups” by sponsors, 
agencies and networks, the revela- 
tion that a segment of the boxing 
world itself should control produc- 
“tion of a network telecast is seen 
indicating the need for some basic 
changes in the viewpoint of the 
networks. 


Under the present setup, if a 
commentator remarks about the 
slow pace of a fight, the fact -hat 
one of the participants isn’t pitch- 
ing, or delivers any adverse com- 
mentary, the fight promoters them- 
selves can enforce censorship. 








Greensboro, N. C. — WFMY-TV 


Unhappy aspect of the situation | has welcomed back one of its vet- 
is fact that, DuMont let a boxing | eran staff members, Don Hardison, 
promoter package and control the ‘after his two-year Army hitch. 
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Millions of nickels in juke boxes tell 

the story of the — Influence on modern 
hey 
playings of American hits based on Italian 


o to pay for repeated 


More and more American hit tunes; 
such as those pictured above, are adapta- 
tions from Italian prouia’ songs. In 


eir 
was first to bring 


them to American airwaves. What is teday 
a nationwide hit may have been familiar, a 
ear and more ago, to over two million 

talian-Americans to whom WOV directs 
its Italian-language broadcasting. 


rae In every phase of American life, 
Italian creativeness makes its daily con- 
tribution.” From music to motor cars, from 
fashions to films to food, Americans have 
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ag” 


eagerly accepted the good things the Italian 


Influence brings us. 


In New York, with the greatest Italian ~ 


popuate of any 
ta 


City in the world, the 


ian Influence makes its first and. most 
penetrating impact. WOV will show you the 
way to turn this Influence to the profit of 
the product you advertise. 
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a kitchen scene showing several 
Admiral appliances, the camera 
was dollied in from a view of the 
entire room to a point where, 
with the lense just 1/16 inch from 
the photo the entire screen was 
filled with a turkey roasting in 
the oven, all with remarkab!’e 
three-dimensional effect. From this 
shot, Levin then switched to a live 
shot of a turkey turning on a spit 
in the oven—without the viewer 
being aware of any change. The 
intricacies of split second timing 
required in this. operation have 
posed no problems to date. 


In another commercial, the cam- 
era dollied in from a full living 
room picture to a closeup of a 
window airconditioner. Then the 
switch was made to:a live set, with 
camera showing exact pic of the 
still, and the camera dollied back 
far enough for a girl to demon- 
strate the unit. In this case, only 
a live window set was used, match- 
ing completely the photographed 
set as to drapes, etc, at a cost of 
from $50 to $75, as compared with 
the $1,000 the whole set would 
have cost to produce the entire 
demonstration live. 


Other examples of the lens | 


crowding the transparencies gave 
depth effects to views of refrigera- 
tor shelves, freezers, etc. 


Shadows & Lighting 


Another important advantage of 
this operation as against live or 
film, Levin points out, is the old 
bugaboo of-shadows and lighting 
when moving the cameras. With 
the use of transparencies, the light 
and shadew~-is constant, and ap- 
pears as it would to a hausfrau 
walking towards the appliances in 
her home. And by: subtle backlight- 
ing of the tramsparencies, with pin- 
poiht control, the appliance to be 
shown can be brought into great- 
er prominence by delicately in- 
creasing the amount of lighting on 
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Reasons Why 


foremost national and lecal 
advertisers use WEVD year after 
year te reach the vast 
Jewish Market 


Metropolitan New York 


Z. 


qq 


Send for a copy of 
*‘WHO’S WHO ON WEVD’ 


Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 
WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
New York 36 


Erwin, Wasey Formula 


Continued from page 58 


the desired object while dimming 
the rest of the scene. 


However, in addition to facili- 
ties available and the final appear- 

e of the commercial, a big fac- 

ris cost. In this respect, Levin 
reports his system is far superior. 
It’s his belief that a single com- 
mercial, whether live or film, can 
be used a maximum of only five 
times in a year on a network 
basis. By use of the many and 
| varied’ color transparencies, the 
|agency needs to photograph the 
entire Admiral line only once, 
|then adapt the pix to any given 
'eommercial. Admiral’s product 
|line changes only once annually, 
|and at a cost of about $120 per 
| transparency, the initial sum ir- 
| volved is between $25 and $30,000. 
| This amount is amortized on a per- 
| use basis during the year. 





Before any shooting is done, the | 


agency uses a scale model of each 
studio and each appliance for 
planning purposes, and when the 
agency men are ready for the 
photographer, they know exactiy 
where every piece of furniture will 
go, and every camera angle is plan- 
ned in advance. 

Costs of each network commer- 
cial are estimated by the agency 


| three days in advance of proeduc- 





| tion, and totaled three days after | 


telecasting when the client is bill- 
ed. In every case, Levin claims, the 
initial estimate on the work sheet 
is never off more than 1%. 


‘Still No Bunny 


Continued from page 61 


























have been pounding home the story 


ligious tone of the day. Dignity, 
dignity, dignity the tele people 
keep saying. 

Privately, however, they’re scared 
too. One untoward reprise will 
touch off a bale of criticism. “And 
to prevent anything like that, 
they’re taking extraordinary pre- 
cautions to control coverage of the 
event. 

ABC Prefers Going To D.C, 

ABC, for instance, in its “Easter 
1953” from 1 to 2, will carry only 
a quarter of an hour from New 
York and then will switch to Wash- 
ington, where a brunch is being 
held under the joint auspices of 
ABC and the International Rescue 
Committee (of enslaved peoples). 

In New York, extreme care will 
be exercised by having a con- 
trolled ABC interview area blocked 
off in the Plaza across the street 
from the Sherry-Netherland Hotel. 
Maggi McNellis and Reginald Gar- 
diner will speak to society folk 
there. At the Washington brunch, 
ABC expects Vice-President Rich- 
ard M. Nixon, Mrs. John Eisen- 
hower, the President’s daughter-in- 
law, and other distinguished guests. 

Besides their outdoor coverage, 
both NBC and CBS have controlled 
areas—NBC at the Roof Gardens 
of Radio City’s Italian building, 
where there’ll be a kiddie-clothes 
and international fashion show, and 
CBS in the Terrace Room of the 
Plaza Hotel, where fashions will be 
modeled and UN children inter- 
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MR. CHANNEL 8... 


symbol of WGAL-TV’s 
increased power, now gives 
larger coverage, bigger 


audience, greater sales poten- 
tial to WGAL-TV advertisers. 


*Market includes Harrisburg, York, 
Lancaster, Reading, Lebanon 


that the 1953 Parade will be dig- | 
nified and in keeping with the re- | 


viewed by Yul Brynner on native 
celebrations. If there is some dis- 
turbance in the street, the nets can 
switch away, and this time they’re 
sensitive to the situation. 

In spite of all the care, everyone 
concerned is still jumpy and jittery 
—so muchsso that the sponsors 
have not been persuaded that an 
outlay is more than an investment 
in worry. It’s wait and see for 


Easter, 1953. 











Se Continued from page 61 eee 


director, it’s been casting about for , 
'a nationally known commentator 
with which to launch co-ops in a 
big way (currently only Saturday 
night wrestling and Monday night 
boxing are carried co-op). DuMont | 
consequently went after Pearson | 
with the local sponsorship pitch | 
and at the same time queried its | 
| affiliates, leading to current dis-, 
| cussions. 








Tapes Own Show 
Washington, March 31. 

Drew Pearson, whose network 
radio show on ABC wound up Sun- 
day, is ready to replace it with a 
taped news show commencing next | 
Sunday. 
' Columnist and gabber is selling | 
ithe taped version himself and 
| claims he will have upwards of 200 
| stations buying the tapes, which 
will be for Sunday release at about 
the same time as his outgoing radio | 
show. Stations pay Pearson for 
| the tape and then sell sponsorship 
locally. Commentator says about 
100 stations have already sold the 
time and that some of the others | 
are holding back temporarily be- 
cause the tab is too high for them 
to handle on a sustaining basis. 


K-F’s Radio-TV 


¢.ontinued from page 61 


|May. W. H. Weintraub is the 
agency. 

Unusual angle of deal is that it’s 
pitched right at the baseball pic- 
ture. For the first two weeks of 
April, K-F will have three “Today” 
segments a week, Monday, Wed- 
nesday and Friday, on baseball 
films from the major-league train- 
ing camps. After baseball’s open- 
ing day in mid-April, there will be 
a segment a day featuring a base- 
ball scoreboard. The time reverts 
to three participations a week for 
the last two weeks in May. Jack 
Lescoulie will spiel the baseball 
scores, 


If the car company likes its two- 
month ride, it has What amounts to 
an option to continue on “Today” 
—probably at three a week—for 
the rest of the baseball season, an 
investment of about $250,000 for 
K-F, The program had eight big 
auto company sponsors in the last 
year, but only for a saturation 
push. This is a new attack, ‘hitting 
the baseball season with a car 
pitch. 

K-F will start off the sponsorship 
with a big dealer-display of ban- 
ners, and later initiate scoreboard 
contests. 

































Curtain Time 


mmm Continued from page 61- 


in the same area limits competition, 
reduces diversification of control of 
programs, and puts competitive TV 
stations af a disadvantage. 

Similar questions were raised by 
Miss Hennock in dissenting to au- 
thorizations issued to the Utah 
Broadcasting & TV Corp. in Salt 
Lake City and to Television Serv- 
ices of Knoxville, Tenn. 


Other TV permits issued last 
week went to Valley Telecasting 
Co. in Yuma, Ariz.; KFXJ in Grand 
Junction, Colo.; Marion Radio 
Corp. in Indianapolis; Empire Coil 
Co. in Indianapolis; Rib Mountain 
Radio Co. in Des Moines; Minne- 
sota-Ilowa TV Cp. in Austin, Minn.; 
Alamo TV Co. in San Antonio, and 
KNAL in Victoria, Tex. 

These authorizations brought to 
325 the number issued since the 
lifting of the freeze and to 432 
the total number of stations au- 
thorized. . 





New Orleans—Betty Underwood, 
for 12 years a top femme mike 
personality here, has been upped 
to director of women’s programs at 
WNOE. She airs two daily Mon- 
day-through-Friday am. stanzas, 
‘The Betty Underwood Show” and 
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—Television 

Courses in radio and television production, direction and writin 
will be offered by Barnard College and NBC in. the third annut 
Summer Institute of Radio and Television from June 29 to Aug 7 
Six courses, including two new ones, will be given by NBC exec.’ 
New courses are “Directing, Writing and Producing for Educational 
Television,” to be conducted by Robert Wald, associate produce; of 
“American Inventory,” and “Films for Television,” to be taught 4 
William C. Hodapp, producer of same show and exec directo; - 
Teleprograms. Other courses will be taught by Michael Dann plan. 
ning manager for NBC; Ross Donaldson, net’s supervisor of literary 
and story rights; Patrick J. Kelly, supervisor of announcers and Robert 
L. Garthwaite, senior production coordinator. 





WCBS-TV, N. Y., last week installed a clock with correct time on 
station breaks in the early morning. The, clock breaks will be seen 


| from 7:30 a.m., new key opening, to 9 a.m. 


Right time is a regular “Today” feature on opposing WNBT from 
7 to 9. 





One of those inadvertent camera slips occurred on NBC-TY’s Friday 
night ‘bouts ‘from Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., last week, in which the 
NBC camera picked up and held for a moment an ABC radio unit 
at ringside. Viewers got a good look at the ABC letters when the 
camera followed the ring announcer through the ropes as he picked 
up the judges’ votes on the outcome of the Paddy Young-Ernie 
Durando bout. ; 

Events are sponsored by Gillette on NBC-TV and ABC radio. 

Novel promotional test is being tried by WABC-TV, N. Y. Tele 
are rd yyfttehe - the op subways, testing pull of subWay ads 

ation has installed large-size sters in th ing “Discover 
the New Channel 7.” ah ae, aoaeiees 

Unique phase of the operation, according to Mitchell DeGroot, sta- 
tion’s advertising chief, is that it can be tested. Most riders of the 
BMT live in Brooklyn. Station is conducting surveys of listening 
habits in Brooklyn as opposed to the other boroughs. After a suitable 
period, it will be able to measure effect of the ads.. 

If they prove successful, station will expand advertising campaign 
~ Pt other two N. Y. subway systems, plus suburban trains and 
stations, 





NBC television, facing a sustaining desert from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. with “The Big Payoff” shift to CBS-TV, is attacking advertiser 
resistance with an audience-measurement broadside. 

The NBC facts and figures claim that in daytime (a) women viewers 
average 1.1 per set, same as evening, (b) program costs are much 
less than half)evening talent charges, (c) commercial time allowances 
are higher, and (d) station lineups are more complete. 


Storer’s Miami Beach Dick Gilbert’s Pact 
‘ Phoenix, March -31. 
Exec Setup; Jr. Now V.P. jock 


Dick Gilbert, KTYL disk jockey, 
a, eg has pacted new deal with the sia- 
Miami, March 31. tion until September, 1957. Cur- 

Storer Broadcasting Co., with | rently broadcasting over KTYL AM 
television stations in four cities|and FM, he’s slated to add an 
and radio outlets in seven, will con-| hour-long daily TV show to his 
solidate in Miami Beach all execu-| schedule when station enters that 
tive operations now divided among ! medium. . 
Birmingham, Ala., Toledo, O., and 
Miami Beach. > 

The new home office will be 
located in a modern, air-condi- 
tioned building, expected ready for 
occupancy by mid-September, to 
be erected on recently bought 
Storer property. New York and 
Chicago offices will remain, with 
Gotham branch*Soon expanding in- 
to new five-story Storer House on 
East 57th St. 

In an another development, the 
board of directors last Wednesday 
(25) elected George B. Storer, Jr., 
eldest son of the president, to the 
position of veepee. He has been 








Tele operating is expected to 
start April 12. 














Now starring on NBC's 
managing director of television sta- ALL STAR REVUE 


Saturdays, 8-9 p.m., EST 
Myt.: William Morris Agency 


tion KEYL, San Antonio, and v.p. 
of the San Antonio Television Co. 

















Carter to Co-Sponsor 
DuM ‘Plainclothesman’ 


Carter Products last week bought 
half-sponsorship of DuMont’s 
“Plainclothesman,” Sunday night 
mystery series, for total of 16 
weeks during spring and summer. 
Carter will co-star with Larus 
Bros. from April 15 to May 24 and 
then from June 21 to August 9. 

Carter is also co-sponsor on 
“Down You Go,” web's Friday 
night quizzer, with Toni. It con- 
tinues through the summer as co- 


Attention TV Producers 
AVAILABLE SOON 


Major Studio Space 


IN HOLLYWOOD 
FOR YOUR TV PRODUCTIONS 
Complete facilities, equipment, and vaults. For 
detaiis write Bex 32!, Daily Variety, 63!! 
Yueca Street, L. A. 








REHEARSAL SPACE AVAILABLE 


‘deal stage fer television and radio rehearsals 
and broadeasting. Completely equipped ond 
lighted. AIR CONDITIONED, Five minutes 











bankroller. from Times Square, Call Stanley Kostner— 
WAtkins 4-6230 or WA 4-8782. 
P ei . THEATER DE LYS 
Early Birds’ 23d Anni 121 Christopher St. 


| 


Dallas, March 31. 

WFAA “Early Birds,” rated as 
the oldest breakfast show on the 
air, is rounding out its 23d anni on |] Ex-account exec, 31, single, person- 
the outlet with 9,700 performances |] eble, college grod, experience with 
already chalked up. 

During the anni week oldtime |f work. SEEKS RADIO-TV FILM connec: 
members of the cast, some in per- 
son and some by. transcription, will 
be featured. 





NEWSMAN 














LO. 8-3100 


ALTON ALEXANDER 


Writer-Director 


500 PLAYS AND SKETCHES ON 


Hollywood Screen Test, ABC-TV - 
(Starting Sixth Consecutive Year!) 





Thanks to LESTER, JULIET and MORT LEWIS 
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VARIETY 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Local 153, Office Employes International Union (AFL), has started 
organizing drive at CBS. The AFL outfit distributed leaflets twice 
ol week attacking the Employe-Management Committee set up by 
ras after employes turned down union representation two years ego. 


«world of Sound,” program on WNEW, N. Y., which has blind 
yildren talking about sounds and what they bring to mind, will 
undergo a couple of changes on the technical and human side. Two 





weeks from now, topic will be the circus, and instead of the customary | and radio-TV veepee af the Geyer /ming, there is a broad basis of | 900.000 transmitter station and 


d sound effects, station will bring in some actual circus peo- | 


apes an - 4 
pe from Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey circus. Clowns, other per- 

“mers Wi : P 
sats scheduled will come from the children’s school, the N. Y. 





Mills Bros., Stan Kenton and Rhon- 
da Fleming. 

Prexy of the new firm is James 
Beach, former TV producer for 


BBD&O, who just resigned as as- | 


sistant to the director of the radio- 
TV department of Biow agency, 
to head up the project. Other mem- 
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| five years, and the Empire ‘Coil’s 
| WXEL, on the air for three ‘years, 


| bers of. TV Roadshows, Inc., are| both continue to sign on at either 


| 


! 


ll entertain the kids, then take them to the circus. Other | 


George T. Duram, who becomes 
sales manager, after having served 
as media director for Lever Bros. 


agency; Byron McKinney, former 
TV producer for Calkins & Hold- 
en, Carlock, McClinton & Smith 


|; agency, who becomes veepee; and 


oe “ute for the Education of the Blind, where station is taping the | 
st :o0l’s choral group (for its Easter Sunday show) and various ciasses 


where sound is used to illustrate principles ordinarily limited to 


sight 





Mutual has split its network into four divisions for operating con- 
venience under Daylight Saving rime and for satisfactory scheduling 
of the net’s “Game of the Day” series. — 
~ Networks A and B went into operation Monday (30), four weeks 


prior to DST. Other two divisions’ become effective April 26, when 


| Krim. 


DST goes into effect. Plans call for networks A and D (Eastern and | 


Mountain-Pacific time zones) to release programs on Eastern DST 
<chedules, with B and C releasing programs one hour later. Programs 
will be controlled through a new control-recording center in web's 
N. Y. quarters. 


RCA topper David Sarnoff was nominated last week by President 
Fisenhower for the permanent retirement rank of Brigadier General 
which Sarnoff held during the war. Last year, Sarnoff headed a 
Commission named by President Truman to try and work out econ- 
omies in the armed forces. He is now a member of a similar commis- 
sion appointed by the President. 





A radio-newspaper editorial in the New York Post (26) is giving 
broadcasting flacks a bitter laugh. The Post sermon chided The New 
York Times for failing to mention, 4n a story on Rudolph Halley, 
“post columnist Barry Gray's show.” Times has referred’ twice to a 
post-midnight radio broadcast. 

The airwave flacks note that the Post is none too scrupulous about 
network, station or program mentions when hot news is made on 
broadcasts, on such shows as “Meet the Press” or “Man of the Week,” 
for instance. 





ABC radio has changed the name of its counterpart to ABC-TV’s 
“Album” series from “Caravan” to “Playbill,” but format will be the 
same. Initialler for the series, which tees off April 16, hasn't been 
selected yet. 

Number of the subsequent airers have been set. Bert Lytell will 
star in “Country Lawyer,” adapted from the Bellamy Partridge novel. 
Caesar Romero will appear in “Passport to Adventure,” while several 
AM versions of plays on the “Album” series will be done on the 
AM “Playbill.” Among these wiJl be Paul Douglas in “Justice” and 
Alan Mowbray in “Colonel Flack.” 





Florence S. Lowe, VARIETY’s Washington Bureau, has been named 
president of the capital chapter of* American Women in Radio & 
‘V'elevision. Mrs. Lowe, whose husband, Herman, is VARIETY’s bureau 
chief, has been covering the Washington beat for past seven years. 

Others named to new officers’ slate for AWRT are vice-president, 
Beity Doolittle, assistant to chairman of NARTB; treasurer Helen 
Coar, assistant manager of Joint Congressional Radio-TV Facilities; 
secretary, Imogene Putnam, manager of WCFM and town’s sole femme 
station manager. Nancy Osgood, head of femme activities and com- 
mentator for WRC & WNBW, NEC o. and o. outlets, is retiring prexy. 


TV Package 











Omaha—Jim (Cottrell) Howard 
last week joined WOW-TV as an- 
nouncer. i 


Richard M. Dunn, former radio- 
TV producer for N. W. Ayer, also 
a veepee. 

Firm was incorporated last June 
by. Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & 
Treasurer is James Ley- 
den, composer and conductor for 
RCA Victor records, but financing 
is reportedly from a Wall Streeter 
with coal and shipping interests. 
‘Old as Vaude, Complex as TV’ 

Beach, who began shaping up the 
project last April, says, “The idea 
is as old as vaudeville and as com- 
plex as television.” This coming 
weekend, Duram will begin pitch- 
ing the plan to bankrollers in De- 
troit and Cleveland, with a special 
appeal to beer companies, auto 
dealer associations, dairy associa- 
tions, soft drink bottlers and de- 
partment stores. On basis of present 
schedule, mobile star units will be- 
gin rolling in the last two weeks 
of July. 

Beach maintains that no TV sta- 
tion manager. queried so far has 


raised a squawk at the notion of | 
shuffling schedules to fit in the | 


; once-a-month live starrer. He says 


| rehearsed in N. Y. four days by a/| 
| topflight showman. Three toppers | 


the project has been extolled by 
toppers for WXYZ-TV, Detroit, 
WENR-TV, Chicago, WMAR-TV, 
Baltimore, and WBZ-TV, Boston, 
with an exec for an Indianapolis 
video station reporting, “I know 
of five regional advertisers in town 
who can’t afford to let their com- 
petitors get their hands on this 
sponsorship.” 
Recruit Top Names 
Project calls for each unit to be 


who have expressed willingness to 
direct are David Alexander, who 
directed Broadway hits “Pal Joey” 


jand “Hazel Flagg”; Charles Dubin, 
| who produced “Pulitzer Prize The- 
| atre” on ABC-TV; and Eddie Nu- 


i Wood scripter of Danny Thomas | 











Continued from page 1 
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FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


104 St. (2731 B’way) Modern Elevator 








inked, Music Corp. of America, 
| William Morris office and General 
| Artists Corp. have all assured TV 


| whose agents have stated interest 
in present megotiations are Frankie 


Laine, Ginger Rogers, Dorothy La- 
mour, Marge & Gower Champion, 
Gene Nelson, Jack Carson, Jerry 
Lester, Jeanette MacDonald, James 
Melton, Peter Lind Hayes & Mary 
| Healy, Bert Wheeler, Johnnie Ray, 
Ethel Waters, Mel Torme, Nat 
(King) Cole, Jimmy Dorsey, Woody 
Herman, Mindy Carson, June Valli, 

















SECRETARY AVAILABLE 


Competent, intelligent, executive abil- 
ity, wide experience, college: $75. 
weekly, 
Telephone: MO 2-2350, Miss J. 
Evenings: SA 2-5497 





























it's big wont it’s 


Prosperous 


$1,533,373,000 


‘yearly. buying income 





the 
WDEL-TV 


Wilmington, Deleware - 


market 


capita income of any state, is 
the heart of this market which 
also includes parts of New 
Jersey, Maryland and Pennsy]- 
-vania. Buy WDEL-TV for an 
audience that buys. 


I 
; Delaware, with highest per 
! 
; 


i A Steinmon Stotion 


‘Represented by M EE KER 


Kew Yorn Chicege Les Angeles San Frencis 
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gent, who produced the 
Whiteman Show” on 
Among the writers who want to 
go along is Bob Sehiller, Holly- 


and Ed Wynn stints on NBC-TV. 
Each unit, composed of a star 

and supporting acts, will be ac- 

companied by a stage manager, 


|camera director, script girl, musi- 


cal conductor, seven first-chair mu- 
sicians, and a publfcity man. Over- 


{night stand performances wiil be 
;made from the TV station’s audi- 


Apts. i " 19.9) | . ‘“ 

pts. Full Nation end bath, 1 pin 2 | Roadshows, Inc., of “complete co- 
rooms, Everything new. Immediate }/ operation” in booking talent with 
occupancy. Agent en premises or | the project.. Among the topliners | 
UN 5-5878. . 


torium or a remote from a local | 
theatre. Each local bankroller will | 
get a publicity-promotion kit and | 
his commercials will be integrated | 


into the locally-angled half-hour 
program. Extra merchandising tie- 
ins, such as truck panels, window 
displays, contests, and point of 
sale hoopla, are paid for separately 
by each bankroller, in additicn to 
the program package price. How- 
ever, the project will offer gratis 
cooperative promotions, such as 
theatre lobby displays, music store 


licity. 
Beach sees some bankrollers ro- 


week for 13 weeks with an existing 
weekly half-hour program. “In a 
similar way,” he says, “American 
Tobacco now uses its live high- 
budgeted ‘Jack Benny Show’ once 
a month, rotating with the filmed 
‘Private Secretary’ on CBS-TV.” 
The company’s “Show of the 
Month” is being offered to these 
markets: Baltimore, Boston, Buf- 
falo,. Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas 
City, Milwaukee, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, N. Y., Philadelphia, Schenec- 
tady, St. Louis and Washington. 


Prockter Bid to Throw 





New York State Supreme Court 
Justice Louis A. Valente, in a de- 
cision jast week (28), turned down 
motions by Prockter Productions, 
Inc., to dismiss the $153,000 breach 
of contract. suit brought against 
Prockter by three former employes. 

The trio—writer Abram S. Gin- 
nes, producer David Pressman and 
director Daphne Elliot—was sum- 
marily dropped last year, and 
claims firm’s offer of later settle- 





- 


ment is a concession ef, liability. 


“Paul | 
ABC-TV. 


ecards, deejay and newspaper pub- | 


tating this live starrer every fourth | 


Out 1536 Suit Denied 


9 or 10 am. “because there is no 
| audience.” 
| Eliminating network program- 


| agreement among the general man- 

|; agers that spot sales are respon- 

|sible for the bulk of station in- 

/come; that local programming, be- 

|cause of high cost, is relegated to 
a secondary position. 

| Yet, this does not eliminate the 


need for both local programming | 


and public service since both are 
key vehicles attracting spot sales, 
tie-ins and participation blurbs. 
Competitive Claims 

James Hanrahan, WEWS general 
manager, credited his’ station’s 
“best position in the community 
because of our constant stress for 
quality programming and attempts 


to offer educational programs with- | 


in the public service field. With al- 
|}most six hours of weekly educa- 
| tional programming we exceed any 
other Cleveland TV outlet.” 

| The claim of “best position” was 
linstantly challenged by both Hamil- 
{ton Shea, general manager of 
|WNBK, and Franklin Snyder, 
WXEL general manager. 

Shea pointed to Channel Four’s 
“top merchandising success story” 
as reflecting the “high quality and 
abundance of local programming” 
in the station’s average weekly out- 
put of 115 air hours, largest in the 
city. 

You must incorporate ““ocal 
talent in your programming,” de- 
clared Shea, adding, “local talent 
'can bring that vital neighborhood 
flavor into your operation that not 
only makes you a ‘community’ en- 
terprise, but permits good mer- 
chandising.” 

Snyder cited the construction of 
WXEL’s downtown studio as but 
one step in the “$1,000,000 expan- 
sion program geared to greater 
local participation in our overall 
program format. There is greater 


prestige value placed on our opera- | 


tion because of live programming,” 
jhe maintained, and said prestige 
| built around quality programs re- 
| flects in increased time sales. 

All three outlets agree that 
sports and news are generating in- 
creased viewer interest, although 
WXEL and WNBK are utilizing 


ming than WEWS. The Scirpps- 
Howard outlet pivots its news 
around Dorothy Fuldheim, news 
analyst; WNBK hypos news around 
“Today,” noon, supper and late 


evening hours, while WXEL has |; 
built its 11 to 11:20 p.m. segment | 


into one of Cleveland’s top news- 


sports segments of the entire tele- 


casting day. 


new advertiser into 
the banks of Cleveland. During ra- 
dio, the financial institutions were 
strangers. Today, they form a 
growing time-buying element, par- 
ticularly on cross-the-board public 
service program basis. 


Industrial concerns, seeking em- 
| ployees, are also taking advantage 
of television and are purchasing 
{sports, news and participation 
| spots. 

Because of the surge of TV, all 





Cleveland TV 


—= Coniinued from page 61 == — 


more sports and news program- | 


Television has brought one large | 
oadcasting:. | 








[taree outlets are increasing their 


| 858-foot transmitter; WXEL is up- 


; ping its radiated power to 370 kw, 
hand WNBK is building a new $1,- 


tower for its TV power increase to 
100 kw visual. 

WNBK’s operation offers a firm 
| presentation to AM _ prospectors 
|now moving into TV. Shea oper- 
ates from a dual position as general 
manager of both media. He“ does 
|not see the immediate “death of 
any radio time ‘salesmen, because 
radio’s impact is still dynamic, 
particularly during the morning 
hours, at meal times, when there 
|are shift changes at industrial 
plants, and, of course, auto radio.” 

Shea made three suggestions to 
|AMers moving into TV. 

“Don’t sell radio short, it can do 
a sales job for you. With the addi- 
| tion of TV you should put extra ef- 
| fort into our AM operation to ex- 
|plore new avenues. In building 
| your TV staff don’t fail to integrate 
| your AM personnel—with the one 
exception of sales—and thus avoid 
| duplication, and finally, start your 
TV operations moderately. Pick 
your programming for high audi- 
ence peaks and work from those 
points out.” 





Gotham Tele 


Continued from pare 59 eee 





| 
Ave., has a huge plant near the 
| Hudson River on West 57th St. Du- 
| Mont has exec offices on Madison 
| Ave. but program department and 
| key studios are in its new E. 67th 
St. Tele-Centre. Mutual has its 
|main offices and studios in ifs old 
'40th St.-Broadway location, but 
WOR-TV is run from its new build- 
ing on W. 67th St. WPIX is in 
the Daily News Building on E. 
| 42nd St. 
| Situation, especially studio-wise, 
\is further complicated through the 
|use of theatres and other facilities. 
| DuMont still overates from Wana- 
maker’s Dept. Store, on 8th St., in 
addition to two theatres. CBS and 
| NBC have theatres all over the 
| place, as does ABC. 
| Radio-wise, most complete split 


|is WLIB, which has its exec offices 
(on E. 30th St. with additional stu- 
dios in Harlem’s Hotel Theresa on 
125th St. It all makes for good 
business for the hackies, anyway. 





SS 


“MHUMAN ENCYCLOPEDIA” 
| Young man, well-read, well-informed, 
| ossessing enormous fund of general 
| 





nformation, desires position prepar- 
ing material for husbanc-wife team in 
Radio-TV. Specializing in Human tIn- 
terest angle. Also wealth of material 
for monologist. 

Joseph Duncy 
224 Sutter Averive, B’klyn 12, N. Y. 
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Resnick Quits As 
FCC Examiner 


Washington, March 3}. 
Leo Resnick, FCC-examiner \ jo 
presided at the Paramount pack. 


VARIETY 


to help schools and others in the TV-educational field . . . Sales of 
pete receivers in the Philadelphia area were up slightly in Feb- 
| ruary this year, according to official figures from the Electrical Assn. 
‘of Philadelphia. Total for February, 1953, was 16,871, compared with | 


From the Production Centres | 16,064 for the same month last year. 


Coptipees, frame Seore? | CBS net asked for shift in WCAU-TV's live western “Action in 
radio and TV head, one of Organizers Of Missouri Valley Television ‘the Afternoon” to 4 p.m. slot to permit wider audience. 
Co. which has applied to the FCC for a TV station permit in St. Louis. 

... “Last Man’s Club” of 300 localities under observation of Univ. of | IN BOSTON ..-~ 

Minnesota psychological hygiene laboratory on a heart disease research | Ray Giradin, WEEI production director and vet of 2 years at the 


70 RADIO-TELEVISION 


























project will participate in’ 4 CBS TV series, “The Search,” to start | station, has resigned his post to take over as radio and TV director 
next October and intended to dramatize higher education's scien- | for Humphrey, Alley & Richards ad agency. He will divide his time 


tific and cultural contributions to individual and national welfare. . 


..| between Hub and New York. . . Bob Gilman, formerly associated with 


Twin Cities bus and streetcar service to be speeded up through installa- | Northeast Airlines, has been added to Yankee Network sales force . .. 
tion of two-way radio communications between headquarters and 10 | Sabby Lewis, WBMS deejay for past six months, has ankled the sta- 
















































































age hearings, resigned today jo 
enter private law practice in Wash- 
ingen, specializing in radio ang 


Resnick has been with the Com. 























“roving” dispatchers . . . AS a public service more than 26 of’state's/|tion . . . Coleman Cody has been named merchandising manager of | mission since 1940, when he joined 
radio stations carried a speech by Gov. C. E. Anderson of Minne-| WEEI filling the spot vacated by Tom Young, who recently switched | the litigation division. He has been Fc 
sota detailing progress of present Legislature . . . In order to speed | to station’s sales dept. . . . WNAC-TV set to telecast the Easter Vigil | an examiner for six years. Besides on 
FCC action two applicants for a TV station on Channel 6 in the | Service at St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge, Easter Saturday night, from | the Paramount case, which resulted > 
Duluth, Minn.-Superior, Wis., area, Lakehead Telecasters, Inc., »f| 11 to 1 am. ...ABC-TV’s Saturday night fight telecasts will be car-| in the merger of ABC and United t t! 
Duluth, and Ridson, Inc., of Superior, are consolidating the applica-| ried by WNAC-TV here . . WEEI’s Priscilla Fortesque will join | Paramount Theatres, he presided o 
tions, with Lakehead withdrawing and Ridson left as only applicant. | Dave Garroway, Al Capp and Bradford Bachrach on judges’ stand at | at important proceedings inyoly. al 
Latter is headed by Robert Ridder of newspaper and WCCQ-TV and | General Electric’s Lynn Plant Beauty Contest, April 6. | ing broadcast station transfers and dow 
radio family. + 4; applications and common carrier only 
| | matters. “i 
’ TEV 7 lowest category of profitable sta- : é Colu 
IN CLE} ELAND ... tions—those seertainn less than | TV Insurance | Prior a government “Till 
Adelbert A. Skirbunt has been added to the WEWS sales staff . . ,| $10,000 profit—there were only | os a a we & private (Ter 
Saul Glantz has left WHK to become sales and promotion manager | four. aie cena ae Loewe yr necling PE any pie ately T 
of Cleveland’s Mainliner, Inc. . . . Chris Miller, WSRS disker, doing, Of the 14 losing stations, two) ing the insurance companies, Lev-| With phi Bet Ka ; Ny school, the 
an all-night spree from Castellano’s Restaurant . . . Glenn Rowell|reported losses of $400,000 to; more offers the following hypo- | 1936 a@ Aappa honors, in song 
added another half-hour, Mon.-thru-Fri. 9 a.m. stanza to his list in | $800,000. Three others averaged | thetical case: Suppose the film “X” : broa 
which he sings his own compositions as well as spins disks . . . Gus| losses of over $200,000, two others was replayed in a small town in are | 
Ameier, formerly of New York, doing NBC scenic designing here | of over $100,000 and seven of less | Iowa several years after it played Mil Labs Bell T ] h othe 
. . . Gordon “Skip” Ward said farewell to Uncle Sam to resume an- | than $100,000. | on gether in Reon York. a es ’ e ep one = 

nouncing chores at WTAM-WNBK .. . Johnny Andrews back from he 40 cities with only one | ter’s statute of limitations provide . e 

a three-week Carib cruise to emcee’ WTAM “Bandwagon” and do Pe ~ Som were no losers last| for a certain number of years, In NBC Radio Renewals It 
WNBK piano-singing stint .. . Joe Berg and Sid Nadler opened their | year whereas in 1951 one of the which had already elapsed _ since Renewals, on several f Song 
“Just Plain Bedlam" hour-disk stanza WJW Sat. 8 p.m. . . . Warren | 49 lost money. These “only” sta- | initial showing of the film. But on} ..nain sweet musi Seen, _— of A 
me ag TV-Sohio voice on week's vacation, with Bill Tomkins AM | ;jons averaged profits last year of | ens the film in awe, someone pe & e Sic in radio's torn 
Sohio taking on the WXEL nightly pitch at 11... Miller High Life | ¢g39 95 » averaged | decided his privacy had been in- ae ; ; start 
Beer, WEWS, and March of Time previewed magazine's Cleveland | Ssai'soe, aii Meare . | vaded and filed suit. Not gnly lar pm Pree teh ta ae mack-to. proj 
Indians Film at a cocktail party at the Cleveland Ball Club’s Wig-|” 1," tne soven-station markets of |COWd he claim present damages | ihe World” (7.30 pea) ary of th 
wam ... Sam Levine, proprietor of bowling shows on WHK and me: Y oh Gna ©. A the five rofit- against the local station owner, but Man’s Famil (TAS) - One dio ' 
WNBK, elected to national bowling board . . . Nat Shilkret in town | Vy oO nete averaged ov $1,703, could sue the show's producer,| - Gi,” 4 coos uM ge on NBC (Viet 
for Hann Theatre show, visited old friends including NBC's Fred| Ooo in th auch The average of | Writer. actors, and even the origi-| iy. “°emmns Maren 80 for 52 (NBC 
Wilson of Rondaleers . .'. Carl Stahley of Lakewood Little Theatre aa eee. a heatt cee eteg | Hal network, sponsor and agencies, | WC°*s- : own 
directing upcoming Press Club presentati f “Blessed Event.” the four stations which reported Bell Telephone takes added 52- lus 
g uy ng Press Club presentation o essed Event. profits in these markets in 1951 Pace oe be eon Serene, See Gene week NBC Monday ride, starting P oe 
‘ sida 2w ra a y 3 4 “ Sie ot hay S 
IN PHILADELPHIA oo A once cory the gap between the only remaining domestic under- sl with “The Telephone fee 
g 7 ial . : te ieee : . av 
Paul Whiteman, whose “TV-Teen Club” is a WFIL-TV origination, | profit and loss in the N. Y.-L. A. en eee one filmed On WCBS, N. Y. , Sinclair Refin- ASC 
celebrated his fourth anni with the ABC-TV web and his 63d birthday | markets is evident from the FCC| Gl Gtic shows: rates will be ap {in Co. (through Jan, 2, 1954) and over 
Saturday (28)... Lanse McCurley, veteran sports editor of the Daily | figures. Average losses of the nine | 300 to 400% One pa sis data #. | Richard Hudnut via Kenyon and lecte 
News, and Al Wistert; former captain and lineman of the Philadelphia | losing stations in these cities last | into saiheniiad had oo x — Eckhardt, beginning Apri! 6, re- the | 
Eagles pro football team, launch a nightly TV program April 6 on| year were $296,000. In 1951, the| than $400 a year aroed tt? — newed their schedules of weekday by a 
WPTZ. Show is sponsored by Gretz Beer . . . DeSoto dealers of | average deficit of eight stations | (700 of about $200 000 4 ny station breaks. conv 
this area are picking up the tab for George Walsh’s nightly recap of | which reported losses was $538,000. Couple of weeks 1 ter Ls a ; . ‘ Schu 
baseball scores and sports headlines, starting April 6... WFIL cele- oe 4 bout be 7 “A bre er ‘ . = is he 
brated its 31st anni (17) and Hal Simonds, radio sales manager, began | fj fi * i os he or: Yap gg Cincinnati—WLW-T will origi- York 
32d year with station . . . Gov. John S. Fine, of Pennsylvania, is ap- | Spee n pica 4 $1,500 for the nate 2 special Easter wee Sor Ra 

pointing a committee to study pr sed | gi lati for State funds | | Color TV—When? same coverage. This particular | the NBC TV network April 5. It 
stud) get me: egislation for State funds | | ‘ show managed to get the-original | will be the pontifical high mass at aaa 
Fy Sage iy 9 8 cpm ger egucmna aa ar mmaen ~onti 5 ‘irate on a technicality, but the | St. Monica’s Basilica here from 11 nua 
: , TV’ B Y es SSS Seek eee te | underwriter served notice that in| _, * ye — Archbishop a 
that he doesn’t want to go t0©\the future rates would be at the | Karl T. Alter celebrating. py 
STARS’ CARS s anner ear deeply into the color morass. | highest level. $16,0 
= Continued from page 58 Samet | When the ranking Republican | Couple of other changes have AS 
erate ce  aadieee ‘ rr AR eth | been added. Instead of offerin with 
of business by the TV broadcasting | member of the Committee, Rep. sé ing a die I 
-COUNTRY industry, there were still 14 sta-| Carl Hinshaw (R., Calif.), suggest- | Specified coverage on each episode, You 
' tions in the red last year (same as | ed questioning officials of the Na-| there’s now an aggregate figure for hit: 
in 1951) although their average/|tional Production Authority re-| the series beyond which the under- film 


Going from B'way to Hollywood, 
or vice versa? “The Best Way” is 
to ship your car, not to drive it, 
advises Judson Freight Forward- 


losses were smaller. None of these | garding the ban on color set pro- 
14 losers were in the seven-station | duction, revoked last week, Chair- 
market classification of New York} man Wolverton snapped: “That's 



























writer won't pay. Another change 
is a 15% surcharge if the original 
title is changed on a live show, 
and complete new coverage is nec- 

















Geller and Erwin, Wasey. 
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' 1 
: 1 
' ! 
j 1 
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! | 
! ing Division of National Carload- | 
; me toh mag ney on and Los Angeles (FCC does not/ not necessary. The ban has been ~ gore / c e 
i rf spray | a eg '}reveal reports of individual sta-| rescinded.” po so fe Bp is —_—— on pic Dr 
ee nase eh, Haute nd | tions), indicating the Possibility) Chairman Wolverton had made | "°si¢aitieantly, variety shows h 
. Wels. i. « , | that one station in one of these| known his fesentment against dropped in mL Beh oH oS aave 
! you save wear and tear on you !!last year as FCC reported only;the Committee is inquiring into P as shown few suits 
; and car, actual driving costs, | | ejght losers in the seven-station | ch by Sen. Edwin C. Johnson have resulted from them. But on 
storage enroute, and expenses in- |! | ~ - : charges by sen. Ed . es radio, those post-midnight deejay- 
| volved in the long trip. Besides, markets in 1951 (of only 12 stations | (D., Colo.) that “powerful inter-| ;apher programs have b hit 
you have much better chance of |! | which ‘subfmitted reports in that | ests” are delaying color video. He Prog e Deen A 80 
¢ Steves A 980 Bipve yourselt  , | year) insists that plans of the Senate |°2%¢ that no insurance company Eff 
you take rail or air and let Jud- ! ; : insis Pp : is willing to indemnify the com- 
j Son ship your car and belongings. Average profits of the 94 stations | Interstate Commerce Committee to | mentators a segm 
' | which made money last year were | Jook into the color situation had y get | 
i If your my , engagement on | | $453,000. The one ee a nothing to do with his Commit- boxes 
& Soni d $330,000 in profits in 1951. tee’s inquir arm 
" t, just call Jue ah age : quiry. 
your car shipped to'you.  '| There were 16 TV stations which | just the same, it was not until |} Radio’s ‘Me Too’ M. 
! ee ; 1 | averaged more than $1,000,000 in| sen Johnson released his letter ’ anotl 
Gee ey Feeenene directory &t , | Profits en year and of retry to Sen. Charles Tobey, chairman |lamemms Tontinued from page 58 woul 
fice or write to: Judson Forward- were 12 averaging over $1,500,000. | of the Senate Commerce Commit- exem 
1 ing, National Carloading Cor- | | Another 17 stations cleared, on the | tee, urging a full investigation into | &tS,oPen—until 6 p.m., when CBS, e@ DISPLAY Law. 
} poration, 19 Rector Street, New average, over $600,000 (before | .9); ddenly | NBC and ABC hope to have their McC: 
ork 6. N. ¥. ! ’ color, that Wolverton suddenly British fl 
taxes), another 19 cleared over | scheduled hearings after previously | British jet-flighted first films on @ THEATRICAL effect 
' 1 | $400,000, another 22 over $200,000, | telling reporters there was no pos- the air. By then, the afternoon s 10 ate s 
peeem ee eee eee another 16 over $100,000. In the} sipility of a color inquiry until y He eypngs = bese ped —_ big e STUD ot bill 
: _| Chance at a wirephoto splash. exem 
oe a Easter re On. immediacy, however, a big @ MOTION PICTURE mach 
, : question remains. How many An- ipm 
It's apparent, therefore, that the | giophiles in America will Get up Rental Equipment rad 
House inquiry was designed to/| at 5:30 a.m. (or earlier across the WHEN YOU WANT IT the R 
head off the Senate probe, to em-| country’s time zones)? (WHERE YOU WANT IT AT THE for ; 
vase — ay ge of — The question of total audience Pricd YOU WANT TO PAY! than 
patible system is not aroun €} aside, sponsorwise it 1] i ighti 
corner, and to make sure that | General " Masets Hh Mn oe ‘the mele gy Bog aot Write 
sale of black and white sets will| NBC tab) and Willys-Overland ment for greater convenience throu 
of not be slowed by talk of color, Dr. | (most of the CBS bill) will get a . « » greater*lighting! Jack ation 
1 ' eee Regen od banger Bary oo por got Sele tide fae te complete Frost's unique national the [ 
n ; - | and less-risky ride for their dough service includes complete nat 
H Pre KSTP-TV Now Reaches fusion over color which might hurt | with radio, . - installation and fot» a pe 
: black and white. For the radio boys have still an- anywhere! When you call on owne 
8 Ov MILLION P | Wolverton has also given lip | Other point to make. The route of ack Frost «+. world’s Cate 
i era eop e service to suggestions that FCC | television's jet, Stratocruiser and finest ized lighting is 
. y — 4 somes aoptest breed Pon nn Bg is over the poet : hap a DIS} 
casting by the propose C sys- ed No tlantic. If flying OR FULL INFORMATI 
y Regularly with Its tem during commercial hours. And | Weather is bad, they say, their FON, Of CA DETROIT, | TRinity } | 
H - be has indicated that he will go as See war little, then ‘32-0030 ; 
along with recommendations by |*®¢ Coronation June 2 will be a AT Ait Ya 
7 100,000 Watts! Dr. Baker that the Commission |°°™pletely radio show all day. eI i The 
ry modify its criteria for an accepta- | JACK A. FROST, DEPT. F, 234 PIQUETTE 4 bigge 
ble color system so as not to speci-| Chicago—A. C. Nielsen an-| | AVE, DETROIT 2, MICH, i histor 
fy cost within reach of the general| nounces nine ad agencies have ' ‘ 360 g 
public, subscribed to the researcher's sta-| § Please send me full informa- t In 19 
Sen. Tobey, meanwhile, with | tion, coverage data. Agencies are H ation on your rental service. ; - t 
Sen. Johnson’s help, plans to go | Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bay-|¢- eder 
ahead with a full inquiry after the oo Doherty, Clifford, Steers &| $ } factur 
House Committee reports on its| fegin Sj onerman & Marquetie, 8 paseo ' Ls 
hearings. Sen. Johnson indicated Rerest a hen ne yy : ; aa82, 
3 ; yan, am Esty, Zone ate comp; 
af icone a kind | Cunningham & Walsh, Weiss & Btowern + $8.18 
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Some ASCAPites See Better Break 
Vs. BMI in Doggie Climb to No. 1 


first time 
For proadeast Music, Inc., has 
relinquished its top song position 
te the American Society of Com- 
oe Authors and Publishers. 
Pantly-JOy’S “Doggie in the hae” 
dow » strictly on the strength 0 
8 one recording, Patti Page’s 
Columbia platter, has displaced 
Till | Waltz Again With You 


(Teresa Brewer’s Coral record). 


This is gru 
the age 
songsmiths 
proadcasting 


dgingly conceded by 


as evidence that the 
interests seemingly 
incli for one reason or an- 
ey the Society writers 
a publishers “a slightly better 

e. 

a is no secret to BMI that a 
Songwriters Protective Assn. group 
of ASCAP tunesmiths, under at- 
torney John Schuiman, have a fall 
starting date in mind for their 
projected suit against BMI because 
af the alleged tie-ins tage we ra- 
ain and TV broadcasters, diskeries 
a= and Columbia), networks 
(NBC and CBS which respectively 
own these two major platteries), 
plus other reasons. ; 

Some 200 ASCAP writers, in- 
cluding most of the top names, 
have been allocating 5°% of their 
ASCAP money to a legal kitty; 
over $300,000 has already been col- 
lected. A special uptown office, in 
the WMGM Bidg., has been set up 
by attorney Schulman for mutual 
convenience (the Hays, St. John, 
Schulman & Abramson law firm 
is headquartered in downtown New 
York on lower Broadway). 

Radio contributes some $9,000,- 
000 to ASCAP’s royalty melon an- 
nually and TV now accounts for 
$4,000,000. The Society’s peak 
dividend was this past year with 
$16,000,000. 

ASCAP'’s basic contention is that 
with the rare exceptions of an Ed- 
die Fisher disk plugging of “Wish 
You Were Here” into a legit song 
hit; and three or four Hollywood 
filmusical excerpts, such as “Be- 

(Continued on page 78) 


Dirksen's D.C. Bill 


Livens Juke Joust 


Washington, March 31. 

Efforts of the writer-publisher 
segment of the music business to 
get performance fees from juke- 
boxes received another shot-in-the- 
arm last week when Sen.. Everett 
M. Dirksen (Rep.,.. Ill.) threw 
another bill into the hopper which 
would completely remove the juke 
exemption from the Copyright 
Law. Another bill by Sen. Pat 
McCarran (Dem., Nev.) to the same 
effect was introduced into the Sen- 
ate several weeks ago. McCarran’s 
bill would maintain the licensing 
exemption for location-owned. coin 
machines. 

Cloak room speculation as to the 
reason for Dirksen’s bill is that 
the Republicans want to take credit 
rd any such legislation rather 
bien permit a Democrat to have 
=a on the law, if passed. 
teal and music publishers, 

rough their various trade ‘associ- 
thes, and licensing groups, prefer 
an Dirksen version since it elimi- 
on *s any possibility of hassles 

er whether a juke is or is not 


Owned by an individual or i- 
Cate operator, — 


DISK BIZ TAX BITE 
BIGGEST IN HISTORY 


€ disk industry shelled out the 
est Federal tax payment in its 
ory last December with $921,- 
pone into the U. S. Treasury. 

47, the industry’s peak year, 
Peters bite was only $750,140. 
tome tax Is 10% of the manu- 

es Price to the distributors. 
1959 Payment for the whole of 
Coane ever was $6,912,370 as 


189,419, “te the 1947 total of 








Th 
bigg 
ist 


in many¢ 











Another ‘Mystery’ Voice 


History is repeating itself in the 
field of masked singers. The indie 
ATV label’s release a cguple of 
weeks ago, featuring a male vocal- 
ist billed as the “Masked Singer” 
is a throwback to the pioneer “‘The 


Silver Masked Tenor” of radio and | 
|vaude during the 1920s. 
| was later identified as Joe White, 
ressive ASCAP group of | But current masked singer’s iden- 
| tity now is known only to the disk- 


Latter 


ery execs. ‘ 

Publisher of both sides, “Bravo” 
and “Only For You,” however, has 
been revealed as Marks Music. 


Flanagan's ‘Toddy 
Disk Sale Accents 
Bands Comeback 


The comeback of the band busi- 
ness, after the uncertain post-war 
years, is currently being drama- 
tized by the solid click on wax of 
the Ralph Flanagan band. For the 
second week running, the Flana- 
gan band on “Hot Toddy” has been 
Victor’s bestselling disk and has al- 
ready topped the 400,000 sales 
marker. Not since 1942 when 
Harry James was a hot commod- 
ity on platters has a straight dance 
band led a major company’s best- 
selling lists. 


Flanagan’s surge on wax is be- 
ing duplicated, albeit not so strik- 
ingly, by other dance bands whose 
disks are also getting healthy sales 
reaction. Billy May’s “Bacchana- 
lia” album for Capitol has been 
showing strongly along with a cou- 
ple of Ray Anthony sides. Ralph 
Marterie has been going steadily 
for Mercury with “Pretend,” while 
Buddy Morrow is still building 
with “Train, Train, Train” for Vic- 
tor. 

Flanagan's click on “Hot Toddy,” 
incidentally, represents an all-way 
payoff for the bandleader. 
was written by the bandleader in 
collaboration with his personal 
manager, Herb Hendler. Number 
is published by their jointly-owned 
firm, Coachella Music. 


New Federal Tax Edict 
Limits Band Split to 30%, 
In Admission Exemptions 


Chicago, March 31. 

An interpretation of the exemp- 
tion- of admission taxes for charit- 
able affairs, especially for dances, 
has led to a great deal of confu- 
sion among bandleaders, promot- 
ers and booking agencies. South 
Dakota Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue is ruling that where a dance 
or concert is held, which involves 
a guarantee and a percentage, that 
to qualify for exemption of the 
Federal excise tax, that not more 
than a 30% slice above the guar- 
antee can ‘be had. Most of the 
bands play a 60-40 split above the 
flat fee, although some of the ter- 
ritorial bands take a 50-50 break. 

Dakota ruling was in answer to 
request of a Gettysburg, S.D., fire- 
men’s bash with a name orch as 
the headliner last month. Leader 
usually gets a 60-40 break, but the 
tax bureau ruled that more than 
30% would be in violation of the 
directive issued by Robert Spauld- 
ing, Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue, March 4. According to the 
midwest agency, more than 30% 
would defeat the purpose of the 
exemption, which is to raise funds 
for charitable work. The interpre- 
tation claims that the non-exempt 
person or organization, in this case 
the orchestra, would be the heavi- 
est gainer 

Most of the tax exempt agencies, 
such as firemen and policemen and 

\Continued on page 76) 








Tune | 


MOST EFFECTIVE 
PLU TECHNIQUE 


The indie label surge in the 
current wax picture is getting 


ploitation, promotional and occa- 
sional financial assists contributed 
by the major publishing firms. 
With an increasing number of 
click shellac breaking for the 
minor diskeries, the pubs are go- 
|ing all out in working out deals 





| with the indie bosses to get their | 


tunes etched. 


|e The growth of major pubbery 
concentration on the indies has 
|not taken any of the play away 
from the major companies, but ac- 
cording to pub thinking today, an 
alliance with an indie disker is 
equally necessary. They’re hitting 
the indies with the same fre- 
quency as they do the a.&r. boys 
at the major labels and they've 
| discovered that its easier to get 
|} a tune set with the former if prom- 
| ises are made to shell out coin and 
'labor in promoting the disk. In 
some instances pubs have gone so 
| far as to lay out coin for the cost 
of the recording session, 

The major pubberies promotion- 
ai efforts generally consist of get- 





ular part of a major label’s »pera- 


territorial distributors for the in- 
die operator. The expenditures 
for such other exploitation items 
as brochures, flyers, 
and overall advertising come as 
high for plugging a tune cut on 


disking. 


to string along with the indies on 





copies as easily as a major labe) 
'rendition. Pubs also base their 
lindie concentration on the fact 
that if the disk starts making a lit- 
tle noise in the market the top 
ciskeries generally are forced to 
| cover. 


; 


| 


Pubs Checkmate 
Chess Label With 
7146 in Royalties 


Harry Fox, as trustee of the 
Music Publishers ‘Protective Assn., 
obtained a settlement of $7,500 last 
week for the infringement actions 
and claims brought by him on 
behalf of a number of major pub- 
lishers against Chess Record Corp. 
of Chicago for unlicensed record- 
ings. This is substantially in ex- 
cess of the statutory royalty rate 
of 2c for each record manufac- 
tured under the copyright law. 


However, Fox has refused to con- 
sider any settlement of the actions 
likewise instituted by him in Chi- 
cago oh behalf of a number of pub- 
lishers against James H. Martin, 
Inc., because of his desire to ob- 
tain a reversal of the decision in 
the Chicago case of Shapiro-Bern- 
stein vs. Miracle Records. In chat 
case the court held, that as the 
“prod’-ction and sale of a phono- 
graph record is fully as much a 
publication as production and sale 
of sheet music,” the absence of a 
copyright notice would throw the 
composition in the public domain. 
Julian T. Abeles, of Abeles & 
Bernstein, in association with Ar- 
vey, Hodes & Mantynband of Chi- 


(Continued on page 80) 











Harbach in Hosp 


Otto A. Harbach, ASCAP prexy, 
is currently in Doctors Hospital, 
N. Y. with a slight respiratory in- 
fection. 

Fred E. Ahlert, former ASCAP 
prez and now a member of the 
| board, has been bedded in the 
| same hospital for the past week 
\with the fu. 





§ INDIE 


DISKING 








plenty of momentum from the ex- | 





Cahl Exits Disney Music 





|last week after being in that spot 
'for almost a year. Cahl came in 
|after Herb Reis left to head up 
|Frank Loesser’s musie publishing 
| operation, Frank Music. 

Fred Raphael, head of Disney’s 
'firm on the Coast, is coming to 
N.Y. this week to name a replace- 
; ment. 


Vaughn Monroe 
Quits Band Biz 


To Do a Single 








tion), and in many cases lining up | talks are being held now with Bill 


Vaughn Monroe, who has had the 
biggest grossing organization in the 
band biz for the past three years, | 
is giving up his orch to do a single. | 


ting the platters around to the top! Monroe has already been set for | 
deejays around the country (a reg-| a two-week stand into the Sahara 


in Las Vegas, starting June 30 and | 


| Miller, owner of the Riviera, Fort | 
Lee, N. J., for a booking there for | 
Monroe in August. Miller also | 


streamers | books the Sahara. 
| For the past few years, Monroe 


has grossed consistently over $1,- 


a small label as it does for a major | 900,000 via his one-niter tours, the 


ASCAP Performance Payoff Puts 
BMI Longhair Pacts on Ascendancy 


* Although the new payoff plan of 
|the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors & Publishers has 


Phil Cahl exited as head of the | 
|New York office of Walt Disney | 


gained virtually solid approval 
within the pop cleffer ranks, stand- 
ard or longhair ASCAP composers 
have been seriously hit economi- 
cally by the operation of the new 
system. As a result, Broadcast Mu- 
sic, Inc., has been able to make 
big inroads recently in corraling 
top name’ contemporary longhairs 
to exclusive writer deals. 

ASCAP execs are frankly in a 
dilemma over how to regain the 
Society’s attraction for the long- 
hairs. The 100% accent on per- 


| formances under the current dis- 


tribution system has put all but a 


|few top longhairs in a financial 


predicament and ASCAP can do 


| nothing about it since it must pay 


off by a strict machine-counted 
rating of the plugs. 

An effort was made in the payoff 
pian to rectify the imbalance be- 
tween the pop and standard per- 


| formances by weighting the plug 


values in favor of longer composi- 
tions. This, however, has been only 
a slight palliative since the long- 
hair works still don’t garner 
enough air plugs, even «with the 


| weighting system, to mean much 
| in the overall performance p‘cture. 
| Under the old system the longhair 


composers were favored by the 
“availability” bracket under which 
a work’s value could be rated by 


| subjective criteria, such as “cul- 


tural importance.” 
BMI, however, is not inhibited in 


'“Camel Caravan” air show ahd his | {tS payoff to the symphonic com- 


The majority of pubs are willing | disks. He gave notice to his band | P°S€rs. A private corporation, BMI 


\last weekend and will fold his | 2” make its own deals and in re- 


this basis because a click indie | band operation early in May. Wil- | 
disk can spark a run on sheet} lard Alexander, who handled the} 


| will stay with the “Camel Caravan” 


band, will continue to book Mon- | 
roe as a single. 


Monroe will remain as an RCA 
Victor artist and may continue to | 
be billed as bandleader, but with | 
a studio orch. Similarly, Monroe 


series, using special ‘musicrews for 
this assignment. Monroe heads for 
Hollywood May 12 to star in the 
Republic Pictures production, ‘The 
Professor and The Co-Ed.” 


Monroe organized his band in 
1940 and has operated since that 
time with virtually the same line- 
up of sidemen. The orch has béen 
consistently active on the one-niter 
circuits, playing over 200 such! 
dates annually. 


Chi’s Campbell-Hinge 
Drops Sheet Jobbing 
In Copy Sales Slump 


Further pointing up the general 
decline of music copy sales around 
the country is decision of one of 
Chicago’s top sheet firms, Camp- 
bell-Hinge, to drop its jobbing of 
sheet music. New York pubs were 
notified of the action, which goes 
into effect April 20, early this 
week. 

Rising costs and steady sales 
drop were given as the reasons for 
closing out its jobbing division. It’s 
understood that such other Chi 
sheet firms as Carl Fischer and 
Lyon & Healey will absorb C-H’s 
jobbing activities. 

Sheet sales slump has been a/| 
growing retailer and_ publisher 
headache for the past few years. 
Disk hits no longer indicate the 
copy sales potential of the tune 
and, in many instances, platters 
which have topped the 250,000 
mark have made no-dent in the 
sheet market. The majority of 
tunes that pace the disk field to- 
day, sheet retailers claim, are 
strictly performance items and are 
of little value to the sheet buying 
public. 











Hendl Wins Diston Award 
Dallas, March 31. 
Walter Hendl, conductor of the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, is the 
1953 winner of the annual Diston 
Award of Columbia University. 








The award is $1,000. 


cent months has inked such long- 
hair luminaries as William H. 
Schuman, Walter Piston and Ulys- 
ses Kay. These deals are part~of 
BMI’s program to encourage seri- 
ous music in the U. S. and have 
contributed to BMI’s “prestige” 
buildup in recent years. 





Joni James, Rodde 


Settle Pact Tiff 


M-G-M Records’ songstress Joni 
James settled the contract dispute 
with her personal manager, Leroy 
Rodde, with the latter relinquish- 
ing all managerial rights. In re- 

irn the thrush will pay Rodde 
(100,000 over a period of years. 

New deal gives Miss James all 
rights to her royalties from her 
M-G-M disks, including her first 
hit, “Why Don't You Believe Me?” 
Originally, Rodde was to receive 
all royalties from this side since 
he made the master independently 
and sold the master to M-G-M. 
Rodde; a Chicago appliance dealer, 
reached the settlement amicably 
with Miss James. 


Harry Meyerson, M-G-M Records 
artists & repertoire topper, will 


| wing to Chicago Sunday (5) to wax 


a flock of sides with the warbler. 
Diskery wants to have a stockpile 
of Miss James’ platters in the can 
because her lengthy personal ap- 
pearance booking sked will make 
it difficult to hold recording dates. 


MINEVITCH’S CAPITOL 
~DEAL; BACK TO PARIS 


Having set up his harmonica 
manufacturing plant in Hollywood, 
which had him tied on the Coast 
for several months, along with 
other interests, Borrah Minevitch 
is slated to sail for Paris April 10 
on the Liberte. He makes his home 
in France. 


While on the Coast Minevitch 
also set a diskery deal with Capitol 
to release 12 masters he and his 
Harmonica Rascals had independ- 
ently recorded at Universal labs 
some time ago. The first eight sides 
will be issued as an abtbum in all 
speeds, with the remaining four to 





follow as singles. _ _. ey 
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\Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 











Joni James: “Is It Any Wonder”-. switches to a plaintive ballad. on 
“Almost Always” (M-G-M). This is | -he flip and gives it a tender vrork- 
a hit bracket coupling. Thrush is! over. 
in top piping form on “Wonder,”| De Marco Sisters: “Bouillibase”- 
a mellow ballad that projects a ro- “Pretty Baby” (M-G-M). “Boulli- 
mantic mood. “Always” has a/| base,” a jive-grooved novelty gets 
catchy Latino beat and 4. lively a jaunty workover via the slick 
lyric to match. De Marcos’ voice blendings. Packs 

Ames Bres: “Candy Bar Boogie”-| punch for the juke trade. Work- 
“At the End of the Rainbow” | over of the oldie on the flip doesn’t 
(Coral). Ames Bros. buoyant detiv- | come off too well. 
ery of “Candy Bar Boogie,” a} Sammy Kaye Orch: “I Couldn’t 
bright rhythm novelty should) Keep From Crying”-“Sweet Sue” 
make plenty of noise in the mar- | (Columbia). “Crying” is an alfalfa- 
ket. Combo slows up on the re-| grooved entry and Sammy Kaye 
verse for an okay workover of a! plays cornball with it for good ef- 
fair ballad. »|fect. The lyric is delivered with 

Richard Hayman Orch: “Ruby”- proper feeling by the Kaydets. 
“Love Mood” (Mercury). Theme | Orch’s job on “Sweet Sue,” on the 
music by Heinz Roemheld from the | bottom side, strays from Kaye's 

























oy sheaded for a big payoff via a flock | hep beat 
fF of topnotch disk versions. Richard | quality. 
Hayman’s cut has taken an early; Irving Fields Trio: “Mr. Piano 
lead and should lead the pack. His | Player”-“Cuban Carnival” (King). 
is a lush instrumental treatment. | Irving Fields has a standout preem 
Also clicko are Les Brown's orch | slice for the King label in “Mr. 
workover on Coral and Lew Doug- | Piano Player.” Bright melodic 
las’ orch rendition for M-G-M. The | line and catchy lyric are expert! 
Douglas disk, incidentally, uses the | projected via the Fields’ honky- 
E, Jack Halloran choir to pipe the tonking. Trio catches the south- 
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.. IS IT ANY WONDER 
agile. Almost Always 
AMES BROS. ....... OT Pe rer eeree are CANDY BAR BOOGIE 
a SE Res Aig ES Ca ie At the End of the Rainbow 
RICHARD HAYMAN ORCH RUBY 
WD Ve utiRn bb G.cad t's <é0dd icccs ss Oe. Love Mood 


‘ JONI JAMES 
; i (M-G-M) 


SOCHOOSHESAOSH EHC OHOOESEC OBESE. 
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Mitchell Parish lyric for top im- | of-the-border flavor for a neat ren- 
pact. Hayman’s slice of “Love | dition of “Cuban Carnival.’ me 
Mood” is okay platter fare. |.,rommy Edwards: “Au Revoir”- 

Bob Carroll: “A Little Love”-|“I Lived When I Met 
“Where Did You “Go” (Derby). {(M-G-M). _ The wistful mood of | 
“Love” isa likely successor to Bob |“Au Revoir” is an excellent frame | 
Carroll's clicko “Say It With Your|for Tommy Edwards smooth and 
Heart.” It’s packed with a he lice | 






















relaxed — yt =e a good 
' ep the slice |spinning bet with breakaway po- 
4 sed all levela’ Pip is a slow |tential. Edwards dittoes on the 
ae ballad entry given topnotch shellac | et eo another topdrawer bal- 
f production values. | lad. 
Don Cherry: “If They Should! 
ane Ask Me”-“All By. Myself” (Decca). 
“Ask Me” has slim chances in cur- 
rent wax competition despite Don 


Mace Barrett: “I Don’t Have to | 
|Close My. Eyes”-“It’s the Strang- | 
| est Feeling” (Coral). Coral’s new | 
;crooner, Mace puree — oo 
: : ef ssi debut with “Close My | 

Cherry’s understanding interpreta- impressive : gata ee | 

tion. Tune is a moody ballad with | Yes. i tek 7 —y pig oe 

too many dull spots to keep it mov- lig # stowew ty oils balled | 

ing. Cherry changes pace on the | i™pact. + ony * h +" a re 
bottom deck for a brisk workover | Piece, a perfect ma ch to Barrett's | 
of the Irving Berlin o!die. | Piping San as we up well on 
Margaret Whiting-Jimmy Wake- | ‘Ne fipside ballad. Red Monkey”-| 
ly: “Gomen-Nasai’’-“T Learned to “Tia Juana” (Capitol) “Monkey » | 
— late stare ne (Capital). This | which is breaking as a potent in-| 


strumental, gets a novelty lyric | 
and it’s doubtful if it has the power workover Fa this Mel aimee ony 


to catch up in the race to the pay- . ; ic 
off wire. The Margaret Whiting- | Okay for the jukes. The Harmon 


Jimmy Wakely tandem gives it 4N/rendition on the Mercury label. 
okay oriental flavor. . Pair goes | 


Kay .|Blane has a flock of ‘tomedic 
hillbilly on the bottom deck for | touches in the Latino novelty, “Tia 
better results. It’s a cornball’s wail | Juana,” Billy May orch supports. 
of unrequited love grooved the; Den Cornell: “Many Are the 
surefire alfalfa way. ' No _ Escape” | 
’ is a charming | 
Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin | ballad offering that Don Cornell | 


c | builds to socko impact via his high- | 
Doris Day’s rous- powered piping. 


ing rendition of “Red, Red, Robin” grandiose-style 
should keep this slice jumping on doubtful chances. 


all levels and arouse plenty of in-| Bernice Parks: “Your Game of 
terest in the standout oldie. She iLet’s Pretend’-“Two Kinds 
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20th-Fox pic, “Ruby Gentry,” is! ysual arrangeme€nt pattern with its | 











: and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
| 84th Consecutive Week, 
| Ballroom, Santa Monica, 


LAWRENCE WELK 








Aragon 
Calif, 


Exclusively for Coral Records 
“OH HAPPY DAY” backed 


by “Your Mother and Mine’ 





| ed 


| Love” (Mercury). 


' ly tailored ballad entries give Ber- 


Slice. 
will nab top spins. 


Hathaway registers as 


with two standout oldies. 





| ballads with 
Goes Like This.” 


Bette McLaurin: “In the Middle | 
of Kiss”-“Can’t You See” (Coral). | 
Bette McLaurin Shapes up as a/ 
You” ; Potent wax force with this cou- | 
i “Kiss,” a big and senti- | 
mental ballad, gets the kind of | 
that wins spins. | 


pling. 


pash workover 


-~|mice Parks a fast start as a Mer- 
cury label pactee. Her vibrant wax | 
projection makes each tune a class | 
It's a tossup as to which | 


Ann Hathaway: “Supper Time’. 
i “It Goes Like This” (Avalon). Ann 
i clicke 
canary on her Avalon label eet 
one | 
projects as a top purveyor of mood | 
“Supper Time” and 
}as a brisk rhythm stylist with “It | 


Same goes for the bottom slice, 


Album Reviews 


“Nazel Flagg” (Victor). The | 
Jule Styne-Bob Hilliard score for | 
the Broadway legituner has, with | 


few exceptions, 


zallagher, Benay Venuta, 


out, of course, is “How 
Speak to an Angel,” 


of legit crooners. Next best 


New York.” 
“Call Me Madam” 
(Continued on page 73) 





Longhair Maestro Exchange 


little to offer in | 
the way of standout tune material. | 
| At times it’s brash and gay but for | 
the most part, the overall impress- 
es aS an unimaginative job. The | 
original cast album includes Helen | 
John | 
Howard and Jack Whiting. Stand- | 
Do You! 
which How- | 
ard delivers in the romantic Style | 
is 
Whiting’s charming rendition of | 
“Every Streets a Boulevard in Old | 
The rest is routine. 
(Decca), | 


Dallas, March 31. 


Walter Hendl, conductor of the | 
Orchestra, leaves | 
for New York tomorrow (Wed.) en- | 
route to Sweden where he will con- 
duct the Goteborg Symphony Or- | 


Dallas Symphony 


chestra. 


Sixten Eckerberg, the Goteborg | 
be guest conductor 
Symphony next 


conductor, will 
of the Dallas 
January. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


*VVFSP CCFC +4 FeO +ees 

















‘ ' teeeeeseoesoony 
; 1. DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW (8) .... Ses pe ee Pat Page 2. Mercury P 
J 2 THLI WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU DUNN sidsde Webs Weites ha 24 Teresa. Brewer .......... Coral 3 

, ¢ % TELL ME YOURE MINE (ID ...:...... MONEE i. owicincisce oe Mercury J 
z 4. PRETEND (5) .......__. To Exh is seo dwieahedcceess ene; Nat (King) Cole ....... Capitol z 
¢ 5. DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES (15) ...... FONG DONO Si ei 8505, Victor ¢ 
+ 7 . 

S Sime eee OOO OI i es eines sc Joni James ............ M-G-M 3 
> Breil eo pon dyer mmanndeces gh ETT a ana CR «bea cat re roe Capitol J 
t 8. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART (4) Cee si heb aeet Ks diate bs hee Joni James ..... Par M-G-M ¢ 
Se te ee Oe ON 2 ree kt F. Laine-J. Boyd ..... Columbia 3 
¢ 10 KEEP IT A SECRET (12) 001.102 Jo Stafford .......... Columbia 3 
* + 
; Second Group 3 
7 ? 
= SORE ors: is) +d, wipes see Oba tavthe Backs bea 6k Ralph Merterie ....... Mercury 2 
I WHY DON’T You BELIEVE ME bbs 43 See hia Lee Lee oP Joni James ...,., teers M-G-M ¢ 
¢ hy SEEM EME ee AMR tet EE ETE: TXTIIR TT TE Ra'ph Flanagan ......... Victor 3 
Sey OE i too Oh ABAD? Gees ai sil taee, Ee Capitol 3 
z SEEN 403 0 05 90s sa0pse darhnrvseiins, Msp tee is pend <i Fronkie Laine ....... Columbia z 
I neniggacnmyge lin ates nage a AEE EE Ree ae TTUT ALT Tee Jul’vs LaRosa reeves... Cadence $ 
SF es ieee, we Pusty Draper ........ Mercury 3 
SE NR i ii lertegete eee en I vankie Laine ........ Columbia 
z Se EE 5a aMie bet csan dons ecceate rng Patti Page beau day S50 “Mercury ¢ 
Gn eo he att cama ee ea aR Pob Carroll .............Derby 2 
¢ WHY DON'T YOU BELIEVE MM: . Treyry +o eee ieee Patti Page ...........Mercury z 
z A FOOL SUCH AS Me Sage ERT ETE YT oe EM nT ee a ~2 Stafford ......... Columbia z 
i ol ES ET PN SR aR Ceorgia Gibbs ....._. Mercury $ 
Viuieiele~ thoeneant ee ee MaUeesenspirytdcent os Mills Bros. ........° .....Decca I 
; Figures in parenthes $ indicate number Of weeks sory} been in the Top 10} b¢ 
COTTE Perro eyes, ° 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 
Elgar: Enigma Variations and under Thomas Jensen, a Nielsen 
Brahms; Haydn Variations (RCA ; protege. 


Victor, $5.45). Elgar's charming,; Beethoven: Concerto No, 3 
piquant variations are cl ly, vig- bird, $3.10). Fine RCA , 
orously and not too sent mentally charmigg work b 
played by Arturo Toscanini and his Moiseiwitsch, assisted by the Phil. 

BC Symphony, Reverse has a Spa- | harmonia Orchestra under Malcol 


cious, performance of | say ent. Playi ‘reve 
Brahms’ Haydn variations by Toscy, ~ itthe Leo ee ae Sensitive 


A colorful coupling. 
Mendelssohn: Symphony No. if 


> (Blue. 
reprint of 4 
Y pianist Benno 


Strauss: Ein Heldenleben (Mer. 
cury, $5.95), Lush performance of 
the tonepoem, rich in Symphonie 
colors, by the Minneapolis Syms 
phony under Antal Dorati. Rafae] 
Druianh is an excellent violin Soloist 


(London, $5.95). “Scotch” Sym- 
phony, full of the color and mood 
of moors and highlands, has a 
glowing, romantic reading by the/ 
enden Symphony under Georg | 
olti 
: | Beethoven: 
Rimsky-Korsakov: Snow Maiden iszt: eee 
and Skazka (M-G-M, $4.85). Con- 
pianist Victor Schioler in the Bee. 


tinuing its praiseworthy Policy of 
releasing lesser-heard or thoven sonata, and in the Liszt war. 


Appassionata and 
No, 1 (RCA Victor, 
playing by Danish 








work, alternately witty and brood- 
Pair of expert- | 'ng, 


works, M-G-M comes up with two assisted in the latter by 

. 4 . . ‘ , pom tl - 

fine bits in these Rimsky-Korsakov | Danish National Orchestra under 

Suites. Pleasant, light old-Russian | Issay Dobrowen. The Liszt gets a 

music. dashing performance, full of tech. 
Nielsen: Symphony No. 6 (Mer- | nical brilliance. Bron, 


cury, $5.95). Nielsen’s “Sinfonia | ——_—__. 
Eddie Maxwell collaborated with 


Semplice,” a fine Scandinavian 
Ben Oakland in writing the mate- 


rial for Guy Cherney’s act at 
Top’s, San Diego. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Inder 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, Alphabetically listed. 


Survey Week of March 20-27,-1953 





gets an excellent performance 
Y the Danish National Orchestra, 














al ee Re BRT et oes ae ae a ine Robbins-M 
Oe DO PE no censaevesnitictvnedinede at Chappell 
ID 500.5565 shea dca kis cfd ives ct, oe Veronique 
5 BR ERO retisececic tae Bourne 
same In The WIGOW. 6 oss re cecce le, Santly-J 
Don’t Let The Stars Get In Your Byes: v4.34. occ ek Four-Star 
ects = poy i ET FE Es ee eC ees: Paxton 
ee hg SPE RS rere hae sity eens Pickwick 
Golden Years—j“Houdini” ,............./) 0 77°°"" Paramount 
ME 8755505. cid ong hs cas Pav era, cceae Disney 
PRS i ha ei eb terir Erwin-H 
High amet MM Mean Sk. Ca vacoe. Feist 


Hot Toddy tt eeeseeeeee ss Coachella 
How Do You Speak To An Angel—*“Hazel Flagg”. . Chappell 


Hush-A-Bye—i“The Jazz SU tc cinsietecsaeie. Remick 
SD ice e's's 9 03s a ak sp of toe fe cand iad one oe Cromwell 
age « TESTE TOE EEE IR Witmark 
W’ll Be Hangin’ Around....................0°°°" Broadcast 
PONE bio oh Pas R80 486 idleud d's on ea'S xc ccs os Milene 
MN Eo 003 dished en dacdiacni bans Ceiccee Bristol 
= he or wage ie: te RE TES EO EN Famous 
we Tiel Wanted. 3... ois oo. os, Bes Vig Uses ete Acuff-R 
ly a ale cee aR EE a aR Chappell 
SD Tet Weke MG ood, chic heoec cere ee Longridge 
ee COMMENT... in siecle state vete ede Hill-R 

+ at ge ME CRE IEEE EO OT EET RY eee Brandom 
Say It With Your Heart.¢.......0é0......2000 100 Feist 
slag rina SEE ee Teh DE ne ta Shapiro-B 
Song From Moulin Rouge—7*‘Moulin ee Broadcast 
Tell Me You're Mine ..........._ Fe ee Capri 
Till I Waltz Again With WO iT cec rer ee Village 





Second Group 
Anywhere I Wander—} “Hans Christian .Andersen” Frank 


Blue Gardenia—i“Blue eg a Hi ee aE Harms 
SMES Ess 60 fbn ews sik sebatd La sigens sohchsaahenc, Harvard 
cjg SEU AEST Pg cae et Sa 9 American 
Don’t Let Your Eyes Go Shopping For Your Heart Porgie 
NE PUNE hn we. dna ih <oqgh neler aur he Jefferson 
OVO WUE WOUOG AGF oid A 6's Ae sascc ena cee Brandom 
Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss ie Oe PT Oe PEN le Mills 
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World ..............7. Feist 
Jambalaya ....... Ere eee Pee ere .. Acuff-R 
Jumpin’ Bean ......, MPRES 008s .0 ep sein cbbsen Kiawe O’F lynn 
PON NOU, ya sc ceases exch sci tatens Gere Shapiro-B 
OE ION AV 90 6 5 ov 4s na nau pds din cede arce ox 
OE WU ito oes 54 4 fou cbRuasn cadeee tas Famous 
tinge hen. GRR SEO EE AEP RRR ewe deat BVC 
Pour Me A Glass Of Lie aeeciie op ETO a ee Advanced 
hh SOE SEE eR RaR ay Berlin 
Pg REESE ia RN ehh pide hen Marks 
Seven Lonely ra ee RES i ohats Jefferson 
See MR MMNOME 5525", Nes Fe vne dibaaiee anne Porgie 
Why Don’t You VO MMO os oi ci vik ca 033 c4., Brandom 
Your Cheatin’ Heart.....:..533/°°°*"°*° ivi O8c%) Acuff-R 
Top'10 Songs Ou TV 
(More in Case of Ties) 
Dogrsie In The Window __. PORTS Tae Cre CPE Lae Santly-J 
Don’t Let The Stars Get In Your Eyes.......,.... Four-Star 
Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me......;.... ves by :. Mills 
How Do You Speak To An Angel ........ et .. Chappell 
ae ig EO PEP Baty Vata ane MF: pete be oe .. Milene 
Keep It A Secret ............ Pa eee +seeeeeeess. Shapiro-B 
| Pe toe Ss etcsccuces seseeee.,. Brandom 
a EA ae 5 het éetseda ++eeee+, Shapiro-B 
Till I Waitz Agin WOR, WN hate ncaa dl a e+eees. Village 
Where Did You Learn To Dance ........._- -+++. Feist 
Five.Top Standards 
‘(More In Case of Ties) 
Alexander's Ragtime esp ORE Aa eee e Berlin 
I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now ..... ccccccecees Marks 
Put Your Arms Around Me I beets otiuNcr ed Broadway 
Fenny sg LLY PE Pata . Harms 


There’s No Business Like Show Business ie . 3 . Berlin 
t Filmusical. 
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* Legit musical, 
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Welk Band, a Coast 


Phenom, Grosses 


$8000 Weekly Via TV, One-Niters 


Hollywood, March 31._ 
‘he biggest boost ballroom biz 
has had hereabouts in a long time 
one of the sum totals of the spec- 
eeular suecess of the Lawrence 
Welk band. Starting with little 
more than a squeezebox —_ a 
ile, Welk dug in here less than 
os years ago and by now has be- 
come almost as much a fixture of 
the area as the LaBrea Tar Pits. 
Jn addition to the squeezebox and 
the smile, Welk also has parlayed 
for a two-way payoff a ballroom 
perch and TY. 

Back in April, 1951, Welk’s orch 
rolled in here from a long road 
trek of one-niters and went into 
the old Aragon ballroom, Santa 
Monica, on a four-week, ticket at 
scale. He did well enough to earn 
a return in August, whereupon his 
manager, Sam Lutz, went to Klaus 
Landsberg, major domo of the Par- 
amount-owned TVer, KTLA, and 
suggested the station try beaming 
a Welk program right out of the 
terpalace. 

KTLA did so, but only after 
Lutz agreed to pay the musicians 
tele-shot salaries. One free ,show 
was enough to convince Landsberg; 
the next week the station paid, The 
following week a sponsor was pay- 
ing. Since that time Welk has tele- 
cast weekly from the Aragon over 
KTLA, commercially. Today he is 
under contract to KTLA till 1955. 

Meanwhile, the success of his 
60-minute program on TV _ has 
boomed biz at the ballroom. The 
pand plays five nights weekly at 
the Aragon, and on March 11 
started a straight one-year contract 





aranteé against 60% for a dance. 
e set an alltime record at the 
spot, snapping a high previously set 
back during World War II by 
Tommy Dorsey. The gross that 
night was $9.860 and the throng 
was so great, no one could dance. 
Consequently, Welk told ’em to 
stand still and he put on a four- 
hour concert. It went over. Now 
he plays as many concerts as one- 
nite dance dates. The band simply 
melds together a lot of routines 
previously done on telecasts. 


In June Welk will attempt his 
biggest coup, a concert in Holly- 
wood Bowl. It will be the first time 
an accordion-paced assemblage 
ever has put on a bash up on that 
slope under the Pepper trees. 





Castro Exits Peer 
After 21-Year Tie 


Fernando Castro, who had been 
associated with Peer International’s 
Latino division for the past 21 
years, exited. the firm last week. 
Pubbery’s Latin-American division 
will continue to be headed up by 
Provie Garcia with no replacement 
for the Castro vacancy. 

In other pubbery moves last 
week Bobby Kornheiser exited 


Paramount Music and Benny Ross 
left Goday Music. 


Columbus Competish 


For Top Platter Names 


Columbus, March 31. 
Palm Garden’s monopoly on rec- 
ord nanies here is being challenged 
by a new local entry, the Riviera. 
Riviera is bringing in Don Cor- 
nell, April 20, for a frame, as the 


first of the string of disk head- 
liners. 


RED BUTTONS TV 
TUNES ON COL DISK 


Red Buttons, CBS-TV cémic, is 
making his debut on wax via two 
sides for Columbia Records. The 
Buttons’ disk will comprise two 
tunes which he has done repeat- 
edly on his video show with good 
audience reaction. Numbers are 
“Strange Things Are Happening” 
and “The Ho-Ho Song,” both writ- 
ten by Buttons with Elliot Law- 
rence, and Allen Walker.collabbing 
on “Strange Things” and Joe Dar- 
| ion and Jack Wolf on “Ho-Ho.” 


Tunes were etched after a re- 
cent Buttons TV stanza with Mitch 
Miller, Col artists & repertoire 
chief, inviting several hundred kids 
from the audience to the recording 


session to supply the background 
color. 








Tony Donald to Annpls. 

Tony Donald has switched his 
disk jockeying activity from 
WQAM, Miami, to WNAV, Annap- 
olis, Md. 

Deejay sold his Miami home, 
moving lock, stock and barrel to 
new location. 








BIEM Deal in Works, To Open Way 
For U.S. Disking of French Moderns 





Lion Label Expands 


Lion Records, M-G-M Records 
lowprice long-play platter label, is 
expanding its repertoire to include 
sambos, mambos, tangos, waltzes 
and square dances in addition to 
the previous “Design for Dancing” 
pops and standards. 

Already set for release are the 
| mambo package, waxed by Ramon 
Argueso’s orch and the square 
| dance album, etched by Billy Bar- 
|rett and his Hot Timers. An “All 
| Time Favories” package was cut by 
| Teddy Powell’s orch. 





| 





Merc Puts ‘Doggie’ 
Into Kidisk Field 


Mercury Records’ hottest selling 
biscuit, Patti Page’s “Doggie in the 
Window,” was added to the com- 
pany’s kidisk line last week. Move 
marks the first-time diskery has 
culled a top pop platter for the 
moppet trade. “Doggie” will be 


backed on the kidisk by Miss 
Page’s etching of “I Wanna Be a 
Cowboy’s Sweetheart.” 





Meantime, the pop cut of “Dog- 
gie” has topped the 1,000,000 
mark. 








which guarantees the orch $4,000 
weekly, plus a 50-50 split of all 
coin taken in at the door in excess 
of $6,000. Prior to that Welk got 
a $3,500 guarantee plus the same 
percentage. 

Presently, sponsored by Central | 
Chevrolet Dealers, the crew gets 
a flat $2,000 weekly from KTLA. | 
During 1952, the band went into 
percentage at the ballroom every | 
week but three, earning in all $38,- | 
000 in that manner. 


Additionally, off the popularity 
built via TV, Welk has become | 
more in demand for one-niters | 
along the Pacific slope—within | 
range of KTLA’s beam—than any | 
other orch. With the ballroom | 
dark each Monday -and Tuesday, | 
Welk invariably takes Mondays | 
off and one-nites on Tuesdays. For | 
these gigs he gets guarantees of 
between $1,750 and $2,500 (depend- 
ing on type of event and distance 
from L. A.) against 60°. Thus, 
from all sources, Welk’s band now 
grosses an average of $8,000 
weekly. And, his weekly one-niter 
bookings now extend into October. 
Although the orch came here 
under AFM traveling band status, 
by now the gang has become purely 
Local 47. There’s no doubt about 
the fact that Welk’s is the only 
local band in the country reaping 
the kind of coin it does, ; 


First Disclick 


Welk recently has had his first 
big disclick—that Coral cutting of. 
‘Oh, Happy Day,” with the band’s 
frog-voiced vocalist, Larry Hooper, 
chirping the choruses. To date 
more than 400,000 Coral copies 
have been sold nationally, But be- 
fore becoming a national seller of 
note, Welk had been a hefty seller 
here, also an offshoot facet on 
heels of his TV popularity. - 

Coral last year released two 
Welk albums primarily for Greater 

- A. consumption and the stunt 
paid off. During 1952, Welk also 
_ 30 sides released. Nene.-til! 
Pe! Day” was a big hit, but 

hey sold. Batoner gets the regular 
.© royalty rate and pays cost of 
'§ Own recording sessions. Since 
oo Sessions average between 
_ and $1,700 and Welk ended 

€ year in the black, biscuit-wise, 
py wl a shellac. He 
contact a Capitol Transcriptions 

Avant garde musicians 
ome brand welk’s style 7 
mete Mouse” or ricky-tick, but, 
‘ke Lombardo, he is now doing 
Concert dates. By mixing foxtrots, 
Waltzes and polkas—pegged off his 
_ accordion lead-ins——Welk 
“eps his beat schmaltzy and al- 
Ways highly danceable. 
oe concerts started one night 
beommer accidentally. On one 
ot is Tuesdays off Welk and the 
rth went down to Mission Beach 


VARIETY Scoreboard 


OF 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 











Coin Machines 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


























Toom, San Diego, on a $1,500 


NOTE: The current comparative sules strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above, These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). : 


TALENT 


* 


PATTI PAGE (Mercury)...........«.++++.++ Doggie in the Window 
TERESA BREWER (Coral)... .........+..-+. Till I Waltz Again 


{Have You Heard 
***) Your Cheatin’ Heart 


GAYLORDS (Mercury)..... ....+++++++++++ Tell Me You're Mine 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia)...........++- 


RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) ......-.05055 


TUNES 
(*ASCAP. +BMI) 


*DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW.........:sscrseceeseeeeereeeee ss Santly-Joy 
{TILL I WALTZ AGAIN ...ccccccsccccccvccccccsccsccsccvcceces Village 
Bat en. pend ehaoshabes os ce mesheuedeks 6ne oct 
PE ts. in cas coc ccngnewnendbececs eines buncde des Ganeeunane 
+TELL ME YOU'RE MINE........-++00+-++++: 
{DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES..,....+++.++-Four Star 
KEEP IT A SECRET............00cceseseseseecseseseseeeessShapiro-B 
SIDE: BY SIDE...........ccccccccccccscccvecccccscccccscoes sonapiro-B 
#TELL ME A STORY.........0sceeeeeeceseseesessecceaseoeess Montelare 
+YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART.....+:0seereeeseseeseeesearoeeree ss ACUAR 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 
1 1 
ee 
3. 4 JONI JAMES 
ads 
5 7 
6 S 
7 3 PERRY COMO (Victor)...... 
+4 
9 6 KAY STARR (Capitol)....... 
my, 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE 
1 1 
3 
3 7% - *PRETEND ...... 
:-% 
-. 4 
aa 
7° «#5 
4 
9 10 
2s 


{I Believe : 
Your Cheatin’ Heart 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ............ Pretend 

{Don’t Let the Stars 
cose en eedessoe RS Horses 
F. LAINE-J. BOYD (Columbia)...........+. 


eo eeev eee eee eens 


TUNE 


Tell Me a Story 
Side by Side 
Hot Toddy 


PUBLISHER 


. Capri 


Settling a complex international 
copyright hassle, the major disk 
companies are on the verge of 
wrapping up a deal with the 
French __ publishers’ collection 
agency, BIEM (Bureau Interna- 
tional de L’Edition Mechanique). 
Projected agreement would once 
again permit the majors to release 
new works by modern French com- 
posers operating through the BIEM 
setup. Heretofore unrecorded 
works by such noted longhairs as 
Ravel, Puccini and Debussy have 
not been etched in the U.S. during 
the past two years due to the ab- 
sence of a BIEM deal. 


It’s understood that the new pact 
settles the question of royalty pay- 
ments on pre-1909, the date of the 
U.S. Copyright Act, compositions 
on a compromise basis. BIEM had 
been holding out for royalties on 
such works while the U.S. disk 
companies originally contended 
that they would pay only on works 
written after the date on which 
the U.S. made copyright treaties 
with separate foreign countries. In 
all cases, these treaties were made 
several years after 1909. 


The new settlement would es- 
tablish 1909 as the starting date for 
} royalty payments with BIEM waiv- 
ling the pre-1909 claims and the 
| U.S. diskeries waiving the inter- 
vening years between 1909 and the 
treaty dates. Reason for BIEM’s 
claim on pre-1909 works is that 
under European copyright acts, 
the copyright term runs for 50 
years after the composers’ death. 
The duration of the U.S. copyright 
is for two terms of 28 years apiece. 

BIEM and RCA Victor are cur- 
rently in the process of finalizing 
the royalty deal. Future payments 
will be based reportedly on 1c for 
every four minutes of music. The 
same pact will be available to other 
U.S. diskeries. 


Hub Music Festival 
Set for May 1 With 
Sullivan as Emcee 


Boston, March 31. 

The second annual Music Fes- 
| tival, sponsored by the Boston Post, 
| has been set for May 1, at the Bos- 
|ton Garden, with indications that 
|this year’s edition will duplicate 
the SRO biz racked up at initialer, 
| when more than 16,000 fans turned 
|out. Proceeds go to swell coffers 
|of various charitable organizations 
| hereabouts. 

Slated to handle the emcee 

chores is columnist Ed Sullivan 
with composer Leroy Anderson and 
vocalists Bob Eberle and Cindy 
Lord among the pro talent inked 
to appear. Warren Freeman, pro- 
ducer of the festival, is currently 
negotiating with other showbiz 
names. In addition to professional 
talent, layout will consist of a 450- 
piece band comprised of local high 
school musices, under the baton 
of composer-bandleader Anderson, 
the 100-man Naval Aviation Choir 
from Pensacola, and finale of vocal- 
ist auditions currently underway 
at nine New England radio sta- 
tions. .» 
Affair is getting the works, pub- 
licity-wise, under the supervision 
of Mark Finley, newly appointed 
tubthumper for the daily. 


Col’s Judy Garland 


Pic warbler Judy Garland has 
been inked to a-elongterm pact by 
Columbia Records. Col will wax 
Miss Garland for its album and 
single release schedule. It’s ex- 
pected that one of the first albums 
in the Miss Garland-Col alliance 
will be “A Star Is Born,” filmusi- 
cal she’s making for Warner Bros. 
with a score by Harold Arlen and 
Ira Gershwin. 

Mitch Miller, Col’s artist & 
repertoire topper, and Paul Wes- 
ton, diskery’s Coast musical direc- 
tor, are skedded to wax the thrush 
on several single sides on the 
Coast during the latter part of the 
week. 

RCA Victor and Capitol had 
been dickering for Miss Garland 
over the past 18 months but no 
deals were ever finalized. Thrush 
previously had waxed for Decca 
and M-G-M, latter via soundtrack 
platters from Metro filmusicals. 




















Singer Russ Landi, cousin of the 
late Russ Colombo, has been inked™ 











by Segar Records, N.Y. indie. 
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ALL SOLD OUT! 


DINAH 
Bee hon al EA Vie S 5 O R 3) 


aids reception of our special limited IS SWEETER THAN EVER WITH — 
| edition of Beethoven's Nine Sym- 
3 
| 


we 
phonies, as interpreted by Arturo t th g 
Toscanini and the NBC Symphony SW e e | nl 


| | Orchestra. The edition was over- and 








subscribed even before the record- 


ings were pressed, thanks to your Ww hy C 0 mn o 


| 

| : interest. We regret that no fur- 
ther pressings of this history- 7 

| making album are available. crying 


| 20/47—5247 

































































| |, | POPULAR 


| tq SRT pTLA AME Er Ge 
che Ralph Flanagan 
| WILD HORSES/I CONFESS .............0..ccccceeeee. Paige een re 7 Vers emai, 














Perry Como 


























DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EVES/LIES .......0... ccc ccc ccce es eccceceeseeeeeectens 


| 
: | Eddie Fisher 
| Perry Como 


Freddy Martin 


All Rights Reserve® 


Sunny Gale ' 


THE MAGIC TOUCH/WILL-O’-THE-WISP ROMANCE 
Hugo Winterhalter 


10 


ariety. Inc. 


eee eeocoeoesneeea1e ee eee C-ON 0068428 66.8 6 0 


Dorothy Loudon 


The Three Suns 


TRAIN, TRAIN, TRAIN/1 CAN‘T GET STARTED .......... 226... . cece cece ee cece eee eeeee eee ees 
Buddy Morrow 


NOW THAT I’M IN LOVE/YANKEE DOODLETOWN...... 2.0.00... 0. cece eee e ween eee 


Sauter-Finegan Orchestra 


PUT THAT SAWDUST BACK ON THE FLOOR/THE BLUE SCARE CROW ............. 
Allan Small. 


Ss (Copyright Vv 













Ralph Flanagan 


BLUE VIGLIMGIEADIDANGO. . c.....0....leccescsccscececscesccesecens Rey Ra ap eI er EPO 
Hugo Winterhalter 












Harry Belafonte 
COUNTRY-—WESTERN 














. *Seven Lonely Days... 3 : 
"2a 


+Glow Worm. ep ech ae 


Eddy Arnold 


DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYEBALLS/UNHAPPY DAY ...........-...-.--2- eee ees 
Homer and Jethro 


YOU ALWAYS HURT THE ONE YOU LOVE/I‘M GONNA LOCK MY HEART .........-.---- 
Eddy Arnold 


RHYTHM & BLUES 


|! WANNA KNOW/LAUGHING BLUES .............-...++. LelebssbccrdseaMiinees $sevenebengcpys 
The Du Droppers 








PES... 


-¢ eee 2...5s% 


RR: 


























Piano Red 














Les Harris 





||.) This Week's BEST SELLING RCA Victor Records 


. SHE’S DYNAMITE/I’M GONNA TELL EVERYBODY. .......... sabes cairan ds 10s 3h ee 
AND THE BULL WALKED AROUND, OLAY/MARGIE ........ soba l dine ea ea cack bs , 















é Playing 
78 rpm/45 rpm Time 


#20 /47—5095...........04-. 2:22/3:00 


» £20/47—5152. 2... eee 2:45/3:05 


HOW DO YOU SPEAK TO AN ANGEL/DOWNHEARTED ......... bee Neh dinate « $20/47—5137... eee, 2:22/2:24 


.£20/47—5064.... 0.2.2.6... 2:37/2:30 . 


APRIL IN PORTUGAL/PENNY WHISTLE BLUES........................... jue ceten tea cee +20/47—-5052............... 3:15/2:25 
| FEEL LIKE I'M GONNA LIVE FOREVER/HOW COULD YOU..........--. a toe ndvehadae » $20/47—5216. 2. eee. 2:30/2:45__ 


i 


4£20/47—5209...... 1.2.6... 4:40/2:28 


EAGT SHRI HE is ices s icc cccccnsevsiscpescecchcdocs ges Wisnencses sovmdde uaa #20/47—5238............... 2:38/2:30 
| ECSTACY TANGO/WAGGASHOE ....:......... 60. ccc cece cece ceeeees eee cee wh sacks Maeenaee res £:20/47—5185... tee, gue ae 2:30/2:30 


20/47—5212.. 0... ee eee 2:58/2:58 


4£:20/47—5248. cee eee 2:35/2:28 
$20/47—5198.. 0... eee 2:20/2:35 


A-L-B-U-Q-U-E-R-Q-U- E/ MOON .....0 cc eccees ren at hess cob ves sean dsd teecee weet #20/47-—5237.............4.. 2:56/3:02 


© $20/4T— APPT... eee 2:56/3:28 


GOMEN NASAI (Forgive Me)/SPRINGFIELD mena: 65.5 6gt ich Le a:+ #20/47—5210...... 2... 2:20/2:29 


, 


MOONLIGHT & ROSES/THE MISSOURI Ss cntichanieeecens ce giark wench dese ea PY eT re 2:25/3:05 


#20/47—5214.. 2... eee 2:20/2:32 


#20/47—5193.............. 2338/2225 


. $20/47—5229. eee 2:15/2:48 
#20/47—5224.... 00s. eee eee 2:31/2:25 


#:20/47—5132...........445- 3:01/2:16 








Georgia Gibbs....... 
Florian ZaBach......... 


« 
€ 


Mills Bros......=-...- 
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5 
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RCA VICTOR 


FIRST IN RECORDED. MU 












<tHS MASTER'S VOICE”, 


TIPS TO DEEJAYS: 


THESE ARE THE HITS THAT 
MAKE A GOOD PROGRAM GREAT! 
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To Oseas 


Reg Connelly (Camp Pon: 
nelly, Dash-Connelly, etego%3 
turned to London on the » n 


Mary over the weekend with two 
more deals under contract, on top 
of the reciprocal international 
music publishing setup previously 
reported with Jean and Julian 
Aberbach. The new deals embrace 
Howard Richmond’s musie firms 
(Cromwell, Hollis, Ludlow, 
ways, Melody Trails, Essex and 
Dartmouth - Music Corps.), for 
straight representation in Britain 
and on the Continent, a la Connel- 
ly’s hookup with Santly-Joy; and 
a hookup with Broadcast Music, 
Inc. 

The BMI deal gives 
“Song from the Moulin Rouge,” 
the theme by George Auric which 
BMI’s music firm tied up world- 


wide and which Percy Faith waxed | 


for Columbia, Montovani for Lon- 
don, etc. Reciprocally, Connelly set 
up Canford Music as the British 
outlet for BMI copyrights, a coin- 
age that stems from 


England, where Connelly has his 
summer home 


The Howard Richmond music 
deals are for two years. Hereto- 
fore Leeds Music, Ltd., the British 
subsid of Lou Levy’s American 
firm, handled most of Richmond 
songs on a separate deal. 

Incidentally, Bernie Miller (& 
Miller), who died suddenly the 
morning of Connelly’s return to 
England, handled the music pub- 
lisher’s new deals, probably his last 
legal chores. (Details of the w.k. 
music attorney’s death in this 
issue.) The Aberbach freres’ sun- 
dry firms (Hill & Range, etc.) will 
be handled by Aberbach Music Co., 
Ltd., in England and, reciprocally, 


Connelly, Inc., will be the US. 
affiliate for the brothers. 
In the main, Connelly has 


clicked with the Santly-Joy cata- 
log, notably the Bob Merrill songs. 


Merrill currently has the No. 1 and 
No. 2 songs in England, “Doggie 
In the Window” (Patti Page) and 
“She Wears Red Feathers” (Guy 
Mitchell). 


Ae “They announce Merrill on the |. 





Folk- | 


Connelly | 


the famed | 
Canford Cliffs, near Bournemouth, | 


“ssays Connelly, “with the 
e portance as Irving Beriin 
“GOle Porter. And no wonder, 
nm you consider that he has had 
hit¢ in a row in the last two 
“some of them even bigger 

tis.in Englafid than at home.” 
‘Connelly cites “Waiking to Mis- 
souri, “Feet Up (Pat Him on the 
Po-Po),” “Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania,” “Belle, Belle, My Liberty 
Belle,” “There’s Always Room at 
My House” (which stayed on top 
for 10 weeks), and “We Won’t Live 
In A Castle” (these are a couple, 
says the London music man, which 
are bigger abroad than in the 
1'U.S.), “Truly Truly Fair’ and “A 
| Beggar In Love.” 


+ 








| These tunes have been domi- 
nantly disked by Mitchell and 
| Mitch Miller on Columbia, and 


| Mitchell’s opening at the London 
Palladium June 8 is figured to ride | 
the crest of the big BBC buildup | 
which has been plugging his plat- 
ters. Mitchell comes in directly 
after the coronation; Danny 
Thomas precedes him and Martin 
& Lewis follow thereafter. Mit- 
chell, incidentally, is set for his 
second picture at Paramount as co- 
star with Rosemary Clooney in 
“Three Sisters from Seattle.” 





} 
} 





Burke cian Hosp. Fund | 
In Memory of His Son 


Hollywood, March 31. 

Sonny Burke, Decca Records’ 
Coast artist & repertoire head, has 
set up a Michael Burke Fund in 
memory of his two-and-a-half year 
old son, who died Sunday (29) 
after having been in a coma for 10 
days. Child had gone into the St. 
Johns’ hospital, Santa Moniea,- for 
an operation March 19 and while 
undergoing surgery his heart had 
stopped beating for approximately 
eight minutes, after which time the 
surgeon managed to restore the 
heart activity. 

Fund, being supervised by 
Burke’s assistant, Tom Mack, is 
for the purchase of cardioscopes 
for hospital use. 



































BILLY ECKSTINE 


Sings 
A FOOL 
COQUETTE IN LOVE 
MGM 11439 78 RPM 
K 11439 45 RPM 








Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 
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MANY OF THE TIMES 


5. TILL I WALTZ AGAIN WI 
HELLO BLUE BIRD 


DECCA 


1. YOU CAN BE IN LOVE 
LESS THAN TOMORROW 


2. TWICE AS MUCH 
SOMEONE TO CARE FOR 


3. YOU FOOLED ME. 
IF YOU TAKE MY HEART 


4. KAW-LIGA .... i 


5. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART. 


MERCURY 


1, DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW 
MY JEALOUS EYES 


2. CARAVAN 


ae 

CAPITOL ARTIST 

1. I'M SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD.. .L. Paul-M, Ford 

- SLEEP ety ” 

2. BLUE GARDENIA .......sceeccesees oceee-Nat (King) Cole 
.CAN’T I mage 

3. SIDE BY SIDE .......ececees b iehe cash gomiasksanee GeaEr 
NOAH 

eg 31. Or | ere ee gen pre wrw ey yg .»»- Nat (King) Cole 

: DON’T LET EYES SHOP FOR HEART 

5. YES SIR, THAT’S MY BABY ....«....... OS ore ae Hari Kari 
YOKAHAMA MAMA 

COLUMBIA - 

1, SOMEBODY STOLE MY GAL ........-se5e0+: Johnnie Ray 
GLAD RAG DOLL 

2. I BELIEVE Pa Seas babe ok oh o.cnn-6 ered Frankie Laine 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

3. TELL ME A STORY recess BO 0sb064 @e F. Laine-J. Boyd : 
LITTLE BOY AND OLD MAN 

4. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE...........-...: Percy Faith 
SWEDISH RHAPSODY z 

5. VM THE KING OF BROKEN HEARTS...... Tony Bennett 4 
NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW : 

CORAL . 

1. DANCIN’ WITH SOMEONE ..6...-ccccecee: Teresa Brewer 
BREAKIN’ IN THE BLUES 

2. GOODBYE CHARLIE, GOODBYE.......... Karen Chandler 
I’D LOVE TO FALL ASLEEP 

3.- CANDY BAR BOOGIE .. fi. bok. cc ccccbeccscs: Ames Bros. 
AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW 

4. THERE’S NO ESCAPE ..........--sseces ...Don Cornell 

z 


DOWNHEARTED 


LIES 








Federal Tax 


—aaas Continued from page 71 

















a ee seme 
some Armed Forces group, are ask- 
ing that bookers only set orchestras 
at a flat rate. In other cases the 
agencies are limiting the percent- 
age deals. 


The edict also states that tax 
exemptions would not be granted 
museums, art galleries, YMCAs or 
similar groups such as Campfire 
Girls, Boy Scouts, 4-H Clubs, all 
which fall in the educational field, 
but only the broadest sense. While 
colleges and schools are ordinarily 
exempt, most of these buy their 
entertainment at flat guarantees, 
using bands, for example, between 
open one-nighters or locations. 


Among the booking offices, it is 
held that the only move that can 
be made is to raise the basic guar- 
antee, taking little or no percent- 
age deals. This would hurt the or- 
ganizations if weather or any other 
circumstances ¢ut.into attendance 
at the fair. In smaller towns, pro- 
moters would rather work a split 
deal, which fakes them off the 


TH YOU 


ceaevek étegeeneeees Mills Bros. 


MY HEART IS A KINGDOM 


CONGRATULATIONS TO SOMEONE _ 


WHILE YOU DREAM _—- 


Teresa Brewer 


Saar Ge bee aoa an Hamish Menzies 


eT Cre te eooeee Four Aces 
AWAY 
NR ee ar ere Dolores Gray 


...Louis Armstrong 


Tere eet ree Patti Page 


.-Ralph Marterie 


SEVEN LONELY DAYS ................0. Georgia Gibbs 
IF YOU TAKE MY HEART 
Rene EY SUR UU MN C0 o's 0 666006400663. 00 n40tu0 Rusty Draper 
TEXARKANA BABY 
eo 508 Gs danse soot sess b5000 06465096 Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 
M-G-M 
Be MeO Foo 5 ss, Fis oes Secs ceeuss eeecce ss tM oe 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 
a Ho a ag ae Cole eee Bee eee a Billy Eckstine 
A. FOOL IN. LOVE 
SSE css 06 8. dephdeees Rabe besa, Silv Miz 
; can vou ilvano Mangano 
4. ‘YOUR: CHEATIN’ HEART |]... osiccccccccccs.. Joni Jz 
V’LL BE WAITING FOR YOU a 
5. HAVE YOU .HEARD .........;...... be 60'en hes Joni 
WISHING RING eee 
RCA VICTOR 
1. HOT TODDY ..... eT ee eee Te ee eer Ral 
SERENADE alph Flanagan 
Re: WMD PPI cece ccccccccnce bie e044. ; 
1 CO Sabogal kT REET ee Perry Como 


3. HOW DO YOU SPEAK TO AN ANGEL ........Eddie Fisher 


DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES. . Perry Como 


basbesecuesesede: Freddy Martin 


| hook if any thing happens. 


In another communication the 
commissioner emphasized that 
while admissions to agricultural 
fairs are tax free, events within 
the grounds such as vaude shows 
| and horse races which are private- 
| ly promoted are not. 
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Brunswick Cuffoing 


N.Y. Jazz Concert For 
Atmosphere in Diskings 


The Brunswick label, a Cora). 
Decca Records subsid, will stage a 
cuffo jazz concert at Pythian Tem. 
ple, N. Y., April 4 to get a “live” 
concert atmosphere for a record. 
ing session featuring a couple of 
all-star jazz combos. Brunswick 
previously cut a similar set, ‘Jaz. 
time, U.S.A.,” under the same cir. 
cumstances. Upcoming album wiit 
showcase Buddy Rich, Terry Gibbs 
Georgie Auld and Neal Hefti’ 
among others. ‘ 

Brunswick, meantime, has inked 
| the Do-Re-Mi trio to a term pact. 
| Vocal combo clicked several y; 
} 





irs 


ago on the indie Commodore label 
with “Wrapped Up in a Dream 

Brunswick also signed jazz clari- 
netist Tony Scott as a maestro-in- 
strumentalist. 
work for the Coral label. Scott ar. 
rived back in New York early this 
week after playing a week’s engage. 
ment at the Blue Note, Philadel- 
phia. 


| JONES PULLS RECORD 
| CROWD 70 MPLS. SHOW 


ini 





Minneapolis, March 31. 
With Spike Jones and his band 
as the magnet, annual Northwest 
| Builders Show set a new all-time 
| attendancé record, drawing 117.180 
| paid admissions for the nine days, 
| or an average of more than 13,000 
| daily. Total compares to 76,540 for 
| last year, a gain of 40,630. 
Previous high was in 1949 when, 
with the Ralph Edwards show, the 
aggregate attendance hit 112,150, 


| Jack Mills Launches 
3 European Subsids 


Jack Mills, Mills Music prexy, 
launched deals for’ setting up Mills 
subsids in threé European coun- 
tries during his recent trek abroad. 
Negotiations are currently under 
way for the finalization of plans 
to form Mills outlets in Germany, 
France and Italy. The firm already 
is repped in England, Canada and 
Belgium, 

In addition to kicking off deals 
for new firms, Mills picked up sev- 
eral foreign copyrights for publi- 
cation in the U. S. First to be re- 
leased here will be “Gypsy Leg- 
end,” a semi-classical: instrumental 
penned by Mantovani. Composition 
was acquired from Lawrence 
Wright, British music pub. 








Iverson Named Peer U.P. 

Bob Iverson, business manager 
of Peer International and Southern 
Music, has been upped to veepee 
by firms’ topper Ralph S. Peer. In 
addition to his business managing 
chores, Iverson will continue to 
handle the foreign copyrights di- 
vision. 

Meantime, Irving Deutch, firms’ 
general manager, returned to his 
New York desk last week after 
Coast huddles with Peer. 





FOR MOTHER'S DAY PROGRAMMING! 


MOTHER'S 
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RCA VICTOR makes April. ‘Movie Month’ 


with Four New Albums from 
Hollywood's Biggest Hits 
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THE JAZZ SINGER: Danny Thomas sings old songs 
and new from the score of Warner Brothers’ 1953 
version of the history-making musical..'45 EP” (2 rec- 
ords) $2.80, 331/3 $3.00 


THE DESERT SONG: Kathryn Grayson—co-star of the 
Warner Brothers film—and Tony Martin singing Sig- 
mund Romberg’s glorious melodies. “45 EP” (2 rec- 
ords) $2.80, 33'/; $3.00 


TONIGHT WE SING: Thrilling musical episodes from 
the original sound track of the new 20th Century-Fox 
film. With Ezio Pinza, Roberta Peters and Jan Peerce. 
“45” $3.80, 331/, $4.45 


PETER PAN: Songs and sound effects as you heard 
them on the screen in the Disney production. Original 
cast with Bobby Driscoll as. Peter Pan and Kathryn 
Beaumont as Wendy. “45” $2.95, 78 $2.95 





From top Hollywood musicals of 1953! All the songs people willbehearing 
‘ee. Singing... humming... and asking for! 

These widely publicized hit movies will deliver a ready-made record 

market right to your door. So stand by fori lots of requests for these four 

sparkling RCA Victor albums from Hollywood's biggest hits. 


Prices suggested list. Add Federal Excise Tax and local tax. 


Special promotional material which “does the 
selling for you" is available from your RCA 
Victor distributor. Ask him about it. 





—— 


RA ea tae hth: ZFS cleme timemmae on 





| 
| 


78 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 1, 1953 





RCA to Gift Library 











SCOTT, COLLINS LAUNCH | 
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Of Congress With Rare | NEW AUDIVOX LABEL 
Rachmaninoff Disks ' Raymond Scott, maestro on the | 
° TV “Hit Parade” show, and his | _ 
: i epi t | ~ 4 
Washington, March 31." | on Snat show, have embarked on | 3 ge 
RCA Victor will present a series| an indie disk venture with the - alc 2 2 
of rare recordings by ‘the late} formation last week of Audivox R vig se E a 
Serge Rachmaninoff to the Library | Records. Leonard Wolf; formerly Survey of retail disk best SIfiaic 3 c RP > 
of Congress tomorrow (Wed.} a$| with Decca Records’ sales and sellers based on reports ob ais |¢ie 2 gle $j)a| T 
part of the 10th anni ce promotion department, is also tained from leading stores m g z ela ~lLiz = 0 : 
tion of the late composer-pianist’s | nartnered in the company. Miss 9 cities and showing com- >) slslele Sieisis 
on ag es bags = cabrio Collins had been under contract to parative sales rating for this 4 Silels{/*#isiale . 
made in the pre-electric reco Decca, but a release from her pac and last week. Q Sis|3 Te 
era. was amicably negotiated. [iS /zIS 4 4 4 $ = p 
Mrs. Sophia W. R. Coors, of| ‘The husband and wife team cur- PEs a14 | y if 313 3 oh 
Washington, granddaughter of the| rently confprise the label's talent | Nationa Sisigitisisi.| 8 | ' 
musician, will be on hand for the|jineup. Wolf will handle the ad- Rating a 3 8 e|/s e}s! 4 
ceremonies. Luther Evans, Librari-| ministrative, sales and promotion- This Last 2 = 5 S "lo lSlelsl 
an of Congress, is accepting the/ 4) details. Setup marks Scott’s k. wk. Artist, Label, Title slzliolalelslizliflsls 
collection’ from Victor and they| second indie operation. He pre- Se - + tt 
will become part of the Rachman-| viously owned Master Records via PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
inoff’s archives, including B pone which he released several sets of 1 1 “Doggie in tie Window” fe ee em $«. S:..2 & 1.2 8 
cmtertas Seetenheniee the eineied aw deypabe tweens Bums FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) ae 6 a | 
by Rachmaninoff’s family. Born in : ) Se OF at ean oie ies onatiiies 0 
Russia, Rachmaninoff. later fled o ~ TERESA j (Coral) 
that country and became a USS. Mills Score From 3 2 “Till I Wat z Again With You” 1 a eo a a Sa 5 :@ § 6 3.5 3. 49 
citizen. Off B’ : ————"""GAYLORDS (Mercury) 
“Db Way Music 4 6 “Tell Me You're Mine”...............--- 10 2 3 6 2 32 
’ Mills Musie has acquired the af NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
MENZIES DECCA CLICK i to the new legit — a ee ee, Se oe errs ree 9 a a 4 31 
“Surprise Package,” which is be- ae eke eomemrar a: NE-J. ‘BOYD (Columbia) 
CUES MAJOR BUILDUP ing preemed by Originals Only, an 5B . Ao a Story” ncacecs cans Uedithe aes 410 3 5 2 31 
. ‘ off-Broadway group in Greewich oe JONI JAMES (M-G-M) 
Hamish Menzies, 28-year-old | Village, Friday (3): Score was “Your Cheatin’ Heart” oe ale a. vo@ ¢ 29 
Scotsman who came to the U. S. penned by Fran Ziffer, Horty Be!- a ; ae Your Cheat: IS REEER EE i: 
a year ago, is currently the latest | son and Hardy Weider. The book RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) oo . - 
— voice yd forge nora eh st | was written by Tom Piill. 8 11 “Hot Toddy . on os os se tie si 2 8 9.5ig 0 5 9 5 — Se ee 
ee eee Sea vir Team’s previous musical, ‘“Da- a ~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
—e disk for ages cans pen kota,” was picked up by Milis a § 4 “Don’t Let Stars in Your Eyes” .......-...-: 7 6 10 ee te ee 
seller ‘and Decca is triming the |CoUPIe of years ago. . PERCY FAITH (Colu.obia) : 
singer for a major promotional | a 10 18 San pedindr eeaest ‘ide ae EA en 0.068 6S 2 i 16 
buildup as a result. of the initial tR (Capitol) 
reaction. Menzies is also a com- Jocks Jukes & Disks 11A 8 “Side by Side”... Re Se ety Ce ee 9 S$ § 9 10 14 
poser, having written his first 5 | ~ PERCY FAITH “[Columbia) 
ave eee By ps ‘ja ~ Be | — continued from page 72 11B .. “Song From Moulin Rouge”.............-..- 5 8 6 14 
n Love” and “Less an Tomor- a 
row.” Soundtrack album of the 20th- ‘a> 99 reEet Come 4 ES “ 9 8 7 13 
Menzies was spotted by Decca | Fox pic with Ethel Merman, Don- ————RUSTY DRAPER "tiem ~ 
while working recently in a Cleve- | ald O’Connor, George Sanders and 14 “No Help Wanted” piel, Nee Met nec ek 8 2 12 
land nitery. In England, Menzies|Carole Richards (who piped the Comcteperstctcon ¥ 
was vocalist with the Ted Heath KAREN CHANDLER (Coral) 
tunes for Vera-Ellen) is sock all 15A .. “Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me”.............. 6 6 10 
and Geraldo orchs and wrote the the way. Miss Merman and com- old ™ i : 
music for one of the London Pal- he , li EDDIE FISHER (Victor) . 10 
ladium revues. He also ran a nitery, | P@"y Tip through 11 Irving Berlin a St Saree 1 
Le Bluebird, in Paris shortly be-|tunes (only the oldie, “Interna-|| ———————yapy KARI (Capitol) 
fore coming to the U. S. el Rag” bab nn in = 17 weheeei Olemne” .............-seuscncees 8 5 9 
roadway production) with a cap- Cann es 
tivating exuberance and drive. La EILEEN ahead (Coral) 3 8 
Sk | A k T Merman wins with “The Hostess ere Pretend see eees teres ees eee esse es sesess 
yiar, ACKers eam With Mostes’ on the Ball,” “Inter- | _ SYLVANA MANGANO iM. G-M) 
national Rag, a “The Best See | i9 da NT ee Be ok % 46.8 weer ie ye. CT 7 10 5 
For Own Pub House oe JO STAFFORD (Columbia) 
iF : onnor impresses as a good 2 “K ee ates ie OMe 3. 4 
—— —. growing — of owe a — ~ ees of | 20_1 —~ AB i —— 3 aon 3 4 5 ¥ 
songwriters who are opening their | “What ance Have it ove” | : 
eee a mcey e — _ con a — rd HANS CHRISTIAN) SWEETHEARTS TV CALENDAR MUSIC FOR KAY STARR STYLE 
ylar has formed Lynwood Music s ai} ! - ANDERSEN ; SHOW LOVERS ONLY Kay Starr 
in partnership with Andrew |Sanders is bigwoiced and roman] FIVE TOP) civcave | ven eqn | Arthur Godfrey | seckie Gleeson | Capitol 
Ackers, pi i in ve. | rank Parker : ote 
Freaman. —— “You’re Just in Love,” duet be- Decca Columbia Columbia Capitol H 363 
D Gnas . tween Miss Merman and O’Con- A | B U M S DL 5433 B 331 CL 6241 H 352 
Duo decided to organize their | nor doesn’t come off too well but | A 919 B 331 
own company after placing a couple | jt’s still a Berlin standout. Orch 9-364 C 331 
og oeiae ake coon aw, soe chorus are directed by Alfred | ca! 
“| ée major disk companies. ewman. i 
= rr inantly BMI—with the exception 
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| cause You're Mine,” “Be My Love,” 

















“Loveliest Night of the Year” and 
“Cool Cool Cool of the Evening,” 
the major channels for songplug- 
ging are the record companies and 
the radio disk jockeys which, al- 
legedly, are inclined to favor BMI 
tunes. 

BMI just as frankly feels the 
SPA writers have no case; that the 
public doesn’t care if the hit comes 
from Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, 
or from some unknowns in Nash- 
ville or newcomers from the Briil 
Bldg., which has been more the 
case in recent years. 

By the same token, more new 
songs have been sparked by new 
artists on independent labels than 





ASCAPites See Better Break 


Continued from page 71 ae 











otherwise. Sultans. the disk- 
eries are now inclined to favor new 
writers with direct deals at the ex- 
pense of the music publisher, fre- 
quently bypassing him. The fact 
that some of the major publishers 
of late have themselves gone into 
the indie diskery business as a new 
form of exploitation is advanced 
by BMlites as evidence that the 
entire pattern of pop song hitmak- 
ing has undergone a revoliition to 
which the oldline ASCAP publish- 
ers and writers seemingly are not 
yet attuned. 

ASCAP has the evidence of the 
last three or four years to indicate 
that the Top 10, the Hit Parade and 
kindred rosters have been dom- 











this week where an ASCAP pub- 
lisher is No. 1. And there, too, this 
same publisher is in the process of 
setting up a new BMI affiliate, al- 
legedly as an economic cushion, 
just in case. 
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A Beautiful Ballad 
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From “BLACKBIRDS OF 1928" 
| CAN’T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT LOVE, BABY 


DIGA DIGA DOO 


and 





WHEN 











DOWN THE STREET 
THE LONESOMEST GAL 


1 CAN’T BELIEVE THAT 
YOU'RE IN LOVE WITH ME 


MY SUGAR WALKS 





IN TOWN 
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New York cury ... Phil Napoleon set for tw S . 
. st ‘ : r two She Wears Red Fez 
Costa, RCA Victor vocalist, ae ey at the Colonial, Toronto, Outside of aa Dash , : . 
aod a two-week engagement at Cotens coming into the Frolics,; Now .... >ecccelaiah _— .:_. Philadelphia, March 31. gone up thi ; 
‘ pee Boule ard, Queens, oy etl aol us, Ohio, May 12 for a Don't Sas Ta estos aoe PR me Se py Bers on up with | 156% = tamed ede Aa a, — 
, Belafonte into the as ; n Golden Coac se ladelphia Orchestra, as Wi ’ ® in hall 
4 vital St Louis, Friday (3) for two oe Washington has nine days Because Youre Mine : we tr other institutions, and anor respoaer: Sagan in baggage handling, 
eeks . .- Alan Dean at the Ranch | * e Riviera, St. Louis, May 15 Don’t Believe Me...F.D ins | ment is skedding its second annual | in offi a in advertising, and 10% 
t House, Johnston, R. 1, Saturday | wi, Billy Deverou into Mario’s Glow Worm ... Dati H. | drive this year for funds to offset Ss eenengarnennel. 
. (4) for a nine-day stand... Dick yee, April 27 for 14 days... .j Little Red Monkey. . Robbins a deficit. Last year, the orch-made | ¢ Growth of symphonies around 
P Linke, Capitol Records publicity | 4+ the ordan group do six weeks S$ its first public drive for funds, ask- the country, management says, has 
0 and promotion manager, celebrat~ eaiine —* Club, Montreal, Second 12 ing $83,000, and got it easily. This created desire to hear the Big : 
I ing his 10th anni in the publicity inked far — 4 . . . Sax Mallard year, with a deficit of $70,000 to! Three, and the PO has had requests 
q piz this ponte of et Club Big Bey i aan ae ae Belong to Me Chappell make up, it’s asking for $100,000 ps a re ga for appearances 
: to Chappell ¢ ’ Siand, . April 10 fake It Soon eer wipe out some additi wy ty | Cost situation prevents, how ' 
T 0 ve seneral manager, Stan Stan-|*° Three Twins pacted f ; BOR. esses Connelly | ine ional debts it’s | O Ss, Bowever. 
. Grii's Gener einger . month at tl ins pacted for a} That's A-Why ...... Conne incurred. |On former tours, orch pric 
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- yotil April 11... Sony @ orelli, | yoliet. 11) at the Luis Hotel, Love of My Life “Reine around $1,100,00 get of can’t stand the fe : ; 
13 M-G-M Records crooner, pencilled o a2. Talk to the Trees... C) eines |4round 1,100,000. It has been | raise thei : e. They can’t 
in for a return engagement at Ka- a - Comes Alon ee . . -Chappell taking in about $750,000 on ticket | asen Steeey Series, either. 
50 Sees Theatre Night Club, Toledo, Omaha I Went Your Wedding Victoria ge ere oa $200,000 to $225,- | 
' April 13. Isle of i bon ria record royalties, and gets | e 
‘ Guy Lambarde added Chadron] Waitin {e'ifhurt” N*Bast | from ie endowment fund return | ASCAP Cleffers Click 
— Pittsburgh Sake FR saree = ng April 9...{| Dummy Song........ -Prows ndowment fund. Manage- | 
| J ns rch opened at Ar- se ment doesn’t perceive any Federal | ° 
32 Shep Fields booked into Vogue | lington, Neb., Ballroom ee | Awe subsidy in the seeeteiellne el At D.C. Press Affair 
- i Cal age ia Satats wor A 7 = Club Reno | B ; = anticipates it will need a local | Washington, March 31 
Davi arey, band_ musician, | 4; ¢ z Melchior book 5 rive annually ins | ONati : aeta : 
31 ined the Dormont High School Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum he wy - urning Paul Ford Duo its deficits. : a ia up National Press Club’s annual 
faculty as head of the music de- Re oe Bill Christofferson. into H t Wi ; rough,” commented orch — SCAP luncheon, with entertain- 
5 ange ee wre ar ane i TAlblen She ws Grand Island 0 test ith Capitol, Carl McDonald, “but ween ial oer i by a group of leading com- 
plays a one-niter a es lewis * s on Swing Kin si eye ™ turbed.” q at y j ' 
29 pia next Wednesday (8) and| for 12 weeks by WJAG, Norfolk Sticking With Label Symiph which I ie gee ag gn ae Ring 
- f Frank Yankovic dittoes a week Clyde McCoy orch signed for an- g é Py my a has had 14,000,000 | hursday (26), with an SRO attend- 
‘ S jater . . . Singer-pianist Gloria nual Creighton University Junior- Although Les Paul & Mary F cordings sold to date, is| ance. Affairs, which have be 
20 Nati Se > ; y Junior y Ford | generally regarded 7 F , ave been go- 
Catizone off for a month of hotel | ¢nior Prom April 10 at Peony | re still burning at | classi garded as the No. 1/ ing on f 
and cocktail lounge dates in Miami Park. . 1y ee i g at Capitol Rec- | Classical recording orch. Royalties, | ,,; or some years, are a good 
17 Reach . . . Eddie Dacco replaced a a | ords for its release of Kay Starr’s | though they vary, run from 12 to will gesture by ASCAP to the D.C 
Jack Olson on trombone peng Ren D ll | “Side by Side,” which used the tre of their outlay. Management | PF€ss- , 
Artie Arnell outfit... Tiny Wolfe ailas {multiple dubbi rn j takes great pride in its disks. It} D ay ; 
_16 back 7 “ry at the Copa f Cheerleaders, vocal quintet, in| team is Precererg beige pod | ye an amendment is needed to | following bb ioe ompned, ene, 
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mer House show April 23... Art| tyre crew "moved . cIn- week was their slice of “I’m Sit | hinenie the mposition. It also | Anderson, and the husband-wife 
_13 Van Damme group switched over | Tones, a TT te y Twin an en Tee ot : . S1t- | aut : suggestion of an import} team of Alex Kramer and Joan 
from Capitol label to Columbia|The Chateau t ' rio, return to | * —. the World,” which | y on foreign masters, to lessen | Whitney. Miss Whitney sa 
12 and cut four sides with new affili-| Eleanor R _ oday (Wed.) .. _| jumped into the number one posi- unfair competition. provided patter f Pg -_ 
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US. Flop Tunes, 
ee fe 6 
a 2 
Makes Them Hits} VARIETY -| [8 fal, 
Piper: Survey of retail maga’ Lorne 5 2 S 3) 
1.7: ee sales based on reports obtatne £ 4 n : ; 
nee London, ss: aS E “4. from leading stores in 9 cities 3 = 3 3 3) T 
Britain is shaping up as ‘tf and showing comparative sales ° s oi sie ilals Pe 
refuge of lost causes as far as U. S. rating for this and last week. m | bs g E i 2/3 ~ 
pop tunes are concerned. American | * ASCAP + BMI 5 5 Be 3 ‘ = = A 
songs, which to one degree or an-| es = =1e | 8 3s = ‘. L 
other have laid eggs in their na- = ae fe F ~ ‘ a 3 
tive country, are getting big play e a § 2 ie , s E P 
here and, via this route, may mi- National - = é v if & & , I 
grate back to the U. S. for renewed Rating io] & # S18 E/e Sin 
exploitation. This Last z = = 5 < ~ | 3 T 
Currently, three out of the four wk. wk. Title and Publisher Zia lOiM¥ial@aisglizia! § 
> i C d j re Sa 
pcan adr nites 9 aap 1 2  +Doggie in the Window (Santly-J)............ cys fos sk 2 ee |S ae 
“Broken Wings,” in the No. 1 spot, “21 7Til I Waltz Again (Village)................. 3 3 2 1 203 1 4 2° 78 
is probably the most dramatic case | “3 3 “Keep It a Secret (Shapiro-B) . 7 inde Boing PS 8 4 4:5 4 5 2 5 51 
since. Chie~tane epee Gee on ine || "44 _?Don’t Let the Stars (Four Star).....-.....--. TREE We Te We eet er 
» an RCA Victor dis ai eer. FELL : scommmsaahiinicheiimabesseediaidtiia, 
ts by The Todds. This disk, 5 8  *Pretend (Brandoni)........ Peeeeeee ee eee a Pa A SY ee 34 
however, is clicking big here. “6 7 *Anywhere I Wander (Frank)..........-.---- 2 ere ee ee 33 
“Wonderful Copenhagen,” from 7 5 “I Believe (Cromwell)...........-.---------- ok ee Teepe TREE 
the Frank Loesser score for the "8 6 “*Side by Side (Shapiro-B)..........-....---: 6 S.10..5. 6 «x. 9 24 
“Hans Christian Andersen” ae “9 11 Tell Me You're Mine (Capri)..........-..... 10 10 4 << e 4 22 
imilarly did not mean much in ——ena j ates 
the U.S but has climbed here into «i 10 _ *Oh Happy Day (BVC) 4 oo ee cio = LE. 
the No. 3 position. “She Wears 11 7  *Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me (Mills)... ------ F ee BER Bee 12 
Red Feathers” is getting fair reac- 12 + Your Cheatin’ Heart (Acuff-R) ost 7 rae 11 
tion in the U. S., but nothing to ee *She Wears Red Feathers (Oxford) 2 4 7 
ene a, See here. i3B. - tell Me a Story (Montclare). ppp hes 6 by SEE. * + = 7 
ass 15 *Hush-A-Bye (Remick)...........-.--+2:e0005 xed 5 6 
© | ? 
BMI Subsid Promotes LOMBARDO’S SOCK 
| | Pubs Checkmate Chess Label || 
U.S. Longhairs on Wax ups UnecKmate UneSS Labde | 192G IN 26 DATE 
. Continued from page 71 Guy Lombardo wound up the 
: Via Remington Label cago, represent Fox in both the unlicensed recordings made . by | first half of his third annual one- 
In a y pct promote ge em Chess and Martin actions. Remington Records, of comnpoes | sites sewens —- — a ee 
porary American music ON QISKS, | he : tions of Shapiro-Bernstein, St. ’ gross in ates. our, 
the American Composers Alliance,| Fox made a distribution last Nicholas, Meridian and Oxford. | which was kicked off in Vicksburg, 


| week to Shapiro-Bernstein, Mills, 

Feist and Robbins Music of $4,982, 

representing the judgments Abeles 
| obtained and collected against Par- 
| adox Industries and Dante Bollet- 
itino fof “royalty claims totalling 

only $276. In these actions Fox 
| obtained the first ruling that the 
| $250 minimum damages for each 
linfringement applied to phono- 
| graph recordings. There is a fur- 
ither distribution to be made of 
| $4,572, which Paradox and ‘Bollet- 
| tino were required to pay as a con- 
| dition of Fox not instituting other 
| actions against them. 


| Hearings are being held before 

|the Special Master to ascertain 

the damages sustained through the 
ea 


a Broadcast Music, Inc., subsid, 
has granted a subsidy to Reming- 
ton Records, indie lowprice long 
play line, to record 12 LP: sides 
annually of works of American 
composers. The Remington subsidy 
marks ACA’s largest grant for re- 
cordings. Group previously under- 
wrete three sides for RCA Victor 
and several for the Rachmaninoff 
Society. 


Remington also plans to stress 
the works of American composers 
in the waxings of the recently 
pacted Cincinnati Symphony. The 
Cincy outfit is under the direction 
of Thor Johnson, one of the few 
American-born major orch con- 
ductors. 
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EXACTLY LIKE YOU 
SUNNYSIDE OF THE STREET 


(Lyrics by Dorothy Fields) 
SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & Co., Inc. 





The Master was appointed by the 
court upon the granting of the 
plaintiff’s applications for summary 
judgment. Abeles, who likewise 
represents Fox 
will adduce evidence of substantial 
damages sustained through such 
unlicensed recordings, and seek a 
recovery of .$20,000 for royaity 
claims totalling only $472. 

This is on the basis of a mini- 
mum of $5,000 for each infringe- 
ment, instead of the $250 mini- 


Paradox actions. In seeking this 
recovery Abeles is proceeding un- 
der the decision of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court in the recent case of 
F. W. Woolworth Co. vs. Contem- 
porary Arts, Inc., in which the 
court affirmed an amount of $5,000 
for an infringement, although the 
profits were enly a few hundred 


copyright statute not merely com- 
pels “reparations for injury “but 
also is designed to discourage 
wrongful conduct.” 


Warren, Gilbert to N.Y. 
For ASCAP Conclave 


Coast writers Harry Warren and 
L. Wolfe Gilbert arrived in N.Y. 
last week to attend the annual 
meeting and dinner of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers at the Hotel Astor 
next Tuesday (7). 

Both Warren and Gilbert at- 
tended‘ the ASCAP National Press 
Club dinner in Washington, D.C., 
last Wednesday (27) at which time 
the manuscripts of several. works 
by the late George Gershwin were 
presented to the Library of Con- 











gress. - 














in these actions, | 


mum precedent established in the | 


dollars, upon the holding that the | 


Miss., Feb. 26, worked westwards 
, until it reached the halfway mark 
| last week with a fortnight stand at 
the El Rancho, Las Vegas. 

Lombardo’ resumes the one-niter 
sked next week working his way 
east to resume at the Hotel Roose- 
velt, N. Y., beginning May 4. 


Philly Wins Suit 





Philadelphia, March 31. 
The city won a four-year battle 


when the Pennsylvania State Su- | 


preme Court (24) sustained its 
|right to collect an extra tax of 
| $5,735 from Muse-Art Corp., which 
| supplies -wired music to restau- 
| rants, hotels and factories. 


| Suit was originally brought in 
Philadelphia courts to restrain the 
city from collecting the additional 
tax ona gross of $114,703, which 
Muse-Art claimed represented in- 
stallation charges and royalty pay- 
ments made to the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & 
gs ee and Broadcast Music, 
ne. 


The High Court affirmed the de- 
cision of Judge Raymond C.-Mac- 
Neille who held “the receipts 
should be included since none of 
the plaintiff’s subscribers could re- 
ceive reproduced music _ unless 
their place of business were wired 
and equipped.” 





. Singer Bill Lawrence, Jack 
Wring’s orch and accordionist 
Johnny Culpo booked at the Circle 
Inn, Latham, on the Albany-Sara- 
toga Road, Easter Sunday (5) for 
afternoon and evening dance 
shows. 





Vs. Wired Music Co. 


Entire ASCAP 
Board Reelected 


The full board of the American 
| Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers was reelected by the 
membership, according to a nearly 
‘completed tabulation of the vote 
yesterday (Tues.). First job of the 
board, which comprises 12 writers 
and 12 publishers, will be to name 
a new ASCAP prexy to replace jn- 
cumbent Otto A. Harbach, whose 
term automatically expires at the 
end of April. The prexy race jg 





wide open at ‘present, with Jack 
| Yellen and Stanley Adams most 
| prominently mentioned as choices 
|of the writer-members of the 


board. 

| Reelected writers on the board 
| are Harbach, Adams, Yellen. Fred 
E. Ahlert, Gene Buck, Paul Cun. 


|ningham, John Tasker Howard, A, 
| Walter Kramer, Edgar Leslie 
George W. Meyer, Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d and Deems Taylor, Pub. 
|lisher members are Louis Bern- 
| stein, Saul H. Bourne, Irving 
Caesar, Frank H. Connor, Max 


Dreyfus, Donald Gray, Jack Mills 
| Bernard Goodwin, Abe Olman, J. 
| J. Robbins, Gustave Schirmer and 
| Herman Starr. 





Paramount Music Gets 
| Exclusive on Stone In 
Search for New Cleffers 


In another 


instance of the 
| stepped-yp pubbery prowl for ex. 
clusive cleffer deals, composer- 
lyricist Wilstgn Stone has been 


pacted by Paramount Music. Stone 
;penned = the score for George 
| White’s tab revue skedded to bow 
at the Versailles, N. Y., in the next 
few weeks. 
| According to Eddie Wolpin, 
|Paramount-Famous general man- 
| ager, the Wilston pacting is part of 
| the’ firms’ new policy to expand 
its sources of material. Heretofore, 
the firms had relied mostly on pix 
score tunes from Paramount fil- 
musicals for their pop drives with 
only a small number creating im- 
pact in the wax market. Now, how- 
ever, the Par-Famous combine is 
eyeing field for exclusive writing 
deals with cleffers whose output is 
directed at current pop market. 
In line with the pubbery’s ex- 
pansion-of-sources policy, Wolpin 
bought a Victor Young Music copy- 
right. “Wintertime of Love,” for 
| the Famous firm. 


Coots’ Jolson Tribute 


Tunesmjth J. Fred Coots has 
written a musical tribute to Al 
Jolson based on the melody pattern 
of the tunes identified with the 
late singer. The tribute is titled 
“The Al Jolson Music Memorial.” 

It'll be introduced by crooner 
Sid Gary on Milton Berle‘s NBC- 
TV show April 14. 
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Load of Philly Cafes Scram Shows 
After AGVA Pulls 2; Casino Cleared 


Philadelphia, March 31. y 


Long smoldering dispute between, 
the nitery owners and the Amer 


can Guild of Variety Artists, which] 


erupted here Wednesday night (25} 
with the union calling sut shows 
at the Celebrity Room and the 
Kaliner Bros. Little Rathskeller, 
had local entertainment world in 
a tumult and assumed national 


AGVA performers Sunday (29) and 
group cancelling shows 


Dick Jones, eastern regional di- 
‘rector of AGVA, came to town Fri- 
(27) to take charge for uniom. 
“We aré not on strike,” Jones said, 
“We are the victims of a lockout, 
which is an unfair labor practice.” 
Both sides carried the fight to 





proportions over the weekend. 


Philly cafemen acted swittly and | 
voted unanimously for reprisal and | 
in a telegram notified all member | 
clubs and AGVA headquarters that | 
acts were to be dropped. By Satur- 
day night 27 Philly clubs had | 
agreed to cancel shows, although | 
several of this number backslid and 
ran AGVA entertainment for week- | 
end crowds: 

According to Herman Comroe, 
president of Philadelphia Cafe 
Men’s Assn. and a v.p. of Theatre 
Restaurant Owners of America, his 
group picked up seven new mem- 
bers which more than offset those 
who fell by wayside. Philly boni- 
faces were heartened by solid sup- 


the daily press and both appeared 
confident of victory. Jones de- 
scribed yanking of floor shows at 
Celebrity and Rathskeller as a sim- 
ple “policing action.” Comroe said 
AGVA called out shows because 
spots-failed to sign minimum basic 
agreement. Cafe association mem- 


* (Continued on page 86) 





Petrillo Warns 


On Fining Of 





port of TROA members throughout 
country, with 
troit nitery ops promising to drop 


PATRICIA 
CAPPELLA 


“Are EXPERT BALLROOM- 
OLOGISTS .. . their routines 
are IMAGINATIVELY CON- 
CEIVED and his holds of her 
in Opside down and other 
equilibrium and GRAVITY- 
DEFYING HOLDS ARE SPON- 
TANEOUS APPLAUSE - GET- 
TERS.” 

Abel, Variety, Mar. 25, 1953 














“Cappella and Patricia are a 
FLASHY DANCE TEAM with 
many interesting lifts and 
spins ... the dance patterns 
nof only show off the gown 
to its best advantage but 
ALSO HER SHAPELY LEGS.” 


R. Dana, 
N. Y. World Telegram, 
Mar. 24, 1953 


Now Appearing 


HOTEL PIERRE 


NEW YORK 


HELD OVER FOR 
2 MORE WEEKS 


Thanks to STANLEY MELBA 
and HENRI BECKMAN 
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“BEST COMEDY BITS” 


5 Acts of Creative Comedy Centaining 
Monologues, Sketches & Pantomimicry 
Price Five Dollars 
oats ies a 

riting erprises 
94 Hill Street Troy, N.Y 


(The Mirthplace of Show Biz) 











Baltimore and De-| 
| 


“AFM Members 


Chicago, March 31. 


|sicians has entered the hassle be- 
tween the booking agents, mainly 
| members of the Chicago Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn., and Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. In a 
letter dated March 23, AFM prexy 
James C. Petrillo warned the book- 
ers that they should not pay any 
fees on AFM _ cardholders’ to 
AGVA, which, while not .directly 
named, revolves around the wel- 
fare fund, and that any member 
| working under an AFM contract 
jis only under the jurisdiction of 
ithe musicians’ union. About 90% 
lof the EMA ranks hold AFM 4i- 
censes. 
| Action, it is assumed, hag been 
|brought on by an AGVA Cin- 
jcinnati board fining two AFM- 
|claimed members $1,000 each for 
| playing a date for a Chicago book- 
ler listed as unfair by AGVA. 
| Union said Will Mahoney and Don 
Rice were members fined. How- 
|ever, Mahoney claimed he was an 
|AFM cardholder, although Ernie 
|Fast, AGVA midwest regional head, 
said Mahoney’had applied for an 
| AFM working permit after he had 
been fined. Petrillo, it is reported, 
has sent letters to both men’ tell- 
ing them under no circumstances 
to pay the fine, 


Milton Raynor, counsel for the 
Chicago Cafe Owners Assn., rebel 
group that led the fight against the 
welfare fund here, last week re- 
turned from New York where he 
|said that TROA board had gone 
/on record as stepping any AGVA 
| payments immediately. With Phil- 
adelphia, Las Vegas, Chicago and 
other cities refusing to pay «the 
bite, in addition to New York, it 
leaves only one large area, Los An- 
geles, left that is paying off. As 
yet there has been no concerted ac- 
tion one way or, another by Coast 
agents and operators. 

Chicago AGVA called a meeting 
last night (Mon.) of the remaining 
agents, mainly members of the 
large national offices, on prob- 
lems arising from the messed-up 
situation. 


‘DANCING WATERS’ SET 
FOR TEX. STATE FAIR 


Dallas, March 31. 

Harold Steinman’s “Dancing 
Waters,” now playing Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y., in a repeat, has 
been signed by the Dallas Ice 
Arena for the ’53 State Fair of 
Texas. The 20-minute aqua dis- 
play will have a huge tent location 
at the midway entrance. 

Steinman is importing two more 
units of the fountain show and will 
route them to fairs, theatres and 
outdoor shows. 


Sid Morse to Chi CAC 


a. Chicago, March 31. 
Sid Morse, formerly in charge 
of the act department of Mutiial 
Entertainment Agency, has taken 
over the Chicago office of CAC 
Attractions, which is affiliated with 
Consolidated Artists Corp., Mil- 
waukee. 
Morse has been replaced by Bob 
Vincent, former singer with the 
Al Trace band. 














i : thistori tion, 
The American Federation of Mu- | 2!storie sec 


Lena Horne to Open 
N.J. Riviera April 25, 


Lena Horne has been signed to | 
be the preem headliner at the) 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., April 25. 
The Szonys are also slated for this ; 
layout. Still to be signed are a 
comic and probably one other act. 
The Jersey spot last season was 
boniface Bill Miller’s sole enter- 
tainment enterprise. This year lie’s 
operating the Riviera, Miami 
Beach, which he reopened last Fri- 





day”(27) with Larry Steele’s Negro 
revue, and he’s also talent buyer 
for the Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, 
in which he now has an interest. 


Shriners, Diners 
Soar B.0. in NO. 


New Orleans,. March 31. 


With hundreds of fez-wearing 
Shriners here for southwest con- 
vocation and other out-of-towners 
in large numbers packing hotels 
for conventions, plus thousands of 
tourists who pour in each weekend, 
the cash registers of the French 
Quarter niteries and bistros have 
been singing a merry tune past 





where the jazz 
spots and strip joints are located, 
takes on a carnival atmosphere 
nightly after sundown. Crowds 
ankle from one place to another 
to gander the shows and get their 
fill of New Orleans’ two-beat 
rhythm. 


Principal spots have embeliished 
their shows, but those featuring 
Dixieland jazz are getting heaviest 
play. The visitors can’t seem to 
get enough of it. 

Operators have plenty reason to 
smile as this is the first time since 
the Sugar Bowl game and Mardi 
Gras that the spots have «played 
to hefty patronage. The boys are 
also looking forward to Spring 
Fiest, opening Easter Sunday (5) 
and running for three weeks, and 
the city’s gala celebration of the 
sesquicentennial of the Louisiana 
Purchase early in the fall. Both 
events are expected to attract plen- 
ty of visitors. 


Of the leading hotel supper 
clubs, the Blue Room of the Roose- 
velt continues to get heaviest play 
from both the localities and yokel- 
ites. 


Borscht Belt Can Serve 
Matzos Before April 1 
And Retain Liquor Status 


Albany, March 31, 


Many hotels in the N. Y. borscht 
belt will be aided by the passage 
of a bill permitting hotels to open 
March 27 without becoming ineli- 
gible for a summer liquor license. 
Until now, the inns or restaurants 
could not start operating before 
April 1 and qualify for the sum- 
mer schnapps permit. Now Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey’s signature on 
the Mintz Bill permits the spots to 
open March 27 without losing eli- 
gibility. 

Earlier date means that the inn- 
keepers can cash in on the Jewish 
Passover trade. However, the 
hotels may not serve liquor before 
April 1, when the summer license 
becomes operative. 

Bill was introduced by Assem- 
blyman Hyman E. Mintz (R.), who 
comes from Sullivan County, where 
a great number of the summer 
hotels are located: 


Reading on Super’s 1-Niter 
Sked; BG & Satchmo Ist 


Reading, March 31. 

Super Attractions, Inc., of Wash- | 
ington, D. C., has added this town 
to its list of one-nighters. Irvin 
Feld has booked the Benny Good- 
man orch and Louis Armstrong & 
All-Stars on the same bill for April | 
22 at the Rajah Theatre. 


Feld has named C. G. Keeney, | 
vet theatre manager and exhibitor, 
as his local rep. Keeney is back in | 
om 9g after four years of retire- 
ment, - 








scaled at $2.60 to $3.90, with two 
shows listed at 7 and 9:30 p. m. 





is a click. 


few weeks. The same goes for the 
top eateries. 
Bourbon St., main stem of the/ 





The house, which seats 2,093, is | hypnotist, closed there Sunday (29), 


Keeney said other booktngs will | ¢j 
be made by Feld if the first show Bermudiana 


\Balto Bonifaces Nix New Union Pact _ 


-{n Opposition to Fund, Act Status 





Cafes, Pix Suffer in SF. 
Rs Auto Show Pulls 1506 


San Francisco, March 31, 


San Francisco's first Auto Show 
in 12 years, whieh concluded a 
week's run at the Civic Auditorium 
Sunday: night (29), drew $150,000 
for the car display and the hour- 
long show headed by Phil Harris. 
In addition to Harris, the layout, 
which played twice daily, featured 
the Sportsmen, Nicholas Bros., 
Stuart Morgan Dancers, Margaret 
Brown and a 30-piece orch under 
direction of Walter Sharf. 


Baltimere, March 31. 


Following lead of nitery oper- 
ators in Chicago and Philadelphia 
Metropolitan Baltimore Licensed 
Beverage Assn., an affiliate of the 
Theatre. Restaurant Owners of 
America, decided after an all-night 
session last Thursday (26) against 
signing of new American Guild of 
aes Arcee contract. 

ax C, Cohen, operator of +) 
Bandbox and iieinan - the 
board for the local association. 
stated that objections stemmed 
from $2.50 weekly welfare fund 


| payment for each performer. Also 


under dispute is the question of 
change in performer status from 





High attendance at the Auto 
Show affected all of Frisco show 
biz, resulting in- lowering nitery 
and pic grosses. 


Cuba Cracks Down 
On U.S. Gamblers 


In Havana Casinos 


Havana, March 31. 
Latest attempt by the Cuban 





independent contractors to club 
employee. In addition, the local as. 


| sociation is peeved by AGVA’s a}. 


|leged belligerence and refusal to 
arbitrate with individual associa. 
tions. Cohen, as spokesman for the 
local group, threatened congres. 
sional investigation of AGVA's 
status. AGVA boycott began Sun- 
day night (29). 

Majority of approximately 150 
AGVA members in Baltimore are 
strippers or “exotic” dancers. Gals 
are mostly local talent who have 
domestic ties in town. Cohen estj- 


(Continued on page 86) 











“The Answer to 





government to crack down on ille- 


curred Saturday (28) 
gaming room of the Sans Souci | 
nitery was shuttered and eight | 
Americans employed in the room | 
were detained by the Military In- | 
telligence Service and the National | 
Police.. Move was the start of a) 
drive to weed. out foreigners in| 
this city suspected of fleecing 
tourists at the gambling tables. The | 
problem has been a sore spot with | 
the government for some time. | 


The undesirable foreign element 
roundup is expected to take in a| 
number of shady imports from the | 
U. S., currently active jn gambling | 
setups here. In addition to the | 
Sans Souci, Americans are con- 
nected with the Montmartre Club, 
the Tropicana Club, and the Jockey 
Club at the Oriental Park race- 
track, 


Move to do away with the com- 
pletely one-sided games (favoring 
the house) stemmed, primarily, 
from the rash of beefs registered 
by American tourists. Especially 
under fire is the “razzle”’ game, 
which is almost 100% in favor of 
the operator and which has been 
responsible for some of the major 
losses. suffered by American visi- 
tors. Previous attempts. to clean 
up the town have failed. A few 
weeks ago Martial Facio resigned: 
as head of the Cuban Tourist In- 
stitute as the result of a dispute 
over his alieged attempt.to name 
a gambling commissioner to con- 
trol nitery gambling. Orcncio No- 
darse Zayas succeeded him, 


CT. DENIES GALE PLEA 
VS. FUQUA INK SPOTS 


N. Y. Supreme Court last week 
denied a plea to stop Charles 
Fuqua and Universal Attractions, 
Inc., from offering an act te be 
labeled the Ink Spots. Gale Agen- 
cy asked the court to enjoin Fuqua 
and Universal, claiming that dure 
ing the partnership between Fuqua 
and Bill Kenny in the Ink Spots, 
duo signed a representation deal 
with Gale. Upon breakup of part- 
nership Fuqua went to Universal 
and formed another quartet under] 
the Ink Spots tag. Kenny remained 
with Gale. 


Issue will now go to trial for fi 
adjudication. ss 


Cornell, Zabach to Troy 
Troy, March 31, 

Don Cornell will open a five-day 
engagemem at the Crystal Lounge 
here April 14. Singer's only pre- 
vious solo in this area was at the 
former 400 Casino in Albany, <n 
the fall of 1950. ‘ 

Florian Zabach will return to 
the Crystal April 8, for his third 
date in four months. Arthur Ellen, 











Milbourne Christopher, mazgi- 
an, to start a week's stand at the 
Theatre, Hamilton, 


gal gambling operations here oc- | ~—Variety, Dec. 17, 1952 
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NEW TALENT" 


THE CABOTS 


Exciting Dance Trio 


PATRICIA BRIGHT 


Satirist 


JIM HAWTHORNE 


Romantie Tener 


JEANNE MOODY 
Song Stylist 
Just Concluded 14-Week Engagement 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 
Thanks Nick and Arnold, Georgie Hale 
Booked by 
HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 


152 W. S4th St. 600 Lincoln Rd. 
New York Miami Beach 
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ROBERTS 


urrently 2d Week 
RADISSON HOTEL 
Minneapolis. = . 
ing April 14 
Corton ROOM, N.Y.C. 





4th WEEK 
PERSIAN ROOM 
Plaza Hotel, N. Y. 


Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BA2 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-448, 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS | 
* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 





Prize: Professional Engagement 
Ouplicate Prizes Awarded to the Case ot fie 


DEMONSTRATORS 
MEN AND WOMEN 


Advertised household products. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Salary an" 
Commission. Local and travel. C2!! 
or write RAD, 306 W. 117th Stree 
N. Y. C. RI 9-8040. 





Bermuda, June 15, 
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atthe PARK AVENUE!" 


“She’s Lithe and Lovely ... Born in 
New Orleans . .. Thrushed in the 
hinky-dinks there ... Choo-choo’d te 
the Big Apple .. . Canaried with Duke’s 
band , . . Decided to single . . . Set out 
for Europe ... British cats pronounced 
her Veddy-Veddy ... At London’s Em- 
press club... The Town’s swankiest... 
Hit Paris like Sugar Ray... Back to 
the States ... Studied voice . . . Joined 
after-the-show songfests with the musi- 
cal comedy kids . . . So this is it!... 
Her card is Dolores Parker ... *BIG 
HIT at the Park Avenue...” 
WALTER WINCHELL. 


“Dolores Parker is an exceedingly at- 
tractive singer who has been around on 
various bandstands . . . She has styling 
and emerges with her own vocal iden- 
tity ... Miss Parker toys engagingly 
with melody. She takes standards and 
converts them to her own liking. The 
results are good. Singer makes an ex- 
cellent appearance.” Jose. 


VARIETY 


“Miss Parker has impeccable taste and e 
beautifully clear diction, both rare in 
modern singers, and she has a smooth 
and melodic original style. She has a 
sound background with the Ellington 
and Hines orchestras but in her new 
role“of a soloist she shows a bright and 
warm personality ... a favorite in the 
intimate cafes.” 

: ROBERT SYLVESTER 

New York Daily News 


“Her name is Dolores Parker ... she 
packs a terrific punch.” 

GENE KNIGHT 

New York Journal American 


“WOO WOO OF THE WEEK: Dolores 
Parker, who warbles at the Park Avr- 
nue Restaurant.” 

: LEE MORTIMER 

ee = Se New York Daily Mirror 











Accompanied by SAMMY BENSKIN 


Just Concluded —8-Sensational Weeks ® Watch for TV Date May 10th 


Ed Sullivan 
Park Avenue Restaurant . ¢ “TOAST OF THE TOWN” 


New York o- CBS-TV 
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Post-Holy Week, Degree of AFM Co-op 
Seen as Test of TROA-AGVA Strength 





The war. between the Americane-— 


Raed 


Guild of Variety Artists ana 
tre Restaurant Owners of Amy 
increased in~ intensity ver 
weekend. The union startéd 


strategy with rapier-like thrusts] ~ 


meant to probe TROA defenses 
and the boniface organization 
countered with bludgeon-like blows. 


Original AGVA moves were 
made in Philadelphia and Balti- 
more, where talent was pulled 
from three spots. TROA countered 
by heaving entertainment out of, 
more than 50 clubs. AGVA stated 
that operators of most of the spots 
were happy to be relieved of shows 
during Holy Week. Real test will 
come if the bonifaces maintain the 
no-show policy when biz gets bet- | 
ter. 

Another factor that is going to 
determine AGVA strategy is the 
degree of cooperation the union 
gets from the American Federation 
of Musicians. AGVA will charge 
that musical acts are being used as | 
one means of helping lock AGVA | 
people out of the bistros. They're 
waiting to see whether this will be | 
the overall plan adopted by re- | 
calcitrant owners before’ making a 
heavy pitch to AFM -prexy James | 
C. Petrillo. (See separate story 

(Continued on -page 86) 
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Currently } 
OASIS CLUS 
Muncie, Indiana 
aprit 13 
TRITON HOTEL 


Rochester, WN. Y. 
Management 


Personal 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO | 
AL 4-1077 | 
P For Night Clubs — Mercury Artists 
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THE CHORDS 
instrumentalists without tnstruments 
Dir.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
‘Club Date Bookings by 


HARRY GREBEN WA 
203M. Wabash Ave, | i600 Bway 
Chleage, fli. New York 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


First 13 ‘ales $9 ssves 
A 1 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginni Ski i 


with Me. 1—Ne 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIE book. bien 
@ MINSTREL super. rei: "$25 +4 
° sue soak KS., gett, Dk -$25 + 
) 
HOW TO Mi THe CER SNies 
IANT CLASSIFIED ENC 
oF GAGS, a were over «thousand 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. S4th St.. New York 19 
Circle 7-1130 men? 











Latest Comedy Material 
for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, ete. Send tor our 

latest price list ef great 

ORIGINAL gagfiles. mono- || 

logs, dialogs, odies, 

skits, ete. Written by show Ef} 

biz top gagmen. Or send p 

$10 for $50 worth of above. || 

Money back if net satisfied. 9) 

LANGHS UNLIMITED j 

106 W. 45 St., N. Y.. N.Y. JU 2-0373 
























| with the law. 
‘tional upon shuttering of the sec- 


Mpls. Revokes License 
~. Of Gawron’s Funhouse 
Minneapolis, March 31. 


After John Gawron had pleaded 
guilty in Federal court to charges 
that he participated in’ a prostitu- 
tion ring which specialized in ship- 


'ping ‘young girls to Chicago to 


work in a swanky callhouse there 
and after a-.U. S. tax lien had 
named him as a co-propriétor with 
his brother, Frank, of the Fun- 
house nitery, headquarters for the 
ring, the city council rescinded its 
action in granting the spot a re- 
newal of its liquor and other 
licenses, 

The renewal had been granted 


|after Frank Gawron testified be- 


fore the aldermen that his brother 
had been only an employee and 
was discharged after his run-in 
It also was condi- 


ond floor where the “fun” devices 
included one, common to amuse- 


ment parks, that blows up skirts 
as women patrons walk across it. 


Oregon's Jigger 
Jag Preems May 4 


Portland, Ore., March 31. 
Oregon became a liquor-by-the- 





Word-of-Mouth Builds 
Borge to 206 in Mont’! 


Montreal, March 31. 

Victor Borge’s one-man show’ at 
Her Majesty's last week wound up 
at a near $20,000 with 1,726-seater 
scaled te $3.38. 

Borge’s click in Montreal was 
due almost entirely to word-of- 
mouth. Despite good reviews in 
both English and French press, 
Borge was an unknown as far as 
localites were concerned and the 
idea of watching a single for two 
and a half hours failed to convince 
theatre-goers, judging from the 
poor advance sale and the thin 
| opening night attendance. 

However, with show talked up 
| around town, Borge built to capae- 
| ity. from Wednesday night on. 





Jack Arthur, in charge of enter-|crowds plenty of 


| tainment at the Canadian Nation- 
al Exhibition, who has inked Borge 
ito a two-week contract for the 
|CNE this August, came down with 
| fian crix from Toronto to catch the 
| show, . 

| Unde’. 6 ° ? 
'Heidt’s ‘American Way 
Troupe in N.Y. Showcase 


Pre-U.S. and Global Tour 


Horace Heidt and his 60-mem- 
ber musical-variety troupe start a 
10-week cross-country tour of one- 
nighters at Hartford, Conn., Easter 
Sunday (5). The junket will wind 
up June 15 at Richmond, Cal., so 
that the group can catch its breat 
before planing on a Government- 
approved world tour. , 
| The show Heidt is presenting, 
| titled “The American Way,” had its 
|New York preem last Wednesday 











Agencies Retrench Despite Good 
Biz in Act Dept.; TV Causes Dip 





‘Palm Sunday Rain Offs 


Atlantic City, March 31. 

Overcast skies which later 
brought light rain put a damper 
on Palm Sunday crowds. Resort 
hopes for better luck Edster Sun- 
day, when crowds are supposed to 
give an inkling of the kind of sea- 
son in store. 





Preparations are being com- 


pleted to give the Easter Sunday 
entertainment. 
Hotels and niteries will offer spe- 
cial Easter Saturday night bar- 
gains and Steel Pier is opening for 
two days featuring Vaughn Mon- 
roe and his organization in the 
Marine Ballroom. In the pier’s 
principal theatre, Four Aces will 
top a vaude bill consisting of the 
Candy Carnival -winners, Alan 
Carney, Mage & Karr, and Benny 
Meroff & Co. Pier also will offer 
two feature films. 


The Jewish Passover holiday 
which started on Monday (30) 
helped fill many of the oceanfront 








hotels. 





Rios Night & Day 


o| 


Prowl for Names 


Jimmy Schure has been assigned 


drink state at noon last Thursday | (25) at Carnegie Hall, and essen-|the exclusive booking of the Night 
(26). when Gov. Paul L. Patterson | tially will be the one—deleting | & Day club, Rio de Janeiro. Acts 
put his signature on the bill, The | stateside localisms—that will be| playing that spot will double into 


liquor controi commission 


| nounced that it would be May 4 be- | foreign 


civilian 


an- | taken abroad for military base and | Rio radio and television stations. 
consumption. | Recent jegislation will enable acts 


fore the across-the-bar sale will [Group is scheduled to start the in-|to take U. S. dollars out of that 


to get the machinery in operation 
and to license the state’s 600 to 
700 dispensers. 

Change of the state’s Wagner act 
had been on the ballot for a num- 
ber of years and always met with 
defeat. ‘Last year, however, hotels, 
restaurants and nitery owners got 
behind the change and Oregonians 
voted fhe change last November. 
Seve-al big hassles took place at 
the state capitol in framing the 
bill. The Independent Night Club 
Operators appointed Ace nitery 
owner George Amato to represent 
them on capitol hill and he did a 
bang-up job. At present liquor is 
purchased by the bottle in state 
liquor stores. 





'M&L to Play Bway Par 


At 506 Plus; Copa Date? 


Hollywood, March 31. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis have 
been signed for the Paramount 
Theatre, N. Y., for two weeks start- 
ing Aug. 26. Duo will be getting 
$50,000 weekly against a 70-30 split 
of the gate. Date will be played 
immediately after their return 
from Europe, for which they em- 
bark June 3. 

While in New York, the team 
will probably be asked to play a 
stand at a later time at the Copa- 
cabana. They were originally slated 
for the Gotham cafe some time ago, 
but elected to pay off the face 
value of the contract. plus $10,000 
advance that they obtained from 
the nitery. The $34,000 check, rep- 
resenting the debt and four weeks 
at $6,000, is still being held by 
boniface’ Jules Podell, uncashed. 
An attempt will be made to get 
them to honor the regional commit- 
ment, : 


Dallas Doubler 

Dallas, March 31. 
Joe Bonds, Sky Club owner, 
heads a corporation taking over 
the shuttered Studio Lounge. In- 
timery, after renovation, opers 
April 15 as the Blue Lady, with 

acts but no customer dancing. 
Grind policy is skedded with 
talent rotating between Bonds’ two 





} spots. 








ARE YOU WORTH $1,000.00 PER? 


Is your unusual talent paying off less than you're worth? 
Whether the fault lies in: unsystematic publicity; un-dynamic routines; or, - 
hit-and-miss connections — get your remedy NOW. 
ONE-OFFICE, COMBINED MGT. OF THE UNIQUELY TALENTED PERFORMER ONLY. 


Act Before Age 


Acts fer You! F 


Box V-11220. VARIETY, 154 WEST 46th St. NEW YORK 36. N. Y. 


the major U. S. bases abroad. 


| footing the bill. 

The New York program was a 
fast-moving, colorful variety bill, 
| with gal-dance production numbers 
| and acts including accordionist Lou 
Prohut, trampoliner Olie Brien, 
fireeater-bicycle - trickster Wally 
Blair, pianist Conley Graves, the 
teeterboarding Hildens and singer 
Ralph Sigwald. 

Dick Kerr, a clever comedy 
mimic on leave from the Air Force, 
wowed the aud with his song take- 
offs an several pop singers, with 
the stopper a satirical howler on 
Johnnie Ray. Kerr edges into his 
routine by assuming a naive pose 
and semi-literate falsetto voice. The 
solid takeoffs come as a surprise. 
Another standout was Betty Cole, 
a brunet warbler from Texas, who 
conceals a mike in the cleavage of 
her strapless dress. Circus motif 
ties up the second act neatly. 

The pitch overseas will empha- 
size the rags-tofame leaps of 
Heidt’s youthful finds, prime ex- 
ample being Sigwald, three years 
ago a janitor: The talk will be 
translated in progress before for- 
eign audiences. Opening number, 
of gals in red-and-white-and-blue 
tights singing and legging “The 
American Way” while waving UN 
flags, will have to be changed for 
foreign civilian consumption. The 
GIs will like the girls, but for- 
eigners might get the wrong im- 
pression of what constitutes life in 
the U. S. A. 


MPLS? SEARS-ROEBUCK 
FOR BRISSON STAND 


, *. Minneapolis, March 31. 
New gimmick locally for a sup- 

per club is an advance mail and 

phone order sale for an attraction 

by the Hotel Radisson Flame 
oom. 


Two weeks in advance of the en- 
gagement of a loeal cafe society 
favorite, Carl Brisson, hotel start- 
‘ed running daily newspaper ads, 
| announcing the by mail and phone 
| approach, 

' Brisson plays the spot April 9-29 
in an annual stand. ~ 








| Gobel’s Chi 8-Weeker 
Los Angeles, March 31. 


Comedian George Gobel has 
| been booked into the Empire Room 





;of the Palmer. House, Chicago, 
| feket July 30 on an eight-week 


ticket with two four-week options. 


+ Gobel -is currently . playing the 
| Statler Hotel here ai $1,000, 





| 


istart. It will take this much time | ternational tour July 15, hitting | country. 
'Lucky Strike, Heidt’s sponsor, is | 


Schure is now negotiating for 
some top names including Lena 
‘Horne. Operator of the nitery is 
Francisco M. Serradora. 


Relaxation of Brazilian ban on 
exporting the Yanqui  dolliaire 
doesn’t mean a return to the pre- 
war days when Brazil bought as 
many acts as possible at salaries 
that far eclipsed those prevailing 
in the U. S. at the time. The per- 
formers were bought by the gam- 
ing casinos, which have been long 
outlawed in that country. 


Jas. Hart’s 20th Century 
Bally for 18th C. Room 


Chicago, March 31. 


The opening of the Beau Nash 
Room in the Ambassador East 
Hotel here last weekend was one 
of the most elaborate press and 
social functions the Windy City 
has seen in recent years. Jimmy 
Hart, president of the inn, and 
Frank Bering, chairman of the 
board, hosted over 250 people. who 
flocked in from all over the coun- 
try to help hoopla the debut of the 
elaborate men’s grill. In addition, 
Mayor Alleyne W. S. Berry, mayor 
of Bath, England, and his spouse, 
were flown in to help lend an au- 
thentic touch. 


Arthur Godfrey, as Beau Nash, 
led the list of celebs who included 
John- Cameron Swayze, Mac 
Kreindler of New York's 21 Club, 
C. R. Smith, American Airiines 
prexy, and Jinx-Falkenburg, in ad- 
dition to the localites. 


After the press opening Friday 
(28), which drew more than 200, 
the highlight of the three-day 
junket was the reprise of the 18th 
century luncheon according to 
English authorities. About 25 men 
replete with ‘knee britches and 
powdered wigs sat down to dine 
on such mundane items (then) as 
baked grouse in clay, roast Corn- 
ish Game hen, roast partridge, 
roast venison, stewed oysters 
with buttered whiting and port 
plum pudding with wine sauce. 
Potables were ale and stout. For 
a crowning touch a pigeon pot pie 
was’. brought in, which when 
opened, six white pigeons were re- 
released and the entire assemblage 
took to the nets to catch the birds. 





Most of the feathered friends 


nestled in the wigs of the gentle- 
men, . 

Later that night, after the men 
had recovered from the afternoon 
sports, a black tie affair ended the 
celebration. Life covered the event, 





whieh has been estimated to have 
cost the hosts more than $15,000. 


A.C; Prep Easter Bills 


* The annual economy kick | 
big agencies has come earlier oe 
| usual this year. Majors are again 
looking for ways and means of 
tightening the flow of coin out of 
the office and have already told 
personnel to go easy in okaying 
ie ar ww 
e st result was ma Vie 
dent at Music Corp. of hl 
last week with the resignation of 
Harry Diner, of the cafe depart. 
ment. He’s not being replaced and 
spots that ‘he covered will be dis- 
tributed among the others in the 
nitery division. He had a com. 
paratively short run at that office 
having recently come down from 
Boston, where he was in charge. - 
However, the unusual part of the 
current economy binge lies in the 
fact that the personal appearance 
field is more than holding its own 
The act departments are doing ex. 
cellent business. It’s probably the 
most active on the entire roster 
despite the fact that it’s not the 
most lucrative. The agencies are 
booking far in advance even 
though, in many cases, they’re do- 
ing so against their better judg- 
ment. However, they’re forced to 
operate that way because of boni- 
fate pressure in attempting to in- 
sure a supply of good talent. 
Also, the overall income from 


the act division is topping those 
of last season in most cases. Reason 
lies in the click of an unprecedent- 
ed number of record names. The 
fast turnover in name values is 
(Continued on page 86) 
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ROLLINS 


Now Playing 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Apr. 4 to Apr. 12 

















Thanks to WILLIAM SHILLING 
165 West 46th Street 
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ATLANTA BILTMORE HOTEL 
Atlanta, Georgia 








Byron and Margaret Ann 


TALBOT 


Currently 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


New Orleans, La. 


Thanks TOM MARTIN 
G.A.C. 











——ooo 
FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 








Curréntly 
LE LIDO, PARIS 


American Rep.:: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
it's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 
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» “The chestiest, loveliest, most 
talented young new singer in a 
long time—certain star material 
for Hollywood and TV—Dolores 
Hawkins.” 

EARL WILSON, 


New York Post. 
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RECORD RELEASE 


“SCRAP OF PAPER” 


“PVE GOT A LETTER” 
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Bill Green’s Still Pushing | Saranac Lake 


(0 Unit's 6-Wk. 


Record in Vegas 


Latin Quarter shows are set to 


at the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, 
where it is now in an, engagement 
that will last six weeks. This is 
the longest time that any unit has 
been allotted in that cafe. Fol- 
lowing the Vegas run, unit moves 
tu New York, where it will open 
around the end of May. 

Current LQ show will open at 
the Casino de Paris of Tahoe Vil- 
lage, Lake Tahoe, Nev., in June and 
will run there until Labor Day. 
Lou Walters, who operates both 


‘Philly Cafemen Grapple 


have lengthy routings. Layout that Greater Philadelphia held a meet- 
recently closed at the Miami Beach ing at Lulu Temple here yesterday 
edition of the club has been booked | (Monday) 


| men ‘ 2 
| American Guild of Variety Artists’ 


With Union Performers 
On Return to 2 Spots 


Philadelphia, March 1. 
The Club Owners Assn. of 


in an atmosphere as 
quiet as magnified bedlam. Cafe- 
attempted to explain to 


|'members what was going on. Or- 
| ganization, ah affiliate of the The- 
atre Restaurant Owners Assn., had 
invited acts to return to the Rath- 
skeller and the Celebrity Club, 
from which AGVA pulled its 
shows on the ground that these 
spots had inadequate bond. 

Dick Jones, AGVA eastern re- 
gional director, and Joe Campo, 








Night Club Reviews 


——_mmee Continued from page 31 = 





In Pitt as Expiration Nears 


Pittsburgh, March 31. 





Bill Green’s, which will expire | Latin Quarter, Boston | of 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N.Y., March 31. 


Charles (Chick) Lewis, ex ; 
the V:C. Will Rogers Hospitst 


any day now as a nitery, is operat) 5 oo1s on strength of one disclick, |" from Gotham for the quarter|y 


son a week-to-week basis and | ¢ ” : | inspection tour with 
ing : |“Hello Sunshine,” Latin Quarter | <taff here. He 


plans to bring in as many names | boniface “Rocky” Palladino has at- 


the hospit: 
extended the weust 


as,time permits. First of the spring | tempted a repeat with the Gay- | homespun greetings to the pa. 


parade is Dolores Hawkins, who | lords, but indications are that ex- 
comes in Saturday (4) for nine | periment will not pay off this time. | 
days following her engagement at | Although the boys are currently | 
the Copa in New York with Danny riding the Mercury disk, “Tell Me 
Thomas. You’re Mine,” which has done. well | 

Green’s can’t book too far ahead | hereabouts, it’s definitely on the) 
since it’s skedded to come down at | wane and new etchings have so far 
a moment’s notice to make way failed to make any appreciable 
for a big shopping centre. At first impression. 
it was figured that tomorrow; Main deficiency apparently | 
(Wed.) would be the deadline, but stems from fact that group, con-| 
construction of centre hase been | sisting of three boys, one doubling | 
slowed, allowing for some grace. on piano and another bass, re- 
In the new building going up, | cently lost one of its members and 
Green has been ticketed for a bar-| Buddy Greco, a solid performer, 








AGVA national board member, | 
|both took the floor to denounce 
the action of the operators. 
Harangue continued on both sides 
when questions were flung at both 
club owners and the AGVA reps. 
| Meeting had no immediate result 
jin getting performers back to the 


keeping the percenters hopping. In | pulled spots. 
addition, the strawhat season is George A. Hamid, Sr., of the 
now being plotted and the agen- Hamid agency, and operator oi the 
cies are busy preparing lists and | Steel Pier, Atlanfic City, together 
packages. {with TROA executive secretary, 
The reason for the economy kick | Dave Fox, pleaded for the right of 
lies in the summer diminuendo ‘n/the operator to sit down and ne- 
mechanical media. All the agen-j|gotiate with the union, instead 
cies’ N. Y. operations are oriented | what they described as the present 
to video now, and if sponsors fail| method of drawing up a set of | 
to spend heavy coin on summer | terms and presenting them to the 
replacements, a major share of | cafemen on threat of a walkout. 
business goes down the drain. Even; Jones reminded the meeting 
if the office comes through with a|that the operators promised the 
lot of film replacements, the in- | union that they could guarantee 
come isn't as heavy since the sta- | $500,000 to the welfare fund and 
tions aren't going to invest in the |then dared the ops to post, $100,- 
choice, expensive celluloid when | 000 against the promised payment, | 
video viewing diminishes. jand open negotiations thereafter. | 
|Ops countered that this propo- | 
|sition was tantamount to “pur- 
‘chasing negotiations.” 


Philly Cafes || 


Continued from page 82 


| bers had pledged if show were 

| yanked at one -spot all would drop 

| entertainers. 

| | Spots refusing fo let performers | 

- take the floor Saturday night were | 

4 ae Barton Show Bar, Black Cat, Cata- 
é lina Show Bar, Carroll's, Celebrity 


2 Room, Cabana, Cumberland, Ha- 
DONALD RICHARDS | waits cottace, Kay Kariton Room, | 


waiian Cottage, Kay Karlton Room, 
Star of 
“THERE’S MUSIC IN THE AIR” 


|Knotty Bar, Pacey’s, Rendezvous, | 
FRIDAYS, CBS RADIO 


|Powelton Cafe, Lou's Moravian, | 
Murray's Inn, Rathskeller, Lynne- 
NETWORK, 9-10 P.M., EST 
Personal Mgt. DAVID L. SHAPIRO 


wood Bar, Boulevard, Gay Time, 
AL 4-1077 


Latin Quarters, will again run the 
dining room of the Tahoe spot. 








| Agencies Retrench 


Continued from page 4 = 






























































Golden Bar, Club Chateau, Little 
Spot, Star Dust and Ciro’s. 
Substitutions 
Prevalence of musical acts in 
show spots left many places undis- 
turbed and musicians were hastily 
substituted where shows were 
|dropped. Unusual feature of cafe 
action was membership’s vote to 
| permit Latin Casino, town’s largest 
| nitery, to continue floor policy be- 
sis PLUS —Five (5) — of costly contractual obliga- 
INAL MIMIC ROUTI ae 
fe ROUTINES Latin Casino is currently playing 
ONLY $1.00 POSTPAID Billy Daniels and has riame acts 


Wines PUBLICATIONS ages are late in spring. Excep- 
Dept. V—267 $. 10th $1., 7, Pa. tion of Latin, however, was given 


as reason by several member clubs 
for their own failure to cancel 
shows. 

Two-column ad in Monday morn- 
ing Inquirer, headed, “Attention! 
All AGVA Members,” was call to a 
mass meeting at Lulu Temple Mon- 
day afternoon. Ad was placed by 
cafe groups to permit nitery own- 
ers to explain their position to acts. 

Principal cause of contention 
here is union's minimum basic 
agreement with its demands for the 
welfare and insurance fund, along 
with a change of the present oper- 
ator-artist relationship to that of 
employer-employee status. Nitery 
men here believe latter switch 
would make them liable for social: 
security, city wage tax, unemploy- 
ment tariffs and other levies. 

Carrying fight to newspapers 
and announcement of loss of shows 
have had deleterious effect on biz, 
with cafes already suffering from 
Lenten layoff. Cafe owners swung 
into line to show solidarity, but 
public read news as “no shows” 
and absence on Friday and Satur- 
day nights was reflected in tills. 

















YOU CAN “IMITATE" 
ANY STAR! 


Read "GET INTO THE ACT!" 
Complete with 33 “Show-How” Photes 














BLACK 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new fn 
Glamor Conleay 
GERSER-WeEISS 
AGENCY 
1697 Broadway,N.Y. 








Club Dates 
NAT DUNN 


JACK DENTON 


GREATEST COMEDIAN 
{APRIL FOOL) 
C/O IRVING CHARNOFF 
1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 























BRITISH COLONIAL HOTEL 
NASSAU 


lounge restaurant but no nitery. 


Follow the Girls’ 
Legiter to Get Slicing 
For Flamingo, Vegas 


Chicago, March 31. 





Tab edition of “Follow the Girls” | i; poorly handled and incongruous, | or a getwell card to any of the 


will hit the bistro circuits June 11 
at the Flamingo, Las Vegas. Willie 
Shore will take over the role of the 
male comic and Sammy Lewis, pro- 


| who replaced, has not as yet hit 

upon formula to click with nitery | 
patrons. 
gives the group a lift. Spotlighted | 
sans Greco, the Gaylords vocalize | 
a variety songs, none of which | 
is outstanding enough to warrant | 
solid reaction with the exception | 
of their trademark platter. 
| tion of Victor Borge’s “phonetic 


‘ punctuation” bit by one of group 





| resulting in mild customer reac- | 


| tion. ; 
Greco, although a youngster, has | 
been around for some time and his } 


| tients that packed a mess of tonic 


for the ailing gang. 

Kenneth Wadleigh, former " 
er of Wadleigh Theatre Suppiy 
Co., Concord, N.H., a new arrival 
here and received his first top 
clinic. 

The Jchn Van Burens in from 
N.Y. for a surprise visit with their 
son, Ray (IATSE) Van Buren, yj) 
is skedded for major surgery. A 
family banquet celebrating his 
birthday was held at Don’s Melody 


| Lounge -and emceed by our own 


Eddie Vogt. 
. Morris Dworski, research spe. 
cialist at the V.C. hospital, has 


However, his presence | 2dded Forrest (Slim) Glenn to his 


laboratory as an assistant, while 
Dr. Homer McCreary is assisted by 
Eddie Vogt in our X-ray lab. — 

Birthday greetings are in order 
for Frank Walters and Peggy 


Inser- | McCa rthy. 


This would be a very nice holi- 
day gesture, a letter of good cheer 


following patients who are strictly 
in bed: Murray (& Burns) Kissen, 
Frank Walters, Oscar Price, John- 
ny Lake, and Al Brandt. 





ducer of the capsule, is seeking} .5j9 songology, including his w.k.| Write to those who are ill. 

either Janis Paige or Rose Marie | «t's a Sin to Tell a Lie.” scores 

for the femme lead. | | nicely with ringsiders. At show 
Original show, with Gertrude! caught however, guy bypassed 88- 

Niesen as the lead, opened on | ing except for closer, “I'm Through 

Broadway in May, 1944, and ran for | With Love,” a defection that could 


more than two years there and on be corrected for better results 





Artist and Writers Restaurant, 
Inc., chartered to conduct business 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. Irving Fox, 
N.Y., is a director and filing at- 








the road. 
1 


Post Holy Week 


Continued from page 34 jee 

















from Chicago on Petrillo’s letter 
to bookers.) 

In Baltimore, most of the cafes 
that dropped AGVA shows were 
the occupants of “strip row,” 
where peeler-parlors abound. In 
this respect, TROA has promised 
that the Cafe Owners of_Chicago, 
an organization having a working 
arrangement but no actual affilia- 
tion with TROA, will tome to the 
aid of the Balto bistros by sending 
out strippers from the Windy City. 


There’s been one change in 
TROA strategy so far. Originally 
the cafemen intended to post a no- 
tice in all TROA-member cafes 
stating that the spot would no 
longer recognize AGVA as the bar- 
gaining agent for the performers. 
So far this hasn’t been done. In- 
stead, the cafemen have posted in 
all bulletin boards a plea to per- 
formers to urge AGVA to sit down 
and negotiate with the owners on 
the question of the welfare fund. 

The only known police action as 


with creating: a disturbance. 


was jugged for three hours and 
released on bail Monday (30). 


Balto Bonifaces 


aus continued from page 32 = 


mated that 80% have expressed 
willingness to continue’ without 
AGVA contracts. If new contract 
is negotiated, it is understood that 
these girls will be reinstated as 
members in good standing. Musical 
acts or non-union talent will re- 
place AGVA members who hold 
on to their cards. 


‘Block’ of Granite 


“The Block,” Baltimore’s famed 
city block of strictly femme show 
spots, is untouched by union dis- 
pute. Girls working there are vir- 
tually all non-union talent with 
many doubling as waitresses and 
barmaids. 

Sole spot still playing AGVA 
acts is the Chanticleer. Owner, 
Curly Miller, expects to replace 
present burley type show with 
headliners early next month and 
will play strictly AGVA talent. 

Ban on AGVA entertainers fig- 
ures to have little effect on -this 
TV-mesmerized town, Business has 
been way off from recent years 
lately but publicity dispute is get- 
ting in local dailies and could pos- 
sibly help sagging returns. 


Marilyn Maxwell has signed 
William Loeb as her personal man- 
ager. William Morris Agency will 





















| Joining the group for windup, 
|Greco inserts needed showman- 
ship, pacing boys through “Ain't 
|She Pretty,” “That’s My Desire” 
{and “Lonesome Road,” the latter 
| accompanied by rhythmical hand- 
| Clapping of audience. 

| Bill opens with the Sanfords, a 
nifty terp duo starting with a snap- 
py offering. Team showcases grace- 
|ful terping highlighted by male 
| partner holding femme overhead 
| while executing twists. 

| Bob Conrad Dancers continue 
| with basically same productions 
'numbers they’ve been doing for 
| about a month, although currently 
| tightened for slicker results. Char- 
llie Wolke crew showbacks neatly 
|and splits customer terping with 


‘Zarde Bros. group. Elie. 


El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, March 25. 


| Guy Lombardo Orch (14), with 
| Carmen, Liebert and Victor Lom- 





torney. 














TERRI STEVENS 


“Received a many compliments on the ar- 
tistry and excelfent performances of Miss Terri 
Stevens while playing our Raleigh Room. Looking 
forward te a return engagement.”’". . . Erwin H. 
Sehlicht, Raleigh Reom, Warwick Hotel, New 


bardo, Kenny Gardner, Kenny Mar- | York. 


| tin, Bill Flannigan, Cliff Grass, 
|Lombardo Trio, Twin Pianos; 
| Johnny O’Brien, Evans Family 
| (4); no cover or minimum. 





Booking name bands for head- | 
'lining Vegas niteries is rare, and | 
a result of the AGVA-TROA tiff | occasionally doesn’t pay off as well 
came in Baltimore, whére Vince | as usual procedure of slotting name 
Iannone, accompanied by Jack So- 
mers, both AGVA organizers, was 
forcibly ejected from the Club 
Ambassador Sunday (29), charged 
He 


ata. In the case of Guy Lombardo 
aid“ “revue,” however, biz will 
inundate maitre d’Albert for the 
two frames with ropes likely to be 
strung across the door. Lombardo 
has a terrif appeal to all manner 
and variety of visiting firemen and 
firewqmen. 

Suave and smooth, maestro Guy 
downbeats his tootlers in the w.k. 
saccharine tunes he has _ trade- 
marked for many years, Audiences 
lap up everything. Unusually long 
period of band numbers kicks off 
procedings, introing collection of 
vocalists and _instrumentaiists. 
Chief warbler is Kenny Gard- 
ner, who handles ballads and 
novelties neatly. Also parading the 
pipes. are Henny Martin, Cliff 
Grass, Lombardo Trio centered by 
Carmen Lombardo. Instrumentally, 
Twin Pianos stroke “Humoresque,” 
and Bill Flannigan doubles from 
vocalistics to picking out “Third 
Man Theme” on guitar. Good pre- 
cision work is noted from all sec- 
tions. Lombardo has his crew well 
disciplined. 

Johnny O’Brien hits for healthy 
yocks from start to finish, trotting 
out cornball humor, gimmicking a 
phrase, “It’s possible,” for clinch- 
ers. Harmonica blowing takes 
second place to his humor, but he 
also registers okay in this depart- 
ment, reeding “Four Leaf Clover,” 
combined “Poet & Peasant” and 
movement from “Orpheus.” Closes 
layout in fine fashion before Lom- 
bardo segues into medley set for 
dansapators. 

Evans Farnily toss the nostalgia 
gong around with hoofing exer- 
cises by brother and sister, then 
step aside for contrasting steps by 
mother and father. Melissa Evans 
has chief turn with her fan kicks 
and on-the-floor contortions before 
wo family returns for hoofing 

, . i a 





continue to book the actress-singer. | bowo 


Currently in Philadeiphia 


STAR MANAGEMENT 
846 7th Ave. New York BAside 4-0910 
nam ce enter nn 














Sensational Singing Duo 
CASS MONICA 


FRANKLIN and LANE 


Currently 


CHEZ PAREE, cnicaco 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL, ¥. ©. 


Opening 
LATIN QUARTER, wn. y. 
May 15 
Pers. Mgt.: Antre Amusements, Inc. 














JAY MARSHALL 


1953 
EASTER 
PARADE 





Management: 


ARCHBISHOP LEDDY and 
FATHER NEWMAN 














SENSATIONAL — 
DANCE ACT 
(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


Dir.: PHIL BUSH 
1650 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
JU 6-2313 
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connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show J 
“ uan 
whether full oF split week | 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew? ) Moss; ¢P) paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (Ww) Warner: 
( 


Numerals in 

















Chuy Reyes Ore 
Emile Petti_Ore 
Leon 


Babe Baker Revue 


Eleanor 

| Perry Bruce 
Aeres O'Reilly 
Ralph Gilbert 


LaRue Riviera 
Cortez Ore rry Steele's 
L‘Aigion Smart Affairs "53 


Jimmy Tyler Orc 
Olivette Miller 
Butterbeans & Susie 
Choclateers (3) 
Conrad & Estelle 


DING APRIL 8 | Sandra Barton 
WEEK EN | Kitty O’Kelly Sans Souc' Hotel 
| Pat Clayton Arthur Blake 


Luis & | Frank Lynn 

Sacasas Ore 

Ann Herman Dcrs 
Saxony Mote! 


Los Chavales de 


WR) Walter Reade Don Charles Ore Epana 
Lombardy Hotel Trini Reyes 
Babs Ware Bernie Mayerson 

ciTY CHICAGO Rusty WOLVERHAMPTON Pedro Ore ore 

NEw nm 2 Chicago (P) 3 Bobby Collins Hippodrome a Enrica & Novello Julié Romero 
usic ne Langee Rosemary Clooney SUNDERLAND Carroll Leyis Co 

jacat Waters Mayo Bros Empire (M) 3 Violet Pretty 

Frank Fontaine Teen Agers 


o’Farrells Starlets 


Maurice Roccu woop GREEN 








Henry Taylor 

Lord Tarteton Tano & Dee 
Michae} Selker Ore | 
Jeanne Moore 


Val Olman Ore 


Shore Club 
Rosalie & Steve 
Fausto Curbelo 





ill 
3 Carsonys al (P) 3 Syd Seymour Ore Lov Collins Club 
e sawtelle 3 Cc Jones & F Ro Empire (S) 30 
Georicia ylie Erroll, Garner 3 Hutch Beverley Sis ry pd oa Haven & Mere 
‘Audrie Wilson ms ayk a 3 Harvards Eddie Fisher Rev Ne ee Lown ti Peppers 
Rockettes eae Kirby P Darban & Wendy Wright & Zena The Calypsoan ee lu Tones 
Corps Gf Ballet Goperto Socarras Ba | SWANSEA | Dashs a ee ae | yee otones 
: \ t : | A ; 
Sypaiace (RF 29 Fontaine Dapeers Empire (M) 30 Empire (1) 30 —— t jmage Bey a etet 
panny & Rev ovate 1 | Les Spanglers Terry Wilson | a. re c og ja. Be Dancers 
eiro Bros D ae & 0’Donnell Nitwits Seanor Dio Leona ny ~ e la ntones 
Marquis oF Breece p&L Ferroni Mavis Whyte | cep Ds ne ng } Quinton 
Fran Warren . Dele cal Stan Stennett Barbura Quale \ Ra adi ancers Sorrento 
arvas Julia Sunny Beil Geraldine .& Joy | rrancois_& ».ndra | Rafael Rumberos | charles & Samara 
punhills ; Myles = 5 Co Authors & Swinson |Charlie Parsons | Bell “> — | Mare Kahn 
Jo Lombardi Ore Ciro CKFORD Finlay Bros | A Rogers & A Dixon | Beue arth Alan Kole Ore 
Par aw palace () 3S . ee eel | Don Ox padden Tony Pastor's 
Patti Patt. o wilfred Mae ° | Deauville Ray Bourbon 
jerry Wald Ore Hanlon & Clark Vocalions 3 Sheila_Sheen 
Bobby Sargent Betty Ford - | "Nautilus Hotel Jose Enrigues 
Clark, Brot R Newman & Lucky Labaret Bills | Buddy Hackett Jackie Cole 
roxy 1) 3° 1 to fil. ' | Harvey Grant |The Mithens 
Ice Colon | WASHINGTON Gomez & Beatrice | Vagabonds Club 













| eas 


BUFFAL 


Buffalo (L) 47 Capitol (tL) 


Don Howard } Joe 


NEW YORK CITY 





Freddy Calo Orc 


Vagabonds 4) 


Harnell Maria Neglia 





armstron ore | 
1 ArmRay Robinson | A Aliyn & Hodges . ; Paddock Club Condos & Brandow 
Helen Forrest Don Francisco Jimmy. Day . Martha Ann Bentley 
Wells & : Chords Bandpox Hotel Taft Miss Memphis Frank Linale Ore 
| pilly Eckstine Vincent Lope? Ore | Pessy Saunders Eleanor Guipo 
AUSTRALIA Count Basie Ore Hotel Warwick Ernie Bel) Ore Versailles Hotel 
Birdyene Elise Rhodes hy omy Jack Kerr 4, . 
Sarah Vaughan Naomi Stevens a ee Nino Rina 
AUCKLAND ‘NG MELBOURNS Dizzy Gillespie Lee Carroll 
one © Carter Trio Aor Fg Bernice ks CHICAGO 
Jimae & Junior | jb yor” Kirk'voo Ted Straeter ore 
Diana Grafton Hort Duke. Trio Goodman Cy Walters Blue Angel , Dick Peterson 
Pat Gregory oer Nelson Helen Halpin Pepito Lopez Ore Hal White | Dick Salter 
Terry Scanion re Ms Seok Felicia Sanders Latin Quarter Bob Wednock | Dennis Dariene 
Cissy Trenholm ran 20 Bart Howard Minevitch Rascals Velyn & L French | Buddy Rust 
armand Perren Renita Kramer limmy Lyons a Betty George Grace Nichols | Qllie Clark 
‘ Boulevar-Dears (6) 


lve Note Dominique 
Nancy Steele 


Vicki Carol 


Bouna 

Norman Vaughan 

Sonya Coss 

: sirls (9) ° 

Show oo) Herb Corey. 

Boy Dancers (6) Joe Benjamin 

Ballet (12) Ronnie Selby 3 
NEY Bon Soir 

































Fleetwoods | 
Chribi Murphy Sisters 

rib} : 
Enid Wilson 
Joe W hitehouse 


Carl Conway 
Dagenham Pipers 





Jacques Cartaux j i Bix Brent 

: Tivoli (T) 30 Jimmie Daniels ; , 

ote a Edwin Styles Madmoiselles Midge, Mera 
Neita Dunsmore Loveday Hills Alice Ghostley Art Waner Or 

7 G Wood La Vie en Rose 


Mary Parker 
June Jago 
Walter Pym 
John Lee 
Collins Hilton 


Peggy Lee 
Beachcombers 
Leo De Lyon 
Van Smith 3 
Leon & Eddie's 


Retty Sullock 

Tom Toby 

Skating Boys (7) 

Skating Girls 16) 
CHRISTCHURCH 


Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Mae Barnes 
Copacaban3 
Jack Carter 


| Raquel 
A, Andree & Bonnie | Irving Burgess 


J Premice & 

Piroska Martinez 
Stan Fisher 
Lola Amechee 
Jim Siutz Trio 


Lena Horne 

Alan King 

Lou Willis, Jr 
Johnny Morton 
Chez A@orabies (8) 
Brian Farnon Ore 

Conrad Hilton Hot’! | 47 Abbott Ders (8) 


Frankie Masters 
Black Orchid Ore 

Edgewater Beach 
Janis Paige 

Nanci Crompton 
D Hild Ders (8) 
Bob Kirk Orc 

Paimer House 

Kyle MacDonnell 
Tippy & Cobina 
Di Mattiazzis 
| Skeets Minton 

B DeVoye & 
| Lorraine 

Claire Leonard 


Chez Paree 


Royal (T) 3 John Huson é Eddie Davi 
ri WELLINGTON Jimmy McHugh io - Dare Jeanne Sook - . , 
a a | Opera House (T) 30 | Cabot Dresden Arlyn, Stuart Teddy Roman | Ernil Coleman Ore 
Halama & Konarski | Tommy Trinder Dolores Hawkins = er Ore Colstons ‘2) | vine Gardens 
professor Oolgo | Botonds | Cerneys L R de E Deadenders | Al Mack 
Carl Ames Halama & Konarski | Ramona Lang Le Ruben tev Jack Rose | Gloria Brooks 

: Jack Purcell Ceil Cabot Margaret Naylor | Madelyn Wallace 







> 4 
Professor olgeo Susan Johnson 


Jimmy Komack 


<i; De Paulls 


Harry Moreny Carl Ames 


Bill Jordan 


Ders ‘4 
Pancho Ore 





Toni Lé 3 M Durso Ure 4 Mari 
ros Lane |S, De Pavoreny ank, Marth, Or¢ Norman, Panis Herman Maricich 
singi sir Toni | ateau Madr ulius Mon 
Dancing Core ” Teal Laman? Alfredo Sade No. 1 Fifth Ave LOS ANGELES 
Adorables (10) Adorables Felo & Bruno Bob Downey, 
F Alonso Ore Harold Fonville amb dor Hotel Cafe Gla 
A} Castellanos Ore | Hazel Webster c _~ en de Bobby Short 
BRITAIN El Chico Cid Roumantan —— Beverly Alber 
Perla Marini Sadie Banks , es Verns Bexia Brooks 
BLACKPOOL LIVERPOOL DeLeon & Graciella Sonny Sands may re ple Ore | Dick Hazard Trio 
Paiace (1) 3 | Empire (M) 38 So b Gales o Carolyn ~y ft Music Cire’s 
s ni | vardo de ta ruz rry 23 
fever CO yore Alvardo ceacho | 308 Labone, Ore Ann Ange cwart Pearl eiison 
Nino the Dog Ray Allan Gnrique Vizcaina D’Aquila OCF Frevcleine Goddard | Bill Bailey 
Horrie Darke. Badie Calvert Barb Secasroll a Madelerradford “Ore | Bopby Ramos Ore 
Harry Kocke ic , arbara_ Carro i é : | pick Stabile Ore 
Richman Jackson | Bunty Pendleton Joan Bishop 8 Gray's Bandbox te riey oene 
Ss 





















Richards Sis 
Arthur Haynes 


Helene Cordet 
2 Lucilias 


Town Country 


Hotel Ambassador 
Bob Carroll 


Jules La nde Ore 


S & P Kaye 3 Vuoons Roy MacNair 
Adele French \Cardew Robinson eto aad Dupret win. “Shecky” Greene be Hyers 
BRIGHTON | LONDON ree el Biltmore = | Three Rifts Bert Storr Mary verive Padula 
Hippodrome (M) 30) Palladium (mM) 30 | Michael Kent ore Johnny Morris Ore Eddie Shine -* q - olfe 
N Mongadors & A | yonnnie ~a 3 Hotel Edison Two Guitars Jimmy Ray |, ie SaOKey 
—_ i | Tosca De Lac Henry Jerome Ore LuBov _Hemshay ~ aga past — 7 

Are je Glenn Max Wall Hotel New Yorker sigi Ahern Ga e Ro one Mocambo 
Taylor, Manaewu™ Evy & Everto Teddy Powell Ore Eli Spivak poy ia Mary MeCarthy 
Jozn Edward a . é ary. ‘Ol ) 

2 wards Tony & Eddie Joan Walden Misha Usdanoff one Bari Trio Eddie Oliver Ore 


Kostya Poliansky 
Versaliles 
Carmen Torres 
Larry Storch 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Orc 
village Sarr 
Ernest Sarracino 


Young Ladies 
s & D Stevens 
Krista & Kristel 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 30 
Sonny Dawkes 
Tommy Rose 
4 Melio-Macs 


sid Krofft 

Bobby Blake 

Collin & Leemans 

Palladium Girls Adrian Rollins (ro 

Skyrockets Orc Hotel Pierre 
MANCHESTER Giselle Mackenzie 

Hippodrome (S) 30 | Cappella & Patricia 


Hal Monty 
Andrea Dancers 
Vogelbeins Bears 











Peter Raynor 


Tex Martin Dick wa Salle Ore 


Helga Barry N on 
Village Vanguard 





Gecrge Meaton 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 30 

Tessie O’Shea 

Johnny Lockwood 

Granger Bros 

Johnny Matson 

St Denis Bros 

Olga Varona 


Sandy Powell 
Kay White 

E Beam Girls 
Dorothy Williams 
Norman Meadows 
Eve Devers 

Erie Vadium 
Bernie Lewis 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Delano Hotel 


Algiers Hotel ) 
Tony Barie 


Buddy Walker 
Joe Delilah 
Tony & Renea 










ey 
Willie Hollander 


Betty Reilly 
Bill Russell 


Hal Derwin ore 


Jimmy Durante 
Eddie Jackson * 
Cover Girls 


Jack Roth 
Jules Bufiano 
Donn Arden Dneers 


Arthur Knotts G H’ Elliott Stanley Melba Ore | Ted Huston Ore 

EAST HAM Leslie Welch Chico Relli Ore Clara Cedrone A 

Granada (1) 30 Jack Tripp Hotel Plaza Russell Peak Kathy Barr 

Jimmy Scott Manley & Austin Lisa Kirk Mattie Sondi De Matiazzis 
Robert Harbin Wally Boag Mavis Mims 


R 

Teddy Hart 
Bratiey_ Mora 
Torris Brand Ore 


Tommy Numez Ore | «pelle N Orleans 
zina Reyes Dancers) Marilyn Maxwell ; 
Noonan & Marshall, K Duffy Dansations 12 Mins. 


pider F 
Donald Novis 


Joe Castro Quarte 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert nn Sahara 













Cee Davidson ore 
Sands 


Ezio Pinza 


Gloria Pall 
Thunderbird 

James Barton 

Estelle Loring 

Bassis 

Earl Barton 


y Milton 


Last Frontier ., 


- New Acts 


MARILYN MAXWELL TSELLA SCHELTON 
Songs, Dance Impressions 

18 Mins. 10 Mins. 

Last Frontier, Las Vegas Chez Agnes Capri, Paris 


Although costarring in a Sam- Tall, gangling gal with an in- 
tense comic face, TseUa Schelton 


ea 


|my Lewis package originally sked- | gives out with a series of impres- 


| events 


| 


| 


| out will be staged by Nick Castle. | 


| \ ee 
‘SSbey Browne OF¢| into the taps and precision steps) 


t 


Betty & Jane Kean 


Bah Gates Hilyd| fine vaude of its kind. Suitable to| drive-in operation had 


i ; Ss i . 
Rave 5 Coe Arthur Soe Monte nee Irwin Corey Carlton Hayes Ore Dominique 
Marche & B \§ Fisher Girls Jack Fina Orch Pat Carroll Don McKay Copa Girls 
ree en i) 30. NEWC Hotel St. Regis Anita Ellis Ei Cortez Ray Sinatra Ore 
Western Bros Empi asyes Rosalind Courtright Clarence Williams Joaquin Garay Silver Stipper 
Stanelli wiser, A. - Milt Shaw ore Trio Bette Black Kalantan 
Leslie Sarony | Soo & D “- Horace Diaz Ore Waldorf-Astoria Jill Adams Hank Henry 
Alex 4 ee ee + Hotel Statler Mary Meade George DeCarl Ore | Beau Jesters 
Collette & Karen Ttal 4 ounean Billy May Ore Nat Brandwynpne Flamingo » \dimmy Cavanaugh 
Peter Quinton T .- Fi Hotel Sherry Mischa Borr Ore «annie Get Gun Sparky Kaye 
Charmony 3 Le oe J ields Netherland wivel Jacqueline James =| Bill Willard ° 
Moran & Elof Harry North Beverly Allysom Sal Nome cent Coverrford ard ines 
} = e . alo 
Palace (i) 30 Hugo Pea re Cynthia eocham. ce Redman — 


| charms are viewed to good advan- | pix. 


ded to be “Panama Hattie” tab-| sions that are topflight in zaniness, 
show and since rewoven acd re- | observation and comic timing. 
titled ‘Belle of New Orleans, Mar-.| age has a Ar 3 face, ant 
: it o spd 8 i ne assist of a long ac 
oo — Roy ste briefly in| shawl she gives impressions on 
sessions. splash from P)X | how an assorted group would audi- 
into nitery by the gorgeous-ap- | tion for a poetry-reading. Among 
pearing and well-stacked blonde | tem are a prim English lass, a 
was cautiously engineered. AS tragedian, a madwoman. and a bur- 
have proved—and buzz | leY actress. Bit is rich in top 
aiong the Vegas rialto is highly mugging and makes for a lot of 
favorable—she could do more. hae are ge ey eer . 
‘ ‘ : as tied | slapstc roadside of 4a mother 
‘Upon wd, his hesetrame and ONE Cayes tis # Deze 
. a. suitor that makes this a pegoff. 
a ‘ She is fine for TV or nitery ma- 
The oft-touted Maxwellian terial with a good comic phiz_ for 
Mosk. 





tage during her current stand. She 


| not only turns out a neat vocal but | THREE CARSONYS 


legs lightly and rhythmically. Good | Acro 
sense of timing, possibly learned | 10 Mins. 
| from bouts with Bob Hope, has en-| Music Hall, N.Y. 
| abled the oomphy femme to parry | This European act has been 
| dialog expertly. Her sons intros | around U.S: theatres for a couple 
| are simple and direct, with solid | of years but have not heretofore 
| personality touches livening up the | been documented in the New Acts 
chatter. file. Trio has 4 slick acro turn 
| First turn is with Noonan & | featuring the unique one-finger 
Marshall and Cliff Ferre in thrush- | handstand by the pivot member of 
| ing and terping of “Louisiana Pur- | the team. 
chase,” showing enough sexy hip-| _ Combo paces its stunts at a fast 
tossing and torso-twisting to CaP | clip, working for the most part on 
ture complete interest. Later solo | a small table with long sticks and 
| clot reveals her forte—saucy and elongated bottles as underpinnings 
| lightly blue lyricizing. This is in for the balancing routines. Since 
| special Ferre worda<e within | (WO of the prothers are twins, trio 
“Two To Tango” and “Take | opens up as an apparent duo with 
Easy Boys,” latter a proved song | the twins disappearing and reap- 
commodity with Gls during her | pearing very quickly from behind 
Korean trek. Lowdown “Got a|@a special curtain. It’s okay for a 
Right To Sing the Blues” fits her | surprise laugh when the twins 
style of delivery very well. Terps, | come on simultaneously. Herm. 
tossed in for enhancing tunes, are ——— 
easy to watch. FRANCOISE DORIN 
Should be a welcome addition | Songs and Poems 
| to nitery and theatre circuits seck- | 15 Mins. 
| ing marquee value as well as abil- | Chez Agnes Capri, Paris 
| ity to match. Will. Francoise Dorin is a young chick 
| ————— with a scrubbed freshness an 
‘charm that make her an immedi- 
ate aud catcher. Daughter of the 
| : leading chansonnier here, Rene 
10 Mins. Dorin, she is well-steeped in the 
Capitol, Washington tradition of wit and delivery, and 
Though the boys sing, play the offers a fine proadside of tender 
| piano and drums, this is essentially | SONES, bits of poetic thoughts and 
la terp act with novel accents songs that belie her youth in their 
‘Team has been together only five astuteness and observation. Gal is 
months and still has plenty rough | assured in presence and her thesh 
spots to iron out. Overall idea, know-how helps 1m delivery of her 
however, is sound, and terping is offbeat material. 
| sufficiently expert to rate this) ; She would be good fodder for 
| promising. intime revues and niteries or in- 


yenue m ia sicals 
Duo gets off to a slow start, a genue mater 1 for musica) oak 
\ definite handicap for néwcomers. | : 


|Come on with a tune, “Gotta 
| Dance.” lyrics of which are hard 


atch. Si terping is stand- | d 
o cate ince terping is stan - Allie 4 


out, while singing }s inferior, 
| would seem better to segue right | Continued from page 7 


| ;OHNSON & MADILL 
| Music, Dance 











—— —L———S—— ~~ 











in which boys excel. This shows | Allied leaders that a solution to 

up solidly in number in which they | the increased rentals being asked 

ee rhythm sans accom-) by distribs was not in bidding 

. ‘ . ; 

Ra against conventional theatres. This 

Another high. spot, an appealing | practice, it was pointed out, would 

| novelty. is routine in which one of\result in unnecessary competition 

| wor does a “Music ox” tune On | that would, in effect, uP prices of 
fgg a other —_— it out atop | gIm. 

e gran piano. ere’s muc . aan 
he erand, BANG Sano, inl o¢ Wisconsin Ale. saret ca 
dentally, and customers seem to go distribs for ndeliberatel trying to 
for flashy effect. Wind up with a| Sve small nibito an J ~ 
fast turn on a pair of barrel drums, |@t!ve § all exhibitors out of bus® 
ounding out “when You He r | ness. He charged that the practice 
Peums” with their hands and keep- | of issuing pre-release films to st 
ing pace with oe — — | —_— key gy! is lage 0 = small 
some acro an ves fine reaction. indie ops “in a ime when they are 
With faster opening and a smooth- fighting for their very existence.” 
er method of transition from num- In a report on ozoner biz, Ben 
ber to number, this should rate as | Marcus, of Oshkosh, noted that 
A : not been 
cmall stage of nitery as well as big | greatly affected by other forms of 
house like this one. Flor. | >ntertainment. Pointing out that 

- | many evening TV programs were 
not suitable for children, Marcus 
\caid the ozoners had learned to 
| book programs that appeal to all 
members of the family. He pre- 


BOB WHALEN 
Songs 


Dudley Dale Co 4 Colony Boys ar usic Deimonico ; 
cliff Ferre Normandie Boys Le Vi Rose N. Y 
Dennis Lawes Jose & Aida < ‘Al Jahns Ore, e Vie en » N. Be Z : 
oars 30 | Vocal Tones Bill °F iot Carlos & elisa Ore K Stone oeers. €1 Rencho Vegas In his N. Y. cafe debut Bob | dicted that every town with a regu- 
Joan & Ernest |De Vere Lovlies uy Rennie 1 Mambe Roy Fitzell Guy Lombardo Ore : : \jar theatre would, within the next 
Mary Sm | Chall ; ; 0 & Revue Whalen, a Victor tenor, shows 4) 
. ; Small 1 PORTSMOUTH Beth Challis Carlos Ramirez Bob Millar Ore r * lik d ‘ ‘ three years, also have an ozoner, 
MacKenzie Reid & D Royal (Mm) 30 Harvey Be The Rodriguez (2) genial, want-to-be-like mien, okay “0 ted chiefi by ind 
CAR «Pl leet sam, | ge SMe ove |e at |Meat tapering |e ia ast 
G & Cele Mary Lou Williams, | py) —_— Sam Gyior p Pthe Irish “whiskey” groove and | €'S- , as disclose”. 
G & Colvill F Ba Frank Stanley Ore | Bobby Escoto Ore in a y & ngs ‘ 
Ballet Montmartre Bless Po Brook Club Freddy Calo Ore Casine Nacional, | Celia Crue though avoiding that identity in now has about 50 drive-ins, with 
Me Wonderettés Charlie a Five O'clock Hermanos Palau, | Rocio & ‘Antonio | songalog, establishes it beyond | more than 100 expected to be in 
PA... B. et Singers Continermoselle Martha Raye Hevana Cuban Boys | yercedes Valdes question by 4 tendency to finish | operation by summer. 
Eno & Lane Dumarte < Van. ol | uae Faul Wells 4 Montmartre Xiomara Alfaro every tune in that soprano-like | Actor George Murphy addressed 
ary Kenevte & Syivio | Cae" Bayles Hotel | Len Dawson Ore Gali Gall Aarau Tropicana crescendo. He could drop his up- | the closing panquet of the conven: 
Betty & + By yet vores oe Oe A Foe Celia Pena chiquits, 4, Johnson | sweeP, after the first couple, oF tion, stressing that drive-ins ha 
usiral or °o : ’ P 
Billy Baxter Eéamund Goffron Sandra Kae Cue Don Charles ore Magdeita Espanola Glorita Marrero use it sparingly, where it’s appro- developed a new family audience 
Auster Sis h ie Wests Diane | Alan Gale ona .— Sans Souci jose LeMatt on priate. , which should not be considered 
eHACKNEY | Clause nay Ro Larry. Fyaocks 2) Honey lee icinee [Oe Seen Miguel Angel Or'™ Tg gives 2 good account of cosapatition to conventional thea- 
Dickie Arnold ck Candy Ross | Chris Columbo ash (Stow imself, particularly on “Ten- | tres. 
icki M ri t ” ‘ £ 
Mickie Warren eer 20 Teddy King Ore Gaiety Girls Antone Cafe's 276 Fire derly, after opening well in| In addition to Goldberg, officers 
Gave & Van Lester Ferfuson eet Come Harem Club San Antonio, March 31 Loveliest Night of the Year.” | named included Russell Leddy, 
va May Wong De Vere C Girls | Damita Jo Bobby Barton es ’ . “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” | Green Bay veepee; Edward J@hn- 
ye, woe Hylda Baker he Treniers (7) Princess Tare The Aero Club here, operated by | seems to accentuate the thinness Milwaukee, secretar nd Oli- 
vrice Stroller Gaston Palmer Clover v Camile Stevens | ; a ry hi son, : aukee, sec e y,a 
Lush Thrushes Darl Bees Lenny Kent Lee rear - Jack Hanratty, Was gutted by fire | of be voice, but pA reset an | yer Trampe, Wauwatosa, treasurer. 
n Bea . ummer i : ¢ : 
H Socie 0 Arthur Worsley Lamon Tier. . ’ nina Hotel Thursday morning (26) causing | SEE ney e-gorrentg “ha Still, on the Legere > — be Jory sey e3 
bn 4 'ski, Angelo rovinzano, Floy - 








Lopez Ore 
Empire (S) 30 | Selma Marlowe Line 
Colby’s Cove 
Cannon & Harmon 


s Bell 
Nellie Golletie } 


LEEDS hee BUSH | Tony 
Tony Matas 


J Empire (mM) 30 
vows B Werriss Gladys Morgan 
Renson Dulay Co | Gerry graces 


2 & Collins Max Geldrey Nicholrs Grvmes Kenilworth 
o—- "red Atkins ork Ct Jack Cavallaro Ore 
Cycling B om Nadi: s Jo Thompson ‘Al Lozito 

Charles rockways , Eddie Arnold Eugene Smith Ruth Palmer 

s Ancaster ‘Manz & Chico Eddie Snyder George Chatirton 





of an adequate Wa 


pered firemen. 


with $7,000 for contents. 


an estimated $27,000 damage. Lack | romantic, pashy course, he encores | 
ter supply ham- \nicels .wit ” | pert, C. L. Baldwin, John P. Adler, 


“gmbrace Me” an , 
“Bec. use You're Mine,” with latter | | d Miner, Luci Mare Lost 
s ‘opper. Hele ory. aon d to the poard of National 


stakes. Trau. | Allied. 
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83 LEG 
Feud of Chi Managers and Critics 
e e Lineup of shows for the Louis- 
Seen Benefiting Both in Long Rum ss. sesicrs. "co, Sut 
| 13 through Aug. 23, has been set. 


'L’ville Amphi Season 
Sets 6 Musicals, Leads 


} 
! 
i 
Louisville, March 31. 


Musicals and leads engaged to date 





Latest flareup of managerial re-+— | are “Kiss Me Kate.” with Patricia 


risal against the drama critics, e ° 
particularly in Chicago and Hart- Atterburys Write Finis 


ford, is running the’ usual course, 
With newspaper editors supporting 


their reviewers in every case, little) . 


permanent effect is anticipated. | 

Some trade observers figure 
that the situation will, in the long 
run, have a subtly beneficial effect. 
However, it’s feared that critical 
raw nerves and resentment may 


have unpleas:nt repercussions tem- | * 


ante -te s say be | Atterbury) when the curtain fell on . : an Pas 
porarily. Long-term result may be | 7.7 of Lorraine” at the Colonial =©4 Hunt will be back for his th rd 


Piayhouse. 


somewhat grecter understanding on 
the part of critics toward manage- | 
rial problems and somewhat more 
careful reviewing. Also, it’s hoped, | 
he situation may lead to more} 


'in Albany—after the city had been 
| without live theatre for two dec- 


ades—came to an end Saturday P : * 
(28) for actor-producers Malcolm ducer. Edward Clarke Lilley will 


productions, employing 106 pro- 
fessional actors and 46 local musi- 


Morrison, who originated the role; 
“Sweethearts,” Gil Lamb; —— 
fly,” Robert Shafer and Lois Hunt; 
To 6-Year Albany Stock “touisiana Purchase,” Billy Gil- 
, bert; “Call Me Madam”; “Gentle- 

Albany, March 31. 


" ‘ men Prefer Blondes,” Kyle Mac- 
A six-year presentation of stock ponel}. 


Denis DuFor will be back for his 
eighth season as executive pro- 





stage productions ang William Hol- 


Atterbury and Ellen Hardies (Mrs. brook will return as choreographer. 





season as musical and choral di- 
rector, and Rollo Wayne will again 


The Atterburys had staged 71 design the sets. 





tact on the part of preducers and | cians and singers, since they * 
theatre managers in dealing with | 9Pened with “My Only Love” at Sc ut Ma 
the press in future. | the downtown Playhouse in Octo- 


In Chicago, where J. J. Shuber 
ordered thet critics be invited to} 
second-night performances instead | 
of openings, the principal imme- | 
diate upshot has been the decision | 


by the dailies to purchase tickets | *° 


for the reviewers to cover first- 
nights. That will presumably con- | 
tinue indefinitely. In Hartford, | 
where the management of the New 
Parsons barred Theodore H.} 
Parker. critic for the Courant, even 
on a purchased ticket, the paper | 
is not covering the shows. With 
the local season virtually over, no | 
immediate new development is ex: | 
pected, but it’s figured the situa-| 
tion may be ironed out there by | 
the time the new season opens next 
fall. 

Although there are admittedly 
two sides to the question in both | 


| molished, the site is now a parking 


erated the ‘Tamareck Playhouse | in a dramatic reading of the Ibsen 


t| ber, 1947. Couple invested close 
| to $230,000 in the purchase of the 
old Capitol and its conversion inio 


| . ? b 
|a modern theatre. Recently de- | Do ynt 


: P : _ | Joseph Schildkraut, who played | 
Atterburys will go to California the title role in the Theatre Guild 


|for a vacation, with their three production of “Peer Gynt” in 


children, and may take up per-| 1922-23, is being sought to repeat 
manent residence there. They op- | the assignment on tour next season 





(strawhat) at Lake Pleasant before grama, with an orchestral back- | 
World War II. | ground of the Grieg score. The 
' production, being pianned on the 
2 59 ¢ ’ | Coast by Charles M. G. McLellan, | 
Rossini $ Cenerentola of NBC, would have a cast of seven 
jor eight names, each playing 

different parts. Local 


(You Pronounce It) Has. several 


i}symph outfits and smaller orches- 


Sock Revival in N.Y | tras in various cities and towns the | 


*| show played would be used to 
Rossini’s comic opera, “La Cen-/| provide the accompaniment, but on 
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Show Finances 





‘OKLAHOMA’ 
(As of Jan. 31, 53) , 

~ Original investment .............. $ teen gees ce cccessac $90,000 
Gross for last five weeks On toUr.......sseseeeeeeesses 146,719 
Profit for last five weeks om tour........eeceseeceecees 14.685 
Total. OOO BR BOGE asf. ccdenn eave eh RS ore eee 5,311,520 

Less undistributable items (film rights, $20,000; London 
company expense, $3,006; cash reserve, $20,000)..... . 43,006 
ee ME Serre rh eg es ee ics 20,000 
Total profit distributed to date ...... ye eos eee a ee 5,236,400 
Balance available for distribution.................6... 32,114 


(Note: The Theatre Guild production opened March 31, ’43, at 
the St. James, N. Y., and ran 2,248 performances on Broadway 
still the record for a musical. Except for summer layoffs, at least 
one company has been playing ever since, with productions in 
many foreign countries. The Rodgers-Hammerstein musical’s 10i) 
anniversary was celebrated last night (Tues.) at the Nationa! 
Washington, where it is current.) : 


+ . 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Although the gross for “Porgy and Bess,” at the Ziegfeld, N. y,, 
last week is reported as $90,900, the receipts were actually $7,980 more 
than that. Explanation is that the revival, a non-profit presentation 


by Blevins Davis and Robert Breen, retains the 20° Federal admis. 


sions tax. It shares with the house on basis of the net amount (that 
is, minus the tax) and pays royalties on the same basis. But because 
the enterprise is non-profit, the production keeps the 20° margin, 
Tickets for the show list the price ($6 top) and carry a statement im- 
mediately below, “Tax exempt.” Without that explanation on the 
ticket, the show management would presumably have to share with 
the house and pay royalties on the basis of the total amount, since 
in that case the price would officially be a straight $6, with no theo. 
retical tax involved. But under the present setup the price is figured 
as $5, with the show retaining the extra $1 normally remitted to the 
Government. 


Odd angle of the situation is that Billy Rose, owner of the Ziegfeld, 
announced some months ago plans for a non-profit entertainment 
foundation at the Ziegfeld. However, he never actually obtained Gov- 
ernment sanction for the project, and still operates the theatre on 
a commercial basis. 








een 





Backers of “Horses In Midstream,” the Gilbert Miller-Donald Oen- 


Chicago and Hartford, the general | erentalo” (“Cinderella,” to yon),| dates where no resident musical | slager production opening at the Royale Theatre, N. Y., tomorrow 


feeling in Broadway legit circles is | Which hadn’t been done in N. Y. for | group was available the troupe 
that the situations were unfortu- | almost 125 years, had a sock revival _ would carry its own unit of seven 
natly handled. In Chicago, it’s |by the enterprising N. -Y. City | instrumentalists. 
claimed Shubert pieked a dubious | Opera Co. at City Center, N. Y.,| Schildkraut has several alternate 
example in citing “Paint Your | !ast Thursday (26). Full of pathos | jegit prospects for next season, in- 
Wagon” as having received unfair | 4nd humorous situations, siudded | cluding a possible revival by Albert 
critical coverage. The show drew | With fine solo and ensemble music| Marre, perhaps at the City Center, 
mixed reviews on Broadway, it’s| bits as well as a lilting running|N. y,, of “Measure for Measure.” 
(Continued on page 92) score; opus had a delightful presen- | He’s also considering a new com- 





| artists who could act as well as| 


ander, author of “Time Out for 


(Thurs.), include Oenslager, $4,200; press-agent George Ross, $900; 
his associate Madelin Blitzstein, $300; choreographer Haniya Holm, 
$600; theatre owner-investor Howard S. Cullman, $2,400; Actors Fund 
prexy Walter Vincent, $3,600; United Paramount Theatres prexy 
Leonard Goldenson, $2,400; John E. Waters, representing Lee Shubert, 
$7,200; Mrs. Edward Kook, wife of. the head of Century Lighting, 
$600; theatre exec Louis A. Lotito, $1,200; bandleader Meyer Davis, 
$900; legit producer Elaine Perry, $600; actress Dorothy Patten, $600; 
theatrical attorney Jesse Moss, $1,200; songwriter Irving Caesar, $1,- 
200; costume designer Helene Pons, $600; talent agent Mrs. Francis 
Head, $1,200 and Jane Ann Choate, daughter of general manager 


jtation by a fine, young bunci of | edy, “Angelica,” by Ronald Alex- 
Helen Hayes Denies Any 
’ Hartford ‘Ultimatum’; 
Believes in Free Critics 


Detroit. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I note in your article in the} 
March 25 issue, in connection with | 
the Parsons Theatre-Hartford Cou- 
rant controversy, that Charles Bow- 
den (the house operator) quoted | 
me as saying that in a recent con- | 
versation with him I took offense | 
at Theodore Parker’s review of 
“Mrs. McThing” and would never 
play the territory again. 

At the outset, I should like to' 
emphatically deny that any such | 
conversation took place recently 
or at any time in the past. I find 
the false impressions created by 
such inaccuraie statements to be 
very disturbing, especially since it 
has always been my principle ts 
never exvect the press or public to 
wholly agree with me in the selec- 
tion of my plays or the quality of 
my playing. It would be a denial 
of one of our most cherished free- 
doms if I did. 

I am reminded that Mr. Parker 
gave our play two reviews while 





| Sing. Comé@gly wasn’t overdone (2s /| Ginger,” and a play titled “Diary | Edward Choate, $1,200. Production was capitalized at $60,000 with- 


at the Met) under the skilled st2*-| of a Scoundrel,” adapted from the | out provision for overcall. General partners are Miller, Oenslager, 


jing of Otto Erhardt; picture-book | polish. 
|sets of Roubenter-Arutunian were | . 
| eye-catching, and overall musical | 


direction of Joseph Rosenstock 
made proceedings hum. 

Opera is a little slow and old- 
hat. It’s also difficult to cast be- 
cause of its singing demands. Ii 
calls for a mezzo-soprano wiih a 
colortura flair, and it got it last 
week in comely Frances Bible, who 
sang the lead role with great skill, 
tonal beauty and style. She got 
excellent support. Riccardo Man- 
ning, onetime Met tenor, made an 
impressive Prince, though occa- 
sionally straining for a high note. 

Basso Richard Wentworth wos 
hilarious (as well as highly accom- 
plished vocally) as the mean stop- 
father. Laurel Hurley revealed a 
high-grade soprano coloratura as 
one of the stepsisters, and Edith 
Evans was good as the other 
meanie. But George Gaynes siole 
the spot as the valet disguised as 
prince, in an ingratiating comic 2s 
well as singing performance that 


spring opera season from the Roz! 


Russell legiter, ‘Wonderful Town,” 
where he plays the male lead of 
mag editor.) 





laying in Hartford. In the first 
e furiously scored the play, but 


With addition of a hilarious sec- 


| ond-act ballet bit that mocked Gre- | 


was a treat. (He’s on leave for the | 


Cedric Hardwicke and Andrew Rosenthal. -Rosenthal, who authored 
|the play, reportedly supplied considerable backing, but through one 
or more unspecified representatives. He's also understood to be put- 
; ting up the coin to cover out-of-town losses that have taken the show 
| over the budget. 





Tkeatre Junket to N.Y. 


9 
Gets Ohio S Okay; Seen, N. Y. Times drama critic Brooks Atkinson, class of 1917 at Harvard, 
Local Legit Hypo is one of eight nominees for director of the Harvard Alumni Assn. 


| this spring (four to be-chosen). Biog sent to alumni on the reviewer 
Columbus, O., March 31. | reads: “Justin Brooks Atkinson, '17, L.H3D. (Williams) °41, of New 
| The Columbus Citizen’s second! York City. Journalist with N. Y. Times. He is a trustee of Antioch 
,annual theatre party, which re-| College, director of the American Theatre Wing and former secretary 
| turned last week from a week's trip | Gf the American National Theatre and Academy. Served as war cor- 
ito New York, has proved as boff | respondent in China, 1942-44, and news correspondent in Russia, 1945- 
a success as the original junket a| 46. Awarded Pulitzer Prize in journalism for his report on Russia, 
|year ago. Norman Nadel, sheet’s| 1847. Among his books are ‘Skyline Promenades’; ‘Henry Thoreau, 
drama critic and host on the tour,| Cosmic Yankee’; “The Cingalese Prince’, and ‘Once Around the Sun.’ 
; which attracted 250 persons (as! Associate editor, Harvard Alumni Bulletin, 1920-22.” 
| against last year’s 75); got some in- | 
| teresting reactions from interview- | 
jing half of the party on the re- 
| turn home. 


Approximately one-third of the 








Mary Morris, Broadway actress now on a year’s leave of absence 
from the faculty of the Carnegie Tech Drama School in Pittsburgh, 
‘is directing what bent sons amounts to a Tech Alumni Assn. and also 
a _ - . | Starring in a production of ‘The Trojan Women,” by Euripides, for 
Ss 4 half wep ad ce -a single performance Sunday (5) at the Community Church of New 
| ome “qaneniaaaitty Nadel asked | York. It’s a benefit for the church and the Actors Fund. Among ex- 
ro $f Shes theatre party will in-| Tech students in the company are Mitchell Agruss, Collette Crawford, 
mand |Hermine Dubroff, Angela Paton, Susan Willis and Nancy Wickwire 


fluence. their attendance of the | 4,-. . ; ; 4 ~* : 
\theatre at home. Thirty-four said | Miss Morris also staged ‘The Trojan Women” at Carnegie Tech last 


they will go more often than be- >°*" 
fore; two said they would go less; | : 
and 49 said their attendance would! ‘Souvenir booklet issued by British producer Emile Littler in con- 
be the same as in the past. | nection with his current London hit, “Love from Judy,” is unusual 

All but two of those interviewed | in that it includes a list of all his presentations, flops as well as hits. 





in the second review he completely | cian dance, “Cenerentola” scored 

reversed himself and found it most | a hit. Too bad it's in the Center 

enchanting. I surely = quar | repertoire for only two more times 

= with anyone who displays such this season. Avant-garde outfit can 

a Hegre oe fins hisih ae , | Stand a few more of these delight- 

: pha 9 : bea . a coe Pc ful antiques for balance and va- 
: - | riety. Bron, 


edly confused when he attributed | 
___ Shows in Rehearsal 
| 


such statements to me. 
Helen Hayes. 
‘ ’ Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
OTH SEASON GETS imc (Musical Comedy), MD (Mu- 


sical D ,O ra). 
INTO THE MONEY |°<o) Dreme.O (Opera) care 








“Fifth Season,” Sylvia Regan (D)—American Shakespeare Festi-| 


comedy at the Cort, N. Y., is now | val Foundation, prod.; Mary Hun- 


in the black. The Menasha Skul-| ter, dir; Basil Rathbone, Faye) 


nik-Richard Whorf starrer has re- | Emerson, Eva Le Gallienne, Mar- 
’ ,000 to the backers and | saret Webster, John Lund, Viveca 
335/000 balance, including | Lindfors, stars. 


by Nadel said they would be inter- 
ested in making the trip again. 
Both of these were old people who 
said they were glad they came, but 
once was enough. Comments were 
‘all highly favorable. A Bellefon- 
taine woman said, “It’s worth a lot 
|just to have your seats reserved 


“Versa of planning and the 
variety of the trip would be impos- 
| sible for an individual to arrange 
| at that cost.” 

Attitudes toward New Yorkers 





\differed widely. One said, “It | 


takes something like this to make 
you appreciate the friendliness of 
|Columbus people.” But another 
found Gothamites “most gracious.” 
The Citizen offered its readers 
| train transportation to New York, 
| hotel rooms, tickets to “Wonderful 


| for — Another woman said, : 
tility 


| Including his touring editions of shows originally produced in the 
| West End by other managements, the lineup comprises 37 successes 
and 26 failures, besides 12 annual pantomimes in London, but exclud- 
| ing 50 similar shows in the British provinces. Striking angle of the 
| booklet is the inclusion of a quotation to the effect that success is 
generally due to persistence rather than talent, genius or education. 


Current Stock Bills 


(March 30-April 12) 





Anna Russell to Star 
In Canadian Revue 


Anna Russell, concert comedi- 
Around We Go — Playhouse, enne who made a splash last sea- 
Houston (8-12). son and this with her full-evening 
Bell, Book and Candle (Victor show of takeoffs on longhairs, has 
| Jory}—Palm Springs (Cal.) Play-| been signed for her third Town 
| house (31-5). | Hall, N.Y., appearance this year, 
Guardsman (Zachary Scot() — on April 23, as a benefit for the 
Bermudian, Hamilton, Bermuda (7- Third St. Music Settlement. 
12), | Singer, who made her first o—_— 
Late Christopher Bean (Betty @Ppearance March 3, was immed: 
Field) —ermaaian Hamilton, Ber-| ately booked back for two more 





cash reserve and $15,000 
bonds. The venture was capi- 
at $60,000. 
Production cost was about $40,- 
There was a $5,500 profit on 
tryout, and the show has been 
near-capacity grosses, with 
weekly operating net of abovi 


Masquerade (C)—Ben Tomkins.| Town,” “Wish You Were Here,” 
Alvin Cooperman, prods.; John! “Dial M for Murder” and “Love 
Larson, dir.; Veronica Lake,/of Four Colonels,” plus “Ciner- 
Charles Korvin, stars. ama,” trips around New York, to 

Me and Juliet (MC) — Richard! Radio City and to the UN, for 
Rodgers, Oscar Memmerstcin 2d,|$99.50. “Wonderful Town” was 
prods.; George Abbott, dir. first choice as top attraction among 

Men of Distinction (C)—Chandler|those interviewed. “Cinerama” 
Martin Gabel, prods.;| was next popular. The trip to the 


muda (31-5). 

Late Edwina Black — Playhouse, 
Houston (30-6). 

Gn Your Toes (Patricia Bowman, 


burn, N. J. (6-12). 
Play’s the Thing (Magda Gabor) 
—Quarterdeck, Atlantic City (6-12). 
Shadow and Substance — Dobbs 





Georgie Tapps)—Paper Mill, Mil- 


dates, April 6 and 7. In May, she’s 

'to star in a revue, titled “Spring 
, Thaw,” to be produced locally by 
| the Canadian National Theatre 12 
Toronto. 

Singer, who’s handied by East- 
man Boomer, of Columbia Lecture 
| Bureau, is also being readied for ® 
tour of the batms this summer, 





since opening Jan. 23 on | Cowles, 
\Gabel, dir. 


UN buildings rated third place. 


Ferry (N. Y.) Playhouse (4-5), i heading a revue package. 
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Out-of-Town’ Not So Wonderful: 
B'way Boff More Than Compensates 





ring its pre-Broadway tour, 
record-setting capacity 
rosses. The Rosalind Russell star- 
had a $6,631 operating deficit 


_. $207,312 total gross for its |- 


five-week road tuneup. 

Before settling down Feb. 25 to 
solid standee trade and substan- 
tial operating profit at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., the Robert Fryer 
musical represented an investment 
of $206,341, excluding $16,955 
union bonds. That included $188,- 
391 production cost, $6,631 try- 
out loss and $11,319 pre-opening 
expense in New York. : 

There’s a possible $8,000 addi- 
tional production cost involved in 
two costume items in dispute, but 
that would be offset by a similar 
amount of orchestrating, copying 
and arranging expense to be re- 
couped from composer Leonard 
Bernstein and lyricists Betty Com- 
den and Adolph Green, at the rate 
of $100 per week. An unusual as- 
pect of the initial accountant’s 
statement covering the production 
is that it lists all unpaid bills. 

The production cost of the show 
included $52,683 for scenery, $36,- 
742 for costumes (excluding the 
disputed $6000), oer” for 

hestration (inclu ng e 
$8,000 to be repaid), $8,750 
advance royalties, $33,785 re- 
hearsal salaries, $4,985 other re- 
hearsal expense, $14,677 for com- 

any transportation and hauling, 
and $19,091 in other expenses, in- 
cluding payments of $5,000~and 
$2,500, respectively, to composer 
Leroy Anderson and lyricist Arn- 
old B. Horwitt, in settlement of 
their previous contracts. 

George Abbott, who staged the 
production, received $5,000 ad- 
vance and gets 212% of the gross 


(Continued on page. 90) 


It’s ‘Queen Shirley’ As 
Booth Adds 3d Tony To 
Oscar, ‘Variety’ Crowns 


By winning the Antoinette Per- 
ry award for the third time Sun- 
day (29), at the annual American 
Theatre Wing dinner in N.Y., 
Shirley Booth has _ probably 
amassed the most impressive par- 
lay of awards in show biz history. 
Actress copped the Wing’s seventh 
annual Tony award in the distin- 
guished femme dramatic perform- 
ance category for her starring role 
in “Time of the Cuckoo.” She had 
just won an Academy Award Oscar- 
for her starring performance in 
the film,” “Come Back, Little 
Sheba.” 

Most recent accolade marks her 
as a three-time Tony winner, as 
she received that award in 1949 
for her supporting role in “Goods 
bye, My Fancy” and in 1950 for 
her starring portrayal in “Sheba.” 
She has also taken the spotlight 
twice in the annual VaRIEty poll 
of legit critics. In this voting, she 
came out as best dramatic actress 
for “Sheba” and again for her role 
in the musical, “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn.” 

Other winners in the Wing’s 16- 
award categories were “The Cru- 
cible,” outstanding drama; “Won- 
derful Town,” outstanding musi- 
tal; Tom Ewell (“The Seven Year 
Itch”), distinguished starring dra- 
Matic performance; Rosalind Rus- 
tell (“Town”), distinguished star- 
ring musical performance; Thomas 
Mitchell (“Hazel Flagg”), distin- 
guished starring musical perform- 
bles Beatrice Straight (“Cruci- 
¢ e’), distinguished featured per- 
Prmance; John Williams (“Dial M 

or Murder”), distinguished fea- 
by Performance; Sheila Bond 

Wish You Were Here”), distin- 
Ruished featured musical perform- 
ance; Hiram Sherman (“Two's Com- 
pve | ), distinguished featured mu- 
— performance; Raoul Pene Du 
“ls (“Town”), outstanding set de- 
eee: Miles White (“Flagg”), out- 
Tending costume designer; Joshua 
oe (“Picnic”), outstanding di- 
ector; Donald Saddler (“Town”), 
Cutstanding choreographer; Leh- 
man Engel ("Town” and Gilbert & 
ullivan season), outstanding mu- 
seal director; and Abe Kurnit 
oberty man for “Wish”), out- 
. Spene taee technician. 

Cclal_ awards were gi to 
B ro ven 
he Lillie, Danny Kaye and 

quity Community Theatre, 





= 





‘Devil & Webster’ Bows 
At Mass. Colony July 18 


Sturbridge, Mass., March 31. 


“Devil and Daniel Webster,” 
music drama by Stephen Vincent 
Benet and Douglas Moore, will be 
presented July 18 through Aug. 29 
as a feature of an annual festival 
te be held at Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage, a restored colonial commu- 
nity here. Folk musical will be 
staged in an openair theatre, with 
a professional cast including Clif- 
ford Harvuot, Adelaide Bishop and 
Luigi Vellucci. 

Elmer Nagy will stage the pro- 
duction, with Moshe Paranov mu- 
sical director and Alwin Nicolai 
choreographer. Operation is bud- 
geted at $70,000. 


R&H Backers 
Sore at Sluff 





Regular backers of Rodgers & | 


Joshua Logan 
shows are reportedly doing a quiet 
burn at the financing arrangements 


for two incoming productions, “Me 
and Juliet” and “Kind Sir.” Beef 
is that they've been excluded in 
the special capitalization setups of 


the two shows, both of which are 
rated promising b.o. bets in ad- 
vance, 


The disgruntled investors readily- 


admit that they have no legal or 
even specific moral ground for 
grievance, and that their feelings 
are purely disappointment at not 
being able to string along on hot 
prospects of successful author- 
management: cqmbos. Moreover, 
there’s no suggestion that they 
won’t be glad to go in on the next 
project of either Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein or Logan. But they still 
feel that they've been by-passed. 

In the case of the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical, “Me and 
Juliet,” the author-producers are 
getting $200,000 of the capital from 
RCA-Victor and putting up the bal- 
ance themselves. No outside back- 
ers are peing admitted, so there is 
no ground for charges of favorit- 
ism. But since regular R & H in- 
vestors have always been included 
in past productions, they were 
licking their monetary chops in an- 
ticipation of another cleanup on 
“Me and Juliet.” 


“Kind Sir,” to be produced by 
Logan, who will also direct, is be- 
ing financed entirely by him, au- 
thor Norman Krasna and costars 
Charles Boyer and Mary Martin. It 
is capitalized at $75,000, with na 
provisions for overcall. Backers 
of the current Logan-Theatre 
Guild production of “Picnic” were 
hoping to get in on the upcoming 
entry, which is slated for Broadway 
next fall.. However, they were 
specifically notified that investing 
in either “Picnic” or the Leland 
Hayward-Logan production of 
“Wish You Were Here” would not 
entitle them to inclusion in “Kind 
Sir.” 

Backer mutterings in the two 
cases recall the “Call Me Madam” 
situation of three years ago, when 
the Irv Berlin-Howard Lindsay- 
Russel use musical starring 
Ethel Merman was backed entirely 
by RCA-Victor, with the regular 
Hayward investors left out. 


‘APRIL’ DUE FOR REVISE; 
WAITING FOR N.Y. HOUSE 


Further tryout* bookings for 
“Date with April” (formerly titled 
“I Found April”) have been can- 
celled and the Kenneth Banghart- 
Diana Green production will lay 
off for revisions until a New York 
house is available. The George 
Batson comedy, starring Constance 
Bennett, was to have played Philly 
mext week, after laying off this 
week, 

Actors Equity has given permis- 
sion for the production to lay off 
for a maximum of eight weeks, but 
the management hopes to obtain a 
Broadway house and open within 
the next two weeks. 





Big Upbeat in Cincy 
Legit Sked This Year 


Cincinnati, March 31. 
Current season for stage shows 
is Cincy’s biggest in years. Shubert 
operations, including their own 
1,300-seat Cox and rentals at the 
2,500-seat Taft Theatre, are round- 


has been boosted by renting of the 
Cox for four weeks each by Stage, 
Inc., and Music Drama Guild, local 
groups. 

Last season there were only 10 
weeks of operation. Latest sched- 
uling by Noah Schechter, resident 
manager for the Shuberts, is Mar- 
garet Sullavan in “Deep Blue Sea’ 
at the Cox, week of April 20, 


Anne Baxter Set 
|For Readings Tour 


Hollywood, March 31. 








son in a program of dramatic read- 


supporting cast. 
project, producer Paul Gregory de- | 
nied reports that the screen actress | 
would replace Judith Anderson | 
next fall for the resumption of the 
tour of the current “John Brown’s 
Body,” costarring Tyrone Power | 
and Raymond Massey. 

According to the producer, Miss | 
Baxter will confer in England this | 
summer with Charles Laughton, 
who is to stage the offering, to pick | 
the selections to be read and the 
compositions for musical accom- 
paniment. The show is tentatively 
slated to go out next January, play- 
ing one-nighters but probably not 
appearing on Broadway. It will be | 
the first U. S. legit appearance for 
the film actress, who was on the 
London stage before coming to 
Hollywood. Miss Baxter and her 
mother leave next week for an ex- 
tended vacation on the Continent. 


Miss Anderson (as are Power 
and Massey) is signed for next 
season’s “Body” tour, Gregory 
adds, explaining that the show 
will open its regular bookings Sept. 
21 in Los Angeles, after a tuneup 
date in Santa Barbara. The choral 
group, directed by Richard White, 
will again be with the offering. 
“Body” is currently at the Cen-| 
tury, N. Y., but closes there April 
11 and will lay off this summer 
while Power and Massey fill screen 
commitments, 

Meanwhile, Gregory discloses 
that he’s also continuing discus- 
sions with Joan Crawford regard- 
ing a possible tour in a “reading” 
show. 


3 U.S. ORIGINALS IN 
LONDON ‘GUYS’ CAST 


London, March 31. 
There will be at least seven 
Americans in the cast of the Lon- 
don production of “Guys and 
Dolls,” which preems at the Coli- 


seum May 28 after a tryout week 
at Bristol. Proceeds of a pre-open- 
ing night will be donated to thea- 
trical charities. 


The U. S. contingent, with excep- 
tion of Sam Levene, is scheduled 
to arrive here April 13. Rehearsals 
begin that day for the British cast, 
with the Yanks participating a 
week later. 

In addition to Vivian Blaine in 
her original role of Adelaide and 
Sam Levene in his original part 
of Nathan Detroit, the Broadway 
lineup includes Jerry Wayne as 
Sky Masterson; Stubby Kaye in 
his original role of Nicely- 
Nicely; Johnny Silver in_ his 
original of Benny Southstreet; 
Tom Pedi, also an original as Harry 
the Horse; and Lew Herbert as 
Big Jule. 

All major roles, apart from that 
of Sarah Brown, have been filled, 
and the British cast includes Ernest 
Butcher, as Arvide Abernathy; 
Danny Green, as Joey Biltmore; 
Lou Jacobi, as Liver-Lips Louis; 
Robert Arden, as Angie the Ox; 
Gordon Needham, as Scanton Slim; 
and Laurie Webb, as Society Max. 

For the 48 parts in the produc- 
tion, Arthur Lewis has auditioned 
upwards of 3,500 British players. 
The show, as previously announced, 
is being presented by Broadway 


In revealing the | 














ing out a 27-week stretch which | 


Legit's Cliffhanging Headaches; 


Tough to Sell Those Topside Pews 





‘Illness Plagues ‘Wife’; 


Troupe Trekking East 


San Francisco, March 31. 

Charles Plummer has joined the 
“Constant Wife” troupe here as 
understudy for John Emery, who’s 
been in ill health the last couple of 
weeks, Jean Cameron (Mrs. Claude 
Horton) went on last week for Eva 
Leonard-Boyne, who was ill with 
flu. 





j}tion ends 
|Saturday (4) and heads for the 


background and possibly a small | 





sociation with Prince Littler. 


The Katharine Cornell produc- 
its local stand next 


northwest, after which it will head 
back east. It winds up its tour with 


la split week May 18-23 between | 
| Springfield, Mass., and New Haven. 
Anne Baxter will tour next sea-| That will . 
} years in the Maugham revival for 
: 4 |the star, who opened it at the 
ings of poems by Stephen Vincent | Central City (Col.) Festival in the 
Benet and others, with a choral | 


complete almost two 


summer of 1951. 





Enuff Stuff For 


‘Don of Can-Can 


“Can-Can,” Cole Porter - Abe 
Burrows musical trying out in 
Philly, is a b.o. sensation there. 
The Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin 
production set a local boxoffice 
record last week, getting $50,003 
for eight capacity performances at 
the 1,870-seat Shubert, and is an 
advance sellout for the remaining 
three weeks of the engagement. 
The show is due April 30 at the 
Shubert, N. Y. 


Having rolled up the biggest 
advance sale in Philly annals for 
its original three-week booking, 
“Can-Can” announced over the 
weekend that the stand would be 
extended an extra week to allow 
ample time for revisions. When 
the boxoffice opened at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday (30) for the added week, 
there was a line up Broad St. from 
the theatre, along Locust St. and 
around the corner into 15th St. 
Ticket sale for the day totalled 
$30,500, including 20% Federal tax 
and a small local levy. That’s 


| figured about $24,000 net over the 


windew during the day. At that 
rate, the final week will be sold 
out today (Wed.). 


With the. musical admittedly 
overlong, the principal problem is 
one of cutting. Besides liberal 
slicing of dialog, three songs have 
been eliminated, at least tempo- 
rarily. They include “Positively 
Pay You Next Monday” and “The 
Law,” from the first act, and “A 
Man Must His Honor Defend” from 
the second act. However, all three 
numbers went over well with the 
audience and their cutting was 
merely a matter of selection and 
balance, sg any of them may be 
reinstated. 

After the opening performance 
of the tryout, there was obviously 
so much extra material that co- 
producer Martin remarked that 
they might use the deletions for 
another show. A former Hollywood 
resident, the producer suggested, 
“We could call it ‘Son of Can- 


Can’.” 


Northampton, Mass., Tent 
Being Readied by Tuttle 


Musical tent may be operated this 
summer at Northampton, Mass., by 
former Broadway producer-direc- 
tor Day Tuttle. If the venture 
can’t be readied in time for this 
season, the plan is to go ahead def- 
initely for 1954. 

Tuttle, professor of dramatics at 
Smith College, will be producer 
of the operation, and Cornelius 
Cotter, who was manager for the 
first three years at St. John Ter- 
rell’s Lambertville (N. J.) Music 
Circus, will be general manager. 
The proposed site of the venture is 
Look Memorial Park, a publicly 
owned and privately operated spot 
near the center of town. 

Project is budgeted at $75,000, 
of which $60,000 has been raised. 
However, if a suitable tent can’t 
be obtained and other arrange- 
ments completed within the next 





producers Feuer & Martin, in as- a or so, the scheme will be 


shelved until a year hence, 


* Management of “Seven Year 
Itch,” which has played to solid 
capacity at the Fulton, N.Y., since 
opening last Nov. 19, has for some 
weeks been buying radio spot an- 
nouncements to hypo balcony 
trade. That’s a graphic example of 
how upstairs patronage, once a 
substantial part of legit revenue, 
is now steadily becoming tougher 
to draw. 

For all but a few shows of spe- 
cial appeal, such as classic revivals, 
balcony tends to be the slowest- 
selling ticket. That's particularly 
true of second-balcony, called the 
gallery at some houses. For almost 
any current hit on Broadway the 
topside locations are hvailable on 
shorter notice than the balcony 
and/or mezzanine. Hardest to get, 
jin many cases, are the top-scale 
orchestra seats. 

It’s a long-recognized fact that 
it’s virtually impossible to sell out 
a second balcony for a show unless 
the boxoffice pressure for a hit is 
| SO. great that prospective patrons 
| are unwilling to wait a few weeks 
|to obtain downstairs or first-bal- 


| 


|cony seats. In that case they buy 
| the upper locations on relatively 
| short notice. “Top-heavy” shows, as 
| the reverse used to be known, are 
| almost unheard of these days. Only 
i thing that keeps the situation from 
driving managements daffy is that 
the amount of unsold seats, at the 
reduced scale upstairs, represents 
a comparatively small margin of 
the total gross. 

Feeling among veteran company 
and house managers and boxoffice 


(Continued on page 92) 


Unions Miffed at ‘Snub’ 
By New ANTA Board; 
Membership to Be 69 


Unions are understood to be 
burned because they are not rep- 
resented, except for Equity, on 
the 63-member new board of di- 
rectors of American Nationa] The- 
atre & Academy, recently elected 
by 1,000 of the organization’s some 
2,200 members. Motion pictures, 
formerly represented by Spyros 
Skouras, are likewise not included. 

New board, widely-touted as 
“more representative” than the 
previous one, expands from 47 
members to 69, with the majority 
of those from the former board 
also present on the new one, ex- 
cluding those who were not nomi- 
nated or who, like Blevins Davis, 
refused to run. 

Some six more persons remain 
to be named to the board, by the 
63 just elected, and union repre- 
sentatives are prepared to claim 
some of these; however, there is 
also a feeling that these six seats 
are designated for VIP's, or more 
or less “honorary” members, who 
by name or action might help 
ANTA get the foundation grant it 
is seeking. 

Old hands on the new board, in- 
cluding Vinton Freedley, Helen 
Hayes, Clarence Derwent, Peggy 
Wood, Gilbert Miller, George 
Freedley, C. Lawton Campbell, 
Robert W. Dowling and Christian 
Westphalen, are among those rep- 
resenting the professional theatre 
and public on the board. There are 
18 reps of the professional theatre, 
chosen from 44 names nominated 
by Actors Equity. Next largest 
group is the 12-member “public” 
panel, chosen from 19 names nomi- 
nated by the old ANTA board. 
Ail but a few of these 30 are from 
New York and environs. Of the 
other members elected to the board 
nine represent educational theatre, 
nine community and children’s the- 
atre, and 14 the geographical re- 
gions of the country. 


HEIMAN PREPPING 2 
MUSICAL REVIVALS 


At least two musical revivals 
are planned for next season tour 
under the sponsorship of Marcus 
Heiman, president of United Book- 
ing Office. Complete financing for 
two productions is available. John 
Yorke is slated to be the actual 
producer and general manager of 
the operation, 

Out-of-town theatre managers, 
who would presumably participate 
in the backing of the shows, are be- 
ing queried for.their choice of ve- 
hicles, as are key-city critics. 
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Plays Out of Town 


The Pink Elephant 


New Haven, March 26. 
Eugene Paul and William I. Kaufman. 
with Blair Walliser, production of comedy | 
three acts (five scenes) by John G.. 


in 

Fuller, Features Steve Allen, Howard 
Smith? Jean Casto, Bruce . Hey- | 
wood Hale Broun, David ite. Pa 


y. Directed by Harry Eilerbe; setting 
and lishtin«. Ralph a costumes, | 
Guy Kent. At Shubert, New ven, March | 
26. °53; $3.60 top. j 


Betty Joel Wesley 


Richard Bannerman ...... Bruce Gordon ¢ 
Jerry Hiliet ......ccccsces- Steve Allen | 
pa eee Lee Krieger | 
Lee Meredith .........-+- Patricia Barry | 
Peasy Boyd ...ccccecceces Jean Cac‘tro 


Herb Anderson ...........- Arthur Tell 


Robert Evans ........... . Martin Torby 
Gilbert Parker ..........+::; David White 
Reporter seaade John O’H«re 
Henry C. Griffin Howard Smith 
Ed Giennen Haywood Hate “r-un 
Marcie Roslyn Valero 
Waiier Jon Richards 


Unless there’s a radical stepping | 
up of play values in “The Pink 
Elephant,” the sponsors will prob- 


ably find a pachyderm of a con- 
siderably lighter hue on _ their 
hands. 


Just as pink is a diluted shade 
of red, so, in its present status, is 
this one an example of watered 
stage fare. A three stanza affair, | 
which finally gets going in the 
third frame, almost wears out iis 
battery grinding the starter dur- 
ing the first two. 

Actually, this is not the type of 
play that makes too much sense 
from a siory viewpoint. Its theme 
can be dismissed with a mild shrug, 
which leaves it up to dialoz, situ: 
tions and plavings to carry the ba’l. | 
There’s a fair share of taient in 
each of these divisions, but not 
enough to swing a favorable de- 
cision. ‘ 

Nobody can criticize a guy for | 
trying. A man who will stick to 
writing 11 plays before he finally 
gets the 12th one produced rates | 
some sort of encouragement. That’s 
how things are with John Fuller, | 
author of “Elephant.” His present | 
work shows capability at writing | 
amusing lines, creating amusing | 
business and batting out amusing | 
situations. That these qualities | 
don't add up to a click at the mo-| 
ment is probably due to the fact | 
that they are spread out too thin. | 

Title refers to a somewhat hazy | 
attempt to hang a Communist-lean- 
ing tag on certain members of the 
G.O.P. national committee, in ses- 
sion at a special meeting in Kan- 
sas City. Theme concerns Jerry 
Elliot, ghost-writer for a G.O.P. 
bigwig, who is being challenged 
for the whiphand in running com- 
mittee affairs. In the scrivening 
end strictly for the dough, which 
he hopes will enable him to buy | 
a boat and sail the seas solo, El- | 
liot suddenly encounters Lee Mere- | 
dith, attractive young actress, prod- | 
uct of a swank finishing school. 


After a bit of imbibing, the two | 
wake up in Elliot’s bed, neither | 
knowing exactly what had trans-| 
pired during the night. In com- 
plications that follow, Lee’s ad- 
miration for Elliot turns sour when 
she points out to him. that he’s 
just a literary stooge with no mind 
of his own. To make the tale come 
out according to formula, author 
has Elliott tell his boss off and 





| McCowan, Russ Waller. Lew Davidson. 





then quit, only to be welcomed 


; 
back into the fold under terms 
more to his own liking. et 

Steve Allen, from TV and radio, | 
is making his legit bow here. As 
a vehicle, he might have made a 
more substantial choice, but as a) 
showcase, “Elephant” serves him 
okay, as it points up his stage 
presence and ease at tossing off | 
dialog. Patricia Barry, as the! 
young femme thesp, has consider- 
able appeal in her not-too-exciting 


Howard Smith does a good job. 


| as the blustery top G.O.P. commit- | 


teeman; Jean Casto is authentic as | 
Lee’s caustic fellow-trouper; Hey- | 
wood Hale Broun carves a neat 
niche for himself as a weasel-type 
concocter of insidious half-truths; 
Bruce Gordon makes the part of 
the politician’s right-hand man be- 
lievable: David White is suitable 
as the rival committeeman. 

Single set is an example of 
standout designing, showing three 
separate hotel rooms and a hallway 
all on a single level. It provides | 
for interesting playing in one, two 
or three units simultaneously. This 
factor, incidentally, puts a neat 
problem up to the staging, which | 
has been accomplished smoothly 
desnite inability of room occupants 
to sce each other. Bone. 


Nightmare Abbey 
Ottawa, March 24. 


Canadian Repertory Theatre presenta- 
tion of satire in two acts (six scenes), 
dramatized by Anthony Sharp from novel 
by Thomas Love Peacock. Direcied_ b; 
Amelia Hall. Set by Basil Armstrong. With 
William Glenn, Reginald Malcolm, George 


Sem Payne, Ian Fellows, Irvine Lerner, | 
William Shatner, Margaret Griffin. Bar- 
bara Cummings. At LaSalle Academy, 
Ottawa, March 21, °S3. | 





“Nightmare Abbey” seems a du- 
bious choice for here. A surprise | 
success in London last year and | 
here receiving its North American | 
preem, play has a heavily literary | 
flavor, except in one ve:y funny | 
second-act scene. It wouldn’t stand | 
a chance of pulling in general au-| 
dience anywhere on this side oi 
the water without a big-name cast. | 
Would be okay for university and | 
such specialized audiences, though. | 

Anthony Sharp’s dramatization | 
of what might be called a parody | 
of manners, by 19th-century novel- | 
ist Thomas Love Peacock, retains | 
huge portions of the book's dialog | 
intact. Occasional modernizatiors | 
improve it so much, that more of | 
that treatment might 
make it palatable to those not | 
steeped in social and literary his- 


phrasing of that day. 

Plot brings a mysterious black- | 
cloaked beauty to hide in the tow- 
er of Nightmare Abbey, a bur- 
lesque of the ‘stately homes of | 


| England. Its hyper-romantic scion 


finds himself torn between love for 
her and his former one-and-only, | 
loses both to other men, then) 
threatens suicide but reneges. 

Amelia Hall’s staging is very ef-| 
fective, considering script handi-| 
caps, and Basil Armstrong, former- | 
ly a set designer on several British | 


rib of the poet, Shelley, who was a 
friend of Peacock), ranges from 
okay to excellent. Barbara Cum- 
mings, beautiful bionde with some 
London West End experience, is 
a perfectly stylized woman of mys- 
tery. Other standouts are Ian Fel- 
lows, another actor with transat- 
lantic experience, as Mr. Listless; 

rge McCowan, as Mr. Glowry; 
and Reginald Malcolm, onetime 
London and Broeadway leading 


man. now living here, as Raven, | 


the Stygian butler. Gard. 


Equity Show 








'a Salavation Army officer, turn “a | Albus and William Roze 





Within These Gates 
(LENOX HILL, N. Y.) 

Sean O'’Casey’s “Within the 
Gates,” a moving drama of the 
“down and out,” is expressionistic, 
non-commercial and deserving of 
better treatment than it receives 
in the current heavy-handed, con- 
fused and unimaginative produc- 
tion by Equity Library Theatre. 

Direction by Sala Siaw seems to 
muddle’ what would otherwise be 





Legit Bits 


TV comic Steve Allen broke out 
with a flock of his characteristic 
ad libs during last weék’s break- 
in engagement of “Pink Elephant” 
in New Haven. Authe~ John Ful- 
ler reportedly wasn’t too happy 
about the liberties taken with his 
script, but most of the gags stayed 
in at subsequent performances 
. . . William Harris has withdrawn 


_as treasurer of the National, N. Y., 


| with 


to fill his annual stint at the track, 
Anna Hirsch stepping up 
from assistant to take over as 


|treasurer and Jerry Connell com- 


clear and muzzle what is eloquent. | 


The actors veer between acting 
realistically and swallowing poetry 
that should soar, and acting in a 
hollow kind of abstractionism that 


|makes sincerity look like preten- 


tiousness. If there is a new trend 
in drama towards free form, then 


i this exhibit of “Gates.” written in 
ithat fesm, is a warning that few 


directors today can cope with non- 
realism on the stage. 

Joanne Budill is effective about 
50% 
young girl, 


| 


of the time as the castoff 
whom a bishop, a| 


i 


dreamer, and an atheist are trying | 


to convert to their respective be- 
liefs. O’Casey gives them equally 
good arguments, but the acting is 
not equal. The dreamer comes off 
worst, as played by Robert Delano, 
whose performance lacks _ poetic 
feeling and does not rise to the 
lyricism O’Casey has written for 
it. On the other hand, Alfred 
Sandwina gives a quietly impres- 
sive interpretation of the atheist. 
Champ Reynolds is best of all in 
what is probably the most diffi- 
cult role, the bishop, sensitively 
bringing out both the human and 
spiritual qualities of the man. 


There is little of the effect of 
ensemble performance which this 
play demands, so the crowd scenes 
in the park where the action is 
set are confused. Therefore, Tom 
Bosley, James Greene, Constance 


possibly | Kelly, and Fritz Weaver are prob- | 


ably better than the caricatures 


they achieve here. Mary Bell as a 
tory, nor familiar with the stilted| depraved old woman, the girl's, 


mother, David Elliot as a strolling 
philosopher, Mary Boylan as a 
policewoman, and John Morley as 


some fine performances. Other a 


sets are Allan Gruener and James | erate the 


| 
| 


| Kay Hammend in “On Borrowed | 


ing in as assistant. 


Jose Ferrer is now talking about | 


Hepburn to costar as 
in his proposed produc- 


Audrey 
Ophelia 


tion of “Hamlet” next season, per-; 
haps after a tryout .at Edinburgh } 


prior to Broadway ... Clayre Rib- 
ner will be a production associate 
on “Masquerade” ... Text of 
Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” 
will be published today (Wed.) by 
Viking 
tres is 


about the swarm of mendicants | 


soliciting for “charity” in the 
Times Square, N. Y., area just at 
show time ... 
Ridgeley, for fall production on 
Broadway. 
Stan Brody 
“New Faces” on tour 
Slezak, male lead of “My 3 
Angels,” has rented the Ossining 
(N.Y.) home of Jose Ferrer, who 
staged the play ... Sol Jacobson 
is subbing as associate to press- 
agent Leo Freedman while Abner 


is pressagenting 


Klipstein vacations in the Virgin! 


Islands ... Playwright Eugene 


Lerner sails next week for an ex-'! 
tended trip to the Continent, dur- | 


ing which he’ll work on two scripts 
and ‘fio a pilot film for a tele series 
.. . Dorothy Patten has succeeded 


Time” ... Former producer David 


. .» League of N. Y. Thea-} 
again getting complaints | 


Elaine Perry has | 
|acquired “Angry Apes,” by Harry | 


. « Walter | 


in it. Owner of Sardi’s rest 

explains that he’s installing a 
enlarged kitchen and making other 
renovations in the establishment. 
counting on the dinner and after. 
theatre trade from the Cole Por. 
ter-Abe Burrows musical due 4: 
the Shubert, directly across 44:h 
Street, N.Y., to cover cost of the 
changes. “It better be a hit” he 
remarks, 


__ Pressagent Ned Armstrong tax. 
ing over from Carleton Miles on 
Mrs. McThing” in Chicago April 
6 . .William Tregoe, who did leads 
with Malcolm Atterbury’s Colonial 
Playhouse stock company in Al. 
bany, N.Y., this season, is sailing 
April 16 for a six-week tour of 
Britain and France...Dick Skin. 
mer to be company manager for 
“Evening With Will Shakespeare” 
ores next Monday (6) in Bos. 
on. 











Hurok May Run 


|e COmtinued from page 1 














Ser eae 
}sons. Casino has also lost coin 
in operations the past four years, 


and a hypo via ballet, opera and 
concert attractions at the Opera 
House, under a world-famed figure 
as overall director, is seen as anti- 
dote. 


If deal goes through, Hurok 
would prep two six-week seasons 
at Monte Carlo, at Easter and 
| Xmas time. These would call for 
presentations by either resident or 
touring opera and ballet com- 
panies, plus visiting symphs and 
solo artists. Opera House has only 
550 seats, but is considered a 
strong culutral shill for patrons, 
|who then spend the rest of their 
time at the Casino dining and 
gambling. . 
| From Hurok’s point of view, the 


| Heilweil is operating a Bat-a-Ball| arrangement would permit him to 


| 
| 


Florida . .. Robert 


game _ in 
company manager of 


Schnitzer, 


;}use some of his artists at Monte 
Carlo (his repping of most of his 


|“Camino Real,” will be in charge | talent is now confined to the U. S.), 
|of U. S. attractions at the Berlin | as well as other advantages accru- 


| Festival next September, for the) jng. 


| Beatrice Lillie and Victor Jory will U. S. next fall. 
|receive awards as the “most coop-| France and Monte Carlo. 


| 


| luncheon April 28 at Town Hall, | 


j 


| 


! 


third successive year. 

Donald Wolin plans a fall pro- 
duction of an untitled play by 
pressagent . James Proctor... 


erative stars” of the 1952 strawhat 
season at a Stock Managers Assn. 


N. Y. ... Broadway stage manager 
Robert Dowling was guest lecturer 
last Thursday (426) at the U. of 
Houston. He addressed a theatre 


Setup would only take two 
;months of his time each year. 
Hurok is in England at the moment 
| finalizing details for visit of Sad- 
| ler’s Wells Ballet of London to the 
Then he goes to 











| Out-of-‘Town’ 


| i——— Continued from page 89 ——— 





| course regularly taught by Joanna /| (le is also getting a weekly rental 


Houston ayhouse, 


who op-j for electrical 


equipment he has 


| supplied). Choreographer Donald 


Carew as argumentative men in| where his “Around We Go” is be-| Saddler got $2,000 advance and 
the street, but J. Talbor Holland is | ing tried out next week. 


hardly convincing as a virila gard- 


| ener. 


Gerald Savory has resigned as a 
TV director at station, WOR, 


Lehman Engel’s music is not in-| N. Y., to return as resident stager 
tegrated with the action. Likewise, | this summer of the Playhouse-in- 


the dancers are talented. 


choreography by Andora Hodgin 


but | the-Park, Philly ... 


| 
| 


Robert Rap- 
port is general manager, Jack Pot- 


hit films, catches the gagged-up is unimaginative. Peter Poor’s set | ter company manager, David Can- 
gloom in his single set, rearranged|is useful but creates no mood, | ter pressagent of “Pink Elephant” 


slightly for Act 2.. Lew Davidson | 


in the lead (originally written as a 


—$— SSS 


while Roger Willis’ costumes are 
a definite contribution. Vene. 
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| at Bromley. Her current play, now 
on British tour, is “The Uninvited | 





he says he’s got a big investment 


. . . Arnold Sundgaard has been 
commissioned to write a play com- 
memorating the 200th anniversary 
of Williamstown, Mass., being cele- 
brated this summer. The show 
will be presented early next fall 
... J. Myles Putnam will be pro- 


|draws three-fourths of 1% plus 
$100 weekly royalty, while Jerome 
Robbins got $1,000 advance and 
Albia Kavan, Saddler’s assistant, 
got $750 advance. 


The total author royalties are 
9.4% of the gross, but no individual 
breakdown is shown between 
original story writer Ruth McKen- 
ney, adaptors Joseph Fields and 
Jerome Chodorov, and the com- 
poser and lyricists, and no author 
advances are indicated. Scenic and 
costume designer Raoul Pene du 
Bois gets $150 weekly royalty. 





duction stage manager of “Mas- And on the basis of a comparison 


querade.” , 
Alice Venezky Griffin has re- 


| of different weeks’ grosses and 
cast payrolls, Miss Russell gets 


signed as publicity rep for the | 10% of the gross. 


American National 


Theatre & 


Weekly grosses and operating 


Academy to freelance as _ press- , net for the tryout tour were $30- 
agent and author. Her latest book,|985 for seven performances in 
“Living Theatre,” will be published | New Haven ($3,109 loss), $43,059 


April 16 by Twayne 
Barn Theatre, Vineland, Ont.., 
with “Angel On the Loose,” new 
comedy by Victor Clement and 


State, Washington, was married | 
last week to Jean Muckle, a non-, 
pro from London .. . Pending the} 
outcome cf her anti-trust suit, 
against the Shuberts, Syivia Seig- | 
ler has circularized members of) 
her Show-of-the-Month Club an-)| 
nouncing a return to the 1951 sub- 
scription rate ‘and asking them to | 
go along with the operation. 

Mary Hayley Bell, playwright 
wife of British actor John Mills, | 
has written a new play, “Foreign | 
Field,” set for tryout early April 


Guest,” starring Mills, Cathleen | 
Nesbitt and Joan Greenwood. 
Betty Bruce and John Tyers will 
head the cast in “Up in Central 
Park,” which tees off the 35th 
anni season of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn., at St. Louis with 
an 1l-night frame June 4. 
_ Restaurateur Vincent Sardi, Jr., 
isn’t a backer of “Can-Can,” but 


. . . Niagara | ($2,442 loss) and $42,806 ($489 


|loss} in Boston, and $44,715 ($2,+ 


,;opens a 30-week season April 10 720 loss) and $45,837 ($1,152 loss) 
tin Philly. 

| Francis Swann .. . Alan Schneider, 
‘resident director of the Arena/! 











ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 


perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 


© Railroad privileges for handing 
shows and theatrical luggoge. 

© Complete warehouse facilities! 

© Authorized-in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul anywhere i” 
U. $1 

© RATES ON REQUEST ! 


Atiantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 


601 East Sth Street 
Les Angeles 12, Calif. 
MUtval 8121 or OXford 9-4764 
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(hi B.0. Bearing Up Despite Lent; 
Madam’ $34,500, ‘Murder’ $13,800 





Chicago, March 31. +— 


j i eatres still are bear- 
_ chi legit ‘Veil in spite, of all the 
ing P penien. excuses. There are 
uN four attractions, at present, 
on three more are set for next 
but with three or four coming 
wethe rest of the month. Only 
a show moves on, Farfel Fol- 
nee which closed Saturday (28). 
el Animal,” which opened 
mee 93 at the Blackstone, was 
weeted by warm notices from all 
ailies. f 
= saeirs of State” comes into the 
Selwyn April 1. “Mrs. MeThing’ 
ttles down at the Erlanger Apri 
6 Jose Greco has a week at the 
Opera louse, beginning April 2 
Emlyn Williams also has a week 
at the Great Northern April 13. 
Estimates for Last hy ae 
Madam, Shubert (10th 
ae 2,100) (Stritch-Smith). 
<eeping toward the black ink with 
neat $34,500. 

Dial M For Murder, Harris (9th 
wk) ($4.40; 1,000) (Richard Greene). 
Also weathering the doldrums well 
with $13,800. 

Farfel Follies, Selwyn (4th wk) 
($4.40; 1,000). Not as well as pre- 
vious weeks’ due to lack of parties. 
Closed (28) with $16,000. 

Male Animal, Blackstone (ist 
wk) ($4.20; 1,535). Excellent re- 
views is giving this a brisk $14,200. 


Cornell $27,900, 
Mary’ $9,300, SF. 


San Francisco, March 31. 

“Gigi,” with Audrey Hepburn, 
will felight the Alcazar April 14. 
“The Constant Wife” will remain 
at the Curran until Saturday (4), 
to be followed Monday (6) by Em- 
lyn Williams and his Charles Dick- 
ens readings. Geary will offer 
“Point Of No Return” with Henry 
Fonda, April 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Constant Wife, Curran (2d wk) 
(C-$4.20; 1,775) (Katharine Cornell, 
Robert Fleming, John Emery). Up 








$26,000). 

John Loves Mary, Alcazar (3d 
wk) (C-$3.60; 1,147) (Jackie Cooper, 
Peggy Ann Garner, Marry Carey, 
Jr.). Slipped to $9,800 (previous 
week, $11,100). 

One Moment, Please’, Marines 
Memorial Theatre (8th wk) (R- 
$3.00; 640). Slipped to $3,000 (pre- 
vious week, a niee $3,500. 


‘Gc? MILD $14,300, L.A.; 
SCHWARTZ-‘SON’ $7,450 


Los Angeles, March 31. 

Past week was a dismal one for 
Los Angeles legit, with two pres- 
entations exiting after n.s.g. busi- 
ness. Emlyn Williams began a 
week of Dickens readings at the 
Bilimore Monday (30). 

Maurice Schwartz’ “Take Now 
Thy Son” folded Sunday night (29) 
and he opens with “It’s ‘Hard to 
Be a Jew” Thursday. a 

Estimates for Last Week 
Gigi, Biltmore (2d wk) (1,636; 
How a8 Rede sp for — 
inal week, for a r over 
take of $36,940. it 
Civie Play- 


Take Now Thy Son, 
house) (2d wk) (376: $3.60). Took 











_ in dull $2,750 second week, with 
about 60% capacity. Total for two 
‘ . +] e 
April’ $7,000, Pitt 
Pittsvurgh, March 31. 
Notices was too much for Con- 
stance Bennett in “I Found April” 
forge Batson wound up its pre- 
Broadway week at the Sizen vith 
iggomnelia Otis Skinner in “Paris 
4 ond two weeks of “Sta- 
lag 17” which follow may possibly 
hothing else in si - 
San of “New Faces” Mand “Pal 
oey 
<—sanashennnuaitlediaslnaiaine 
. * 9 
Paris $10,500, Cleve. 
Cleveland, March 31. 

8010 musical “Paris ’90,” 
’ " ot 
rt { in the Lenten aeuinun 

© 1.435-seat Hanna here. 

t is playing the Nixon, Pitts- 





weeks is dismal $7,450. 
Combination of Lent and bad 
overcome, and new play by 
under $7,000 
is PA ii) 
Bins Sesntrent, and “The Deep 
wind up the Nixon, since there’s 
to go straight to Chicago. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, in her 
a $10,500 gross at 
h, this week, 


“Evening with 


Current Road Shows 


(March 30-April 11) 
Affairs of State (Otto Kruger, 
Haila Stoddard, Irene Hervey, 
— Woods)—Selwyn, Chi. (1- 


Call Me Madam—Shubert, Chi. 
(30-11). 
<n — Shubert, Philly (30- 


Constant Wife (Katharine Cor- 
nell, Robert Flemyng, John Emery) 


—Curran, S. F, (30-4); Civic Aud., | 


San Jose 

(8-13). 
Deep Blue Sea (Margaret Sulla- 

van)—Nixon, Pitt. (6-11). 


Dial M for Murder (Richard 
Greene)—Harris, Chi. (30-6). 


Dickens Readings (Emlyn Wil- 
liams)—Biltmore, L. A. (30-4); Cur- 
ran, S. F. (6-11). 


Evening with Shakespeare (Mar- 
garet Webster, Eva LeGallienne, 
Faye Emerson, Basil Rathbone, 
John Lund, Viveca Lindfors)— 
Colonial, Boston (6-11). 

Fourposter (Jessica Tandy, Hume 
Cronyn)—Parsons, Hartford (6-8); 
Shubert, New Haven (9-11). 

Gigi (Audrey Hepburn)—Metro- 
politan, Seattle (30-11). 

Good Nite, Ladies — Erlanger, 
Buffalo (30-11). 

Guys and Dolls—American, St. 
L. (30-4); Music Hall, K. C. (5-8); 
Forum, Wichita (9-12). 

I Am A Camera (Julie Harris)— 
Wilbur, Boston (30-11). 

Maid in the Ozarks—Erlanger, 
Philly (30-4). 

Male Animal (Buddy Ebsen, Mar- 
tha Scott, Charles Lang)—Black- 
stone, Chi. (30-11). 

Masquerade — Court Square 
Springfield, Mass. (9-11). 

Men of Distinction — Locust, 
Philly (9-11). 

Mrs. McThing (Helen Hayes)— 
arr Detroit (30-4); Erlanger, Chi. 
(6-11). 2 
sts Faces—Shubert, Boston (6- 


(5); Mayfair, Portland 


Oklahoma—National, Wash, (30- 
11) 


Paris ’90 (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
-—Nixon, Pitt, (30-4); Shubert, 
Wash. (6-11). 

Pink -Elephant—Shubert, Wash. 
(30-4); Forrest, Philly (6-11). 

Point of No Return (Henry Fon- 
da)—Music Hall, K.-C. (30-4); 
Geary, S. F. (6-11). ~ 

School for Brides—Shubert, De- 
troit (6-11). 

Shakespeare Readings—Colonial, 
Boston (6-11). : 

South Pacific (Janet Blair, Webb 
Tilton) — Memorial Aud., Louis- 
ville (30-4); Taft Aud., Cincy (6- 


11). 

Stalag 17—Colonial, Boston (30- 
4); Playhouse, Wilmington (6-11). 

Tobacco Road — Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (6-11). 

Top Banana (Phil Silvers)—Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis (30-11). 

te Cargo — Majestic, Boston 

(6-11). 


‘Melody’ Wins Permanent 
Roost at Toronto Fair 


Toronto, March 31. 

With a five-year lease and five- 
year renewal option, first theatri- 
cal venture to secure that long- 
sought, coveted contract of per- 
manent setup at the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition is “Melody Fair.” 
Producers Leighton K. Brill and 
Ben Kamsler, plus a group of To- 
ronto socialite stockbrokers, saw 
their theatres-in-the-round innova- 
tion in Canada grossing some $240,- 
000 last summer for 12 weeks of 
musicals at $3.50 top. Sequel to 
lengthy undercover negotiations, 
this announcement was made over 
the weekend by Hiram McCallum, 
general manager of CNF. 

“Melody Fair” was previously at 
midtown Dufferin Park for two 
successful seasons, but expansion 
of b.o. returns necessitated a move, 
according to trade talk. The seat- 
ing capacity will be upped from 
previous 1,640 to 1,900; the season 
extended from 12 to 14 weeks. 


‘Pink’ $6,300, New Haven 


New Haven, March 31. 

Preem of “Pink Elephant” at the 
Shubert last week (26-28) did fair 
enough night biz but hit a weak 
matinee. At $3,60 top, four shows 
pulled an approximate so-so $6,300. 
Next eT a a be 
April 9-11. Also ; 
Evening Will Shakespeare’ 








(17-18). 


Greco $10,200 in Cincy, 
Minneapolis Diyvy 
Minneapolis, March 31. 

Although they garnered the most 
lavish critics’ praise of any attrac- 
tion this season, Jose Greco and 
his Spanish dancers wound up with 
only $6,200 for their five nights 
and one matinee at $3.60 top in the 
1,859-seat Lyceum. Lent and tough 
Shipstad-Johnson “Ice Follies” op- 
position might have been factors. 
It was the troupe’s first local ap- 
pearance. 

Greco played a Sunday matinee 
and night (22) in Cincinnati prior 
to opening in Minneapolis Tuesday 
night (24). Two-performance gross 
was $4,000, giving the show $10,200 
for . the six-night, two-matinee 
week. 


‘Camera’. $19,900, 
Poster 106, Hub 


Boston, March 31. 

Newcomer, “I Am a Camera,” 
at the Wilbur, was the big noise 
here last week, with ‘“Fourposter,” 
in finale of a three-week stand at 
the Shubert, and “Stalag 17,” in 
its fourth frame at the Colonial, 
trailing. 

“An Evening with Will Shake- 
speare,” with John Lund, Basil 
Rathbone, Eva Le Gallienne, Faye 
Emerson, Margaret Webster and 
Viveca Lindfors, bows into the Co- 
lonial April 6 for a one-week en- 
gagement. “New Faces” is also 
slated to open the same night at a 
currently unannounced theatre, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fourposter, Shubert (3d wk) 
($4.20; 1,700) (Cronyn-Tandy). Fi- 
naled with near $10,000. House is 
dark, 

I Am a Camera, Wilbur 4ist wk) 
($4.20; 1,200) (Julie Harris). Nifty 
$19,900. 

Stalag 17, Colonial (4th wk) 
($4.20; 1,500). Dipped to mild $8,- 
300. Final week is current, 


‘Dolls’ Sock $45,000; 
Take It’ 116, St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 31. 

“Guys and Dolls” has wheeled 
into its fourth and final frame and 
natives are still mobbing the b.o. 
for ducats. Gross for third frame 
ending Sunday (2%) was a sock 
$45,000. Manager Paul Beisman 
has rented the opera house in the 
Henry W. Kiel (municipal) audi- 
torium for the one-week frame of 
“South Pacific” that tees off April 
20. House is scaled to $4.27 for the 
piece. 

Gene Lockhart in “You Can't 
Take It With You” copped plaudits 
from the crix and piece wound up 
a one-week frame at the Empress 
Sunday (29) with $11,000 at the 
usual $2.50 top. 


Ballet Theatre $33,400 
For Seven in Split Week 


Ballet Theatre racked up a sock 
$33,400 for seven performances in 
a split stanza last week. These in- 
cluded a Sunday matinee (22) in 
St. Louis; Des Moines, Monday; 
Davenport, Tuesday; Burlington, 
(Ia.) Wednesday; Madison, Thurs- 
day, and Milwaukee, Friday-Satur- 
day. Troupe hit capacity in several 
spots. 

After a Sunday (29) in Chicago, 
troupe is again doing a week of 
split stands. : 

















Surprise in Chi 
Chicago, March 31. 

What was originally down in the 
booking sheet as a train wait be- 
tween Chicago and Minneapolis 
turned out to be one of the most 
rofitable ballet engagements here. 
ohn Charles Gilbert, manager of 
the Opera House, noticed that Bal- 
let Theatre had a Sunday and 
Monday open befcre going into 
Minneapolis tonight (31). Gilbert 
snagged the troupe and did two 
SRO performances Sunday, the 
matinee doing $7,700 and the eve- 
ning $10,300. Monday night (30) 
was another SRO. 

Advance for the six day stand 
of Jose Greco, who comes in Aprii 
7, has reached $30,000. 


-_ , — hed 
‘Point’ 286 in Split; 
Omaha, March 31. 
Henry Fonda's “Point of No Re- 
turn” picked up a hefty $14,600 in 


four performances for three days, 
March 23-25, at the Paramount 
Theatre here. The 3,000-seater was 





_|top sealed at $4.20. 


Second half of week, with four 
shows in Des Moines, play pulled 
$13,400, for total of $28.000 on the 
week. 





hit the skids last week. Condi- 
tions at nearly all shows deterio- 
rated from the previous week’s se- 
so levels, with two of the three 
current two-for-one entries even | 
feeling the downbeat. The drop) 
in ng case was more than $7,000 | 
below the previous week. Only 
shows to go clean at all perform- 
; ances last week were “Seven Year | 
Itch” and “Wonderful Town.” 

Trade is due to be poor most of 
this week. Added to the inevita- 
ble Holy Week slowdown, Pass- | 
over discouraged attendance Mon- 
day night (30) and was expected | 
to have an almost equally negative 
effect last night (Tues.). A sharp 
uptown is figured likely starting | 
Friday night (3) and trade should 
be brisk all next week. After that, 
the general trend will probably be 
ser downward through next 

uly. 

Last week’s only closing was 
“New Faces,” which is touring. 
Scheduled shutterings include 
“John Brown’s Body,” April 11, 
and “Pal Joey,” April 18, but sev- 
eral other shows are uncertain bets 
to continue. This week’s only | 
epening is “Horses in Midstream,” 
due tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Mu- 
sical Drama), O (Opera). | 

Other parenthetic designations | 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number -f seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 


Camino Real, National (2d wk) 
(D-$4.80-$6; 1,172; $30,000). First 
full week, on Theatre Guild sub- 
scription, almost $17,800 (previous 
week, $13,900 for four regular per- 
formances and one preview). 

Children’s Hour, Coronet (15th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,027; $28,378). Near- 
ly $15,000 on twofers (previous 
week, $14,700). 

Crucible, Beck (10th wk) (D-$6- 
$4.80; 1,214; $31,000). Over $21,800 
(previous week, $21,500). 

Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(22d wk) (D-$4.80;° 1,062; $30,377) 
(Maurice Evans). Over $30,200 
(previous week, $30,400). 

Evening with Beatrice Lillie, 
Booth (26th wk) (R-$6; 739; $24,- 
184) (Beatrice Lillie). With the star 
out ill one night, the show drew 
almost $17,600 for seven perform- 
ances ‘previous week, $18,100). 

Fifth Season, Cort (10th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 1,056; $25,639) (Menasha 
Skulnik, Richard Whorf). Nearly 
$25,100 (previous week, $25,200). 

Fourposter, Golden (75th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 769; $19,195) (Sylvia 
Sidney, Romney Brent). Over 
$8,000 on twofers (previous week, 
$9,100), 

Guys and Dolls, 46th St. (123d 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,904). 
7 $32,700 (previous week, $33,- 








Hazel Flagg, Hellinger (7th wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1,527; $53,000) ‘(Helen 
Gallagher; Thomas Mitchell, Benay 
Venuta, John Howard). Over $47,- 
700 (previous week, '$48,800). 

John Brown’s Body, Century 
(6th wk) (D-$6-$4.80; 1,645; $43,- 
060) (Tyrone Power, Judith Ander- 
son, Raymond Massey). Nearly 
$26,300 (previous week, $30,000); 
closing April 11. 

King and I, St. James (105th 
wk) (MD-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) (Yul 
Brynner). Over $43,900 (previous 
week, $45,000). 

Love of Four Colonels, Shubert 
(llth wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1,361; $39.- 
000) (Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer). 
Almost $24,600 (previous week, 
$32,000). 

Mid-Summer, Vanderbilt (10th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 720; $18,500) (Mark 
Stevens, Geraldine Page). About 
$9,000 (previous week, $11,000). 

Misalliance, Barrymore (6th wk) 
(C-$3; 1,060; $24,996). Nearly $11,- 
100 (previous week, $10,900). 

Moon Is Blue, Miller (108th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) ‘(Donald 
Cook, Barry Nelson, Janet Riley). 
Almost $9,900 on twofers (previous 
week, $11,000). 

My 3 Angels, Morosco (3d wk) 
(C-$6-$4.80; 912; $26,000). Nearly | 
$21,800 (previous week, $21,900). 

New Faces, Royale (46th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). Nearly $19.- 
300 (‘previous week, $16,800); 
closed last Saturday night (28) 
after 365 performances, with a 
profit of about $10,000 on its $134,- 
000 investment; is tourigg under | 
eo of Walter P. Chrys- 
er. Jr. 





Time, 





On Borrowed 
(7th wk) (CD-$4.80; 925; $22,297) 





48th St. | 


Bway Takes Lenten Header Again: 
‘Camino’ $17,800 First Wk. on Guild, 
Porgy $39,900, ‘ 


Anticipating the traditional Holy | 
Week slump, Broadway generally | 


Angels’ Big $21,800 


(Victor Moore, Leo G. Carroll, 
Beulah Bondi). Almost $9,100 
(previous week, $10,900). 

Pal Joey, Broadhurst ‘65th wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1.160; $29.602) (Vivi- 
enne Segal, Harold Lang). Near- 
ly $24,300 (previous week, $25,300); 
closing April 18, to tour. 

Picnic, Music Box (5th wk) (CD- 
$6-S4.80; 1,012; $27,000). Almost 


| $25,500 (previous week. $76.200). 


Porgy and Bess, Ziecfeld (2d wk) 
(O-$6: 1,628; $48,244), Nearly 
$39.900, excluding 20° retained 
by non-profit instead of being re- 
mitted to Government (previous 
wéek, $38.100). 


Seven Year Itch, Friton (19th 
|wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1.063: $24.400) 
i(Tom Ewell). Almost $24,700 
(previous week, $24.700). 

South Pacific, Me-iestic (206th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1.659: $50.186) 
(Martha Wright, Georve Britton), 
Nearly $32,300 (‘previous week, 
$32.600). 

Time wf the Cuckoo, Empire 


(24th wk) (CD-$6-$4.80; 1.082; $25,- 
056) (Shirley Booth). Over $14, 
700 (previous week. $14.600). 

Time Out for Ginzer, Lyceum 
(17th wk) (C-$4.80; 995: $22.845) 
(Melvyn Douglas). A'most $12,000 
(previous week, $13 600), 

Wish You Were Here, !mperial 
(40th wk) (MC-87.20; 1.400; $52,- 
080). Over $40,500 (previous week, 
$46.300). 

Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 
den (5th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.510; 
$55.200) (Rosalind Russell). Over 
$54.100, with the gross limited by 
partv commissions (previous week, 
$53,600). 

OPENING THIS WEEK 

Horses in Midstream, Royale 
(CD-$4.80; 1.035; $27,100) (Cedrick 
Hardwicke, Diana Lynn, Lili Dar- 
vas). Gilbert Miller and Donald 
Oenslager production of play by 
Andrew Rosenthal; opens tomor- 
row night (Thurs.). 


‘Okla.’ Big $29,300, 





Horses $6,109,D.C. 


Washington, Mareh 31. 

“Oklahoma,” still going strong 
after 10 years, drew a sock $29,300 
through the gates of the National 
Theatre here last week. Its sched- 
uled three-week run was promptly 
stretched to four weeks. 

At the Shubert, “Horses In Mid- 
stream,” struggling to get into 
shape for a quick New York open- 
ing this week, attracted only $6,- 
100 worth of paying customers for 
the second and last week of its lo- 
cal run. “Pink Elephant” came 
into the Shubert last night (Mon.), 





‘PACIFIC’ SOCK $42,400 


IN CHARLESTON, W. VA. 


Charleston, W.Va., March 31. 

“South Pacific,” still doing big 
business in small towns, pulled a 
whacking $42,400 last week at the 
3,517-seat Municipal Auditorium 
here. This is a one-nighter for 
most shows. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein musical, 
with Janet Blair and Webb Tilton 
costarred, is at the Memorial Au- 
ditorium, Louisville, all this week. 


‘McThing’ $26,800, Det.; 
‘White Cargo’ $11,000 


Detroit, March 31. 

Helen Hayes proved as potent a 
drawing card as ever, with “Mrs. 
McThing” doing a strong $26,800 in 
Fs first of a fortnight’s stay at the 

ass. 

“White Cargo” grossed a poor 
$11,000 at the Shubert, which re- 
lights April § with “School for 
Brides.” 


‘State’ $8,500, Cincy; 
‘Tobacco’ Slim $4,800 


Cincinnati, March 31. 

“Affairs of State” grossed a 
sorry $8,500 last week in the 1,300- 
seat Cox Theatre at $3.69 top. Otto 
Kruger replaced eorge Brent 
Thursday night (26) in the com- 
pany, which has Haila Stoddard, 
Irene Harvey and Donald Woods 
in other major parts. 

Pre-Easter slump also hit a “To- 
bacco Road” troupe in the indie 
Emery Auditorium, 2.175-seater 
which got a slender $4,800 on eight 
performances. Top was $2.69 on 
sprinkling of two-for-one paper. 
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The White Carnation 


Londen, Mare 22 
H. M. Tennent, C.. prese Oo 
comedy in two acts by Rt Cc. Sherriff. 


ita Ralph Richardson. _ Directed, by 
Reet ee. x bear ~ 2g Theatré, Lon- 
don, Mare » “Sae oP. » ; 
.....- Ralph Richardson 
John Greenwood “oe ern 


Lady Mary ......-+s++++-+: * 

Lydia Truscott ...........Meriel_ Forbes 
Mr. Pendlebury Harcourt Williams 
Sir Horace Duncan .Colin Gordon 


sewer 


Dr. MacGregor .......-Lockwood West 
Constable Thompson ....Camphbell Singer: 
Sgt. Phillips .......-++-++++- John Boxer 
Mrs Carter .......-++-0+.:.- Ann Wilton 
Mr. Gurney .......++.- Frederick Piner 
Major Howard .....Michael Nightinzale 
Mrs. Howard seus Frances Clare 
Sir George Wallace ....Kenneth Edwards 
Lady Wallace .+e..--- Edith Savile 
Tony Dale ...Peter Wigzell 
Cynthia Gillian Howell 





Plays Abroad = 





Although it has an original open- | 


ing and closing, this rather heavy- 
weight comedy sags somewhat in 


bound spirit, it lacks the frivolous 
spirit of Noel Coward’s 
Spirit,” and nrakes a very earthy 
ghost of the leading character. 


M@islodged when he receives an ul- 


'to make him appreciate and ac- 


less white flower digs his toes in 
for an indefinite stay: He is only 


timatum from the powers that be 
notifying him that the house is to 
be demolished for the erection of a 
block of flats. - 

A clever transformation scene 
emerges from a darkening stage, 
when on the anniversary of the 
fateful party, the room returns to 
its early festivity to the sound of 
the guests chatting and drinking. 
The host then realizes that his 
brief return to earth was intended 





knowledge the love and devotion of 
his wife, whom he had constantly 
snubbed and secretly despised. In} 


the flashback to the few seconds | 


| before the bomb explosion, this is 
: 2 - | touchingly revealed. 
the middle. Dealing with an earth- | 


“Blithe | 


There are some amusing situations | 


and plenty of sly digs at govern- 
mental procedure in circumstances 


| 
| 


for which there is no precedent. | 


It will not have the same general 
appeal of R. C. Sherriff’s last piay, 
“Home At Seven,” in which Ralph 
Richardson also starred. This will 
largely depend upon his *individ- 
ual drawing power. Its chances in 
the U. S. would be slim. 


The central figure is a wealthy 


| 
| 
| 


stockbroker who finds himself shut | 


out by the slamming. of his front | 


door while he is seeing off his 
guests after a Christmas party. Un- 
able to make anyone hear, he 
breaks a glass panel and finds him- 
self in a dirty, dismantled room. 
He tells an investigating police of- 
ficer that it is his own home, but 
is informed the house has been 
uninhabited for seven years since 
it was blitzed in an air raid when 
all the occupants were killed. His 
emphatic refusal to accept this fact 
causes an increasing embarrass- 
ment to doctor, clergy, police and 
housing authorities. 

All efforts to coax the spectral 
visitor to vacate the premises are 
fruitless, and much of the play's 
lighter moments revolve on the 
variety of means brought to bear 
to achieve this end.‘ Furniture, 
books and a watchguard are pro- 
vided and the householder still 
wearing his dress clothes and age- 





Richardson alternates between 
bewilderment and the _ irritated 
petulance of a thwarted child. He 
erdows the role with a maximum 
of expression and sincerity in ‘his 
own inimitable _ style. Meriel | 
Forbes is charming and easy as a | 
sympathetic neighbor whose un-| 
derstanding and innocent com-| 
panionship help to make the phan- , 
tom’s borrowed time tolerable. 

Among the minor characters, 
Colin Gordon shines as a _ tape- 
bound bureaucrat, as does Har- 
court Williams as a tolerant, easy- 
going priest. Frederick Piper is 
a commercially-minded cop. Play 
is well directed by Noel Willman. 

Clem, 


| 
} 





Airs on a Shoestring 
Edinburgh, March 21. 


Laurier Lister presentation of revue, 
with lyrics by Michael Flanders, Nicholas 
Phipps. Jack Gray, Hugh Martin, Char- 
lotte Mitchell, David Climie, Jimmy Wil- 
son, Madeleine Dring, Jerry Mann, Joyce 
Grenfell, Justin Richardson, Lindsay 
Kyme, Lionel S. Harris: sketches by James 
Dyrenforth, Richard Waring, Mary Dunn; 
music by Donald Swann, Geoffrey Wright, 
Hugh artin, Madeleine Dring, John 
Pritchett, Arthur Benjamin, Charles Zwar, 
Dolores Claman. Staged by Alfred Rodri- 
gues. Stars Max Adrian, Moyna Fraser, 
Sally Rogers, Betty Marsden. At Lyceum 
Theatre, Edinburgh. 





New revue, in 34 scenes, has a 
cast cleverer than some of the 
material it is called on to use 
but achieves fairly good standard 
of wit and polish generally, despite 
several sketches that don’t click. 
Show, badly -titled, has been writ- 

(Continued on page 93) 
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“Schwartz is definitely O.K. 
as the celebrated Nathan De- 
troit, proprietor of ‘the oldest 
established, permanent float- 
ing crap game in New York’.” 

Russell McLaughlin 
DETROIT NEWS 


“Schwartz warmed into his 
role with remarkable ease to 
the delight of a large, appre- 
clative audience. He is a re- 
markably assured and confi- 
dent performer.” 

Leonard Mendlowitz 
PITTSBURGH SUN- 
TELEGRAPH 











SAM SCHWARTZ 


in the National Company 


“GUYS and DOLLS” 


Currently AMERICAN THEATRE, St. Louis 
Thanks to FEUER & MARTIN 


“Sam Schwartz makes an 
ideal Nathan Detroit, the dice- 
_game operator who is betwixt 
and between love of the domi- 
noes and a sweet doll named ~ 
Miss Adelaide.” 
Walter Stevenson 
THE DETROIT TIMES 


“Sam Schwartz’s portrayal of 
Nathan Detroit, the operator 
of the oldest established, per- 
manent, floating crap game in 
New York, is Runyonesque to 


the core.” 
Herbert L. Monk 


ST. LOUIS GLOBE- 
DEMOCRAT 


















* 
STARRING 


NATHAN 
DETROIT 
* 








Balanchine Set to Stage 
‘War and Peace’ Opera 


George Balanchine, Broadway 
and ballet director who did his 
first opera staging job this winter 
with Stravinsky’s ‘“Rake’s Prog- 
ress,” at the Met Opera, in N. Y., 
has been inked for his second 
opera stint. He’ll stage Prokofiev's 
“War and Peace” for the Maggio 
Musical Festival, in Florence, in 
May. " 

This will be first appearance out» 
side of Russia of the opera which 
Prokofiev (who died last month) 
composed to the famed Tolstoy 
novel. 





The Met had planned to| 


present it in N. Y. this season; but | 
dropped the idea because of pro- | 


duction difficulties. Balanchine is 


now in Italy staging ballets at La | 


in Milan. He'll 


in June. 


Feud Vs. Critics 


Scala, 
N. Y. 























recalled, and the opening perfor- 


Continued from page 88 game | 


return to | 


Legit’s Cliffhanging 


Continued from page 83 











| men is that the marked shift of 
| audience preference away from the 


top-balcony seats represents the 
patronage lost a generation ago to 
talking pictures and never re- 
gained. Fact that the upper-deck 
trade is notably heavier Friday and 
more particularly Saturday nights 
is figured substantiation of this 
theory. 

Whatever the reason, lively sec- 


ond balcony patronage is now the) vention Hall, 


exception rather than the rule, al- 


most as passe as the once familiar} mer will offer legitimate and m 


playgoer willing to sit in boxes. 
Except for the absolutely solid 
smashes and for premieres, few 








| 


| sical plays at the Gateway The. 


Gabor Preems ‘Atlantic: — 
City’s Off-Season Legit 


Atlantic City, Marc 

For the frst time since Ri. 
’20’s, this resort will get Out-of- 
season legitimate theatre when 
Magda Gabor opens next Monday 
(6) in “The Play’s the Thing” jin 
pag sonar ty Quarterdeck The. 
atre, locate st off th r 
in midcity. veer ewaik 

Ezra Bell, owner of Hotel Mor. 
ton, heads the city’s Saliterinn, 
commission which manages (Con. 
and is pres of the 
Gateway Corp., which this sum. 


u- 


| atre in suburban Somers Point. He 


| shows ever sell out all the boxes | 


these days. The top-deck, once the | 


haunt of hand-holding young cou- 


| ples on lean budgets, shows signs 


mance of the touring troupe in| 


Chicago was a backstage shambles, | 


it’s reported. ~ 
Crix Go Overboard? 
Nevertheless, there is an almost 


unanimous feeling in New York |) 
| there 


managerial circles that the Chicago 
critics seemingly go overboard in 
picking touring shows to pieces, 
The situation in Chicago obviously 
differs from that in other road 
cities, where touring shows play 
only one-week or two-week stands. 
In Chi, where a successful run may 
extend many months, unfavorable 
reviews ere a much more serious 
matter than elsewhere, 

For that reason, it has been sug- 
gested that, besides following the 
fairly frequent procedure of hold- 
ing intensive rehearsals to brush 


| 


| 


of ultimately becoming almost 
equally unpopular. 


Sell Better For More 


An extreme example of public | 


early in the run of “Mister Rob- | 


erts,” at the Alvin, N.Y. The man- 


| agement scaled & couple of rows at | 


| North Carolina Outdoor 


the top of the house at $1.20, with | 


everything else going from $2.40 to 
$4.80. The $1.20 seats invariably 
were sold last, occasionally being 
the only locations empty. Moreaver, 


mands for refunds of $1.20 tickets, 
because of claims ef poor visibility 
and audibility, 

So after a few weeks, the $1.20 
tickets were discontinued and the 


| 
| 


is convinced that the calibre of his 
attractions will make this ventura 
a paying one for the 20-week 
son planned. 

Jonathan Dwight, who last sum. 
mer operated the Gateway Theatre 
is producing the plays, while 
Max Fischer is director. Rex Part- 
ington supports Miss Gabor. Sec. 


Sea- 


reluctance to buy the bottom-price | 97d bill, “Three Men on a Horse,” 


seats was offered several years ago, | 


week of April 13, will star Natalie 
Craveth. 





Drama Preps 2d Season 
Greensboro, N. C., March 21. 
“Horn in the West,” Kermit 


were always abnormal de-| Hunter’s outdoor drama, will open 


| its second summer season June 26 


jentire rear of the balcony was| 
| priced at $2.40. Thereafter, there | 
| was markedly less resistance to 


| 
| 
| 








| 
| 


purchase of the same couple of 
rows. Moreover, the volume of re- 
fund demands for patrons in those 
locations also declined abruptly. 
In, other words, the public pre- 
ferred to pay $2.40 rather than 
$1.20 for the seats, and was more 


up the playing before the Chicago | satisfied occupying them at that 


openings, some arrangements 


should be made to play preview | 


price. 
In general, the second balcony 


performances there to give shows | tends to be easier to sell if it has 
time to shake down smoothly be-|the same entrance, mostly through 
fore being covered. The idea would | the main lobby, as the first bal- 
be to sell the previews to paying | cony and mezzanine. For some rea- 


audiences, as in New York, so as|son, patrons seem to resist having 


not to lose receipts by staying dark | to go outside to reach the upstairs 


or holding re-rehearsals. 


In the case of the Shubert move 
to have critics cover second-nights, 
it’s figured that the action tended 
to be arbitrary and lacking reason- 
able explanation and tact. Appar- 
ently the only advance notice of 
the action was a letter some days 
previously from Shubert to Claudia 
Cassidy, critic of the Tribune. Miss 
Cassidy printed the long complaint 
in her drama column Sunday (29). 

First actual word of the move 
was when Charles Washburn, ad- 
vance man for the touring ‘“Af- 
fairs of State,” which opens to- 
night (Wed.) at the. Selwyn, Chi- 
cago, visited offices of the four lo- 
cal dailies to reveal Shubert’s or- 
ders. He offered complimentary 
tickets for tomorrow’s (Thurs.) 
second-night, but these were re- 
fused. Papers immediately bought 
seats for their critics to cover the 
opening, and played up the story 
on the front pages. 

With minor changés in the in- 
troductory paragraph in different 
editions, the Shubert letter to Miss 
Cassidy said in part: 


“For a great many years you 
have been on the various news- 
papers in Chicago, and now while 
on one of the leading newspapers 
in the country, you have unfavor- 
ably criticized all of the plays that 
have come to Chicago. is 


“I do not think it is your inten- 
tion to close up plays and I know 
that you are not antagonistic, but 
the practice in Chicago has not 
helped having bad criticisms. We 
have tried very hard, giving the 
producers all sorts of arguments 
and in some cases having to guar- 
antee them against loss to come 
and play Chicago. 


“I can only see one thing that 
might alleviate the situation— 
‘openings in Chicago should be for 
the public, and the people writing 
for the newspapers should see the 
play on Tuesday nights instead of 
Monday nights. Monday should be 
for the opening — wherein any- 
thing happening could be rectified 
then, so the specialists of the the- 
atre who have to write for same 
should see that we do not have a 
repetition of ‘Paint Your Wagon.’ 
_ “I hope you will take this letter 
in the spirit in which it is written 
because I know the reason for not 





getting plays produced in Chicago.” 


| sections of the house, possibly be- 








| 


according to William Hardy, gen- 
eral manager. The play will be 
presented in the Daniel Boone 
Theatre, ‘near Boone, every night 
except Mondays through Sept. 7. 
A special performance is to be 
given on Labor Day. 

In its first season last summer, 
“Horn in the West” played to an 
audience of more than 55,000 per- 
sons. Hardy said a number of 
changes have been made by play- 
wright Hunter. Thomas Nichols, 
musical director apd composer, 
has revised the musfal score com- 
pletely. Kai Jurgensen, director of 
the drama, is now in the process 
of- selecting actors and actresses 
for the cast of nearly 100. 





Scheduled B’way Openings 


Horses In Midstream, Royale, 





cause it makes them feel conspicu- | April 2. 


ous as lower-priced customers, and 


rate, the top-deck seats are apt to 
be more acceptable 
|through the lobby. It makes little 
| difference whether the section is 
known as the second balcony or 
gallery (or, as has occasionally 
been attempted, some other desig- 
nation). 

Broadway theatres having second 
| balconies or galleries, with the ca- 
pacities of the latter, include Cort 
(281 seats), Lyceum (252), Empire 
(269), 48th Street (205), Fulton 
(190), Miller (200), City Center 
(800), Playhouse (225), St. James 
(326) and Shubert (335). 





Ft. Wayne Boosts Opera 
Offerings to 5 in ’53 

Fort Wayne, March 31. 
Fort Wayne Light Opera Festi- 
val, Inc., has announced a pro- 
gram of five offerings, in 15 per- 
formances for its 1953 season in 
the 2,090-seat open-air theatre at 
Franke Park here. Last year’s sock 
success, when the shows hit capa- 


more productions this coming 
year, according to Lou Culp, busi- 
ness manager. e 

The 1953 repertory and dates 
are: “Student Prince,” June 19-21; 
“Kiss Me Kate,” July 10-12; 
“Chocolate Soldier,” July 24-26; 
“Bloomer Girl,” Aug. 14-16, and 
“Blossom Time,” Aug. 28-30. 

Albert. K. Germanson, Colum- 
bus, O., is producer and director, 
and Rose Adair is New York rep- 
resentative in charge of casting. 
Auditions for the singing chorus 
will be held in Fort Wayne start- 
ing April 4. 
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| CABCALLOWAY — 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 
Currently ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 





Room Service, Playhouse, 


perhaps for other reasons. At any | April 6. 


Pink Elephant, unspecified thea- 


if reached | tre. week of«April 3 


Emlyn Williams Readings, Bijou, 

pril 20. 

Men of Distinction, unspecified 

theatre, week of April 27. 

Masquerade, Alvin, April 27. 

Can-Can, Shuberé, April 30. 
Me and Juliet, Majestic, May 2& 


WALTER 


"Dare" 


WAHL 


Featured in Comedy Hit 
“TOP BANANA” 
Currently 79th Week 


Now Playing 
LYCEUM, MINNEAPOLIS 
Mar. 30-Apr. 4 P 














Direction 
JOSH MEYER JACK DAVIES 




















city for each of 10 performances, | REHEARSAL THEATRE AVAILABLE 


prompted the group to add two | 


ideal stage. $11,000 switehiard with $3,000 
hanging lights. Theatre completely equipped 
and AIR CONDITIONED, Five, minutes from 
Times Square. Call Stanley Kostner—WAtkins 
4-6230 or WA 4-8782, 


THEATER de LYS 
121 Christopher St. 








SUMMER THEATRE AVAILABLE 


For star system summer stock. Location: 
center of South Store Boston resort area. 
750 seats, theatre fully equipped, good con- 
dition, one floor, Ample stage room for all! 
types of production., Parking facilities for 
600 cars., Wanted producer to handle entire 
Prefer percentage arrangement. 
Box V-32653, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 36, N. Y, 













Sportin' Life 












Staging of the 












‘A ‘natural’. Here is th 

enecnie autem ¢ best of all performances of this 
Calloway’s singing Ft ae Necessarily Se’ and Breen's 
, Number makes one of the mest delicious 
events in today’s theatre."”"—Joha Chapman, Daily News. 









slick, graceful and enormously artful. 




















Mst.;: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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key’s Western 
Gene arbey, author-film pro- 
ducer and ex-husband of aires 
Joan Bennett, nag, Feaeee gear - 
seating Books publication 


’ ne 
ie aie ‘Also slated for Ballan- 


; is month is “Stories 
ting Tele ruth,” a collection of 
° rt yarns, including contribu- 
= by William Saroyan, John 
_ Erskine Caldwell and 
Tre 1H. Dana, wr gt with 

usic Press ar ppin- 
or a Maken over as promotion 
be ager for Ballantine. Publish- 
a inaugurated four months 
leases three originals each 


aenth in paper and hardcover 
form simultaneously. 





More Ogden Nash 

Ogden Nash, who has parlayed 
his verses into musicomedy libret- 
tos and ASCAP membership, re- 
mains even without this the most 
prolific (and successful) versifier 
this side of Nick Kenny. His new- 
est anthology, “The Private Dining 
Room (And Other New Verses) 
(Little, Brown; $3) is a gay close- 
up of modern mores which the 

et laureate of Baltimore takes 
from bad to verse. His jaundiced 
optics scan the scene from pundits 
to disk jockeys, from lampoons on 
the ladies to limericks, Bright 
reading! Abel. 





German Daily Sold 

New Yorker Staats-Zeitung and 
Herold, U. S. German-language 
daily, has been sold by Ridder 
Publications to August Steuer and 
Erwin Single. Paper has been 
owned by Ridder since 1900. Of 
the new owners, Single has been 
business manager of the Journal 
of Commerce for the past 11 years. 

The New Yorker Herold, which 
had a corporative interest in the 
publication, will continue its as- 
sociation with the new owners. 


‘Ford At Fifty’ 

Simon & Schuster, who have 
issued a couple of books tied in 
with the Ford Motor Co., such as 
“Ford Treasury of Favorite Re- 
cipes’ and “Ford Treasury of the 
Outdoors,” will issue on April 20 
a 100-page picture book for the 
50th anni of the company, titled 
“Ford At Fifty.” Tome will dis- 
cuss assembly line operations, case 
history of an average motor town 
(Sacramento), etc. 

Preparation for the book, sub- 
titled “An American Story,” began 
in January, 1952. It was produced 
editorially by a staff headed by 
Joseph J. Thorndike, Jr., former 
managing editor of Life. Text was 
written by Joe McCarthy, onetime 
managing editor of Yank, now a 
freelance writer. Photographers 
included Philippe Halsman, 
Thomas Hollyman, David E. Scher- 
man, Arthur Shay and Suzanne 
Szasz. The endpapers were done 
by Boris Artzybasheff. Picture 
Press did the book for S. & S. 


U. of Ill. Mag Awards 

The U. of Illinois has set up 
awards for magazines gnd maga- 
zine writers, known as the Benja- 
min Franklin Magazine awards. 
Eight prizes will be given annual- 
ly. A gold medal and scroll will 
be given the American general cir- 
culation magazine which “performs 
the most distinguished, meritorious 
public service during the year.” An 
award of $1,000 will be given the 
Writer of the magazine article “in- 
Volving original reporting in which 
pny obstacles had to be over- 


.Other prizes, six in all, will be 
given for the best article or series 
¢{Picting life, culture or institu- 
tions in the United States; best 
Pn erpretation of the foreign scene 
- our foreign relations; best bi- 
eaphical article; best magazine 
pene t best shortstory, and for out- 
inite ng work not covered in def- 
worth weeoties. These awards are 
coe trom thes) A joint commit- 
ing fields Publishing and writ- 


university’ and members of the | me 


d public, is being set 


Oh 
Oliver y Daily Switches 


P. Bolton h 
=. —_ (O.) Daily —— 
publish rthur A, Hoopingarner, 
— ‘. ot the paper for 33 
staff "as advises mtnues Aue 
Bolton also owns he Lake Geant 


the Lak 
by Oo rerald, a daily at Willoug 
Pron - He and his mother, Mrs. 
mances P. Bolton, form the only 
Rar son team in Congress 
Dh Disler, former general 
Mansfield (O.) 


an +, Who resigned 
Il bee” join the News-Herald, 


in | of his first 


the Dover Daily Reporter, and 
Erwin Maus, Jr., formerly adver- 
tising director of the Mansfield 
News-Journal and now general 
manager of the News-Herald, will 
devote part of his time to the 
Dover enterprise. 





Buchwald’s Book, Etc. 

Art Buchwald, N.Y. Herald Trib 
(Paris edition) columnist, just re- 
turned to Paris, placed his “A Day 
in Paris” autobiog for Little Brown 
publication next year. He also set 
two articles for Colliers, one on 
dubbing of pix in France. He’s due 
to share the Trib’s split page with 
radio-TV columnist John Crosby 
on a three-a-week basis, his col- 
umn appearing’ Tuesdays, Thurs- 
day and Sundays. 





_. Seot Radio Review 

Thirty years of Scot radio 
achievement are portrayed, textu- 
ally and pictorially, in “The First 
Thirty,” published by the British 
Broadcasting Corp., (25c), to mark 
the 30th anniversary of Scot 
broadcasting. Booklet recalls the 
first Scot station opened in Glas- 
gow March, 1923. Many personali- 
ties grew up in pioneer Scot radio 
days, including playwright Roger 
McDougall (now a successful Lon- 
don writer), Alan Melville, Muir 
Mathieson, James McKechnie and 
film actor Gordon Jackson. Sir 
Harry Lauder was a keen broad- 
easter in early days, as was Will 
Fyffe. “The First Thirty” touches 
on all aspects of culture skimmed 
by the BBC in Scotland, and on 
personalities boosted by the Scotch 
end of London ete. 4 

ord. 





CHATTER 

Howard Lewis named editor of 
Argosy. 

Paul Denis has yarn on Joey 
— in May issue of Real Maga- 

e. 

Co-authors J. C. and Helen Fur- 
nas back in N, Y. after six months 
in South Africa. 

“The Unfair Sex,” by Nina 
Farewell, to be published April 21 
by Simon & Schuster. 

Gene Markey’s new novel, 
“Kingdom of the Spur,” will de 
published by Ballantine Books. 

Armand Archerd will succeed 
Sheilah Graham as columnist for 
Daily Variety, starting April 27. 

Metro has purchased “Many 
Rivers to Cross,” short story by 
Steve Frazer which appeared in 
Argosy. 

Bob Moskin, who resigned as ar- 
ticles editor of Look, joined 
Woman’s Home Companion in 
similar post. 

Ernest Hemingway's “The Old 
Man and the Sea,” in Japanese 
translation, published by Charles 
C. Tuttle, goes on sale in Tokyo 
next week. 

James B. Frizell, chief of edu- 
cation in Edinburgh and a cham- 
pion of use of films in schools, to 
visit America as guest of the U. S. 
Government. 

Ernest K. Gann’s “The High and 
the Mighty,” set for William 
Sloane publication April 20, will 
be Book-of-the-Month Club selec- 
tion for May. 

A new work by N. Y. Herald 
Tribune music critic Arthur Ber- 
ger, “Ideas of Order,” will have 
its premiere, April 11 in N. Y. by 
the N, Y. Philharmonic. 

Climax magazine, new McFad- 
den men’s mag, bought Victor 
Rosen’s “Battle of the Bordello. 
Writer has peddled English rights 
to his tome, “Wanderlust.” 

Robert Northshield, feature writ- 
er on the Chicago Sun-Times, leav- 
ing to join CBS-TV in New York, 
as a writer on the American Natu- 
ral History Museum program. 

Article by Richard Skinner on 
the recent teur of Dancers of Bali, 
for which he was company man- 
ager, will appear in the April 4 
issue of the Harvard Alumni Bui- 
letin. 

Pulitzer prize-winning historian, 
Bernard DeVoto, discusses censor- 
ship of books in the April issue of 
Harper’s magazine, under title of 
“Case of the Censorious Congress- 
Martin Feinstein, head of Sol 
Hurok’s publicity 2 was 
guest lecturer last Thursday night 
(26) at CCNY School of Business, 
in N. Y., to the class of journalism, 
talking on pressagency. : 

“People Places ‘And Books,” by 
LGilbert Highet, Columbia U. prof 
who has a book program on WQXR, 
N. Y., to be published by Oxford 
U. Press April 30. .Book consists of 
selections from the radio series. 

New collection of 25 short sto- 
ries, under title of “Deep Cur- 
rents,” by William Ornstein, Metro 
sae ecy, Tsui gators 
now rea ollo Pp a 
collation of 20 stories, 
“Ma and Me.” 





me general manager of 


Chicago Herald-American, which 





| 


| 





gained the Herald name when it 
merged with the morning Hearst 
decades 


paper more than two ago, 
is dropping the ted name 
for clarity, and be known as 


the Chicago American from now 
0 


n. 

British novelist Nicholas Mon- 
sarrat, author of “The Cruel Sea” 
(1951), arrives in Ottawa May 1 to 
take over post of information ad- 
viser to the United Kingdom High 
Commissioner to Canada. Writer 
succeeds A. Gordon Huson, who re- 
turns to England. . 

Charles Davis is now writing a 
daily radio and television column 
for the Albany (N. Y.) Times- 
Union, under nom de plume of 


“Charley Chatter.” It replaced the | 


syndicated column of Jack O’Brian, 
of the N. Y. Journal-American. 
Davis is on the T-U city desk. 


Plays Abroad 


oom Continued from pagé 92 
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ten by a veritable conglomeration | 


of scribes and composers. 


Production is notable for giving 
scope to a new dancer-comedienne, 
Moyra Fraser, a tall, shapely gal 
who merits her star billing, and to 
Betty Marsden, young English 
revue artiste who also shows prom- 
ise. 

One of the revue’s highlights is 
a scene titled “Guide to Britten.” 
This is subtle musical tilt at works 
of longhair composer Benjamin 
Britten, and at show caught, gained 
largest volume of applause. Lyric 
is by Michael Flanders, with Don- 
ald Swann music. 

Max Adrian, star of show’s revue 
predecessor, “Penny Plain,” is 
again well to the fore in many 
scenes. His smiling face and, gen- 
eral assurance make him an ideal 
bo for an intimate-style produc- 
tion: 


Miss Fraser shows merit as a 
revue comedienne, In a skit on 
modern’ fashions, “The Model 
Models,” she scores with the other 
femme star, Miss Marsden. She 
also registers well with Adrian in 
the Richard Waring sketch, “Fly 
Customers,” but sketeh material 
here is of only average quality. 

Jack Gray, Chicago-born lyric 
writer, has penned several numbers 
and takes part in them with good 
degree of success. Sally Rogers, 
Bernard Hunter, Patricia Lancaster 
and Carole Newton lend worth- 
while support in the many scenes. 


Revue has scenes of tender 
beauty and sweet sentiment as well 
as others that hit satirically at the 
British way of life. Program carries 
so many credits that finding out 
who has been responsible for the 
various episodes is, in itself, a task. 
With new and stronger material, 
but using same talented cast, pro- 
duction shapes up with good possi- 
bilities for a Coronation run in 


London. Gord. 


La Rese Tatouee 


(THE ROSE TATTOO) 


Paris, March 25. 
Marie-Rose Belin production of play in 
two acts by Tennessee Williams, adapted 
by Paule de Beaumont. Directed by Pierre 
Valde. Sets and costumes, Annenkov. At 
—— Theatre, Paris, March 20, ‘53; 
op. 





Tennessee Williams’ heavy sex 
drama, “Tattoo,” has been given 


a nice Paris staging, okay lead 


performance, effective atmospheric 
sets and smooth translation, but 
all these trimmings fail to uphol- 
ster an uneven script into a sat- 
isfying evening. 

“Tattoo,” of course, is story of 
Sicilian-born seamstress, Serafina, 
who lives in a tiny, Italo-Ameri- 
ean settlement along Gulf Coast, 
and of her strange obsession with 
a rose her late husband, a truck- 
driver, had tattooed on his chest. 
Affair with another truck-driver, 
and disclosure of husband’s infi- 
delity, eventually cure her of her 
obsession. 

Combination of torrid sex talk, 
pseudo-poetic symbolism and moth- 
er-love sentimentality make ‘“Tat- 
too” a difficult script to direct. 
Pierre Valde has managed con- 
stantly changing moods of _ text 
well in his staging, and, as “Tat- 
too” has to its credit some earthly 
comedy scenes, he is able to make 
the most of these. 

Lila Kedrova contributes fine 
portrayal of unbalanced Sicilian, 
Serafina, and Rene Havard, as a 
clownish truck-driver who solves 
her sex problem, is first-rate. Sup- 
port is sound, with Jane Lyse as 
daughter; Gilbert Edard as daugh- 
ter’s sailor fiance; Leon Daubrel 
as old priest, and Solange Certain 
and Anne Marilo, as girls on their 
way to American Legion conven- 
tion, giving roles to wer inter- 
pretation. Sets and costumes by 
Annenkov catch quality of the 
background, and Edwards Al Fats, 
colored American singer, has time 
for a eouple of registering num- 
bers. “Tattoo” is well~<done, but 
play is not to Paris taste. Curt. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Though you may have observed oblique belts at the foreign. press 
here and there in the L. A. dailies, these alien scribes have done an 
amazing nipup since 1940. Practically reduced to starvation during 
the war, since in many instances they could get no copy into their 
homelands and certainly no money out of them, they were hardly 


| better off after the war, since funds seemed to be frozen wherever 
/one turned. Some got odd jobs, but all kept on writing and mailing 
their copy, hoping some day, some way to get paid. 


'~wwwreet 
revevVVWW. 














The picture companies solved a similar problem by going abroad 
on junkets and eventually making pictures there to use up their 
'frozen funds. This didn’t particularly help the foreign correspondents 
in Hollywood, since they were rarely invited to accompany a troupe 
'from the film capital to their homeland as pressagents. “In fact, it 
| cut off some sources of copy for a while. 


| Nevertheless, the f.c.’s grew in prestige and in power between 1943 
and 1953. In fact, by 1953, they proved they could stage banquets, 
make awards, and run off shows-with the best of them, and were far 
| more competent in this field than the local boys who looked on with 
| curled lips and commented on the inferior quality of the caviar. 


| That the quality of the caviar was inferior is true. But who gets 
fresh caviar these days? And why should the comrades send it to us, 
considering the sort of insults that are heaved over the Iron Curtain 
by the “Voice of America” these days? But barring this international 
appetizer, their dinners have been as good (or as bad) as the best 
dished out at Hollywood banquets. 


When the outlanders first formed their organization back in 1943, 
they held their meetings in private homes of members. Altogether 
there could have been more than 20 and most of these, barring Guy 
Austin of the Beaverbrook press, have either fallen by the wayside 
or gone into other fields. I have no idea what happened to Lon Jones, 
who was the first president, though Jennifer Jones, who received 
their first award for her work in “Song of Bernadette,” obviously is 
still around. 


Reliable Pace-Setters 


| In the main, their awards have been excellent front-runners for the 
| final Academy choices. In 1945 they picked “The Bells of St. Mary” 
as their best picture, and Ingrid Bergman as their best actress. In 
1946, they chose “Lost Weekend,” and Ray Milland as their best actor. 
“The Best Years of Our Lives” won their 1947 award and Rosalind 
Russell was chosen their best actress for her work in “Sister Kenny.” 
Gregory Peck got the nod as the best actor for his performance in 
“The Yearling.” Rosalind Russell came back to win again next year 
for “Morning Becomes Electra.” In 1949, two pictures tied for first 
honors—“Johnny Belinda” and “The Treasure of Sierra Madre.” The 
foreign scribes picked Jane Wyman as the best actress and Lawrence 
Olivier as the best actor for his. performance in “Hamlet.” 


Around this time these alien journalists got to reading about the 
successes achieved in splitting atoms, and the next thing I knew one 
group was holding a banquet at Palm Springs and another was break- 
ing out at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. The one at Palm 
Springs called_themselves the Foreign Press Assn. (their present prez 
is Nora Laing from Australia) and the others billed themselves as 
the Hollywood Foreign Correspondents, with Bert Reisfeld of Den- 
mark as their current topper. But as FPA or HFC, they have gone on 
doing a beautiful public relations job for a town that hardly could be 
more sinned against than sinning. 


Between the two organizations, they claim 500,000,000 readers and 
represent as many as 50 countries. They get far better studio coopera- 
tion now than they did formerly. And this is easy to understand, since 
Metro reports 35% of its gross income comes from foreign markets, 
and Stanley Kramer at the last FPA dinner said 50% of his com- 
pany’s grosses are from the foreign markets. 


Aleon Bennett tells me that some Japanese members mailed out 
2,000,000 postcards to find out whose stars were getting in whose eyes. 
And these figures had a lot to do with their choosing Roy Rogers as 
the most popular international western star over a period of 10 years 
and John Wayne as their world-film favorite of 1952. 


Canned Food and Canned Speeches 


Anybody who has sat through presentation of awards on any level 
knows that at best these after-dinner deals are a bore. There are long 
waits, the speeches might have just as well come crated out of Sears- 
Roebuck and the degree of originality and humor is so small as to 
be homeopathic. 


Now and then, of course, even on this mediocre level there are 
blowups. At the last dinner held by the FPA at the Club Del Mar in 
Santa Monica, Louella Parsons had an award to give to Jimmy McHugh. 
You would have thought this would involve no more nervousness 
than table conversation between the two. Yet she freze, made several 
false starts, kept repeating about his unforgettable melodies “which 
everyone was singing in New York,” got out her glasses, read the 
tribute, and left the platform so humiliated that McHugh had to come 
back for her purse. The rest of the dinner had to get on somehow 
without her, 


On the other hand, at the HFC dinner in the Embassy Room of the 
Ambassador Hotel, Donald O’Connor receiving, so he said, the first 
award of his life, and finding himself in a herring-bone business suit 
surrounded not only by dinner jackets but white ties and tails, ex- 
plained that his evening clothes were in a picture and he was trying 
out a new formal attire in a shade of midnight gray. He easily could 
have blown up in his lines but he came through as the magnificent 
trouper he is, and anybody wanting to see how he can wear evening 
clothes need only watch his performance in “Call Me Madam.” 


Of the two dinners, the FPA’s witi their Henriettas ran the faster 
show. The HFC’s with their Goiden Globes showed more glamor. At 
both dinners, Stanley Kramer and his “High Noon” cast and staff 
walked off with so many awards, he could have picked the tab at 
both places and charged it quite justifiably to public relations. His 
“High Noon” split awards at both dinners with “The Greatest Show 
on Earth,” but, oddly, three other Academy nominations, “Iyanhoe,”’ 
“Moulin Rouge” and “The Quiet Man,” got nowhere with the foreign 
press. Seemingly, you can’t fool foreigners on foreign-made pix. 

Cooper was rated the best actor by HFC and got an Academy nom- 
ination, but FPA’s, as I have said, handed their Henrietta to Duke 
Wayne. Susan Hayward was liked equally well by both groups. 

What the Hollywood Foreign Correspondents added, which the 
Academy might well follow, was a Golden Globe for the best perform- 
ance by an actor in a musical comedy. This went to Donald O'Connor 
and was presented by Eve Starr, representing Italian papers and 
deserving of a plaque herself, as the best performance by a presenter 
of a Golden Globe, though many might argue that the best perform- 
ance by a correspondent or an actress was Ivy Wilson (3,000,000 
readers), who presented the posthumous award to Lamar Trotii for his 
production of “With A Song In My Heart.” 


Vincent Price emceed the FPA banquet and David Wayne handled 
the traffic at the HFC affair. I thought Wayne did a better job, but 
Price had better support. Either way, for guys and gals pasting up 
their strips and wondering if their francs, shillings, kroner, pesos 
and rubles will amount to enough to pay the rent, when they put on 
the dog they certainly make Grubb St. look like Buckingham Palace 
during the Coronation. 
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Broadway 


Howard Dietz, Metro pub-ad top- 
per, returned Monday (30) from 
a quickie Coast visit. : 

Metro veepee and sales consult- 
ant William F. Rodgers returned 
from a Miami vacation. 

Néd Clark, foreign sales chief 
for Walt Disney, back in town after 
eight weeks in Europe. 

Lana Turner to Paris over the 
weekend after arriving from the 
Coast by plane Friday (27). 

Samuel Goldwyn talked new film 
biz developments with N. Y. film 
critics at a Sherry-Netherland 
luncheon Monday (31). 

Russell Holman, Paramount's 
eastern production manager, to 
Pinehurst, N. C., tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for a 10-day vacation. 

Earl Blackwell, Celebrity Service 
prez, returns from the Coast today 
(Wed.). Prepping trip April 12 
to the Cannes Film Festival. 


Sam Taylor, author of “Sabrina 
Fair,” new unproduced play which 
Paramount is adapting, off to the 
Coast for huddles at the Par studio. 
* Charles E. Rochester’s coming- 
of-age cocktailery today (Wed.) at 
the Hotel Lexington, celebrating 
his 2ist anni as boss of the hos- 
telry. 

Harold Lloyd’s special Oscar go- 
ing on display at the Paris Thea- 
tre in connection with the re-show- 
ing of his 28-year-old “The Fresh- 


man. 

Phyllis Kirk, in town for bally 
of Warner's 3-D “House of Wax,” 
interviewed by high school and 
college editors yesterday (Tues.) at 
McCarthy’s. 

Spencer Tracy remaining in 
Gotham for two weeks before re- 
turning to the Coast. Star arrived 
Thursday (26) after vacationing in 
London, Paris and Rome. 

Jascha Heifetz flew to Europe 
Saturday (28) for an 11-week con- 
cert tour of France, Italy, Portu- 

al, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, 

orway, England and Israel. 

Frank Bering, Jimmy Hart and 
Eugene Barrett assembled a VIP 
turnout for a special junket to Chi 
to premiere the new Beau Nash 
Room of the Congress Hotel. 

William Wyler back to the Coast 
after a brief stopover in Gotham. 
After lensing “Roman Holiday” in 
Rome for Paramount, producer had 
been on a vacation tour of Europe. 

Metro producer Arthur Freed 
sails for London today (Wed.) to 
begin preparation for filming an- 
other picture with Gene Kelly, fol- 
lowing “Invitation to the Dance.” 

Vienna Choir Boys leave for 
home today (Wed.) aboard the 
Ryndam, after completing a three- 
month, -68-city U.S. and Canadian 
tour, their 10th under direction of 
Sol Hurok. 

Tallulah Bankhead, who is slated 
to mark her nitery debut at The 
Sands, Las Vegas, calls the gam- 
bling resort ‘‘Lastfogel, Nev.” As 
she puts it, “I’m gonna open in a 
saloon in Lastfogel.” 

Theatrical attorney Julian T. 
Abeles planning to sell his Green- 
wich estate and buy a Park Ave. 
co-op, with a shack in Connecti- 
cut for weekends, instead of com- 
muting as heretofore. 

Joseph Mankiewicz, Metro pro- 
ducer, back from the Coast Mon- 
day (30) following confabs with 
producer John Houseman on 

Juiius Caesar,” which M-G is 
readying for reléase. 

Robert Lantz, former European 
representative of U. S. picture 
companies, opening his own agen 
in New York. He’s affiliated wit 
Coast agent Milton M. Grossman 
who's due in N. Y. April 6. 

Lynn Farnol celebrating his 
third year as an indie in public 
relations (for 21 years previously 
he had been San-uel Goldywn’'s ad- 
pub chief). Farnol hosted a cock- 
tailery at his office Thursday (26) 
on the occasion. 

Joe Holland, amusements ad 
manager of the Journal-American, 
feted last week by some 150 the- 
atre, film and newspapermen upon 
his retirement after 20 years on 
the paper. He was presented with 
a Rolleiflex camera. 

Louis Sobol, N. Y. Journal- 
American syndicated columnist, 
accompanied by his wife Peggy, 
made his first plane-trip over the 
weekend. He roundtripped Chi- 
cago, and is now wondering why 
he didn’t travel that way before. 

Fay and Sol Lesser marked their 
40th anniversary last Thursday 
(26) with a get-together at their 
Hotel Pierre apartment before re- 
turning to the Coast the next day. 
Their son, Julian (Bud) Lesser also 
returned to L. A. the same day, but 
by air. 

Norman Panama conferring with 
Danny Kaye on script and casting 
for “Knock on Wood,” -upcoming 
Kaye starrer which Panama will 
co-produce and co-direct with his 
partner, Melvin Frank. Kaye's 
wife, Sylvia Fine, is doing the 
score and lyrics. 

As a stunt, Robert E. Sherwood 
and Bennett Cerf staged a “sneak 





Coronation”. at a perty ‘last week. 
Sherwood was Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and Cerf was Duke of Nor- 
folk. They crowned queens, 
Mrs. Sam Goldwyn and Mrs. Ar- 
thur Hornblow. All done with 
special costumes. 

Willis Player, publicity director 
for Pan American, former news- 
paperman with the Chicago Daily 
News, the Wall Street Journal and 
the Booth Newspapers of chi- 
gan, appointed public _relations- 
veepee of Northwest Airlines, St. 
Paul, Minn., effective May 1. 
Johnny Creedy, asst. p.r. director 
of Pan Am, succeeds to the top 


spot. 





Paris 

Sacha Guitry rehearsing his new 
play, “Palsambleu” at the Varietes 

Suzy Solidor, Henry Bry and 
Colette Mars into new show at 
Drap d’Or. 

Charles Boyer, here for a role in 
“Madame D...,” accepted an in- 
vitation to the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival. 

Luis Mariano inked for four mu- 
sical pix “La Belle De Cadiz.” 
“Colorado,” “Carmen” and a new 


version of “Le Barbier De Se- 
ville.” 
“Limelight” opening at three 


big houses in its French version 
while the original version is in its 
14th week at Le Raimu on Champs- 
Elysees. 

Theatre Babylone, now housing 
offbeat legit hit, “En Attendant 
Godot,” inaugurating a 6 o’clock 
show with the French version of 
“Night Must Fall.” 

Joe Bushkin writing nine songs 
here to lyrics by Garson Kanin. 

Bal Tabarin opens this week 
after a nine-month cloture, fea- 
turing Buck & Schik, Les Cassa- 
vecchia, Paul Berni and big spec 
backing. 

Hope Williams, over for Euro- 
pean holiday, spent week here be- 
fore going to Rome for long stay. 

Erich von Stroheim into new pic. 
“Alert in the South,” to be filmed 
at Paris studio. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Buddy Greco joined the Gay- 
lords vocal trio. 

Mary Pickford coming here 
April 4-8 to aid U.S. bond drive. 

Dan Cedrone, of Esquire Boys, 
ill with flu and opening at Sciolla’s 
indefinitely postponed. 

Thieves broke into Lenny Sloan's 
Emerson’s Show Bar and made off 
with 23 cases of liquor and $420 
in cash. 

Kay Karlton Room furnishings 
auctioned off this week. Spot has 
been purchased by adjacent cloth- 
ing store. 

Stu Erwin and June Collyer 
guests of honor at Warwick Hotel 
luncheon which opened 1953 Can- 
cer Crusade here. 

Lee Guber, owner of Rendez- 
vous Cafe, sponsoring Berny Good- 
man-Louis Armstrong concert at 
Academy of Music April 30. 

Club Shaguire (Central Airport, 
Camden, N.J. spot) decided to give 
band policy a whirl, opening with 
Johnny Austin’s orch April 4. 


Reno 
By Mark Curtis 

Peter Lawford in for a visit. 

Betty and Jane Kean open at 
Riverside April 2. 

Sanford Adler will run Cal Neva 
and reclaimed Biltmore in close 
harmony at Tahoe. 

Nevada legislature ends session 
with gambling laws practically 
unchanged. Levy of 2% on 
quarterly gross gaming incomes 
remains. 


Silver Spurs Award for best 
western pic and actor of year hit 
snag. Gary Cooper may not be 
available for May celebration. 
Other “Spurs” winners were John 
Wayne, Gregory Peck and Jimmy 
Stewart. ; 


Havana 

Gali Gali heads bill at Mont- 
martre. 

The American tabloid, Havana 
Herald, folded after over two years. 
of losses, 

Bola de Nieve playing the piano 
at Radiocentro after returning 
from Europe. 

President Batista helped inaugu- 
rate new airport at the tourist cen- 
ter of Trinidad. . 

Ana Gloria of the team of Ana 
Gloria & Rolando leaving the 
stage to get married. 

The Venezuelan Symphony giv- 
ing a number of concerts here as 
part of the Marti centenary cele- 
brations. 

A new government decree _ per- 
mits tourists to drive autos here if 
they have licenses from their own 
countries, 





London 


Alan Ladd hospitalized with a 
septic finger. His six-year-old son 
is a —— in same hospital. 

Johnnie Ray's Sunday concert at 
Bellevue, Manchester, April 12, 
was sold out as soon as announced. 

Robert B. Weiss, European ed 
for Capitol Records, here last wee 
on his swing around the Continent. 

Harry Kosiner, home office exec 
of Columbia, in London for confabs 
with Max Thorpe and William 


Levy. 

Jack Hylton hosting three parties 
of blind people at performances of 
“Paint Your Wagon” at Her Majes- 
ty’s theatre. F 

Val Parnell tossed a special party 
for Johnnie Ray after his London 
Palladium opening March 23, at 
the Embassy Club. 

An unknown.-18-year-old student, 
Susan Shentall, inked for femme 
lead in J. Arthur Rank’s joint 
Italian production-of “Romeo and 
Juliet.” | 

Pandro C. Berman arrives in 
London this week to prep a Metro- 
British production of “Knights of 
the Round Table.” Starts rolling 
in May. 

David Niven arrived on the 
Elizabeth last week to take up the 
lead in Ealing’s “The Love Lottery” 
which has been scripted by Harry 
Kurnitz. 

Sydney Moseley, British broad- 
easter, author and editor of For 


Editors Only, sails for N. Y. April, 


16 on the Queen Elizabeth. Trip 
was delayed because of illness. 

Mary Small, who has been 
booked by Lew Grade in England 
for eight weeks, has been offered 
a further eight but could only 
accept four because of her Amer- 
ican nitery commitments. 

Claude Merchant, with Kathleen 
Stamford and Ruth Ham, who were 
such a hit at the Embassy Club last 
year that they stayed there for 18 
weeks, booked by Bob Barnett 
there as the Coronation attraction. 
They open May 13 for month. 


Montreal 


. Sonny King clicking at Down- 
eat. 

Paula Watson scoring at Cafe 
Minuit. 

Nancy Donovan into Ritz Cafe 
today (Wed.). 

Blossom Seeley & Benny Fields 
doing okay at Chez Paree. 

Parisian baritone Mouloudji 
skedded for early April showing at 
Sans Souci. 

Danny Dauberson inked for 
April 4 opening at Continental 
Cafe following Lily Fayol. 

Normandie Room of Mount 
Royal Hotel shuttered for Holy 
Week, reopening April 6 with Burl 
Ives. 

Jack Arthur in town from 
Toronto to catch Victor Borge show 
at Her Majesty’s forthcoming CNE 
tieup in August. 

Elizabeth Leese, Montreal ballet 
teacher and former hoofer with the 
Joos Ballet and Trudi Schoop, to 
play lead in forthcoming Montreal 
Rep Theatre’s “Anna Christie.” 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal V. Cohen , 

Ray Bolger booking at Horizon 
Room for week of May 20 has been 
cancelled. 

Songwriters Sammy and George 
Mysels home for the Passover with 
their family. 

Charlie Dortic, Col salesman, 
and his wife celebrated their 30th 
wedding anni. 

Manager Charlie Eagle back on 
job at Stanley after being roughed 
up in an auto accident. 

Jack Kalmenson, WB exchange 
manager, and his wife to Florida, 
Cuba and Nassau for three weeks. 

Al Spink in town béating the 
drums for “Stalag 17” and Robert 
Reud here ahead of Ballet Theatre. 

Casino property man Dave 
Lewis will have same job with 
summer opera company again this 
season. 

Local dancer Jack Beaber will 
be with the Ballet Theatre when 
it comes here for a one-nighter 
next April 9. 

Lisa Kirk comes home for Twin 
Coaches engagement May 4 right 
after her four-week date at Per- 
sian Room, New York. 


By Geeno Garr 

Gloria Romero and her musical 
show at the Latina Theatre. 

Mexican tenor Carlos Puig gave 
a concert here; returns to sing in 
opera next fall. 

Argentine legit actress Zoe Du- 
cos and company will tour the 
country starting on Easter. 

Vet actor Alejandro Ullora and 
his legit company left for Havana 
for a long tour of Latino countries 
with latest Spanish plays. 

Fong 20 actress Lilly Muratti 
at the Maria Victoria Theatre with 
comedy, “S'ncerity,” by her hus- 





owed Lao Vaszary. Good boxoffice 
ooms, ‘ 

“The Thief,” new play by Joa- 

uin Calvo Sotel and starring Mari 

arrillo’ and Enrique Diosdado, 
presented at the ia Guerrero 
Theatre Public and crix lauded it. 

With Pepita Serrador, touring 
the provinces for the last three 
years, there will be four Argen- 
tine actresses playing in Spain 
with their own companies and pre- 
senting plays by South American 
authors. 

Cinema star Fernando Fernan 
Gomez is doing so well with his 
legit company at Teatro Comedia 
where he has been since Christmas 
doing the comedy “Routine Life’”’ 
by Carlos Llopis, that he continues 
with same play until after Easter. 


Tokyo 


“Rashamon” set for release in 
Egypt. 

Walter Gieseking here for four- 
week concert tour sponsored by 
Yomiuri Newspaper. 

First TV commercial pic com- 
pleted by Dentsu Advertising 
Agency. The 30-second quickie was 
made for Nippon Beer Co. 

“Limelight” (UA) designated as 
a “special select” film by the Jap- 
anese Education Ministry’s Educa- 
tional Film Examining Board. 

Non-imflammable prints of three 
Metro pix will be distributed here. 
First ones are “Singin’ in the 
Rain,” “Crown and the Sword” and 
“Million Dollar Mermaid.” 

Scochiku Studio board director 
Ichizo Okuyama leaves soon for 
U. S. on inspection trip. Another 
board member, Kiyoshi Takamura, 
left for Cannes Film Festival 
March 28. 

Ethics Code Board of Motion 
Picture Assn. of Japan, alarmed by 
the wave of Pacific War films in 
production or planned, has estab- 
lished six-man board to check 
scripts of such pix with an eye to 
removing anything which might in- 
jure Japanese relations abroad. 

“Strip Calendar,” a short con- 
taining some of Tokyo’s best-known 
strippers, is being shown currently 
at burlesqueries here without the 
approval of Motion Picture Ethics 
Code Committee. It claims having 
no control of films shown at bur- 
ley houses but will step in if pic is 
shown at regular theatres. 


e 
, Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Tex Beneke into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 

George Wilson .back with Jose 
Greco Dancers at Lyceum. 

Roy King and his “Komic-Kings” 
in third year at Magic Bar. 
| “Top Banana,” current at Ly- 
| ceum, first musical to play here 

full fortnight. 

| Ballet Theatre giving three per- 
formances at Northrop Auditorium 
on Minnesota U. campus. 

French pianist Monique de la 
Bruchollerie soloist with Minne- 
apolis Symphony orchestra. 

University of Minnesota band on 
tour, presenting two concerts a day 
in five northern Minnesota cities 
in five days. 

Town has Shipstad-Johnson Ice 
Follies and Sportsmen’s Show cur- 
rently at Arena and Auditorium, 
respectively. Former opened March 
26 and remains through April 12. 


Chicago 

Marshall Migatz, of Salt Creek 
summer theatre, plans trek to N.Y. 
to line up players. 

Dave Halper, Chez Paree host, 
off to California to set dates for 
Jimmy Durante and Ritz Bros. 

Charles Coburn in town making 
plans for the harness racing sea- 
son here which opens next month. 
, Arthur Godfrey headed list of 
celebs in for opening of the Beau 
a Room at the Ambassador 

ast. 

“Call Me Madam” company 
adopted two foreign children, one 
in Italy and one in F.ance, for one 
year. 

Danny Goldberg to New York 
next week to pact actors for his 
strawhatter, the Drury Lane, on 
south side of eity. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Lily Pone enroute to Palm 
Spring. 

George Shearing jamming Black- 
hawk Club. 

_ Alice Faye in to catch Phil Har- 
ris’ Auto Show stint. 

Bill Hogan, Chronicle drama 
editor, to L. A. for studio gander. 

Hildegarde guesting at Press 
— Gang Night in record turn- 
out. 











Newspaper Frolic set for April 
20 at the Curran Theatre, with 
Jack Benny heading show. , 

Anna Russell to play repeat con- 
cert at Veterans Auditorium -April 
6 as result of her sock draw five 





weeks ago. 











Hollywood a 


Fred Allen in from N.Y 
iba Labi eb 
rinur Lubin on vacati 
ae oe 
e opper recoveri 
surgery. xf ng from 
artha Hyers changed 
name to se . ged her first 

Anna aria Alberghetti 
turned from Rome. ae i 

Angna Enters here 
gy eg me vest. 

cardo Montalban to Te 
plug Metro’s “Sombrero.” “tie 

Daniel Mannin from N. Y. to 
prep Shirley Booth’s next film. 

Barbara Stanwyck in from Mex. 
~ City after six weeks on loca. 

on. 

Richard Beymer returned to “So 
Big” cast after recovering from 
surgery. 

Josef Auerbach in from N. y 
for release huddles with Mike 
Se. 

ervyn Le Roy presented wi 
Gold Heart Award by Mount Sing 
Men’s Club. 

Helen Grayco back in town after 
two months on road with Spike 
Jones’ band: 

Reg Whitley in Hollywood to in. 
terview studio toppers for London 
Daily Mirror. 

Ramiro Samoyoa in from Guate- 
mala to gander 3-D product for his 
theatre chain. 

Jeanette MacDonald back in 
tow for huddles with Paul Smail 
about a European tour. 

Arthur Freed decorated with 
Legion of Honor by Raoul Ber. 
trand, French consul general. 

George Jessel presented with 
the Man of the Year Award by the 
National Home for Jewish Chil- 
dren. 

Col. Jason Joy presented with 
plaque by Southern California Mo. 
tion Picture Council for his civic 
activities. 

Frank Partos and Ladislas Bush- 
Fekete assigned to _ represent 
Screen Writers Guild at Cannes 
Film Festival next month, 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Avril Angers inked for Glasgow 
nitery date. 

Savoy cinema in Glasgow get- 
ting facelift. 

Tommy Morgan teed off spring 
stint at Palace Theatre, Dundee. 

Sunday opening of cinemas 
nixed at Motherwell, Lanarkshire. 


Globe Revue from London due 
43 King’s Theatre, Glasgow, May 


after a 


Glasgow magistrates gave okay 
for TV sets to be installed in pub- 
lic meeting places. 

Robert Wilson, Scot tenor, plan- 
ing to Orkney and Shetland is- 
lands for vaude tour. 

Glasgow and Ayr sharing with 
London the European preem “Mir- 
acle of Fatima” April 2. 

Steve Merrick, vocalist and ac- 
cordionist, joining Tommy Mor- 
gan Coronation show at Pavilion, 
Glasgow, in May. 

Last Scot pantomime of season, 
“Jack and the Beanstalk,” folded 
at Alhambra, Glasgow, March 28, 
after successful stint. 

“Over the Moon,” new revue 
starring Cicely Courtneidge, set 
for Alhambra, Glasgow, April 13. 
Vivian Ellis has written lyrics and 
music, with Jack Hulbert produ- 
cing. 

Margaret Miles, spotted in cho- 
rus of London's “South Pacific,” 
inked for title role of “Puss in 
Boots” panto at Theatre Royal, 
Glasgow, next Christmas. Freddie 
Carpenter again directing. 


Riviera 
By Ed Quinn 

Concert pianist ‘Nikita Magaloff 
gave a recital at the Casino, Nice. 

Jacques Dumesnil and Suzanne 
Dehelly played “La Feuille de 
Vigne” at the Palais de la Medi- 
teranee, Nice. 

Josephine Baker and her com- 
pany will do a gala show at the In- 
ternational Sporting Club, Monte 


' Carlo, Easter Sunday. 


Edwige Feuillere played in “La 


| Liberte est un Dimanche” at the 


Palais de la Mediterranee, Nice, 
and the Casino, Cannes. ; 
Thilda Thamar and Yves Vincent 
working on exteriors of “Monsieur 
Scrupule et le Poisson Chinois. 
Jacques Darcy is directing. 
Jacques Helian Orch and vaude 
lineup gave concert to aid the Ked 
Cross at the Casino, Monte Carlo; 
was attended by Prince of Monaco. 
After a.successful season 4 
Casino, Cannes, Marquis de Cuevas 
Ballet Co. planed to Norway and 
Sweden for dates before’ returning 
to Paris. . aC 
Michel Simon working of 
“L’Etrange Desir de Monsieur 
Bard,” directed by Geza Radvany!, 
now being made at the Studio de 
la Victorine, with exteriors at Nice, 
Cannes and Monte Carlo. 
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MILLER 
56, vet music 
his New York 


BERNARD L. 
Bernard L. Miller, 


. ied in 
biz attorney, dies ‘ollowing . two 


Mar 
ome at early that day. Mil- 
heart ated o the law firm of Mil- 
ler, Miller with his brother, Mor- 
jer & Mil’ ve until his death de- 
cardiae condition for the 


sing his firm in 1926. 
n legal counsel for 
had be 4 firms. disk 
ies ¢ writers. Recently, 
compat ad fon Levy’s Leeds Music 
oe tip Glaser’s Associated Book- 
firm, <p. the British publisher, 
Reg Connelly, and other U.S. and 
icign music companies. When 
Decca Was formed in the early 
1930s, he was closely associated 
with the diskery S tate co-founder, 
Jack Kapp, on the legal end. ; 
During World War II he was di- 
rector of the -Office of Price Ad- 
ministration in Brooklyn. He was 
also active in Jewish community 
affairs, having founded the Madi- 
son Jewish Center in Brooklyn. 
es 
fe. by his wife and two sons, 
Jerry, a member of the law firm, 
and Allen, who recently launched 
his own music publishing. com- 


pany. 


numerou! 





BERT BAILEY 
Bert Bailey, 81, former Aus- 
tralian legit and comedy star and 
author, died March 30 at his home 
in Darlinghurst, a suburb of Syd- 
ney. He had been retired for some 


years. 2 
* possibly the biggest star in Aus- 
tralian stage history, Bailey started 
in so-called “brush shows,” travel- 
ing in a wagon and playing small 
towns. He ultimately reached the 
bigtime in the principal Australian 
cities and became a national idol. 
In 1912, Bailey opened at the 


"JENNIE BLECHER 


| Died March 24, 1953, at 68 


| 


| So Loved, So Remembered, 


So Mourned 
MY MOTHER 


John Roeburt 


ae 


Palace, Sydney, in his own play, 
“On Our Selection,” a comedy- 
drama about Australian family life. 
It was: an immediate hit and be- 
came his greatest success and per- 
ennial touring vehicle. He ap- 
peared in London’in the show just 
after World War I, his only en- 
gagement there. He never played 
the U. S. & 
Daughter survives, 


EDDIE LEWIS 
Lewis, 52, American 
Manager for Edith Piaf and Les 
Compagnons de la Chanson, died 
March 26 after an operation in 
New York. Lewis recently had 
joined the Lew & Leslie Grade 
Agency's N. Y. office as a vice- 
President. 
Prior to the Grade affiliation, 
Lewis had been with the late Clif- 
ford C. Fischer for 20 years. He 
made frequent trips to Europe 
Where he gandered talent with pos- 
Sibilities for the American market 
and spotting U, S. turns on the 
Continent. 
ewis had been suffering from 

ulcers for some time and had gone 
down to Florida for & rest. Upon 
ete in New York, he entered 
olyclinie Hospital where.an emer- 
Bency operation was performed. 


JIM THORPE 
Poy Thorpe, 64, rated as one of 
pe crectont athletes of all time, 
yn, © subject of a film in 1951, 
heat ae 28 in Los Angeles of a 
Gait attack, In the 1912 Olympic 
bore . at Stockholm Thorpe won 
i ne decathlon and pentathion 
““- Pionships, _ but six months 
a on vas deprived of the honor 
had ps qth disclosure that he 
ign? aved grofessional baseball in 
Ree y the Olympic incident he 
jo as a pro in both baseball 
a Ootball. He retired from 
mg and went to California 
roy € Occasionally worked as 
te “ in films, Warner Bros.’ 
Kanal orpe, All American” was 
en on his career, He made nu- 
ennectin onal appearances in 
tic, 9 With the showing of the 


Survte: F 
th natviving are his third wife and 
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HAROLD L. GROVES 
Harold L. Groves, 49, president 
of Hargroves National Service Sys- 
tem, Inc., and All State Field 
Service, Inc., firms designed to 
keep tabs on film copyright in-} 
fringements, died March 24 in 
N.Y. He began his career in 1926 
with the N.Y. Film Board of Trade 
and also had served with the legal 
branch of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of Amer- 





ica. 

In 1945 Grove helped organize 
Confidential Reports, Inc., which 
serviced film companies with a 
check on nationwide b.o. rectipts. 
He became Confidential’s exec v.p. 
in 1951, after serving as its na- 
tional field director and last year 
became prexy and g.m. of Har- 
groves and All State. At the time 
of -his death he was investigating 
N.Y. theatre ticket agencies and 
boxoffice personnel on a confiden- 
tial assignment for the League of 
N.Y. Theatres. “ 

Wife, daughter, son, mother, | 
brother and five sisters survive. 





MAURICE FREEMAN 

Maurice Freeman, 81, former 
actor and vaudevillian, died March 
26 in Bayshore, L.I. He had played 
stock in Boston, New York, Chi- 
cago, New Orleans and St. Louis. 
He had toured vaude from 1908- 
15 with his late wife, professional- 
ly known as Nadine Winston, in a 
comedy skit, “Tony and the Stork.” 
From 1915-18 he appeared in films 
and was later seen on Broadway 
in “Night Hostess,” “Celebrity,” 
“Tomorrow’s a Holiday,” “The 
Octoroon,” “Did I Say No,” “Men- 
dell, Inc.,” “When in Rome” and 
“Play, Genius, Play.” His legit ac- 
tivity also included appearances in 
London, where he performed in 
“Three Men on a Horse.” He re- 
tired about nine years ago. 

Surviving are two brothers, 





A. E. CHADICK 

A. E. Chadick, 50, exec yeepee 
of Motion Advertising Services 
Co., Inc., died March 27 ina N. Y. 
Central train wreck at Ashtabula, 
O. . He had been with MPAS for 
over 25 years, and before that had 
been manager of the Saenger 
Theatre, New Orleans, under E. V. 
Richards. He had been enroute 
from the. national convention of 
Drive-In Theatre Owners, held in 
Milwaukee, to company’s N, Y. 
office. 

Wife and brother survive. 





MAX THIEL 

Max Thiel, 74, professionally 
known as Maximo the Great, ma- 
gician, died March 24 in Glendola, 
N. J. Born in Germany, he came 
to the U.S. in 1896. He had toured 
here and abroad and was a former 
dean of the N. J. Society of Ma- 
gicians. 

Surviving are his wife, Martha 
Wuensche Thiel, who had assisted 
him in his act, and a son, 





ANDREW GRAY 
Andrew Gray, 80, radio pioneer, 
died March 22 in a hospital near 
London. Gray had worked with the 
late Guglielmo Marconi, his per- 
sonal friend, for many years, dat- 
ing back to latter’s earliest radio 
experiments. He eventually be- 
came technical general manager of 
the Marconi International Marine, 

Communication Co. 
Gray retired 21 years ago. 


WALTER R. GOLDING 

Walter R. Golding, 57, who bad 
operated the Community Theatre, 
West St. John, N. B., for the past 
26 years and previously had been 
on film distributing staffs, died in 
St. John March 21. He had been 
ill three days with heart trouble. 
He was a charter member of the 
Canadian Motion Picture Pioneers. 

Survived by a brother and two 
sisters, one of the latter being the 
wife of R. G. March, veteran dis- 
trict manager for 20th-Fox. 


MRS. SAMUEL HELD 

Mrs. Dorothy Sandler Held, 50, 
known professionally as Dorothy 
Saunders, former songstress, died 
March 24 in a Long Island hospi- 
tal. Miss Held, who had played 
the Keith and Loew vaude circuits 
asa uae, Beem her career as a 
nite vocalist. 
< "Husband, Samuel Held, a retired 
restaurant owner, a daughter and 
a brother survive. 


JAMES ANDERSON 
James Anderson, 81, character 
actor, died in a Glasgow hospital 
March 22 from burns received 
when his clothing was set alight 

by electric fire in his home. 
Known on stage and radio, he 














appeared in the pic, “Tight Little 





* daughters and four sons by 








Island,” in role of the invalid who 


kept his whisky in a hot-water bot- 
tle in bed. y hace 





AL ROMA 

_ Alexander Isaacson, 56, profes- 
sionally known as Al Roma, vaude 
and nitery performer, died March 
27 in Philadelphia. He had played 
the Keith circuit and recently had 
appeared in Philly niteries. 

Wife, the former Betty Wood- 
roffe, who had appeared in vaude 
under the name of Betty Wood, 
survives. 





J. WALTER CAMPBELL 

J. Walter Campbell, 62, manager 
of the Bijou Theatre, N.Y., died 
March 27 in East Meadow, L. I. He 
had been manager of the Bijou for 
the past eight years and befere 
that had managed USO-Camp 
Shows, 1941-1945, 


Wife, two daughters, a brother ; 


and a sister survive. 





JOHN E. LILLY 

John E. Lilly, 78, veteran thea- 
tre owner, died March 22 in Sul- 
phur Springs, Tex. He had op- 
erated theatres there since 1922 
and at one time held interests at 
Alba, Winnsboro, Mount Pleasant 
and Honey Grove. 

He began at the Alba in 1917. 





- 
WILLIAM HUMPHREYS 

William Humphreys, 78, musical 
mimic with the old Dumont Min- 
strels, died March 24 at his home 
in Haddon Heights, N. J. In re- 
cent years employed as a printer, 
Humphreys had a long stage ca- 
reer which included several sea- 
sons on the Keith circuit. 

Wife and daughter survive, 





EARL (JEFF) JEFFRIES 





a 


pioyed at the New Shenandoah 
Theatre, St. Louis, died of a heart 
attack March 20 in that city. 





Brother, 90, of Murray White- 
man, proprietor of Whitemans 
Song Shop, Buffalo, died in New 
Rochelle, N.Y., March 16. 


Son, 212, of Sonny Burke, Decca 
Records’ artist and repertoire head 
in Hollywood, died March 29 in 
Santa Monica, Cal. 








Brother, 55, of David Niven; ac- 
tor, died March 25 in Durban, 
South Africa. P 





Karl Eberlein, 68, pioneer film 
studio artist, died March 20 in a 
traffic accident in Hollywood. 





Father, 73, of Joseph Mulone, 
owner of the Cheswick Theatre 
aoe Pittsburgh, died March 12 in 
itt. 





Mother, 68, of John Reeburt, 
radio-TV writer, died March 24 in 
New York. 





H. Miles Williams, Jr., 39, sound 
technician with 20th-Fox, died 
March 24 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 





Yvonne Seder to Don Jaeger, Las | 


Vegas, March 28. She’s daughter of 
the late film director, Ralph Seder; 
he’s with Technicolor. 

Myra Key to Eric Pausin, Dupr- 
dee, Scotland, March 21. She's 
skater in British ice productions; 
he’s ice skater from Vienna. 

Pauline Larson to Edward F. 


| Clinchard, N.Y., Dec. 19 and just 


| 
| 


revealed. Bride is a TV singer- 


P “ r pianist. 
dighent in “Davtan ‘* Mer | Janet Mario Bera to Johnny 
March 24 in that city.’ “* | Amoroso, Yonkers, N.Y., March. 22. 


Three years ago he was pre- 
sented with a gold card by Dayton 
theatre operators upon completion 
of 50 years as a stagehand, most of 
them at the Keith Theatre. . 

WILLIAM L. ENGELHARDT 

William L. Engelhardt, 61, tax 
accountant with Loew’s, Inc., for 
30°years, died “March 28 in Rock- 
ville Centre, L. I. 

Wife and two children survive. 


ALFRED SEVER 
Alfred Sever, 62, actor in silent 
films, died March 26 in N.Y. He 
had been a supporting player in 
a number of pix made in Fort Lee, 
N.J.. in the pre-sound era. 
Wife survives. 











Mrs. Rose Marie Palmese, 82. re- 
tired screen actress, died March 
21 in Altadena, Cal. She was for- 
merly under contract at Universal. 
Surviving are her husband, 11 
children, 17 grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. 





Fidencio Carbajal Penna, 92, 
Mexican composer who helped 
Juventino Rosas arrange the music 
for “Over the Waves,” died March 
26 in Cuernavaca, Mexico. 





Wife, 35, of Jerry King, presi- 
dent of the Standard Radio Tran- 
scription Service. Los Angeles, 
died March 24 in L.A. Surviving 
besides her husband are her par- 
ents and two brothers, 


William Birken, 
with Joey Sims and Maurice Spi- 
talny orchs in Pittsburgh, died at 
his home there March 22 of a 
heart attack. He leaves. his wife, 
a dancer. . 








E. M. Rush, manager of Lyceum 
Theatre, Leeds, England, for 35 
years, died March 9. in that city. 
He was secretary of Leeds branch 
of British Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors Assn. 





James A. Callahan, 56, vet mem- 
ber of the projectionists and stage- 
hands union, died of heart disease 
March 19 in St. Louis. His wife an 
six children survive. . 





Brendan A. Poutree, 24, vocalist 
who had toured the midwest, died 
March 21 when car he was driv- 
ing went out of control and over- 
turned near Rawlins, Wyo. 


Donald D. Brehm, 32, Lincoln, 
Neb., musician, died March 17 after 
an extended illness. He was a 
drummer for several bands which 
played Lincoln niteries. Survived 
by mother and brother. 


E. William Pearson, 48, CBS ra- 
dio engineer for 23 years, died 
March 25 at his home in Woodland 
Hills, Cal. 


Maurice Clark Turner, 74, prez 
of the Dixie Lecture & Concert 
Management Bureau, Dallas, died 
March 22 in that city. 


William Humphreys, 79, former 
vaude comedian, died March 24 in 
Haddon Heights, N. J. 


Joseph L. Markelf, 60, last em- 











38, formerly* 


| 
| 


He’s a vocalist with Tommy Dorsey 
orch, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. David S. Hall, Jr., 
daughter, Los Angeles, March 26. 
Father is assistant manager of the 
Los Angeles Theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dulaine, 
son, Hollywood, March 26. Father 


| is deejay and radio announcer. 


Mr. and’*Mrs. Robert Hill, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., March 26. 
Child is the grandson of Jack E. 
Baker, Republic’s veepee in charge 
of studio operation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Carson, 
son, N.Y., March 25. Mother is 
Carol Channing, musicomedy per- 


former. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Smith, 
daughter, Hollywood, March 17. 


Father is a Metro makeup man. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Lee, son, | 


March 10, Erie, Pa. Father's of 
the American Theatre there. 

Mr, and Mrs. Edward G. Robin- 
son, Jr., daughter, Hollywood, 
March 27. Father, a quondam film 
player, is the son of film star Ed- 
ward G. Robinson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Rudman, 
son, Buffalo, recenily. 


a clarinetist, formerly with Vaughn 
Monroe’s orch. 





Green 


‘“amaa=s Continued from page 7 


very tightlipped about it. He has 
stated in the, past, and said. so 
again last week, that he would 
come up with a “surprise” at the 
20th stockholders meet in N. Y. 
May 11. While Green himself. has 
dropped hints that he controls as 
many as 600,000 shares of 20th 
stock, a more conservative estimate 
puts his and his asSociates’ hold- 
ings at about 60,000 shares, with 
an option on another 40,000. Under 
20th’s cumulative voting system it 





takes approximately 200,000 shares 


to elect a director. 


Spokesmen for 20th have indicat-| 


ed on several occasions that Green 
may be able to elect a director. 
At the brokers’: meet, Green was 
asked' whether he had tried to 
“compromise” with Skouras and he 
replied that he had tried to do so 
on several occasions. At the start of 
his talk, he asserted he had never 
officially announced a 20th proxy 
fight. 

Green, asked whether owning 
stock in a company made one com- 
petent to direct it, replied that 
stock ownership provided an in- 
centive to work well. He added that 
directors should be competent and 
honest. When asked whether he 
thought 20th directors were incom- 
petent or dishonest, Green quickly 
replied, “Absolutely not,” and de- 
clared he had never said that. 

Green discussed 20th’s past divi- 
dend record and criticized manage- 
ment for not including in its earn- 
ing reports foreign revenue blocked 
overseas. In this 20th follows the 
regular industry pattern of includ- 
ing in its earning report only dol- 





lars actually received in New York. 


‘more«‘sound, and the 


Father is | 
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' meric¢ally, the industry may be less 
| impressive; economically it will be 
individual 


banies ‘Should prosper.” 
|,. In N. Y¥. Monday (30), Samuel 
|'Goldwyn’ restated an observation 
| which ~he has made several times 
| in past. He believes about 5(% of 
the present theatres will go out of 
business eventually. 
| Upbeat in recent theatre income 
|was noted by Sol A. Schwartz, 
| prexy of the RKO chain, and Gol- 
denson. Due largely to “better. pic- 
| tures,” the b.o. fer the first two 
| months of 1953 was ahead of the 
corresponding 1952 period, 
| Schwartz said in his annual state- 
| ment to stockholders. 
| RKO’s theatre receipts for >1] of 
1952 amounted to $26,954,000, 
| against $29,550,000 for 1951. Drop 
|for comparabie theatres and for 
|cémparable periods wss equal to 
| 8%, said Schwartz. .As previously 
| reported, the RKO circuit had net 
| earnings of $1,025,000 last year, 
compared with $1,322,039 in 1951. 

Goldenson revealed. that UPT’s 
| fourth quarter of 1952 was ahead 
| of the final quarter of 1951. This 
| represents the first time in three 
years that an improvement was 
| experienced. Earnings amounted to 
| $1,640,000, or 40c a share, for the 
1952 final quarter, compared with 
| $1,055,000, or 32c a share, for the 
| last 1951 period. . 

UPT consolidated net profit for 
the year was $6,$61.113, including 
| earnings of $5,613.62S from opera- 
| tions and $1,347,487 from capital 
| gains. Profit, equal to $2.11 a 
| share, compared with 1951’s earn- 
lings of $10,705,011, or $3.24 per 


share. 


|| All-Night Ozoner 


Continued from page 1 =a 

















a 
| night policy have also opposed the 
| practice, pointing out that it would 
| arouse both church and municipal 


| authorities and bring about har- 
| assment from city officials. These 
;ops note that ozoner operation is 
based on catering to the family and 
| this trade could be harmed by in- 
| stituting the dawn-to-dusk policy 
| and reviving charges against “pas- 
| Sion pits with pix.” 

| Several of the all-night theatres 
| showed five different features after 
| midnight in addition to five car- 
{toons and other shorts. Snack bars 
| were kept open throughout the 
| night for purchases and a few even 
| served free doughnuts and coffee 
| during the early morning hours. 

| All-night practice is still being 
followed in Houston where the 
| general reaction from a biz stand- 
| point appears good. A _ 1,000-car 
|emporium in Houston was three- 
‘fourths full all during last Satur- 
day night. Another, with a 508 
| capacity, was full throughout the 
' night. 

| All-night policy was originated 
| in the midwest and recently spread 
|to the southwest. For the after- 
| midnight shows, some ozoners have 
| been exhibiting quickie exploita- 
tion-type burlesque filmis. One was 
reported also presenting an in-the- 
flesh stripper. 


BBC Chief Loser 
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these cancelled their programs on 
the night the nev’s was announced. 

Main entertainment casualty is 
| the BBC sound and TV programs. 
| From the time of Queen Mary’s 
| passing until after the funeral, 
| only modified programs are bejng 
| aired, with a partial merging of the 
| three national wavelengths for spe- 
\cial memoriam features.’ One of 
| these was Noel Coward’s ‘“Caval- 
cade” which was one of Queen 
Mary’s favorite shows. 

Decision to limit court mourning 
‘to a month indicates there will be 
no suggestion of revising Corona- 
tion plans. That ceremony will be 
staged on June 2, as arranged, with 
nation-wide junketings to follow. 

When the death was first an- 
nounced, Jack de Leon tentatively 
switched the opening of “Red 
Headed Blonde,” scheduled for the 
Vaudeville tomorrow (1), until the 
following Saturday, but when it 
was confirmed that it would preem 
after the royal funeral, he reverted 
to the original date. The Old Vic’s 
| opening tonight (Tues.) of “Mur- 
'der in the Cathedral” proceeds as 
' scheduled. 


























COLUMBIA RECORDS 


Johnnie Jolts ’ 


~ In London Debut 


London, March 24. 

, ‘Johnnie Ray's British bow pro- 
voked 2 series of unprecedented 
scenes with his opening at the Pal- 
jtadium here yesterday (Mon.). Fans 
{swarmed around the theatre be- 
fore and after his shows, with this 
junique enthusiasm prevailing dur-, 
ling both his opening day shows. 
Ray is easily London's biggest vo- 
cal hit with management forced 
to add an extra Saturday matinee, 
\to cope with advance demands 
;which already insure a sellout for 
his run. Act appears to be a model 
‘of showmanship and exceeded exe’ 
pectations. 
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